
Our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Peter J. Lee, is retiring in October after serving 
the Diocese for more than 25 years. We will be blessed by Bishop Lee’s 
last official visitation to Grace Church for the Great Vigil on Easter Eve, 
April 11, at 8:00 pm. I’m so excited that we will have a large group of 
teenagers and adults to present to him for Confirmation. 
Last month I wrote about the importance of confirmation as our 
corporate act of renewal. It is an even more powerful sacramental action 
when celebrated at Easter. Bishop Lee honors us and our confirmands by 
celebrating his last Easter as our Diocesan Bishop here at Grace Church. 
Our tradition in Virginia includes Assisting Bishops, Suffragan Bishops 
and Bishops Coadjutor supporting the ministry of the Diocesan Bishop. 
As the largest Episcopal Diocese in the United States, we need a 
“college of Bishops” to lead us. For about three years, Bishop Johnston 
and Bishop Jones have worked closely with Bishop Lee. When Bishop 
Johnston becomes Diocesan Bishop in October, succeeding Bishop Lee, 
Bishop Jones will stay on as his Suffragan. However, we know the entire 
diocesan staff will be in transition, especially given the economy. 
Bishop Lee’s visit for Easter Eve will be his 12th visitation to Grace 
church, and his 6th on Easter. I think it’s rather remarkable that he’s 
visited Grace so often during his episcopate, especially for Easter. And I 
give thanks for the many, many confirmations he’s celebrated here 
(more than 200, including receptions and reaffirmations). My daughter 
Lindsey (in 1996) and my son James (in 2007) were both confirmed by 
Bishop Lee. 
Easter is our time to celebrate new life. We rejoice in the Risen Lord’s 
victory over death. We rejoice in God’s love filling us with hope. We 
rejoice in the relationships we have with one another through Christ and 
His Church. On Easter Eve after we light the great Paschal Candle and 
each hold our candles symbolizing “The light of Christ,” we hear the 
ancient hymn, the Exultet, calling us to rejoice once again in Christ, “the 
Morning Star who knows no setting…” 
Rejoice in the ministry of Bishop Lee. Rejoice in the acts of 
commitment we see in our confirmands. Rejoice in the beauty of 
holiness at Grace Church. Rejoice in the new life Christ gives. Rejoice 
for the Great Fifty Days of Easter, beginning at the Vigil. 

— The Rev. Robert H. Malm, Rector 
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From the Assistant Rector 

Seeing Theology Everywhere 

My wife, Christina, and I recently went to Signature Theater’s production 
of Les Misérables, the play by Victor Hugo. We love theatre, though we 
can’t go as often as we’d like. We both had seen Les Mis before, and 
enjoyed the movie version that came out in 1998 (which I would commend 
to you if you haven’t seen it). 
Les Mis is a work of genius, and Hugo explores a number of Christian 
themes. The play opens with Jean Valjean in prison, sentenced to years of 
hard labor for stealing bread. And Hugo forces us to ask ourselves about the 
Christian ethics of punishing the hungry. 
Valjean is eventually released, but branded as a convict, he will not find 
welcome in many quarters. He encounters a bishop, who takes Valjean into 
his home for the evening, giving him rest, and, for a meal, sets before 
Valjean—bread and wine, in a clear reference to the Church’s radical 
hospitality and the Eucharist. 
Throughout the play, Valjean is pursued by a police inspector, Javert, who 
is determined to keep Valjean in chains. But by the end, Javert is asking 
himself the thought-provoking question, “How can the law be indebted to a 
criminal?”  And we remember that Christ was convicted as a criminal. 
I don’t want to spoil Les Mis for those of you who haven’t seen it, so I’ve 
purposefully left out most of the story. It is a tale of sin and redemption, 
love and hate, the best of human nature and worst of human nature 
intertwined in the characters of this play set in 19th century France. My 
point isn’t really to tell you about the play as to share some of its 
theological aspects—what the play tells us about Christ. 
Perhaps it is natural for a priest to look for, or at least be sensitive to, the 
theological possibilities one encounters in the world. You can often find 
religious themes in theatre, music, and film. And often these media say 
things about the nature of God that is surprisingly insightful. Spending 
some time in reflection helps to us to see these themes. 
With music, I sometimes like to imagine that a song I’m listening to on the 
radio, as I drive down the road, is either being sung to God or is being sung 
by God to us. In essence, I turn the songs into Psalms, or hymns. 
Obviously, this process works for some music better than others. It works 
quite nicely with say Pete Townshend’s Let My Love Open the Door but 
might be more of a challenge when it comes to anything by Brittany Spears. 
Most classical music can be appreciated in this way. After all, didn’t J.S. 
Bach sign all of his music, “to God alone, the glory”? 
Film is another great source of theological insights. Even movies that don’t 
seem on the surface to be about religion can have profound theological 
insights upon deeper reflection. I showed the movie The Fifth Element here 
at Grace back in the Fall. Some of you may know this movie. On the 
surface, it is a typical Bruce Willis, shoot ‘em up, adventure. But upon 
further reflection, one finds deep theological insights into the nature of 
good and evil, and the role of the created order in relation to the divine in 

