
 

Newsletter of Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria, Virginia 

Grace Notes 

For many, September brings the start of the school year, the start of the football 
season, and the first day of the fall. For us at Grace Church, September brings Shrine 
Mont, the return to two Sunday Choral services (on the 16th at 9:00 and 11:15 am), 
the first day of Sunday School (23rd), Founders’ Day (30th) and the start of our 
program year. 
 
All of our ministries and activities can be consolidated into 10 different program 
areas: Worship, Education, Evangelism, Pastoral Care, Outreach, Fellowship, 
Stewardship, Youth, Communications and TNT (Twenties and Thirties, young 
adults). Each area has a vestry and non-vestry coordinator. Each area is budgeted. 
Some meet as needed; some meet regularly. 
 
These program areas are directly related to the five baptismal promises we make 
(Book of Common Prayer, pp. 304-305) and the “Prayers” for those about to be baptized 
(p. 304). All baptized Christians are called to represent Christ and his Church in the 
world; and “to work, pray and give for the spread of the Kingdom of God” (p. 856). We are 
also called to private prayer and to weekly corporate worship. 
 
Normally we have many newcomers visit in September. This is a good month to 
affirm the discipline of regular Sunday worship and church membership. It is also a 
good time to review our financial commitments and begin to plan for the fall pledge 
campaign.  
 
I’d like to ask you to:  
 

1. Help greet and meet newcomers on Sundays; introduce yourself to someone 
you don’t know 

2. Welcome our new Assistant and our new Music Director (if you haven’t yet) 
3. Review your disciplines of regular church attendance on Sunday and financial 

giving to the parish 
4. Come to the “Ministry Fair”/Sign-on Sunday on the 16th to consider 

continuing an existing ministry and/or beginning a new ministry. Our 
program areas need everyone’s support. 

 
September’s lectionary on Sundays includes several passages from the Letter of 
James. This letter is more of a sermon, encouraging Christians how to live in the 
world. Two of the more well-known verses remind me of all we celebrate in 
September, “…be doers of the word, and not merely hearers…” (1:22) and “Draw near to God 
and God will draw near to you…” (4:8). 
 
I look forward to seeing you in September. 
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 Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday Schedule through Sep. 9 
Holy Eucharist Rite I ................... 7:30 am 
La Santa Eucaristía ....................... 9:00 am 
Child Care ....................... 9:45 – 11:15 am 
Choral Eucharist* .....................  10:00 am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II ................ 5:00 pm 
 

Sunday Schedule beginning Sep. 16 
Holy Eucharist Rite I ................... 7:30 am  
Child Care ................... 8:45 am–12:45 pm  
La Santa Eucaristía ....................... 9:00 am  
Choral Eucharist Rite II .............. 9:00 am  
Christian Ed classes ................... 10:15 am  
Choral Eucharist Rite I ............. 11:15 am  
Holy Eucharist Rite II ................ 5:00 pm 
 

Weekday Schedule 
Tuesdays, Rite II with healing ... 6:30 pm 
Wednesdays, Rite I ....................... 7:00 am 
Thursdays* .................................. 12:15 pm 
 
*Alternating Rite I and Rite II weekly 
 

About Grace Notes 
 
Grace Notes is published 10 times a 
year by Grace Episcopal Church, 
Alexandria, Virginia – monthly except 
for combined July/August and 
December/January issues. The 
deadline for submitting copy is 
midnight on the 15th of the preceding 
month.  
 
The next Grace Notes deadline is 
September 15 for the October issue. 
Articles should be submitted by e-mail 
to grace.notes@gracealex.org. All 
articles are subject to editing.  
 
Grace Church’s newsletter team 
includes Amy Barron, Gary Carter, 
Kristine Hesse, June Huber, Lee 
Meeks, Sarah Schultz and Beth 
Wiggers. 
 

From the Assistant to the Rector 
 

I began in my new position as the Assistant to the Rector on July 1, a Sunday. 
When I chose this date to begin, I just thought “first day of the month,” not 
realizing that my very first day was to be a Sunday. It was a whirlwind of 
activity for me—everything was new and I was eager to do my best and to 
make a good impression. It had already been a busy summer. Over the 
preceding six weeks I had graduated from seminary, traveled to Haiti, been 
ordained, and co-led a Venture Crew high adventure sailing trip to the 
Bahamas. Looking back, I may have been packing a bit much into those weeks. 
Honestly, the whole past year has been busy with finally gaining postulancy, 
securing a spot at the Virginia Seminary as a one-year senior, diving into 
student life, and completing all of the practical requirements remaining for the 
Master of Divinity that remained beyond my academic work for the Master of 
Theological Studies (2006.) 
 
The Epistle for my first Sunday was from Paul’s Second Letter to the 
Corinthians, 8:7-15. Paul wrote, “in this matter I am giving my advice: it is 
appropriate for you who began last year not only to do something but even to 
desire to do something—now finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be 
matched by completing it according to your means. For if the eagerness is 
there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has.” I know that the Revised 
Common Lectionary reading for Sunday, July 1, 2012 was set well before—but 
I couldn’t help but feel that God was speaking directly to me in the Scripture 
readings that morning. As I sat on the deacon’s bench and looked out at all of 
the friendly faces in the congregation, these words of Paul’s felt so welcome. I 
hope that there were new deacons all over the USA finding strength and 
encouragement in the epistle that morning! 
 
The summer continued to be busy as I became familiar with Grace Church and 
with all of the wonderful people who have welcomed me. There were funerals 
and a wedding, visits to the sick and the homebound, blessings on new babies 
and prayers for those in nursing homes. Each weekday morning, the clergy 
gather for Morning Prayer. We pray for the names in the church directory and 
for those on the prayer list. These names have become familiar faces and new 
friends. The Lay Eucharistic Ministers, the acolytes, and the Altar Guild have 
become teammates as we prepare for worship. The folk who worship with La 
Gracia have welcomed me with hugs and smiles each Sunday. Grace church is 
becoming my family, too. 
 
Thank you to everyone for your kind words, encouragement and assistance to 
me in learning the “Grace ways.” I have felt you echo Paul’s words, “as you 
excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and 
in our love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous 
undertaking.” Thank you for your blessing upon my new ministry. 

In Christ, 
The Rev. Leslie Nuñez Steffensen, Deacon 

 

Grace Church is: 
A center for worship and fellowship 

A school for discipleship and stewardship 

A community for healing and outreach 

mailto:grace.notes@gracealex.org
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Music Notes 
 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Grace Church, 
 
I am honored and delighted to have been called as your new Director of Music! After interviewing with the Search Committee 
and Fr. Malm, I knew immediately that Grace Church was a warm, Spirit-filled Christian community that takes its 
commitment to beautiful worship and music seriously—yet also knows how to have fun. I instantly felt a strong call towards 
this faith community. I am eager to get to know all of you and engage in the ministry of music as a vital part of the Anglican 
tradition of "worship in the beauty of holiness," as Fr. Malm has eloquently described it. I will also look forward to meeting 
many of you at the Shrine Mont weekend. 
 
