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Rector’s Reflections

Joyful Ministry and Sacrificial Mission

Inside this Issue

Our financial condition at Grace Church continues to be very strong in spite
of the national and global economic crisis. I hope many of our parishioners
read our Treasurer’s Report in last month’s Grace Notes. Nat Ames
continued his reporting of good news at the May Vestry meeting: pledges
now surpass our 2009 budgeted amount; paid pledges for the first third of
2009 are three percent higher than last year; income for the Grace Anew
Capital Campaign continues to be strong; and the Vestry is confident
enough to have the Personnel Committee work with me to hire a Priest or
lay professional to work 25 hours each week with young families, children
and youth.
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I expect this faithful stewardship to continue. In fact, I hope we can
encourage more of our parishioners to make a financial commitment, a
pledge, for the last six months of 2009. Every month newcomers join our
parish. Some who have been inactive become active. The Stewardship
Committee hopes to do a “mini” canvass in June to reach out and ask those
who consider Grace Church to be their “home” to pledge financially, if not
already doing so.

Seminarian Letter......................................5

Jesus talked a great deal about money, about stewardship, and about using
all we’ve been given to help share the good news of God’s Kingdom. He
also encouraged his disciples not to let anxiety about material security get
in the way of joyful ministry and sacrificial mission.
Our four missioners to Iowa have recently returned. Their stories are filled
with examples of joyful ministry and sacrificial mission. Mission teams
continue to plan for trips to the Gulf Coast and to Tanzania. This month we
will give thanks for our Christian Education ministries on Sunday, June 7,
at 9:00 am. Then, on June 14 at our first 10:00 am Choral Eucharist for the
summer season, we will celebrate our youth ministries and follow the
liturgy with a parish picnic.
The Book of Common Prayer tells us, “The duty of all Christians is to
follow Christ; to come together week by week for corporate worship; and to
work, pray and give for the spread of the kingdom of God.” (page 856). As
the school year ends, as we slow down our schedule of worship, as we look
forward to summer vacations, we know our “duty” as Christians: Joyful
ministry and sacrificial mission are built upon disciplined, devoted, and
generous financial giving.
— The Rev. Robert H. Malm, Rector
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Worship Schedule
Sunday Schedule through June 7
Holy Eucharist Rite 1................ 7:30 am
Child care .................8:45 am–12:45 pm
La Santa Eucaristía .....................9:00 am
Choral Eucharist Rite 2..............9:00 am
Christian ed classes.................. 10:15 am
Choral Eucharist Rite 1........... 11:15 am
Holy Eucharist Rite 2................ 5:00 pm
Sunday Schedule beginning June 14
Holy Eucharist Rite 1................ 7:30 am
Child care ................. 9:45 am–11:15 am
La Santa Eucaristía .....................9:00 am
Choral Eucharist* .................... 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist Rite 2................ 5:00 pm
* alternates between Rites 1 and 2
Weekday Eucharist through June 12
Mondays, Rite 1 ......................... 6:30 pm
Tuesdays, Rite 2 with healing... 6:30 pm
Wednesdays, Rite 1.....................7:00 am
Thursdays, Rite 2 ........................7:00 am
Fridays, Rite 1...........................12:15 pm
Weekday Eucharist through June 16
Tuesdays, Rite 2 with healing... 6:30 pm
Wednesdays, Rite 1.....................7:00 am
Thursdays, Rite 2 .....................12:15 pm

About Grace Notes
Grace Notes is published 10 times a year by
Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria,
Virginia — monthly except for combined
July/August and December/January
issues. Deadlines for submitting copy are
by midnight on the 15th of the preceding
month. The next Grace Notes
deadline: ???? for the July/August issue.
Articles may be placed in the Grace Notes
folder in the credenza in the Commons,
submitted by e-mail to
(grace.notes@gracealex.org) or faxed to
703-549-2832. All articles are subject to
editing. Grace Church’s newsletter team
includes Doug Prince (editor), June
Huber, Cindy Ikard, Bill Malone, Barbara
Morris, Beth Wiggers and Tim Willard.
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From the Assistant Rector