(continued on page 4) 

Grace Church is: 
 A center  for worship and 
fellowship  

 A school for discipleship and 
stewardship 

 A community for healing and 
outreach 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday Schedule 
Holy Eucharist Rite 1 ................ 7:30 am 
Child care  ................. 8:45 am–12:45 pm 
La Santa Eucaristía ..................... 9:00 am 
Choral Eucharist Rite 2 .............. 9:00 am 
Christian ed classes .................. 10:15 am 
Choral Eucharist Rite 1 ........... 11:15 am 
Holy Eucharist Rite 2 ................ 5:00 pm 

Weekday Eucharist 
Mondays, Rite 1 ......................... 6:30 pm 
Tuesdays, Rite 2 with healing ... 6:30 pm 
Wednesdays, Rite 1 ..................... 7:00 am 
Thursdays, Rite 2 ........................ 7:00 am 
Fridays, Rite 1 ........................... 12:15 pm 

About Grace Notes 
Grace Notes is published 10 times a year 
by Grace Episcopal Church, 
Alexandria, Virginia — monthly except 
for combined July/August and 
December/January issues. Deadlines 
for submitting copy are by midnight on 
the 15th of the preceding month. The 
next Grace Notes deadline: April 15 for 
the May issue.  
Articles may be placed in the Grace 
Notes folder in the credenza in the 
Commons, submitted by e-mail to
(grace.notes@gracealex.org) or faxed to 
703-549-2832. All articles are subject to 
editing. Grace Church’s newsletter team 
includes Doug Prince (editor), June 
Huber, Cindy Ikard, Bill Malone, 
Barbara Morris, Beth Wiggers and Tim 
Willard. 



Senior Warden’s Report 
The 2009 Vestry is off to an excellent start. The Executive Committee has 
been elected and program area assignments are being made. Minutes from 
our monthly meetings are posted on the bulletin board near the parish 
office. Take a moment to check this material if you want to keep up-to-date 
on our parish leadership. 
Several top issues have been considered in February and March meetings: 
Budget tracking – We are watching closely the pledge totals from the 
Stewardship Campaign and how well we track with income and 
expenditures. We are living in interesting financial times and no one, 
including Grace Church, is immune from the effects of the historic 
economic downturn. We are closing the gap between the 2009 budget and 
the pledge income to meet budget requirements, but we’re not quite to the 
break-even point yet. Pledges are lagging slightly behind projections and 
we are watching program spending very closely. We are very fortunate to 
have a significant management reserve built over the past several years but 
we don’t want to dip into that reserve until we have compelling need to do 
so. 
Third clergy – For the budget reasons mentioned above, the Executive 
Committee has recommended to the Vestry and the Personnel Committee 
that we not pursue hiring a third full-time priest in June as included in the 
2009 budget. Looking at income projections and considering a minimum 
commitment of 2 years to a new clergy, we instead will look for a part-time 
hire of an ordained clergy, deacon or lay-person. The Personnel Committee 
began interviewing potential candidates in late March. 
Great Vigil of Easter and visit from Bishop Peter Lee – Bishop Lee will 
visit Grace Church for likely the last time as our bishop when he comes for 
confirmation, reception and reaffirmation at the Great Vigil of Easter on 
April 11. The Vigil will be followed by the traditional Agapé feast. We 
hope everyone will attend this special service and celebration and join us in 
thanking Bishop Lee for his 25 years of service to the Diocese of Virginia. 
We will present him with some special gifts in thanksgiving for his time 
with us and will wish him Godspeed in his new one-year assignment as 
interim dean of Grace Cathedral in San Francisco. 
Diocesan Delegates and Alternates – We elect and affirm two diocesan 
delegates and two alternates to serve two-year terms representing us both in 
Region IV and at the Annual Diocesan Council. Cleve Corlett and Jane 
Rosman are our delegates and June Huber is our current alternate. We need 
to elect an additional alternate at the April vestry meeting. If you are 
interested in representing Grace at the Diocesan level please make your 
interest known to me. 
Please check the Vestry minutes for more details on these and other issues 
given our review and attention and let us know of your concerns as we 
work through the coming months as your Vestry. 