But before the busy fall schedule commences, I want to extend an invitation to any of you who are interested in making music 
at Grace to consider joining one (or more!) of our choirs. We will ease into the regular fall schedule by having initial 
rehearsals/meetings during the week prior to Shrine Mont. On Wednesday, September 5, we will have an introductory meeting 
of parents and choristers wishing to join the St. Nicholas Choir. This will be at the usual time of 6:30 pm in the Choir Room. 
Immediately following, at 7:15 pm, the Alleluia Singers will have their first meeting and rehearsal. The following day, 
Thursday, September 6, at 7 pm, there will be an organizational and introductory meeting for anyone interested in the hand 
bell choir. Then, at 8:15 pm, the Schola Cantorum will have their first rehearsal. I look forward to seeing many of you on those 
dates. Please feel free to attend the meetings out of curiosity, especially if you feel that the music program is calling you to 
participate—but you are not quite sure! All are invited. 
 
Finally, although it is only September that is approaching, liturgical planning necessitates thinking towards Christmas and 
Easter. In that vein, I invite you to prayerfully consider contributing financially towards the Music Fund, which allows for the 
hiring of instrumentalists on the major feasts of the church year and other special occasions. (Funding a brass quintet for 
Christmas Eve is around $2,500 and for the Great Vigil of Easter, around $1,250.) I am eager to continue this tradition of 
splendid instrumental music to which my predecessor, Thom Robertson, was firmly committed. 
 
Already I have been heartily welcomed by everyone at Grace Church, and I am very thankful for that. As the program year 
begins, I hope you will take a moment to look at the Special Events calendar and mark your personal calendars with the dates 
of our special liturgical and musical events, such as the Procession of Advent Lessons and Carols on December 2, Christmas 
Lessons and Carols on December 30, an organ recital on February 8, and a Choral Evensong for Eastertide on April 28. I am 
looking forward to engaging in ministry with all of you! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Kyle Babin 

 
Winter Clothing Drive: Please Consider Volunteering! 

 
In September and October, Grace will be joining with St. Rita's Catholic Church, down the street, to sponsor a winter clothing 
drive for residents in the Arlandria area. Last year, St. Rita's was able to provide assistance to 137 families in our 
neighborhood, and we're hoping that Grace's participation this year will help us to at least double that number. Please bring 
your clean, gently-worn winter clothing items (e.g., coats, scarves, gloves) to Grace the last three Sundays in September 
(September 16, 23 and 30). We will be collecting the clothing following the 9 am and 11:15 am services.  
 
We are in need of volunteers to help collect the clothing on those dates. The clothing will be distributed at St. Rita's school 
hall on Saturday morning, October 13. We will need volunteers to help set up at St. Rita's the Friday evening before, and to 
help distribute the clothing that Saturday morning. 
 
This is a wonderful way for us to partner with another faith community in our neighborhood and to provide a vital service in 
helping to further God's kingdom right here in our own back yard. If you'd like to help with this project, please contact Kemp 
Williams at kemp.gracealex@gmail.com. 
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Vacation Bible School 2012 

 
Climb Aboard the Disciple-SHIP! 

 
 
Our community Vacation Bible School with Christ Church 
Alexandria and many of our neighbors was an exciting week 
at Grace with 140 campers, over 50 adult volunteers, and 
over 25 teen counselors (who had so much fun they brought 
their friends to help by the end of the week)! 
 
Our theme this year was Climb Aboard the Disciple-
SHIP!  VBSers were invited to climb aboard the Disciple-
SHIP and learn about Jesus’ twelve disciples and how we can 
be disciples, too. Along with enjoying worship and music 
together, each camper explored discipleship through art, 
drama, stories, cooking, and film. 

 
Our full day campers also explored the organ and organ loft with 
“Oh, the Organ,” learned more about the mysteries of worship in 
“Sacristy Secrets,” prepared snacks for fellow campers, created 
inspired artwork, and enjoyed God’s creation outside in water play. 
 
The VBS team is already beginning to plan for next year’s session, 
which will run July 8–12, 2013. Mark your calendars and plan to 
join us as we journey through another great adventure with 
parishioners, friends and neighbors. 
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Bishop Goff to Speak at Region IV Meeting in September: All are invited! 
 
The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, the new suffragan bishop of Virginia, will be the featured speaker at the 
September 19 meeting of Region IV. All parishioners are invited to attend the meeting and to meet and 
welcome Bishop Goff to Alexandria. There will be time for questions after the bishop’s presentation. 
 
The meeting begins at 7:30 pm and will be held in the parish hall of the Church of St. Clement, at 1701 
North Quaker Lane, Alexandria. 
 
The meeting is a potluck supper.  Please bring a dish to share or wine or soda to drink. 
 

If you have questions, see your parish representative to Region IV or e-mail Cleve Corlett, president of Region IV, at 
cleve.corlett@gracealex.org. 
 
 

Graceful Worship: In Search of Belief 
 
“This book is dangerous. Once you have read it, you can never again mumble the Creed complacently, without thought.” 
So wrote Bob Keeler, a writer for Newsday magazine, in his review of Joan Chittister’s book, In Search of Belief. 
Dangerous? Possibly—if you are reluctant to question what you really believe. Thought-provoking? Certainly—as the 
author examines her own belief in God as expressed in the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
How did I come upon this book? In my June, 2012 article, We Believe In One, Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, I wrote 
about the meaning of this part of the Nicene Creed that we say together every Sunday as part of our worship. Shortly after 
Grace Notes was published, David Adams (a fellow parishioner) suggested that I might enjoy Joan Chittister’s book, and 
shared it with me. He certainly was right. 
 
The author, a Benedictine sister and former prioress of her congregation, provides us with a reverent, thoughtful and 
personal analysis of the meaning of the Apostles’ Creed. And she does it in great depth, examining each part of the Creed, 
chapter by chapter. For example, Chapter 1, “I Believe…”, Chapter 2, “In God…”, Chapter 3, “The Father…”, and so 
on, right up to “Amen.” 
 
If you are now imagining a dry, dense and academic treatment of complex theology, I can happily tell you that you are 
wrong. The book is an easy read, full of personal stories and surprising insights into contemporary issues. For example, in 
the chapter “He Was Conceived by the Holy Spirit…”, she tells about a time when she was learning how to deal with 
chronic pain and limited movement following an accident. 
 

