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Rector’s Reflections

Celebrate
June is a month of celebrations. It starts on Sunday, June 2, with the
end of our full Sunday schedule, celebrating our Sunday School
classes, and the last of our two choral services at 9:00 and 11:15
am. On the following Sunday, June 9, we celebrate our Youth at the
first 10:00 am summer Sunday Eucharist, followed by the parish
picnic.
Throughout the month, we celebrate graduations, weddings,
anniversaries and the end of the school year. Each June on the third
Sunday, I celebrate my anniversary as Rector of Grace Church since
1989, now beginning my 25th year!
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Our young people look forward to their vacations from school
starting in June. Many will go off to camps and, at the end of the
month, we celebrate our own Vacation Bible School.
Shrine Mont camps are so important. Shrine Mont can transform
lives. I remember the summer my daughter, Jessica, was on the St.
George’s Camp staff. She still stays in touch with so many from the
camp and staff summers. This was also the last summer my son,
James, attended St. George’s, so it was a real family affair, as
Shrine Mont has been for so many at Grace.
We are now registering parishioners for our own parish weekend at
Shrine Mont, September 6-8. This parish weekend marks the end of
the summer for many of us, and we celebrate the mission of Grace
“to go into all the world…” and share God’s love in Jesus Christ.
Enjoy a month of celebrations. Look forward to a change of pace
for the summer. Join us in our mission. Invite others to come to
Grace and be part of our extended family.
Grace, Peace, Love,
The Rev. Robert H. Malm
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Grace Church is:
A center for worship and fellowship
A school for discipleship and
stewardship
A community for healing and
outreach

Worship Schedule
Sunday Schedule
Holy Eucharist Rite I ........... 7:30 am
Child Care........... 8:45 am–12:45 pm
La Santa Eucaristía .............. 9:00 am
Choral Eucharist Rite II ....... 9:00 am
Christian Ed classes ........... 10:15 am
Choral Eucharist Rite I ...... 11:15 am
Holy Eucharist Rite II .......... 5:00 pm

Sundays beginning June 10
Holy Eucharist Rite I ........... 7:30 am
Child Care........... 9:45 am–11:45 am
La Santa Eucaristía .............. 9:00 am
Choral Eucharist* ............. 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist Rite II .......... 5:00 pm

Weekday Schedule
Tuesday, Rite II w/healing... 6:30 pm
Wednesday, Rite I ............... 7:00 am
Thursday* .......................... 12:15 pm
*alternating Rite I and Rite II weekly