A Victory
I was very deeply moved recently when the Alexandria City Council
decided to increase their funding for the Northern Virginia Dental Clinic.
You see, Virginia is one of several states that do not provide dental care for
adults as part of our Medicaid system, so this funding is vital. My hope is
that someday we will provide dental care to adults as part of Medicaid, as
dental health is so important to overall health and wellness. In the
meanwhile, the clinic here in Northern Virginia tries mightily to serve the
dental needs of the less fortunate.
Approximately 28% of those who are referred to the clinic are Alexandria
residents (almost 1200 people per year). Further, the backlog and wait
times currently being experienced by low-income Alexandria residents in
need of these services is quite long. In fact, the director of the clinic
estimated that the wait could be as long as seven months to one year and
nine months to fully serve the dental needs of those patients currently on
waiting lists. I can’t even imagine waiting that long if I were experiencing
a dental problem.
Recently, an ecumenical group of clergy and lay people of this region asked
the Alexandria City Council for an additional $25,000 to help the clinic hire
an additional full-time dentist. This was part of a broader effort (organized
by VOICE) to secure a total of $100,000 in funding from Alexandria,
Arlington County and Fairfax County to pay for the dentist. All three
jurisdictions accepted the challenge and provided the funding, which took
real leadership in an economic climate like this one.
It is estimated that the new dentist at the Northern Virginia Dental Clinic
will be able to provide an additional 1,372 to 1,568 visits per year, an
increase in service by 27 to 30 percent and will substantially decrease the
wait times for patients. Other dentists provide some 3,000 volunteer hours
at the clinic annually. I encouraged my own dentist to donate her time at
the clinic and she has agreed. I suggest that you ask your own dentist if
they are aware of the clinic and if they would consider donating some time.
Clearly, our work together to serve the needs of the poor and marginalized
in our society, especially those needing critical health care, is part of our
greater call to follow Christ, who cared for those on the margins. Grace
Church also supports the Arlandria Health Center, which provides health
services to many of our neighbors, in three locations, all within blocks of
our parish.
— The Rev. Patrick T. Crerar, Assistant Rector
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Graceful Worship

Pentecost (Whitsunday)
Pentecost (from the Greek
pentecostē, “50th day”) is a major
festival celebrated on the 50th day
after Easter.
You can read the Biblical account of
Pentecost in Acts 2:1-41, but here’s
the short version:
Ten days after Jesus ascended into
heaven, the twelve apostles, Jesus'
mother and family, and many other
disciples gathered together in
Jerusalem for the Jewish harvest
festival celebrated on the fiftieth day
of Passover. While they were
indoors praying, a sound like that of
a rushing wind filled the house and
tongues of fire descended and rested
over each of their heads. This was
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on
human flesh promised by God
through the prophet Joel (Joel 2:2829). The disciples were suddenly

empowered to proclaim the gospel
of the risen Christ. They went out
into the streets of Jerusalem and
began preaching to the crowds
gathered for the festival. Not only
did the disciples preach with
boldness and vigor, but by a
miracle of the Holy Spirit they
spoke in the native languages of
the people present, many of whom
had come from all corners of the
Roman Empire. This created a
sensation. The apostle Peter
seized the moment and addressed
the crowd, preaching to them
about Jesus' death and resurrection
for the forgiveness of sins. The
result was that about three
thousand converts were baptized
that day.
Red is the liturgical color for this
day. Red recalls the tongues of

From the Parish Register
Baptisms
Remsen Yilmaz Baird, son of
William and Didem Baird
Dalton Brooks Berry, son of
Will and Kimberly Berry; grandson of John and Khacki Berry
Maria Elisabeth Fravel, daughter
of Peter and Anna Fravel
Logan Richard Rockhold, son of
Wes and Chelsea Rockhold
Charles John Strathmore
Spencer, son of William and
Karen Spencer
John Marshal Sweeney, son of
Ronald Sweeney and Mary
Stewart
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Marriages
Benjamin Philippe Deutsch
and Elizabeth Ann Falkey
Luis S. Odria and Emily B.
Graves (at the National
Cathedral)