If the presence of God can be contained in the flesh, then all flesh holds the holy in its grasp, all flesh is under the impulse of God. 
The realization is awesome. The flesh that weakens under every conceivable pressure is, at the same time, the flesh that sustains the 
human quest for holiness, nourishes it, maintains it through hard times, and enables it always…. What good is perfection that has 
never known failure? Perfection is only the ability to achieve beyond our imperfections. The truth is that one needs the other to exist. 
People are not born perfect; they become perfect by failing. And, interestingly enough, we call it practice in every arena but the 
spiritual. There we call it failure. What a pity. 

 
I must warn you of one thing. The author is a past president of the Leadership Conference of Women Religious and has 
very progressive views, not only about the role of women in the church, but also about masculine and feminine aspects of 
theology. If you are open to these concepts, you will probably gain new insights. If you lean towards a more traditional 
view, I hope you will—at the very least—find them interesting. 
 
After reading this book, I thanked David and told him that I thought it belonged in our parish library. He was kind 
enough to donate it. So, if I’ve piqued your interest, look for it under the call sign “238 CHI.” 
 

June Huber 

mailto:cleve.corlett@gracealex.org
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From the Junior Warden—A Temporary New Look! 
 
First, a little history. Our Old Narthex doors, which face Russell Road, were hand carved by a parishioner named Dorothy 
Abernathy. The planning began in 1960, work was started in 1964 and the oak doors were completed in 1968. The left door 

medallions show the Seven Sacraments; the right door shows the Seven Gifts of Grace. 
 
While these doors have been lovingly cared for over the years by parishioners, the effects 
of 44 years of wind, rain and sunshine have taken a toll on them. Now, through a generous 
parishioner donation, these doors are being restored and refurbished. The doors have been 
removed and transported to Chatree’s, a long time Old Town antique restorer. Upon the 
doors return, the beautiful writing and intricate medallions that have so long been obscured 
by time and weathering will be once again visible to us. During their absence, some 
temporary doors have been installed to take their place. If you have any questions about 
the progress of the work, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
amy.barron@gracealex.org. 

On Stewardship 
 

Tithing—The Heart of the Matter: Part IV of a Tract by Bishop Francis Gray, Former Assistant Bishop of Virginia 
 

Stewardship is redemptive. Only a fool would not give away that which he cannot keep in order to gain something he cannot lose. 
Nate Saint, martyr 

 
God promises me life eternal. That promise was pledged at my baptism and is lived out by God's grace given each day. 
The life of grace that I am called to live is my response to God's gift. I cannot pay God back, nor can I bribe God to 
give me more of what was given. God's gift is full and complete. I return my gifts to God not because God needs them, 
but because I need to give. As a child gives unneeded dandelions to a parent, I give my tithes to God; not out of duty, 
but out of love. It is the least I can do, because God has given me all things. 
 
At the very heart of my redemptive offering to God is money, for my heart and treasure are in the same place. Most 
people will offer time and talent gladly, because bake sales, rummage sales, raffles, and the like don't get to the heart of 
the matter. With these activities, I see a return on my investment. But when I give money without strings attached, I lose 
control. It is a mystery beyond my control. 
 
As with every mystery, God gives an outward sign to help us appropriate the inward grace. As bread and wine signify the 
reality of the presence of the risen Christ in our midst, the tithe is an outward sign of the mystery of giving. The mystery 
is that God continues to love me no matter what I give back or keep to myself. The mystery if that I keep on struggling 
with this love affair I have with God even though I know the stakes are high and the worldly advantages are not the 
best. 
 
Tithing puts flesh on my commitment. It shows that I attempt to believe that all things are owned by God. It shows that 
I attempt to live into the mystery of my relationship with God. And tithing shows that I will not allow others to pay for 
my faith through their purchase of my leftover junk at the garage sale. To pay for missionaries in Honduras, to keep the 
lights on in the parish, or to make sure that the rector gets a living wage, I have to tithe. This I must do, because our 
Lord had me in mind when he said: "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." I have been purchased with a 
price, the price of Calvary, and nothing I give can increase the value of that gift. But I do know that my sacrificial gift to 
God is a sign that God has gotten to my heart. 

 
Jean Reed 

Non-Vestry Stewardship Coordinator 
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Come to the Ministry Fair and Share Your Gifts! 
Merrow Hall Auditorium 
 September 16, 10:00 am 

 
Come One—Come All! The Grace Church Fall Ministry Fair (aka “Sign-On Sunday”) opens in Merrow Hall Auditorium on 
September 16, following the 9:00 am service of Holy Eucharist. The Fair provides an opportunity for all members and friends 
of Grace Church, old and new alike, to get information on the many different ministries and activities that are available at 
Grace Church. If you’re a “9-o’clocker,” stay after the service and come up to the Auditorium for the Fair, coffee and 
fellowship! If you attend the 11:15 service, come early and join the crowd on the third floor! 
 
Visit the exhibits in Merrow Hall Auditorium for more information on Grace Church ministries and mission. Talk to fellow 
parishioners at the exhibits about their experiences in Grace Church mission and ministry. If you're a new parishioner, we’ll 
have the opportunity to meet you and you'll meet new friends. If you're a long-time member, look around and try something 
new! 

Communications Pastoral Care 

Education Stewardship 

Evangelism Twenties ‘n’ Thirties (TNT) 
Fellowship Worship 

Outreach Youth 

 
You’ll find many opportunities to experience new ministries—to get involved and share your gifts of time and talent. 
 
The Fair is always a fun and rewarding time for those participating and those looking for ways to get involved and share in the 
work and ministries of Grace Church. 

 
Come One—Come All! See you at the Fair! 

Peter Barnes & Jean Reed 
Stewardship Co-Chairs 

 
 

 

 
Grace Episcopal School News 

 
It is with great sadness that the school year will begin without Richard Troyer as the School Board Chair. His support and 
dedication to the school will be deeply missed. Richard worked tirelessly as a board member, and especially as Board 
Chair. His wisdom and guidance as Chair this past year set the stage for our successful 10-year VAIS accreditation. He 
was always trying to put things into perspective and not overreact. 
 
As most of you know, Richard was the project manager “extraordinaire” of the beautiful 50th Anniversary 
Commemorative Walkway and flagpole. He worked steadfastly during the summer of 2011 on seeing the project through 
to fruition. He was so proud last July 4, when I met him at the flagpole in the early morning and we hoisted the U.S. flag 
for the first time—what an exciting moment! Every time we walk on the bricks of the walkway and raise the flags, we will 
be thanking him for his efforts. The beginning of the school year is always an exhilarating time for the students, families, 
and faculty of Grace Episcopal School, but this year will be bittersweet, knowing he is not with us on our first day. 
 