— Anne Caputo, Senior Warden 
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Parish Notes 
Correction 
In the March issue of Grace Notes, the 
article Profiles in Ministry: Guest Readers 
Stimulate Young Minds (page 9), was 
mistakenly attributed to Barbara 
Ramm. Barbara Morris was the actual 
author.  

Mission Update 
Only a few years ago Grace Church 
experienced its first two adult mission 
trips, to Our Little Roses Home for 
Girls in Honduras and to New 
Orleans. Last fall each Grace Church 
member received a color pamphlet 
describing five mission possibilities 
for 2009, three of them new. We are 
excited that four of the five are 
moving forward, to New Orleans, to 
Appalachia, to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
and Tanzania. The mission trip to 
Our Little Roses however has been 
rescheduled for next year. The 
Mission Sub-committee is excited 
about these opportunities and hope 
that even more of you will decide that 
one of these is a ministry for you. 

Twenties and Thirties  
Springs Forward 
Grace TNT kicked off the new 
program year with a March Sunday 
brunch at Fireflies in Del Ray.  In 
April we are planning a behind the 
scenes tour of the National Cathedral 
and in May a hike and picnic at Great 
Falls.  If you’re in your twenties or 
thirties, we hope you’ll join us!  For 
more information or to be added to 
our e-mail list, contact program 
chairs, margaret.will@gracealex.org  
or 
marianne.swearingen@gracealex.org. 



the cosmic struggle. In fact, I haven’t found a film that better depicts Karl 
Barth’s understanding of evil than this one. Other films that come to mind 
include the Lord of the Rings trilogy, and the British film, Millions. From 
time to time I will air other films followed by theological conversion and 
reflection. Keep an eye on the bulletin for announcements. Or email me, if 
you’re interested – assistant.rector@gracealex.org 

Some of the examples given above are a bit dated. Of course, new films, 
music and plays have lots to offer. However, I find I need to see a film or 
play two, three or even more times before some of these theological insights 
become clear. 

— The Rev. Patrick T. Crerar, Assistant Rector 

April Birthdays 
4/1 Lenore Funkhouser 
4/1 John Gnorski 
4/1 Lelee Hazard 
4/1 Joseph Madigan 
4/1 John Metz 
4/1 Bernie Schroeder 
4/3 Sean Kelly 
4/3 Lexie Robinson 
4/4 Stephen Falatko 
4/4 Lea Miller 
4/5 John Hazard 
4/5 Lynette Kamakura 
4/5 Christopher Koelbl 
4/5 Sarah Richey 
4/6 Rachel Crabtree 
4/6 Cammie Griffin 
4/6 Mary Ann Ryan 
4/6 Harvey Winter 
4/6 Conway Zeigler 
4/7 Phil Hickok 
4/7 Kendall Metz 
4/7 Eric Waskowicz 
4/8 Andrew Busker 
4/8 Keith Dobbs 
4/8 Barbara Ebersole 
4/8 Brittany Murchison 

4/9 Savannah Hall 
4/9 Fred Saalfeld 
4/10 Franklin Reuther 
4/10 Mary Stewart 
4/10 Jenny Wolff 
4/11 William Gillette 
4/11 Bailey Griffin 
4/11 Ana Sosa 
4/13 Key Butcher 
4/14 April Everett 
4/15 Gary Warner 
4/16 Lisa Bellantoni 
4/16 Khacki Berry 
4/16 Alfred Dumas 
4/17 Molly Sim 
4/17 John Thompson 
4/17 Mary Wallace 
4/18 Austin Goode 
4/18 Sarah Goode 
4/19 Alexandra Barr 
4/19 Maggie Corlett 
4/19 Caroline Horwitz 
4/19 Lindsey Malm 
4/19 Tracey Polson 
4/20 Katie Hoppe 
 