Transfer In
Jeffrey and Anne Hughes,
with baptized children Will
and Sarah, from Christ
Church, Ponte Vedra,
Florida

Burial
Wayne H. Cofer

flame in which the Holy Spirit
descended on the first Pentecost.
The color red also reminds us of the
blood of the martyrs. These are the
believers of every generation who
by the power of the Holy Spirit hold
firm to the true faith even at the cost
of their lives.
A tradition of some churches in
earlier times was to baptize adult
converts to the faith on Pentecost.
The newly-baptized would wear
white robes on that day, so
Pentecost was often called
"Whitsunday" or "White Sunday"
after these white baptismal
garments. Many Christian
calendars, liturgies, and hymnals
(particularly those from the
Episcopal/Anglican tradition) still
use this term.
— June Huber

Congratulations to recent College
Graduates from Grace Church
Madison Busker - Emory University (GA)
Lori Dodd - College of Charleston (SC)
Adam Doelp (Univ. of Southern Indiana)
Chipper Fowler - Virginia Tech
Kendall Metz - Agnes Scott College (GA)
Sarah Low will get an M.Ed. from ? in Seattle on June 20.

Nursery News
Welcome Augusta Rweyemamu, our
new nursery worker! Augusta brings
numerous years of childcare experience
to our community. She is a welcomed
addition to our team of childcare providers that minister to our youngest
members.
— Rosa Castillo,
Children's Ministries Coordinator
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Mission News – Grace Is Going Places!
By the time this edition of Grace Notes is published, our
first team of the year, and the first ever to Cedar Falls,
Iowa, will be home. Karen and John Wires, Kevin
Sherlock and Brian Lamson repaired several efficiency
apartments in an old motel to provide housing to for low
income families still without shelter from the massive
upper Mississippi River flood of 2008.
Next in line to go is the New Orleans Mission Team, for
the 4th straight year. They will work on housing in the
9th Ward – so much already done, so much more still to
do. They will also help to prepare and deliver meals
and to assist an inner city school with their summer
program. So far, 14 missioners are signed up.
Dar es Salaam in Tanzania is our newest mission field.
Our former seminarian, Jennifer Andrews-Weckerly,

inspired three parishioners to go in August to find a
project for a larger Grace team in 2010. They will join
Fr. Johana and the Bishop of the Diocese of Dar in this
discernment. Please keep Cindy Diehl, Theresa
Lewallen and Eleanor Reed in your prayers.
A generous grant of $5000 from the Vestry to the
Outreach Committee, and another $3200 requested from
the diocese, are helping to make these four mission trips
possible. Thank you one and all! Please join the
mission teams, both returning and going, for a gala
brunch in Merrow Hall on June 28 so we can thank
them for their support in person.
— John Berry