(Continued on page 8)  
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School News… (Continued from page 7) 

 
Open House for all classes is scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 4 from 9:00 am-noon. The school year 
begins on Wednesday, September 5. This year, our 
opening chapel service takes place on Friday, 
September 14. I invite all parishioners and families 
to join us that morning at 9:00 am. This is an 
important welcoming service for new and returning 
families, as we join together with the faculty and 
clergy for the school year. 
 
I welcome the new school board members who 
joined the board in July. Those new to the board for 
2012-2013 are: Rob Cheron, Early Childhood 
Representative; Jason Gray, Community 
Representative; and Maxine Meeks, Parents 
Association President. They join returning School 
Board members: June Huber, School Board Chair; 
Mary Hix, Treasurer; Sandy Tinkham, Secretary; 
John Berry, Fr. Malm, Rick Eudy, Jona Gilliam, 
Jonathan Wolcott and Trisha Miller. I would like to 
thank the members of the Board that rotated off the 
board June 30 for their care and service. They are: 
Jim Woolwine, Christine Washington, Tania Shand 
and Patt Sullivan-Perry. 
 
The school board, faculty, staff and I look forward 
to the coming school year! 
 

Chris Stegmaier Byrnes 
Head of School 

 
 

From the Senior Warden:  
New Photo and Video Policy 

 
Earlier this year, the Vestry unanimously voted to 
implement a new photo and video policy for the church. 
The policy builds on guidelines issued by the Diocese of 
Virginia. 
 
As with Grace's other policies and procedures, the new 
photo and video policy is available for review on the 
church's website: www.gracealex.org and is printed below.  
 

Robby Schrum 
Senior Warden 

 
 

Grace Episcopal Church Photo and Video Policy 
Approved by the Vestry on May 15, 2012 

 
Photographs and videos taken during church-sponsored 
events may be published in Grace Notes and/or other 
Grace Church media, including but not limited to the 

church's website, photo collage board, and Facebook page. 
Photos and videos posted to the church website or on the 
church's Facebook page can be removed if so requested. 
Names of minors appearing in photos and videos are not 

published in Grace Notes or electronic media. When 
photos are posted to the photo collage board, minors are 

identified only by first names. 
 

Parents who wish to request that images of their minor 
children be excluded from appearances in official Grace 

Church media are invited to do so by contacting the parish 
office. 

 
Sale of Photos 

Photos taken at church events and posted on the photo 
collage board are offered for sale at various times of the 

year. Any profits generated from the sale of the photos are 
given to the church. If a parishioner objects to a photo of 
him or her being sold, he or she should contact the parish 

office. 
 

Photo and Video Policy during Services 
The use of flash is not permitted during services. Cameras 

are to be set with flash off for photos and video during 
Holy Eucharist, weddings, baptisms, confirmations, etc. 

Photos or video with flash are permitted after services are 
finished. 

 

http://www.gracealex.org/
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Downton Abbey Visits Grace Church—Again! 
 
Did you miss the splendid program on Downton Abbey featured at the May Altar 
Guild Tea? Then you’re in luck! Eleanor Reed has agreed to offer a reprise of her 
popular talk on the PBS Downton Abbey series, including the roles both upstairs 
and downstairs staff would play in an Edwardian country house of the 1910’s and 
1920’s. Learn the difference between a ‘High Tea’ and a ‘Low Tea’ as well as a 
deeper understanding of several of the key characters in the series. 
 
The 45-minute talk will take place in Merrow Hall Auditorium on Friday, September 
21, beginning at 7:00 pm. Light dessert refreshments will be offered and you’ll have an opportunity to linger and discuss your 
favorite characters and themes. No reservations needed, just come and enjoy this popular presentation. 

 
 

 
Twenties ‘n’ Thirties (TNT) 

 
Attention all parishioners! The summer is almost over and the fall is about to begin. What better way to kick 
off the Fall/Winter season than with the schedule of upcoming events hosted by TNT. You don't have to be 
20-30 to attend our events; we encourage all parishioners that are young at heart to attend our events and get 
to know your fellow parishioners. We have posted the event dates on Facebook on the Grace TNT group 
page; however, here are the dates for those who are not on Facebook: 
 

 Happy Hour—Friday, 9/28 @ 6:00 pm; Greene Turtle Ballston, 900 N. Glebe Road, Arlington 

 Fall Brunch—Sunday, 10/14 after the 11:15 am service; location TBD 

 Happy Hour—Friday, 11/30 @ 7:30 pm; location TBD 

 Winter Dinner—Saturday, 12/15 @ 8:00 pm; location TBD 
  
Please contact joy.stjohn@gracealex.org or robby.schrum@gracealex.org if you are interested in attending any 
of the events or joining the TNT group. We would love to add you to the list. :-) 

From the Parish Register 
 
Baptism:  Natalie Jane Kupczyk, daughter of Katherine Zucca and Chris Kupczyk 
 
Marriage:  Nancy Edna Velasquez & John Foster Kendrick 
 
Requiems:  M. Patton (Pat) Echols, Jr. 

Hugh Loweth 
Richard Troyer 

 

mailto:joy.stjohn@gracealex.org
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Mission to Alabama  
 
In mid-July this summer, ten EYC youth and six adults had the opportunity to travel to Scottsboro, Alabama to help those 
affected by the 2011 tornados. We stayed at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church and were amazed at the talents and kindness of their 
rector, Fr. Dex (Dexter Bender), and the parishioners. We were truly touched by their generosity, as they opened their doors, 
baked goods for our return and brought fresh peaches from the orchard. 
 
The area was hit by three massive tornados in one day, damaging or destroying people’s lives and homes. We had the privilege 
of helping Mr. Charles and Mr. Spencer in building roofing structures over their decks. During the week we learned of the 

horrific events they survived as we listened to their personal stories, and we 
were able to give them some sense of peace in their life by helping them 
rebuild and create new memories. 
 
The work was challenging and at times very frustrating, whether it was from 
the rain or being told that the structural plans you worked on wouldn’t work 
because there was not enough tin for the roof. But that did not stop Grace 
Missioners from conquering these obstacles. At the end of week we not only 
gave these families roofs over their decks, but also gave them a sense of ease 
and hope that they have not felt in over 16 months. 
 
As Gandhi once said, “A small body of determined spirits fired by an 

unquenchable faith in their mission can alter the course of history.” Though we did not alter the course of humanity as we 
know it, we made an impact on the lives of those we helped. Their impact on our lives was even greater, and we return with 
vigor in faith and humility in our hearts. 

Chad Eckles 
“The Soccer Mom” 

 
Tutor and Change Two Lives! 