4/21 Barbara Morris 
4/21 June Ward 
4/22 Roxanne King 
4/22 Amelia Pattarini 
4/23 Adam Doelp 
4/24 Peter Iovino 
4/24 Sarah Stancil 
4/25 Jose Alvarenga 
4/25 Evan Dobbs 
4/26 Gabriella Falcon 
4/26 Tiffany Israel 
4/26 Jonathan Lewallen 
4/27 David Ebersole 
4/28 Allison Burch 
4/28 William Martin 
4/28 Avery Meeks 
4/28 Donna Plunkett 
4/28 Richard Smith 
4/29 Mary Barnes 
4/29 Katherine Kellogg 
4/29 Suzi Pease 
4/29 Jaquelin Simons 
4/30 Gavin Dobbs 
4/30 Victoria Howard 
4/30 Dick Rogers  

(continued from page 2 ) 

From the Assistant Rector 
From the  

Parish Register 
Baptisms 

 Brett Alan Mellish, son of Alan 
and Bonnie Mellish  

Transfer In 

 H.B.W. "Bernie" Schroeder, 
from St. Paul's Episcopal 
Church, Chestertown, Maryland  

— Dorothy Daniel 

4 April 2009    Grace Notes 



April 2009    Grace Notes 5 

Holy Week and Easter Schedule 
Palm Sunday, April 5 
All Palm Sunday liturgies include the blessing and 
distribution of palms and dramatic reading of the 
Passion according to St. Mark 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist  
9:00 am Choral Eucharist  
9:00 am La Santa Eucaristía  
11:15 am Choral Eucharist  
5:00 pm Holy Eucharist  

Wednesday, April 8 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
7:30 pm Choral Tenebrae for congregation 

and choir 

Maundy Thursday, April 9 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
12:00 noon Holy Eucharist 
7:00 pm La Gracia: Liturgy of the Day, foot 

washing, La Santa Eucaristía 
7:30 pm Liturgy of the Day, foot washing, 

procession to the Altar of Repose, 
stripping of the altar, Prayer Watch 
(continues all night). 

 Child care available for children 
ages 6 weeks through first grade in 
the nursery from 7:15 pm through 
the end of the service. 

Good Friday, April 10 
6:30 am Liturgy of the Day with dramatic reading 

of the Passion according to St. John and 
Communion from the Reserved 
Sacrament 

12:00 noon The Stations of the Cross 
 Child care available in the nursery from 

11:50 am to the conclusion of the 
Stations of the Cross. 

1:00 pm Silence 
1:30 pm Liturgy of the Day with dramatic reading 

of the Passion, Veneration of the Cross 
and Communion from the Reserved 
Sacrament 

6:00 pm Children’s Service 
7:30 pm Tenebrae 

Holy Saturday, April 11 
9:00 am Morning Prayer 
8:00 pm The Great Vigil of Easter with service of 

light, lessons and collects, Holy Baptism, 
Confirmation and Holy Eucharist, The 
Rt. Rev. Peter J. Lee, Bishop of Virginia, 
Celebrant and Preacher. 

 The service followed by a parish Agapé 
celebration in the Auditorium.  

 Child care available for children ages 6 
weeks through first grade in the nursery 
from 7:30 pm through the end of the 
service; there will be no child care for the 
Agapé as all ages are welcome. 

Easter Day, April 12 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist 
9:00 am Festival Eucharist 
9:00 am La Santa Eucaristía 
11:15 am Festival Eucharist 
5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 

Eucharist (EUX) Workshop  
A three-session investigation of the biblical, 
historical and theological foundations of the Lord’s 
Supper will take place in the Merrow Hall 
Auditorium on Friday evening, April 24, from 7:30 
to 9:30 pm, and Saturday morning, April 25, from 
8:30 am to 12:30 pm. The workshop timeline begins 
in the New Testament heritage and experience of 
Jesus and concludes with a contemporary 
theological understanding of the Eucharist. 
Bill Ryon has been leading the EUX workshops for 
a number of years including an early 16-session one 
here at Grace in 2001-2002. To sign up for the 
workshop, call the parish office at 703-549-1980. 
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Youth Confirmation Class 2009 