Dear Grace,
I want to thank you for being such a wonderful place of formation during my time as your seminarian.
It has been a great pleasure to share in your journey in Christ, to learn and serve with you, and to share
the wonders of God’s mercy with you. Thank you all for being such wonderful mentors, companions,
and partners in the journey. I especially want to thank you for the celebratory Coffee Hour. The food
was delicious and the flowers were beautiful. Thank you also for the gorgeous stole. I am excited for
the day I am ordained and can wear it. It will be a wonderful reminder of my time at Grace. Thank you
also for the picture of the Christmas altar. It will be a great physical memory of my service at the altar
with you.
As many of you heard, I have accepted a call to Christ Church Christiana Hundred in Wilmington,
Delaware. I will serve as a curate there for two years. I will also be ordained to the diaconate on
Wednesday, June 24, at 7:00 pm at the Cathedral Church of St. John in Wilmington, Delaware. I know
it is about a 2 ½ drive, but you are all welcome to come and celebrate this time with me. I have listed
our new contact information below in the hopes of hearing about your walk in Christ in the coming
years. Many blessings on each of your ministries!
Christ’s Peace,
Jennifer Andrews-Weckerly
2009 Shallcross Avenue
Wilmington, DE 19806
jennifer.andrews@alumni.duke.edu
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Music Notes
The Best-Laid Plans
Only a few days after submitting my article last month,
things transpired to change the dates of two events I
mentioned. The following is, hopefully, the correct
information that I hope you will want to add to your
calendar.
The all-choirs musical event scheduled for June 20 has
now been cancelled, but the musical “It’s Cool In the
Furnace” to be sung by the St. Nicholas Choir will now
take place on Friday, October 2. This will give all the
singers a chance to be there since several were going to
be away on vacations
with their families in
June. This musical is a
humorous telling of the
story of Daniel in the
fiery furnace – you don’t
want to miss it!
The blessing and
dedication of the organ
will now take place on
Friday, September 25.
Bishop Jones, who was
with us at the kick-off
dinner for Grace Anew,
will return to celebrate
the completion of our
long-awaited new organ.
(Originally scheduled for
September 18, the date

was moved to allow members of the diocese to attend a
special celebration of Bishop Lee’s ministry in
Richmond.)
The inaugural concert on the organ will be held on
Sunday, September 27 at 6:00 pm. Both these events
will take place on the weekend of our annual Founders’
Day celebration—a great way to rejoice in the
continuing presence of Grace Church in our community!

Organ Update
The organ builder has recently visited the woodworking
shop in southwestern
Virginia where key
components of our
instrument are being
constructed. He has
also recently visited the
shop of the pipe voicer
in Brooklyn who is
giving each of the
several thousand pipes
its unique voice. He
has kindly sent some
photographs that I share
with you. The large
wooden pipes are the
lowest pitches of the
pedal; they will be in
the façade of the towers
on either side of the
gallery arch. The metal pipes will be inside the organ
case along with many others; note the very small
pipes not much larger than a pencil. The tower of
boxes is actually a stack of several wind reservoirs;
they hold the wind in reserve so that when a key is
pressed there is sufficient wind to give the pipe
speech.
We hope that many of these components will begin
to arrive at Grace within the next few weeks. By late
June there should be real evidence that the organ is
well on its way!
— Thom Robertson, Director of Music