 
One of the outreach programs that Grace Church has supported for several years is The Alexandria Tutoring Consortium 
(ATC), whose mission is to help ensure that all students in Alexandria City Public Schools read at or above grade level by the 
end of second grade. To achieve this goal, volunteer tutors are needed to work one-on-one with kindergarten and first grade 
students once or twice a week during the school year. Training, lesson plans, materials targeted at each child’s reading needs 
and support are provided. 
 
One of the great things about the program is that it works: 85% of the 192 children tutored last year reached their spring 
grade level literacy benchmarks! About a dozen tutors from Grace Church were part of that successful effort. Another great 
thing about the program is how rewarding it is for the tutors themselves. As one tutor remarked, “So little effort for the 
volunteer, yet so rewarding!” And for the child, learning to read can make a difference that lasts a lifetime. 
 
Please consider volunteering to be a tutor this year. For more information or to sign up, please go to 
www.alexandriatutors.org or call 703-549-6670, ext. 119. You may also contact parishioner Diana Jarrett at 
diana.jarrett@gracealex.org or 703-370-3846. 

 

http://www.alexandriatutors.org/
mailto:diana.jarrett@gracealex.org
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Grace Church Founders’ Day Dinner: September 30th, 6:30 pm 
 
Make your plans now to attend the celebration of the 157th anniversary of the founding of Grace Episcopal Church, 
beginning with the Founders’ Day Dinner at 6:30 pm, September 30, in Merrow Hall Auditorium. 
 
A gala, fun-filled Founders’ Day parish potluck dinner, entertainment, and a great guest speaker—The Rev. Daniel Robayo, 
Rector, Emmanuel Church, will follow Founders’ Day celebrations of the Holy Eucharist with all the glorious liturgy and 
musical offerings that characterize Grace Church. Look for more information in the Sunday bulletins, on the parish website, 
and on posters and sign-up rosters at Shrine Mont and at the Church as we get closer to Founders’ Day. Make your 
reservations early for the dinner. 
 
Founders’ Day provides us, as individuals and as a parish, the opportunity to reflect on the vision and commitment of the 
hundreds, indeed thousands, of faithful servants and courageous stewards who have preceded us at Grace Church, and their 
gifts to the glory of God that have been shared with us. Grace Church has been a place of vision, purpose and action since its 
founding 157 years ago. It is a place where we can not only reflect on the love of Jesus Christ, but also act on His example in 
the world by sharing our gifts and fulfilling the vision and mission of Grace Church—a center for worship and fellowship, a 
school for discipleship and stewardship, and a community for healing and outreach. 
 
Mark your calendars and plan now for the Founders’ Day Celebrations of Holy Eucharist at all services on Sunday, September 
30 and attend the Founders’ Day Dinner at 6:30 pm in Merrow Hall Auditorium. See you there! 
 
“Stewardship is all that I do with all that I have, after I say, ‘I believe!’” 
Stewardship Is—Sharing Our Gifts! 

Peter Barnes & Jean Reed 
Stewardship Co-Chairs 

 

 
 

 
September Birthdays 

 
9/1  Teresa Preston 
9/1  Lorna Worley  
9/2  Michael Heintz 
9/2  Nancy Macklin 
9/2  Logan Rockhold 
9/2  Joy St. John  
9/3  Neal Goodson 
9/4  Fiona Dowell  
9/4  Caroline Martin 
9/4  Don Rae  
9/5  Sarah McElwain 
9/5  Nathan Moore 
9/5  Charlie Pease  
9/6  Peter Barnes  
9/7  Cathy Puskar  
9/7  Philip Smith  
9/7  David Tuma  
9/9  Taso Janevski 
  
 

 
9/9  Graham Kalan 
9/9  Mike Reed  
9/11  Edward Corlett 
9/11  Daisy MacIntyre 
9/11  Kaylie Schmitz 
9/12  Jennifer Walden 
9/14  Peyton Kalan  
9/14  Vola Lawson  
9/15  Jay O'Malley  
9/16  Mary Beyreuther 
9/16  Lori Dodd  
9/16  Nancy Graves  
9/16  Elizabeth Imphong 
9/16  Cole Ruff  
9/16  John Wires  
9/17  Bob Malm  
9/17  Caroline Shaver 
  
  

 
9/17  David Tepper 
9/18  Rosemary Falcon 
9/18  Paula Fleming  
9/18  Nathan Moore 
9/18  Dutch Zuidema 
9/19  Jean Harmon  
9/19  Michael Mergens 
9/20  Allyson Corlett 
9/20  Hermann Gerber 
9/20  Susy Howard  
9/21  Chris Malm  
9/21  Marco Ovando 
9/21  Hayley Winter  
9/22  Corey Hastings 
9/22  Jennifer Long  
9/22  Bill Robinson  
9/23  Janet Baker  
  
 

 
9/23  Michael Dombrowski 
9/23  Lesa Miller 
9/23  Neille Russell  
9/23  Griffin Winter  
9/24  Rosemary Pollard 
9/24  Nick Robinson 
9/24  Julie Simonton 
9/25  Jamie Barr  
9/26  Cooper Johnson 
9/26  Evan Metz  
9/27  Rick Eudy  
9/27  Leslie Malm  
9/28  McKinley Cronin 
9/28  Tracy Enger  
9/28  Ken Griffin  
9/29  Arun Khanna  
9/29  Scott Rosman  
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Parish Staff 
Robert Malm ............................................. Rector 
 (rector@gracealex.org) 
Leslie Steffensen ..........Assistant to the Rector 
 (assistant.rector@gracealex.org) 
Christine Byrnes ...................... Head of School 
 (office@graceschoolalex.org) 
Julie Simonton Assistant for Family Ministries 
 (family.ministries@gracealex.org) 
Ruth Young Children’s Chapel Coordinator 

(ruth.young@gracealex.org) 
Kyle Babin ...........................  Director of Music 
 (music.director@gracealex.org) 
Charlotte Payne Wright. Parish Administrator 
 (parish.administrator@gracealex.org) 
Beth Wiggers ............ Administrative Associate 
 (parish.office@gracealex.org) 
Pedro Hernandez .................................... Sexton 
  

Vestry 
Class of 2012 
Amy Barron ............................... Junior Warden 
Lisa Bellantoni  ...................................... Register 
Kelly Gable ........................................ Education 
Theresa Lewallen  ................ Member-at-Large 
Robby Schrum ............... Senior Warden/TNT 
 

Class of 2013 
Peter Barnes .................................... Stewardship 
Deborah Crabtree ................................ Worship 
June Huber ................................... School Board 
Lee Meeks ............................... Communications 
Mary-Lacey Reuther .................... Pastoral Care 
 