For the first time in eight years, we are gathering the 
youth for separate confirmation preparation for the 
Bishop’s visit. Recognizing the Journey to Adulthood 
(J2A) program actually covers confirmation preparation 
in the first four years of the cycle (Rite 13 and J2A), our 
local program is designed to focus attention on the 
particulars of why people would set out on the J2A path, 
what do they hope to gain from church, and who is Jesus 
to them personally? Our time together is not so much 
instruction as it is spiritual formation. Well, except 
maybe when Father Malm comes to talk with us! 
We are all about being together as the Body of Christ in 
fun and fellowship. We use Bible study, scavenger hunts, 
competitive games, photography, art and rubber ducks 

(among other things) to tell our stories and learn our 
lessons.  
We had one overnight already and will do another on 
April 3. We also meet during the study time following 
the Monday night suppers in Lent. We are having fun. 
Here are some answers to the scavenger hunt on the 
Catechism that we did on our first overnight: 
What is the duty of all Christians?  To love God and help 

their neighbors.  
Why did Jesus take our human nature? To leave 

footprints here on earth. 
— Ashley Metz and Chrissie Crosby 

Lauren Gustafson (representing our neighbors) and Heather Murphy (representing God/all 
Christians...NO PRESSURE). Photo by Stephen Boris.  
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Weeks ago, members of our parish gave a presentation at 
an Adult Forum about mission trip opportunities that are 
in various stages of discernment and planning. These 
mission trips offer the opportunity to spread the Good 
News and Preach the Gospel to our brothers and sisters in 
Christ who call the hills of Appalachia home, are 
recovering from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in and 
around Orleans Parish, have escaped from poverty and 
abuse in Honduras, or who live half-a-world away in 
Tanzania. If you are so called, I hope you will lend your 
hands, hearts, time, talent and abundance to these 
ministries. 
There are also mission opportunities closer to home—
right in our own backyard. Among them are those 
spearheaded by members of Northern Virginia faith 
communities that are working together to promote social 
justice through an organization they created called 
Virginians Organized for Interfaith Community 
Engagement, or VOICE. 
VOICE was created by Northern Virginia clergy and lay 
people to provide a vehicle to minister to “the least of 
[those] who are members of [His] family.”  Since 
VOICE’s founding action in October 2008, the group has 
worked primarily in their own local communities tackling 
local problems. 

Groups of VOICE members have worked with local city/
county legislators in Alexandria, Arlington and Fairfax to 
get more funding for critically needed dental services for 
low income residents in these communities; advocated to 
the Alexandria Housing and Redevelopment Authority, 
along with the residents of James Bland Housing Project 
(in the Braddock Road Metro Station area), for humane, 
sanitary and livable housing conditions for the residents 
of that community; and convinced the Arlington County 
Board to address the needs of low income residents living 
in the Macedonia Apartments. This is just a small 
sampling of the activities being conducted by members of 
VOICE, right in your own backyard. Don’t look now—
some of them may be sitting in the pew right beside you 
next Sunday. 
There are numerous local mission opportunities available 
throughout Northern Virginia as a result of the VOICE 
ministry. Time commitments vary by what you are able 
and willing to give and the kind of project you might feel 
called to join. Want to know more or get involved?  
Please contact Michael Jones (mike.jones@gracealex.org) 
or The Rev. Patrick Crerar (patrick.crerar@gracealex.org) 
for more information. 

— Michael Jones 

Early in the morning on August 8, two or three vans will 
set out from the Grace Church parking lot and head to 
Dungannon, Virginia in the heart of Appalachia. If you 
are 15 or older (no upper age limit), and maybe you’ve 
never given much thought to southwestern Virginia (but 
you think you might be able to carve out a week of your 
summer), you should consider joining us. 
St. Anne’s in Reston has been to Dungannon each 
summer for the last thirteen years. In an e-mail, Susan 
Ficklin of St. Anne’s wrote, “The work is on both older 
homes and trailers—a lot of trailers. The jobs we see most 
often are adding or renovating porches and ramps and 
repairing or replacing bathrooms. However, we’ve pulled 
down stone chimneys, replaced roofs, put up dry-wall, 
replaced floors (usually by covering it with rolled vinyl), 
replaced windows, fixed the skirting around the trailers, 
replaced doors (this is much harder than it sounds!), and 
have done several other types of jobs. The people we help 
are usually elderly or incapacitated in some way. 
Generally they are poor and have few, if any, other 
options. However, they are welcoming and interesting to 