Photo above are the metal pipes and at left the pedal
contrabass for the new organ.
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Senior Warden’s Report
The Vestry has been busy over the past two months with activities focused
on both visions for Grace Church and practical exercises to execute these
visions. Minutes from our monthly meetings are posted on the bulletin
board near the parish office and are available on our church website. Take
a moment to check this material if you want to keep up-to-date on our
parish leadership.
Several top issues have been considered in April and May meetings:
Third clergy – generous giving by our parish offerings and pledges are
closing the projected budget deficit, and as a result the Vestry voted in May
to affirm the Personnel Committee search for a new part-time clergy.
Several candidates have been interviewed and we are close to making a
recommendation to the Rector. This addition to our staff will focus on
children, youth and young family ministries including Christian Education,
the Journey to Adulthood program and other programs to attract and nurture
young families.
Facility Improvements – the nave will be professionally cleaned and new
carpet installed on the Lady Altar and High Altar. The school offices will
be doing some small renovations and various functions will be swapping
spaces during the summer. This will result in more visibility for the Head
of School and more efficient use of the school spaces. The contract for
replacement of our boiler and an upgrade to our HVAC system has been
approved and work will begin at the end of the school year. Look for much
better control of temperature settings in individual rooms and much a more
reliable hot water system.
Visions for Grace – the Vestry took most of the April meeting to have an
in-house retreat allowing us to step back and think about our visions for the
future of Grace. Each month at the beginning of the Vestry meeting a
member of the Vestry to shares their dream for our parish. During the
retreat we re-examined these vision statement, prioritized them and turned
top items into concrete actions. Top items include a variety of
communication projects including continued improvements to the church
website, upgraded internal signage within the church to help visitors and
newcomers find their way, and increased communications about our
programs and services. Christian Education, including the Adult Forum
and children’s programming is also a top priority along with a survey of our
congregation to better understand what people need and want from Grace.
Finally, we need to give more attention to our seniors and to better
understand what these parishioners need and want from our programming.
We will plan a Seniors Lunch in the next few months and work to increase
our communications with this group.
Diocesan Council Alternate – Barry Joyner has been elected as an
alternate delegate to Diocesan Council.
Please check the Vestry minutes for more details on these and other issues
given our review and attention and let us know of your concerns as we
work through the coming months as your Vestry.
With peace and thanksgiving,
—Anne Caputo, Senior Warden
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Shrine Mont 2009!
Mark your calendars for our annual
parish weekend at Shrine Mont
September 11 – 13. This years theme
is “Consider the Lilies,” from Jesus’
Sermon on the Mount: Therefore I
say unto you, do not worry about your
life…look at the birds of the air…
consider the lilies of the field. Jesus
urges us not to focus on the
superficial, but on the Kingdom of
God. How appropriate his words are
for today’s anxious times.
For those who haven’t been, Shrine
Mont is the camp and conference
center for the Diocese of Virginia and
home of the outdoor Cathedral Shrine
of the Transfiguration. It is “a place
where people give thanks to God for
his creation — from the beauty of the
streams, flowers and wildlife which
are at home here, to the people who
come to this place to celebrate being
part of the family of God,” as
beautifully stated on Shrine Mont’s
Web site, www.shrinemont.com.
Shrine Mont is a restful and special
place for individuals and families,
away from the hustle and bustle of
daily life. The weekend includes
many spiritual and fun activities for
adults and children. Once you arrive,
everything is taken care of, and you
can do as much or as little as you
desire.
Registration is held each Sunday in
Merrow Hall between the 9:00 and
11:15 am services. Look for Joyce
Stancil and Kathy Durkin, who will
faithfully answer your questions and
make your reservation.
We look forward to serving you this
year! Please contact us at (703) 6832955 or
Deborah.Crabtree@gracealex.org for
more information.
— Deborah and Tommy Crabtree

7

Children’s Ministries
Sunday School teacher and youth sponsor recognition is June 7 (the last Sunday of Sunday School for the
academic year). Youth Sunday and graduating senior recognition is June 14 (the first Sunday of summer
schedule).

Sunday School
The last day of Sunday School for our children and youth programs is
June 7, 2009. Our dedicated team of teachers have given our children
and youth a year full of engaging activities that allowed them to explore their faith and relationships with God in a safe and loving environment. Please join us on Sunday, June 14 at the 10:00 am service
to recognize the following individuals for their service to our children

Ruth Young
Halina Jones
Judy Willard
Walter Terry
Ramee Gentry
Cindy MacIntyre
Kristine Hess
Erin White
Lisa Medley

Ron Vasallo
Wendy Murphy
Chris Rugaber
Michelle Cox
Alison Campbell
Bill Eckel
Rich Kelly
Khacki Berry
Philip Smith

June Birthdays
6/1
6/1
6/1
6/2
6/2
6/2
6/3
6/3
6/3
6/4
6/4
6/4
6/4
6/5
6/5
6/5
6/6
6/6
6/6
6/7
6/7
6/7
6/8
6/8
6/9
6/9
6/9
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Francis Dombrowski
Jason Spence
Ron Vassallo
John Cunningham
George Waskowicz
Margaret Will
Ava Fraser
Sarah Schultz
Randy Wallace
Abigail Dougherty
Armando Falcon
Sam Woodhead
Ben Yeannakis
Sydney Barron
Charles Binari
Hilda Burcher
Cynthia Puskar
Wolf Ramm
Philip Saphos
Avery Baird
Nikolai Karemyshev
Travis McCartney
Eleanor Reed
Polly Spahr
Lisa Cassady
Kristine Hesse
Amelia Martin