Class of 2014 
John Berry .................................... School Board 
Elizabeth Legere ............................. Stewardship 
Erica McFarquhar ............................. Treasurer  
Mai-Lan Smith ................................. Evangelism 
Kemp Williams .................................... Outreach 
  

Alternates 
Lisa Medley ............................................... Youth 
Lynn Rohrs ....................................... Fellowship 
 

Non-Vestry Coordinators 
Gary Carter........................................ Fellowship 
Chad Eckles .......................................... Worship 
Kristine Hesse ....................... Communications 
Rich Kelly .................................................. Youth 
Nancy Lorentz ................................... Education 
Cindy MacIntyre .............................. Evangelism 
Jean Reed ......................................... Stewardship 
Joy St. John ................................................. TNT 
Heather Hurley ............................. Pastoral Care 
Mary Ann Ryan ................................... Outreach 
                     

 
 

 
 

Upcoming Opportunities for Children, Youth and Parents 
 

Family Steering Committee 
Do you love Grace’s family programs and want to contribute in some 
way, but find yourself too busy during the school year to volunteer on 
Sunday mornings? Consider joining our newly forming Family Steering 
Committee. This group will meet four times during the year to assist 
with behind-the-scenes work, support our gifted teachers and nurture 
our family faith formation programs. Do join in! 
 

Sunday School 
Are you discerning the call to teach? All parishioners are warmly invited 
to consider the vital ministry of journeying with our children and teens 
through their faith formation. Many types of teaching and support 
opportunities are available; please prayerfully consider participating in 
this important ministry. 
 

Children and Youth Classes begin September 23 
A warm welcome to all our Growing at Grace children and teens! 
Classes begin for ages 3 years old (and potty trained) through high 
school seniors on Sunday, September 23rd. Parents are invited to 
review the supply and snack lists (available in classrooms, on the 
website, or at our Sign-on Sunday table) to learn how to contribute 
toward our vital children and teen ministries. 
 

Children’s Chapel 
Children’s Chapel resumes @ 9:00 am on September 16. When our 
morning services return to the regular schedule, so does Children’s 
Chapel. Children ages 3 (and potty trained) through 1st grade are 
warmly welcome to experience worship at an age-appropriate level in 
the St. Nicholas room beginning at 9:00 am every Sunday. Children 
rejoin their parents during The Peace. 
 

For more information about these and other family ministries, contact Julie at 
family.ministries@gracealex.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rector@gracealex.org
mailto:assistant.rector@gracealex.org
mailto:office@graceschoolalex.org
mailto:family.ministries@graceales.org
mailto:ruth.young@gracealex.org
mailto:music.director@gracealex.org
mailto:parish.administrator@gracealex.org
mailto:parish.office@gracealex.org
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London Calling: Reflecting on the J2A Pilgrimage 
By Lee Meeks (and many others) 

 
To see God is the end and the beginning; 
God carries us and God goes before us. 

God is the journey, and the journey’s end. 
…from Consolations by Boethius (c. 480-524) 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
Two Indisputable Facts 
 
(1) Over the years, the Grace community has generously supported and interested itself in Grace’s youth programs in general 
and, in our case, the J2A ‘Journey to Adulthood’ program in particular; and, 
 
(2) An amazing group of young adults have sojourned together, physically and metaphorically, in their shared but individual 
journeys to adulthood. 
 
In response to the parish’s generosity and interest, and to share stories from the kids’ pilgrimage trip, which completes their 
time in the J2A program, we have collaborated to share some travel stories and personal reflections about the “London 
Calling” pilgrimage to southern England. 

 
Who We Are 

 
Nearly two years ago, an eager group of young Grace parishioners moved up from “Rite 13” into “Journey 
to Adulthood” and formed into a group of hopeful, someday pilgrims. Almost 2 years later, Peter Eckel, 
Peregrine Enger, Colby Gustafson, Sean Kelly, Jonathan Lorentz, Lucy Medley, Miguel Ortiz, Michael Reed, 
Helen Viera and George Waskowicz, along with their four adult sponsors, Kelly Gable, Lee Meeks, Julie 
Simonton and Jonathan Wolcott all journeyed to southern England to experience the important rite of 
pilgrimage in the kids’ shared journey to adulthood. It was an amazing trip that combined shared goals and 
activities with individual goals and personal aspirations. The overwhelming consensus: the trip was a rousing 
success. 

 
Travelogue 
 
The trip was a great voyage; a semi-whirlwind. Long before we departed from Dulles 
Airport on Monday, July 16, Kelly Gable had crafted a very thoughtful, varied, and 
mobile itinerary that wisely mixed up group activities and spiritual reflection with 
time for the kids to decide for themselves what to do, and also some personal 
downtime. Spiritual activities and secular ones; learning about ourselves through 
learning about British culture and history, and visiting some iconic buildings—
cathedrals and castles—that are both humbling and awe inspiring.  Seeing, learning, 
deciding, assimilating and reflecting…that’s what we did in some form every day. We attended formal religious services in 
different places and held some of our own. We made sure we gathered together as a group each day to reflect on what it all 
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meant. Early in the planning, we realized we needed some continuity, hence the decision to stay in each locale for two nights. 
This had the effect of guiding us in how many places we could visit, and thus, where we could go. 

 
London—Aylesford—Battle—Salisbury—London; these places are where we 
stayed. But where did we go? The trip in England started at the beginning. On 
the first day, we flew uneventfully from Dulles to London Heathrow, arriving 
around 10:00 pm London time. In addition to a great and varied itinerary that 
was educational, fun and spiritually rich, we were also able to add four 
interesting highlights to the trip, thanks to great coordination, good luck, and 
the generous assistance of current and prior parishioners. And, the trip ended 
with joyful family reunions and more fanfare than it began. We had a great 
homecoming at Dulles airport on Wed evening, Jul 25. Perhaps typical of our 
hectic society, the joyful homecoming was intense but brief. George 
immediately headed to Shrine Mont with his dad, Sean and his family had to 

get ready to leave the country very early the next day, other families were poised to begin their own vacations or local activities 
too. Our 10-day break from fast-paced life in Northern Virginia was over, but not forgotten. 
 
London (Tue): We mixed up touring modern London with visiting historic sites and 
attending to important religious sites. We met up with Peter’s sister, Maggie, who has lived in 
London for three years. Starting at Westminster Abbey, we began the day somewhat solemnly 
(and sleepily, not getting going nearly as early as we’d hoped) and then crossed Westminster 
bridge to stroll along Southwark, London’s Thames River south bank, where we walked 
toward Tower Bridge, which was already festooned with the five distinctive Olympic rings. 
 