know—and truly grateful for what we do to keep them in 
their homes.” 
Our challenge is not to accomplish a great number of 
repairs or change the economic status of an area where 
industry based on timber and coal has disappeared. 
Rather, there is an opportunity for us to build a 
relationship with Christians who we may never have 
thought about. Your light construction or laboring or 
organizational skills will be put to good use; what you 
receive in return will be spiritual. 
So we’re looking for a few good people. Technical savvy 
is especially desirable, but all talents will be put to good 
use. Lodgings are air conditioned but Spartan, and the 
costs are from two to three hundred dollars for the week. 
There’s some time for hiking and swimming holes. 
Contact Eric Waskowicz at 
eric.waskowicz@gracealex.org, or visit the Dungannon 
Development Commission web site at http://
www.ddcinc.org and click on Project HELP. 

— Eric Waskowicz 

Mission to Appalachia 

Mission in Our Own Backyard 
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Donations made to the Mitten and Glove tree were 
overwhelming! We thank all the Church and School 
contributors to this very worthwhile outreach project. 
Special thanks to Betty Alexander and her nimble fingers 
for the stylish and very practical hats that she contributes 
to the tree each year. This year all donations of hats, 
mittens, gloves and assorted other woolies were made to 
New Neighbors Education Center housed at Christ 
Church. Very special “Thank You” cards were produced 
by the center children and photos of the children wearing 
their new gloves and mittens. I hope you had a chance to 
see the cards and photos while they were on display in 
the lobby. 
Greening of Grace update:  Many thanks to the school 
and church members who are being good stewards to the 
building. Efforts are paying off in lower kilowatts usage 

which is evident in our monthly electric bills. Simply 
taking the time to turn off lights as you leave a room 
makes this possible. In addition, thank you for recycling 
your plastic, aluminum and paper/cardboard products. 
Grace School is no longer encouraging plastic water 
bottles for events or class parties to lower the use of 
plastic in the school—water jugs or coolers are being 
used for water. The students are even washing out their 
milk cartons so that they can now be recycled. Being a 
good steward to the community helps us all! 
Grace Episcopal School will be closed on April 10 and 
13 for Good Friday and Easter Monday. We wish 
everyone a very blessed Easter! 

— Chris Stegmaier Byrnes, Head of School 

School News 

At Noon on Good Friday, for the thirteenth year in a row, Grace Church 
parishioners will share their personal meditations as the congregation prays the 
Stations of the Cross.  
Praying the Stations is a popular Lenten Friday devotion in both the Eastern 
and Western Churches. It began during the Crusades when knights and 
pilgrims began to follow the route of Christ's way to Calvary. It spread 
throughout Europe and was promoted by the Franciscan friars in the 14th and 
15th centuries. Some scholars believe that medieval miracle plays, which were 
essentially tableaux of Christ's life, developed from the sculptured 
representations of the Stations of the Cross. 
The number of stations at first varied, but finally became fixed at 14. Of these, eight are based upon events recorded 
in the Gospels, and the other six are based upon inferences from the scriptures. The wooden carvings in Grace 
Church are distinctive in both their artwork and their carvings. The parish commissioned these stations in 1982 from 
a wood carver in Wisconsin. 
If you haven’t participated in this special devotion before, why not start this year? The visual representations, 
combined with the prayers and meditations, will help to deepen your understanding of the Way of the Cross, and 
prepare you for a joyous and blessed Easter. 