6/10
6/10
6/10
6/10
6/11
6/11
6/12
6/13
6/13
6/14
6/14
6/15
6/16
6/16
6/17
6/17
6/17
6/17
6/18
6/18
6/18
6/18
6/19
6/19
6/19
6/20
6/20

Barbara Biebrich
Jane Rosman
Donna Triplett
Linda Waskowicz
Grace Hughes
Surinder Khanna
Katie Alvarenga
Rowena Lund
Daniel Shaver
Nora Alvarenga
Joyce Ames
Richard Kelly
Jennifer Lednicky
Matt Wolff
Katie Hayden
Sarey Hayden
Shannon Kelly
Hazel Lockwood
Al Baker
Patti Burch
Debra Busker
Sally Stone
Maya Hendricks
Ricardo Sosa
Mark Sweet
Lillian Curley
Cindy Diehl

6/20
6/20
6/21
6/21
6/22
6/22
6/23
6/24
6/24
6/24
6/24
6/25
6/25
6/25
6/25
6/26
6/27
6/27
6/27
6/27
6/28
6/28
6/28
6/29
6/30
6/30
6/30

Jessica Soraghan
Otto Wolff
Tim Dodd
Barbara Read
John Boris
Rachel Rushing
John Raymond
Jonathan Doelp
Anne Lukens
Lew Michael
Karen Wires
Peg Hogarty
Benjamin Martin
Beth Scott
Jackson Spencer
Didem Baird
Maria Cooper
Jean Hawes
Donaline Taylor
Jeff Winter
Paul Bellantoni
Rebecca Funes
Bill Spahr
Margaret Hillsman
Heather Dady
Sara Dubsky
Theresa Lewallen
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Office Volunteers Keep Grace Running
“Grace Episcopal Church, this is [insert name] speaking. How may I help you?”
This is what you usually hear when you call the Grace Church office, and it’s the
cheerful voice of one of our office volunteers. The office volunteers are bound by
the Confidentiality Guidelines of the Diocese whereby we are reminded that we
are needed “to help build up, encourage and help things run smoothly for the
Rector” and—I might add—for his office staff. It takes a total of nineteen people
to do this, as the Grace Church Office is a busy place! Ten people are assigned to
work regularly, others are substitutes, and additional volunteers work on special
projects such as preparing mailings (including Grace Notes) and assisting funeral
guests at the tower doors as necessary. The work in the Office is quite varied, with
some tasks being done every day while others are specific to the day worked.
Answering the phone is high on the list, as this helps limit interruptions to the
work of Beth and Charlotte. We also handle prayer requests; run the copier and
folding machines; maintain the bulletin boards, credenza and tract rack; check the
Visitor books for new members, gather information on Sunday attendance, water
plants, count money from the Alms box, tract rack and coke machine; and, of
course, stuff all of the Sunday bulletins. There are many other odd jobs that come
to us as well, and all of this is summed up in our Volunteer Handbook: Do what
needs to be done and solve as many problems as you can. Until now, we have
needed volunteers chiefly in the morning, but as the workload increases, we may
need to staff the afternoons as well. We are blessed to have a cadre of faithful,
dependable and enthusiastic office volunteers.
— Georgiana Greely and June Huber

Announcement
Upcoming Summer TNT Events
Twenties and Thirties are invited to get up and get out this summer!! Please join
us for the upcoming planned events:
June 6
Hike and Picnic at Great Falls – contact Marianne Swearingen.
July 11
National Gallery of Art, "Heaven on Earth" - contact Margaret Will.
August 4 Picnic and Pat Benatar Concert at Wolf Trap – tickets at wolftrap.org.
For more information, e-mail tnt.coordinator@gracealex.org