Aylesford (Wed–Fri): We departed London late morning and headed southeast to The Friars, 
located in Aylesford, East Sussex. The Friars is an active Carmelite priory that dates to the 
year 1242. We stayed there for a reasonably priced place to stay, and so we could be close to 
Canterbury Cathedral and Leeds Castle, but we got so much more. The priory was just one of 
many way points on our journey that forced us to challenge what we know about life and 
ourselves. Buildings that were built nearly 800 years ago are still very actively lived in, 
worshiped in, and receive travelers from around the world. We worshiped with the monks in 
the evening (though we were kind of lost during their service) and received an informative and humorous tour, replete with 
stories about life in the priory from a long time ago. Bro. David, our tour guide, was interesting and inspiring. And he knew 
when to play to the stereotype of a monk in his habit. In one of the four chapels, he showed us some interesting art on the 
walls, depicting the 14 official Stations of the Cross and the unofficial 15th station: the passion itself. He mentioned he’s long 
wanted a poster with all these 15 Stations of the Cross on it. I took 15 individual photos—one for each station—so that I can 
mosaic them together to make that poster he wants. 

 
 

Battle (Fri–Sun): In Battle, we stayed at the Abbey Inn, just across the street 
from Battle Abbey, the abbey William the Conqueror erected to 
commemorate the dead from the Battle of Hastings (1066 AD). Though the 
English lost the Battle of Hastings (after all, William the Conqueror was a 
Norman invader), they consider this one of the most significant battles in 
their history because it led the way to continued consolidation of the nation 
and its institutions. We stayed in Battle two nights and on the 2nd day we were 
graciously hosted in the home of Trevor and Jill Willmott for an afternoon 
BBQ and pool party, the first time the kids got to relax a little. Before leaving 
Battle the next morning (Sunday, July 22), we attended church services at St. 
Mary the Virgin church, about a 3–minute walk from the hotel. We were 
gloriously welcomed and during the sermon, the priest had some kind words 
of solace for us in the name of those who had died in the Colorado movie 

theater shooting. After the service we enjoyed a light breakfast with parishioners. Oddly, the locals knew more about the 
Colorado shooting than we did, since we had been out of touch with our normal news sources. 
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Salisbury (Sun–Tue): We stayed at Sarum College (they operate a B&B for travelers) 
within the Salisbury Cathedral grounds. While in Salisbury, we toured Salisbury 
Cathedral with a gifted docent, and attended Evensong services Sunday evening and 
Matins on Monday morning. At the Matins service, we met the Very Reverend June 
Osborne, who is the first woman Dean of a medieval cathedral, and the Right Reverend 
Nicholas Holtam, the Bishop of Salisbury. Both Dean Osborne and Bishop Nick 
provided us anecdotal stories about the Cathedral and the diocese that were interesting 
and humbling. After services, Bishop Nick accompanied us to breakfast across the 
street in the Sarum College cafeteria. We offer grateful thanks to Fr. John Rick and Joe 

Donovan who arranged this time with the Bishop. While in Salisbury, we also drove north to Stonehenge and toured the 
ancient site there.  

 
 
London (Tue–Wed): We left Salisbury for London and the end of our amazing 
journey through southern England was sadly in sight. One bonus was the last of 
the personal highlights: Julie had arranged for the pilgrims to spend time with 
parishioner Matt Madigan, who was nearby in Windsor with the US Olympic 
rowing team, coaching the women’s double 
scull rowers, Sarah Trowbridge and Margo 
Shumway. Matt has coached Sarah and 
Margot for 7 years. We met Matt near the 
rowing venue and then we went on a Thames 

river cruise, held Holy Eucharist in a local park, went to a restaurant for dinner together, 
and toured as much as we were allowed of the Olympic rowing village. While we were 
with Matt, he shared some life lessons about persistence and the dogged pursuit of 
dreams, through telling about his rowers’ journey to the Olympics. He also offered 
special Olympic gifts to our pilgrims. 

 
 

 

Some Reflections 
 
Personal reflections were sought and developed in a few different ways.  First, we encouraged all of the teens to journal daily. 
Some journaling was structured, such as when we met daily as a group someplace quiet—sometimes indoors and sometimes 

outdoors—to share reflections. The oral reflections shared in group were of two 
types: either related to a particular daily Bible verse that Julie would share with us 
to think about, or reflections on things each of the pilgrims (youth and adult) had 
experienced that day or along the trip. We heard some pretty insightful sharing 
from everyone in these daily sessions. 
 
Jonathan: Canterbury was definitely one of the highlights of the trip. The food and the locals 
were great (though not as awesome as my fellow pilgrims). Canterbury Cathedral was spectacular, 
and the Canterbury Tales were funny and enlightening. 
 
Michael: I think I speak for everyone on the trip when I 
say that it was one amazing experience. To me, it had just 

the right balance of fun and spirituality. I was very pleased with every aspect of the trip. From great lodging, to 
beautiful cathedrals, to very meaningful moments with people you love; this trip had it all. One of my favorite 
parts was just walking around the very iconic city of London. Of course, seeing that one torch thing that people 
cheered for a lot was pretty neat too! All things considered, this trip was a great experience that I will 
remember forever. 
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Helen: My experience at Leeds Castle 
 
On our way to Leeds castle I had an uneasy feeling in the pit of  my stomach. For the past couple of  days I didn't feel very well, but that still didn't 
stop me from moving on with the rest of  the group. Today however, it was a little stronger than usual so I tried to distract myself  with thoughts. I 
looked out the window and couldn't help but smile, it was such a beautiful day even though it was drizzling, and I noticed that I felt differently about 

myself. Thinking deeper, I kind of  felt more mature and my mind was better at resolving 
situations. I felt like I could think more clearly and that the actions I chose were better. 
 
I guess it was because I am usually always around a family member that I rely on for the 
answers and what to do, but now was different. Without my family guiding me, I felt like 
I had to find a new person to rely on and who else better than God himself. All of  my 
fears that I had, I shared with God and I knew he was listening. As these thoughts kept 
circling my head, my stomach began to feel at ease and I was even happier than before. I 
was transforming into a new person and I loved who I was becoming. When we finally 
arrived, everyone was excited about what we were going to do next and who we were going 
to venture off  with. 
 
Of  course I chose to go with my cousin Miguel and he joined in with Jonathan, Michael, 

Colby, and Peregrine. The six of  us went on laughing and joking around, thirsty for knowledge and entertainment which, for the guys, was not hard 
to find at all. It didn’t take us long to choose where we wanted to go but after a while we split up. Jonathan and I went a different direction to 
explore, while the other guys went on laughing together down another path. After a while of  goofing off, Jonathan and I got lost. 
  