About Grace Notes
Grace Notes is published 10
times a year by Grace Episcopal
Church, Alexandria, Virginia –
monthly except for combined
July/August and
December/January issues. The
deadline for submitting copy is
midnight on the 15th of the
preceeding month.
The next Grace Notes deadline is
June 15, 2013 for the July/August
2013 issue. Articles should be
submitted by e-mail to
grace.notes@gracealex.org. All
articles are subject to editing.
Grace Church’s newsletter team
includes Amy Barron, Gary
Carter, Kristine Hesse, June
Huber, Lee Meeks, Teresa
Preston, Sarah Schultz and Beth
Wiggers.
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From the Assistant to the Rector
It is good to be a “welcoming” Church. Grace does it well. We have
friendly ushers at the door, a friendly parish, and warm fellowship at
coffee hour. Newcomers and visitors are actively welcomed by our
parish. But that may not be enough in this world where even Sunday
morning has to compete with kids’ soccer games or simply sleeping in.
How do we get the message out into our neighborhood that Grace
Episcopal Church is where they should be each Sunday? That we have
something very special that they may want in their lives right here in
our community?
In May, I attended the Bishop’s Spring Conference at Shrine Mont. The
guest speaker was Michael Harvey, the founder of the “Back to Church
Sunday” movement. He spoke to those gathered about the art of the
invitation—how to move from being a “welcoming” church to an
actively “inviting” one. His question for us Episcopalians was, “Why
do we not invite people” to come to our church? What holds us back
from sharing the joy of access to God, love, and glory that we have in
Jesus? I can sum up what he told us over three hours: fear. We fear
asking our friends to come to church with us because of rejection,
losing them as friends, that they won’t like it, and so on. Our fear
numbs the joy that we have as believers. As Christians, as full members
of the body of Christ, we are called by Jesus to discipleship and
delivering the message of access, love, and glory to the world. It should
be as natural as telling a friend about a great movie, recommending a
new restaurant, or reveling at the water cooler at work over how great
the Nationals played that weekend. It should be a natural part of
chatting on the playground, to share our joy in this community at Grace
with our neighbors.
The Grace Church vestry is looking into how we communicate to the
community, our “branding” if you will. Over the next months, you will
begin to see a consistency in the pew cards and newcomers’ pamphlets
in the nave. The website will have some changes, too. All of these
communication methods help the Church to get the message out about
our programs and activities. But really, the most effective way to
spread the word about the joy we have as a Church family is to tell
others about it. Telling our stories of mission, inspiring forum speakers,
children’s programs and beautiful worship is the best way to invite
others to join us. People are looking for meaning in their lives and we
can connect them to the deep joy we find in the many ways we share
Christ’s love at Grace.
Don’t worry about whether your friend or colleague accepts your
invitation. Your success is in the asking! You have modeled successful
discipleship just by facing your fear and asking. What your friend does
with the invitation is up to God. Let God do the work of growing the
seed you’ve planted in their heart—He’ll take it from there!
Peace,
Mother Leslie
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Graceful Worship: Red Letter Days
In a recent Wednesday morning homily, Mother Leslie Steffensen
applied the term “red letter day” to describe our celebration of St.
Philip and St. James, Apostles. She explained that this was a new
term for her, and I thought that my readers might like to know more
about it, since the month of June has nine red letter days—more than
most other months of the year.
A red letter day is a day of special significance, and the term
originates from medieval church calendars. Illuminated manuscripts
often marked initial capitals and highlighted words in red ink, known
as “rubrics” (from the Latin rubrica, meaning red chalk). The First
Council of Nicaea in 325 established the saints' days, feasts and other
holy days, which came to be printed on church calendars in red.
William Caxton, who introduced the printing press to England,
referred to it in The boke of Eneydos, translated and printed in 1490:
"We wryte yet in oure kalenders the hyghe festes wyth rede lettres of
coloure of purpre." The term came into wider usage with the
appearance in 1549 of the first Book of Common Prayer, in which the
calendar showed special holy days in red ink.
On red letter days, judges of the English High Court wear their scarlet robes. In the United Kingdom, other civil
dates have been added to the original religious dates, including anniversaries of the Queen's birthday, accession
and coronation. In the oldest universities of the UK (such as Oxford and Cambridge) where academic dress is
frequently worn, red letter days are called “scarlet days.” Doctors of the university wear their scarlet “festal” or
full-dress gowns (if they have one) instead of their “undress” black gowns.
June Huber

Grace School News: Graduation!
On June 5 during the 9:00 am chapel, Grace Episcopal School will hold graduation exercises for the ten 5th
grade graduates. Two of the graduates attended all eight years here at Grace Episcopal School! We are
extremely proud of their many accomplishments here at Grace and in the community. We wish them the
very best in all that they do in the future. Best of luck to all of you in Middle School!
Chase Allen
Campbell Hodges

Malcolm Beane
Drew Kittredge
Tatianna Ruff-Hobday

Mason Corby
Harry Kittredge

Spencer Foucart
Emma Meeks

Sophie Vande Hei

Many thanks to all of the parishioners who made donations and bought raffle tickets to benefit the Spring
Program for Financial Aid. Your generosity is very much appreciated!
Chris Stegmaier Byrnes
Head of School
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Music at Grace
Summer is finally here! After a great program year of hard
work, our choirs at Grace will get something of a break.
There are no weekly rehearsals during the months of June,
July and August, but we will have a summer choir at the
10:00 am Holy Eucharist. This choir is open to anyone who
would like to give the choir a try. In fact, it is an excellent
opportunity for those of you who might have that fleeting
(or persistent) urge to try out our Adult Choir. If you would
like to participate, simply show up on Sunday mornings at
9:00 am in the St. Cecilia Room. (It might also be nice to
give me a heads up so that I can have a folder prepared for
you!)
Additionally, summer is the time during which we look ahead to the next program year. One of the exciting
changes that will begin in September is an expansion of our choir for children and youth, with a slight restructuring of its schedule and organizational scheme. In order to foster a better sense of this choir being
available to all from reading age through high school for girls (and through voice change for boys), the choir
will no longer be referred to as the “St. Nicholas Choir” but, instead, “The Boys’ and Girls’ Choir.” The former
name of the group seems to imply that the choir is only for young children, which is not the case! In the fall, we
will continue to expand the commitment level and musical maturity of the choir and move to two required, onehour rehearsals during the week. Choristers will have three to four rehearsal options to choose from for their
two required rehearsals. (Stay tuned for details!) Moreover, our tiered Voice for Life curriculum sponsored by
the Royal School of Church Music will reinforce new leadership positions within the choir of Head Chorister
and Deputy Head Chorister(s). The Boys’ and Girls’ Choir is an excellent source of FREE musical education, as
well as spiritual formation. Members need not be parishioners, and in fact, this group can be a major source of
evangelism for Grace Church if we continue to invest our time and energy in its development.
Blessings for a restful summer!
Kyle Babin