Parish Staff
Robert Malm ..................................................Rector
(rector@gracealex.org)
Patrick Carerar ............................. Assistant Rector
(assistant.rector@gracealex.org)
Christine Byrnes ............................Head of School
(office@graceschoolalex.org)
Thom Robertson ...................... Director of Music
(music.director@gracealex.org)
Charlotte Payne Wright......Parish Administrator
(parish.administrator@gracealex.org)
Beth Wiggers .................Administrative Associate
(parish.office@gracealex.org)
Rosa Castillo
..........................Children’s Ministries Coordinator
(kids@gracealex.org)
Ruth Young ........ Children’s Chapel Coordinator
(childrens.chapel@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez ......................................... Sexton

Vestry
Class of 2009
Khacki Berry .........................................Evangelism
Anne Caputo ...................................Senior Warden
Linda Durand..............................Member at Large
Eleanor Reed..................................... School Board
Phil Smith .................................................... Register
Class of 2010
Nat Ames ...................................................Treasurer
Peter Iovino...............................................Outreach
Cynthia Puskar ........................................... Worship
Colin Rushing.......................................Stewardship
Easter Thompson............................. School Board
Class of 2011
Alison Campbell ........................................................
Jeff Gustafson........................................ Fellowship
Rich Kelly ....................................................... Youth
Howell Medley ................................ Junior Warden
Frank Waskowicz .......................Communications
Alternates
Erica McFarquhar ....................................................
Margaret Will.....................................................TNT

Altar Guild Tea: Birds of a Feather
The 9th annual Altar Guild Tea on Saturday, May 9 set a
record attendance with 78 guests who enjoyed an afternoon of
heavenly tea sandwiches, scones and sweet delights. The
event began with an alpha to omega presentation by Patricia
Lamb Bamford, who described the process of organizing,
designing, stitching, mounting and administering the
memorial needlepoint kneelers. Guests were invited to view
the several dozen kneelers in place in the nave. Everyone then
moved on to the auditorium in Merrow Hall, which was
turned into an elegant tea room for the occasion. Floor-length
white tablecloths were topped by mint green, lemon yellow,
and violet squares which in turn were topped with crisp linen
tea cloths. China with a bird motif, sparking silver and
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colorful birds-nest centerpieces completed the scene. Guests
were served an assortment of sandwiches and savories,
followed by hand-made scones with clotted cream and
strawberry jam. The meal concluded with an assortment of
beautiful bird and teapot shaped cookies, brownies, lemon
squares and tea cakes with touch of luscious ripe cherries.
The Afternoon English Blend tea came from Harrods. Fortyfive Altar Guild volunteers worked to make this a very
special event. We collected more $2,400 for the Grace
General Fund. All of the proceeds will go directly to the fund
as the food, tea, china, decorations and table/chair rentals
were donated.
—Anne Caputo, Senior Warden
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Profiles in Ministry

What Happens to the Altar Flowers?

It's Sunday. The 5:00 pm
service has ended. The nave
is dimly lit and deserted
except for one person—a
white-gloved altar guild
member who reverently
removes the three-foot high
floral bouquets from the
High Altar and carries them
to a corner nook of the
sacristy. There she carefully
takes apart the large
arrangements and creates several smaller bouquets. These
are destined to be delivered the next morning, by Grace
Church volunteers, to parishioners whom the rector has
selected, including those who are ill at home or in hospital or
who are celebrating a special occasion such as an anniversary
or birthday.
Unlike some churches that order pre-arranged flowers, Grace
orders loose stems that are arranged by the multi-talented and
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dedicated altar guild,
enhancing the aura of love and
devotion that surrounds the
High Altar. Liz Saalfeld,
Flower Chairman in charge of
ordering the blooms, also adds
a special touch to the floral
arrangements with her eye to
color schemes—red, white and
blue blossoms for Memorial
Day and the Fourth of July,
stalks of wheat in the autumnhued Thanksgiving arrangement and glorious reds on
Pentecost, to name a few.
The creation and delivery of the bouquets is a beautiful and
meaningful way of sharing the glory and joy of a church
service, for each bouquet is accompanied by a Sunday
bulletin that includes the lessons, Gospel readings and the
card pictured above.
— Barbara Morris
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