— June Huber 

Graceful Worship 

Meditations on the  
Stations of the Cross 



Interested in learning 
more about ministries 
and programs at 
Grace Church? Go to 
www.gracealex.com  

and click on Programs. 
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Parish Staff 
Robert Malm ................................................. Rector 

(rector@gracealex.org) 
Patrick Carerar ............................. Assistant Rector 

(assistant.rector@gracealex.org) 
Christine Byrnes ........................... Head of School 

(office@graceschoolalex.org) 
Thom Robertson ...................... Director of Music 

(music.director@gracealex.org) 
Charlotte Payne Wright ...... Parish Administrator 

(parish.administrator@gracealex.org) 
Beth Wiggers................. Administrative Associate 

(parish.office@gracealex.org) 
Rosa Castillo 
 ........................ Children’s Ministries Coordinator 

(kids@gracealex.org) 
Ruth Young ....... Children’s Chapel Coordinator 

(childrens.chapel@gracealex.org) 
Pedro Hernandez ........................................ Sexton 
 

Vestry 
Class of 2009 
Khacki Berry ........................................ Evangelism 
Anne Caputo.................................. Senior Warden 
Linda Durand ............................ Member at Large 
Eleanor Reed .................................... School Board 
Phil Smith ................................................... Register 
 

Class of 2010 
Nat Ames ................................................. Treasurer 
Peter Iovino ............................................. Outreach 
Cynthia Puskar ......................................... Worship 
Colin Rushing ..................................... Stewardship 
Easter Thompson ............................ School Board 

Class of 2011 
Alison Campbell .......................................................  
Jeff Gustafson ...................................... Fellowship 
Rich Kelly ...................................................... Youth 
Howell Medley ............................... Junior Warden 
Frank Waskowicz ...................... Communications 

Alternates 
Erica  McFarquhar ...................................................  
Margaret Will .................................................. TNT 
 
 
 

Spring College Care Packages 
Please join the Pastoral Care group in assembling the Spring College Care 
Packages on the Second Sunday of Easter, April 19. This year there will 
some logistical changes: We will be using smaller boxes to keep postage 
costs down, and we are asking parents to mail their own child's package if 
possible. If you are planning to contribute something, please e-mail the 
Pastoral Care group at pastoral.care@gracealex.org and let us know what 
you'd like to contribute and the quantity. We will also have sign up sheets 
posted during April with suggestions. There are about 35 Grace 
parishioners in college, graduate school, and boarding school, plus military 
and State Department members in Iraq and Afghanistan. It would be very 
helpful if parents/family members could confirm the current address of your 
student, boarder or service member through the above e-mail address before 
April 15. Also, please let us know if we should place any limitations on 
contents (for example, no candy, no nuts, and so on).  Thanks to all for your 
help, contributions and pastoral care—past, present, and future. 

— Nancy Robinson 

For the Love of God 
Fellowship activities and related events are done for that one reason. We 
demonstrate to each other and to our guests that regardless of why we 
gather together, we find joy and comfort in sharing a meal, finger foods, a 
cup of coffee, fine wines or a nice cold beer. These gatherings are also 
symbols of our journey through life and a means of expressing our thanks 
to each other, and also to Him, for his Love and guidance. Our efforts and 
cooperation that make these events successes bear witness to our faith in 
each other because we share the responsibility for them from start to finish. 
As we look inward during Lent toward self examination, let us remember 
our opportunities for fellowship as truly a blessing, a blessing of friendship 
and support, of thanks and rejoicing, of family and peace. Let us also use 
this season as a reminder that our Agapé Feast is our next grand opportunity 
for fellowship, and as we look forward to a good time, we offer our good 
tidings to Bishop Lee in his new calling, and share our blessings…for the 
love of God 

— Jeff Gustafson, Vestry Chair, Fellowship 

Fellowship 



Children’s Ministries 
Mite Boxes – We will collect the children’s mite boxes 
the Sunday after Easter in Sunday School. The money 
collected by the children will go to Episcopal Relief and 
Development (ERD) for various programs to help meet 
the Millennium Development Goals. For more 
information about ERD visit www.er-d.org or join the 
ONE Episcopalian campaign at http://
www.episcopalchurch.org/ONE. 
Children’s Good Friday Service – There will be a 
special Liturgy of the Word on April 10th at 6:00 pm in 
the church. This liturgy will be tailored for children to 
help them understand the importance of Good Friday. 
The youth groups will also help lead this service. Please 
watch the weekly bulletin or contact Rosa Castillo at 
kids@gracealex.org for more information. 

Save the Date – The last Family Fun Night will be 
Friday, May 1 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. Join other families 
with children for a fun night of Cinco de Mayo activities! 
Donate to the Nursery – As you think about doing some 
spring cleaning, please note that the nursery is in need of 
the following items: 

 Bottle warmer 

 Training potty 

 Board books 

— Rosa Castillo 
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