From the Library
Looking for light, entertaining and Spirit-filled reading while on vacation this summer? Jan Karon is a lay
Canon for the Arts in the Episcopal Diocese of Quincy (Illinois). She has authored the Mitford Years series
and the Father Tim Novels, contemporary parables set in the fictional community of Mitford, North
Carolina. Reading these novels is like eating peanuts—once you start it’s impossible to stop. Father Tim
Cavanaugh leads you into his world, peopled with very special characters—Cynthia, Dooley, Miss Sadie,
Uncle Billy—who have been created with love and wry humor. What IS liver mush? Where did the
expression “Boy Howdy” come from? Find out by reading the first book, At Home in Mitford [FIC KAR]. I
promise you’ll be hooked!
The library has an eclectic collection of over two hundred fiction books. Check out the listings in the
Looking For Something to Read? binder in the library.
Ex Libris
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Fifty Shades of Earl Grey Featured at
Altar Guild Tea
The 13th Annual Grace Church Altar Guild Tea featuring Lady Grey tea was held on Saturday, May 11. A
record eighty-nine guests began the afternoon entertained by musical offerings from Grace Adult Choir
members, ranging from classical music to Adele to a delightful finale featuring Tea for Two played on
accordion and spoons.
After the sparkling musical selections we moved to the Merrow Hall Auditorium which
was transformed for the day into an elegant tea room with grey tablecloths, red rose
centerpieces and shades of grey china. A life-sized fabric art replica of “Winged Victory”
greeted our guests as they entered the beautifully appointed space. Savory tea
sandwiches, strawberries, cookies and small cakes as well as feather-light scones
complete with clotted cream and strawberry
jam were enjoyed by our guests. Lady Grey
tea was poured, as was Fortnum & Mason
Royal Blend tea.
For the first time we were honored to have
men from the parish as servers for the event
and they were the hit of the
afternoon. Special thanks to Father Malm, Lisle Bean,
Tommy Crabtree, Phil Hickok, Paul Bellantoni, Eric
Bonetti, Howell Medley and Chris Rugaber who ably and
nimbly served tea and platters of tea food to our guests.
The annual tea raised more than $3,100 for the Grace Church General Fund and the Music
Fund. Special thanks to all who contributed silver, linens and china as well as their time
and talent to make the tea a success. The afternoon was enhanced by door prizes, including
a trio of charming table lamps created by Lisle and Denise Bean from teapots and teacups.
It takes more than 45 Altar Guild members and friends to make the afternoon a success and
it’s enjoyed as much by those who prepare it as those who attend. Denise Bean, Ashby
Rushing and Anne Caputo were the Tea co-chairs.
Anne Caputo
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Are You Called to Be A Eucharistic Minister?
The gifts he gave were that some would be “apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ…”[Ephesians 4:11–12]
Worship is central to our life together at Grace Church. And although we only have two clergy on staff, we have
five celebrations of Holy Eucharist on Sunday (four in the summer), three celebrations of Holy Eucharist during
the week (five during Lent), and other celebrations of Holy Eucharist on Holy days, special occasions, and at
weddings and funerals. One of the reasons we are able to celebrate the Holy Eucharist so often and in the beauty
of holiness that is a hallmark of the way we do things at Grace, is because of the many lay people who volunteer
and serve on the Altar Guild, in the choirs, as masters of ceremonies, acolytes, adult acolytes, servers, thurifers,
boat bearers, tapers, lectors, ushers, and Eucharistic ministers.
Have you ever considered serving as a Eucharistic minister? Eucharistic ministers are lay people who assist the
clergy with the administration of Holy Communion during the Sunday and weekday celebrations of the Holy
Eucharist. Eucharistic ministers also lead the Prayers of the People during the Holy Eucharist. In addition to
serving on the altar, some Eucharistic ministers are also licensed as Eucharistic visitors and carry the
sacraments to the sick and shut-ins on the third Sunday of the month. Eucharistic ministers also participate in a
ministry of serving dinners at Carpenter’s Shelter in Alexandria.
To be eligible to serve as a Eucharistic minister, you must be at least 16 years of age, a communicant in good
standing, faithful in worship and stewardship, mature in faith, of good repute in the congregation, and be
appointed by the Rector and licensed by the Bishop. Training will be provided. If you are interested in serving
as a Eucharistic minister or want to find out more about this ministry, please contact Fr. Malm or Michael
Jones, Eucharistic Minister Coordinator (mike.jones@gracealex.org).
Michael S. Jones