I wasn't scared knowing that God was by my side and Jonathan sure made the whole thing a lot 
more interesting. As Jonathan crouched down pretending to hunt peacocks, I enjoyed the scenery and 
thanked God for all the life around me. Finally, after we found “Civilization” the two of  us 
sprinted quickly to the Maze, while making jokes. Jonathan laughed saying, “Wait, if  we got lost 
while using a map, then how do you expect us to find our way out of  the Maze?” I shrugged and 
continued straight. At the front of  the gate, Jonathan and I looked at each other dramatically before 
we darted inside, turning in random directions forward, backwards, left, and right. 
 
There was no specific direction that we were taking, and I didn’t mind it at all. It wasn't long before 
we bumped into Colby and Michael; that was when the competition began, “whoever gets to the end first, wins.” Of  course Jonathan and I made no 
hesitation and ran through the bushy trench. Once again turning in random directions. Eventually we decided we needed some “helpful” directions to 
the top. 
 
Looking up at the people who made it already, we shouted, “Hey, how do you get up there?!” Some people laughed while others began pointing where 
to go next. Me, being short, I had to rely on Jonathan for spotting where our next turn was going to be. Sadly we did not win the competition, but my 
cousin came to the rescue and showed us the way (no thanks to Colby's and Michael's directions). Once we left the maze we ventured on to the Castle 
and enjoyed the tour. We ran into a few obstacles that day but we were never stuck for too long. For the rest of  our eventful day I would reminisce 
back to certain parts of  our little adventure and smile. 

 
Sitting here now I like to think that this was God teaching us something important. 
Throughout life we go down a certain path and will take different directions, where every 
turn takes you somewhere new and sometimes they affect the way you do things or how 
you feel, maybe even the way you think. Sometimes you won’t always find your way out 
of  certain obstacles by yourself, so it's okay to ask others for help; that's what we should 
do more often, when the road is too rough for you there will be people there that could help 
you out. I think that's what God was trying to tell me; I should not only rely on him but 
my family, my friends and my community. That day my day had started with me 
thinking that I only have God to rely on when I'm not with family and ended with me 
knowing that it's okay to get help from the people around me. 
 

That night after praying I slept well, glad that I found out something new that will forever change my actions. I thank my Church, I thank my J2A 
teachers, I thank everyone who helped organize and support this trip. I thank my family, but most of  all I thank God for leading me to this 
pilgrimage that changed who I am today. 
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Peter: I’d like to thank everybody who made this trip possible. Although most of  our time was not spent very seriously, I believe that the trip 
supported my growth in the Body of  Christ. Just standing in all those cathedrals gave me a concrete grasp of  man’s capacity to love God, and in a 
reflexive way, God’s capacity to love man. People died building these cathedrals. While building Salisbury cathedral, the first thing the workers did 
was dig a graveyard. Not just in England, but all around the world, martyrs and Crusaders (however pointless the Crusades may have been) and 
others have loved God enough to give their lives in His service. By way of  my aforementioned logic, God loves us with such that we cannot possibly 
comprehend the magnitude of  His love. But I will continue in my endeavor to more fully understand it. 
 
Lucy: Our trip to England was an amazing experience. Everyone had a great time. As awesome as it was to get lost in the moment, you had to 
remember that this trip was a once in a lifetime deal. It made me appreciate the people on the trip, our church and parishioners even more. On our 

trip, I expanded my friendships and found a new sense of  spirituality. 
 
Peregrine: I feel like I, as common as it might seem, matured during this trip and I have 
learned a lot also. If  I were given a near endless amount of  money on a plastic card I 
probably would have blown it on many things a couple of  years ago. But I've grown to be 
more adult and I am glad that the many people that funded this trip thought that. I have 
never really been a very religious person, but after this trip I believe I have grown closer to 
the truth. I have benefited from this trip and I am happy to have gone and that our 
chaperones took time out of  their lives to guide us. 

 
Lee: This past May, I turned 58 years young. While on pilgrimage (and for the 
2 years leading up to it), I had a wonderful time and reveled in all we did. But 
as I reflect back on being 14, 15, or 16 years old, doing these J2A kinds of  

things, I know much of  the value of  this pilgrimage will likely not be realized immediately. I’ll share two thoughts in this 
regard: (1) the real lessons may not be learned or appreciated till each pilgrim develops some useful contexts within which to 
frame or apply their pilgrimage experiences and insights. As Helen reflects above, some of  the growth is immediate; but other 
of  it is not. And, (2) this turned out to be a pilgrimage of  personal growth for all of  us. I don’t know about past J2A 
pilgrimages, but from talking to all of  my fellow sponsors, there were plenty of  opportunities we four adults seized to reflect 
and learn and grow too.  I know I did. 
 
Lastly, I offer up a secular quote from literature that signifies part of the challenge we were undertaking with these ten kids: 
“Only a few find the way, some don't recognize it when they do—some...don't ever want to,” from The Cheshire Cat, in Lewis 
Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland & Through the Looking-Glass. Growing up is hard. Growing up to be a responsible 
Christian adult is harder. These ten kids are facing that challenge every day with courage, grace, and good humor. If the 
pilgrimage is any indication of their future successes, they are all off to a great start. 

 

Afterward 
 
Many people in and out of  our parish contributed their time, money, energy, 
and ideas—and their love and prayers—to make this journey a success and 
something worthwhile to do. They all deserve a rousing and heartfelt thank 
you. We had hoped to be able to use the “Grace on the Road” blog robustly 
while we were traveling, but that didn’t work out. During the trip Lee Meeks, 
Jonathan Wolcott, and Kelly Gable all posted scores of  pictures to their 
individual facebook pages—meant to be shared with the kids’ parents and the 
greater parish at large—they are still out there and waiting for viewers. Some 
people were able to connect with that source of  the emerging photographic 
record, but others, not so much so. After we’ve been back, many of  the kids 
have posted their own pictures on their own facebook pages, as has Julie. In 
the next couple of  months, we will work on culling through the photos and 
reflections of  the pilgrims to produce a “yearbook’ of  sorts to compile and record some of  our memories and thoughts. On 
October 21, during the 9:00 am service and following at the forum, our pilgrims will offer reflections and share photos. We 
will also strive to find a way to share this and the multitude of  online photos captured during the trip with interested 
parishioners. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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O Thou full of compassion, I commit and commend myself unto Thee, in whom I am, and live, and know. Be Thou the goal of my 
pilgrimage, and my rest by the way. Let my soul take refuge from the crowding turmoil of worldly thoughts beneath the shadow of Thy 

wings. Let my heart, this sea of restless waves, find peace in Thee, O God 
 

-attributed to St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430) 
 
 
 
 

 