FROM THE PARISH REGISTER
Baptisms:
Emerson Blythe Boyd, daughter of Andrew Boyd and Audra Kreger
Emily Dyana Padilla Garcia, daughter of Flor Yancy Garcia Benitez
James Patrick (JP) and Emily LaSalle, children of Ryan and Melissa LaSalle
Audrey Harper Gannon, daughter of Nathan and Vanessa Gannon

Marriage:
Marianne Sara Swearingen and Andrew James Skorupski

Transfers in:
Kimberley Nealon Bomberger, from Christ Church, Alexandria
Marc Louis Lauterbach, from Christ Church, Hudson, Ohio
William Walker Pheil, Jr., from Church of the Holy Comforter, Lutherville, MD

Transfers out:
Daniel and Caroline Shaver, with David and Molly, to St. Andrew’s Church, Burke

6

June 2013 ♦ Grace Notes

Fr. David Kendrick Accepts Call to Serve Missouri Parish
Fr. David Kendrick, a former Grace parishioner who graduated from Virginia Theological Seminary several
years ago and who has been serving as rector of a small parish in Alabama since 2008, has accepted a call to
become rector of St. John's Episcopal Church in Springfield, Mo.
Fr. Kendrick reports that St. John's "is very reminiscent of Grace: Anglo-Catholic but not pretentious about it.”
"I feel . . . assured that God is calling me there," Fr. Kendrick reported in an email. "Laura and I just spent a
wonderful weekend with them, and in celebrating Mass with them on Sunday, it truly felt like 'home' to both of
us. The people are very friendly."
Springfield is a city of about 400,000 and is home to several colleges. His new parishioners, Fr. Kendrick
reported, "want to do college ministry, which I'm very much looking forward to." And, he said, "They are proud
of the outreach they do."
Please keep David and Laura in your prayers as they begin this new ministry in June.
Cleve Corlett

Upcoming Opportunities for Children, Youth and Parents
Shrine Mont summer camp registration is open! Visit www.thediocese.net and click on “Youth and Camps” for
more information.
What is your 5th–12th grader doing this summer? Why volunteering at VBS, of course!
Christ Church and Grace Episcopal Church will partner again this summer for Vacation Bible School. VBS
2013 will take place at Christ Church from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm the week of June 24-28, 2013. Registration is
full for campers, but if you’re in 5th–12th grade and looking for leadership opportunities (and a great addition
to college applications)—join us! Contact Julie Simonton at family.ministries@gracealex.org for more
information.
Sunday, June 2 @ 5:30 pm—Youth Dinner and Fellowship
Come out for our last youth dinner until the fall! If you’re in grades 7–12, join us for a fantastic evening
together!
Contact family.ministries@gracealex.org for information on all things children, youth and parents.
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Leaning into Shrine Mont, part 2…
As of June 1, we’re 97 days away from the 32nd Annual Parish Retreat at Shrine Mont in rustic Orkney Springs,
VA. The behind-the-scenes planning and coordination are ongoing and now it’s time to begin registrations and
other interaction with the wider parish. Both with parish members who know they want to come and also the
ones who aren’t sure yet. This year there are a few process changes to make things as convenient as possible on
everyone:





Online registration. In addition to our traditional and friendly in-person registration during coffee hour
in Merrow Hall, we will also offer online registration, accessed via the Grace Church web site.
Online bill payment. Also, in addition to accepting cash and checks at in-person registration in Merrow
Hall, retreat-goers can pay online via Grace Church’s online bill pay vendor Vanco. Very easy and
convenient; we prefer payments this way for recordkeeping purposes, but everyone is free to pay in the
way they are most comfortable.
We can also accept voluntary scholarship donations for those able and interested in supporting this
ministry, via the online Vanco site.

The parish retreat is always a fun and relaxing time for fellowship and as much ‘together time’ or ‘alone time’
as you want, for yourself or your family members. If you’ve never been, be sure to seek out some of our
regulars and listen to their stories and enthusiasm to help you decide if you’d like to attend this year. Like most
of the ministry areas in the parish, we rely heavily on volunteer support. For Shrine Mont, that really means
time more than money. And, though most of our regular activity coordinators are coming back to help again this
year, we can always use more volunteers. If you are interested in helping out at the retreat, please let your
interest be known to us right away:
lee.meeks@gracealex.org or 703-655-5394 and maxine.meeks@gracealex.org or 703-798-8284.
We hope to see you there.
Lee & Maxine Meeks, 2013 Shrine Mont Coordinators
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Parish Staff
June Birthdays
6/1 Francis Dombrowski
6/1 Ron Vassallo
6/1 Alexander Washington
6/2 John Cunningham
6/2 George Waskowicz
6/2 Jeremy Whelpley
6/2 Margaret Will
6/3 Olivia Albright
6/3 Ava Fraser
6/3 Sarah Schultz
6/3 Randy Wallace
6/4 Armando Falcon
6/4 Sam Woodhead
6/5 Sydney Barron
6/5 Hilda Burcher
6/6 Susan Moore
6/6 Cynthia Puskar
6/6 Wolf Ramm
6/6 Philip Saphos
6/7 Avery Baird
6/7 Nikolai Karamyshev
6/8 Piero Fichera
6/8 Harper Palmby
6/8 Eleanor Reed
6/8 Polly Spahr
6/9 Lisa Cassady
6/9 Kristine Hesse
6/9 Whitney Jackson
6/9 Amelia Martin
6/10 Jane Rosman
6/10 Linda Waskowicz
6/11 Kimberly Bomberger
6/11 Grace Hughes
6/11 Surinder Khanna
6/13 Rowena Lund
6/14 Joyce Ames
6/14 Bryan Schanely
6/15 Richard Kelly
6/16 Jacob Hazelwood
6/16 Avery Murchison
6/16 Matt Wolff
6/17 Katie Hayden
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6/17 Sarey Hayden
6/17 Shannon Kelly
6/18 Al Baker
6/18 Patti Burch
6/18 Debra Busker
6/18 Sally Stone
6/19 Maya Hendricks
6/19 Ricardo Sosa
6/19 Mark Sweet
6/20 Lillian Curley
6/20 Cindy Diehl
6/20 Otto Wolff
6/21 Tim Dodd
6/21 Barbara Read
6/22 John Boris
6/22 Rachel Rushing
6/23 Emerson Boyd
6/23 Charles McElwain
6/24 Jonathan Doelp
6/24 Anne Lukens
6/24 Lew Michael
6/24 Virginia Tucker
6/24 Karen Wires
6/25 Fabian Alvarenga
6/25 Benjamin Martin
6/25 Jackson Spencer
6/25 Judy Willard
6/26 Edward Arthur
6/26 Didem Baird
6/26 Brynn Miller
6/26 Cousteau Rountree
6/27 Maria Cooper
6/27 Jean Hawes
6/27 Isaac Reyes
6/27 Jeff Winter
6/28 Paul Bellantoni
6/28 Andrew Chriss
6/28 Rebecca Funes
6/29 Margaret Hillsman
6/30 Sara Dubsky
6/30 Theresa Lewallen

Robert Malm ..................................... Rector
(rector@gracealex.org)
Leslie Steffensen ......Assistant to the Rector
(assistant.rector@gracealex.org)
Christine Byrnes ................. Head of School
(office@graceschoolalex.org)
Julie Simonton Assistant for Family Ministries
(family.ministries@gracealex.org)
Ruth Young Children’s Chapel
Coordinator
(ruth.young@gracealex.org)
Kyle Babin ..................... Director of Music
(music.director@gracealex.org)
Charlotte Payne WrightParish Administrator
(parish.administrator@gracealex.org)
Beth Wiggers ...... Administrative Associate
(parish.office@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez ...............................Sexton

Vestry
Class of 2013
Peter Barnes .............................. Sr. Warden
Deborah Crabtree ....................... Jr. Warden
Bill Eckel ...................... Assistant Treasurer
June Huber ............................. School Board
Lee Meeks ........................ Member at Large

Class of 2014
John Berry.............................. School Board
Elizabeth Legere ...................... Stewardship
Erica McFarquhar ....................... Treasurer
Mai-Lan Smith .......................... Evangelism
Kemp Williams ............... Register, Worship

Class of 2015
Eric Bonetti ................................ Fellowship
Lisa Medley ....................................... Youth
Barbara Read ......................... Pastoral Care
Mary Ann Ryan ............................ Outreach
Eric Waskowicz .......................... Education

Alternates
Joy St. John .......................................... TNT
Teresa Preston .................. Communications

Non-Vestry Coordinators
Gary Carter ................................ Fellowship
Chad Eckles ................................... Worship
Kristine Hesse .................. Communications
Rich Kelly .......................................... Youth
Nancy Lorentz ............................ Education
Cindy MacIntyre ....................... Evangelism
Andrea Santos ...................................... TNT
Tania Wilkes ................................. Outreach
Eugene Alford .......................... Stewardship
Bill Malone ............................ Pastoral Care
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