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Newsletter of Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria, Virginia 

Grace Notes 

Each year a few weeks after school begins, I take our fifth grade Religion 
class out to the Columbarium so they can look up and see the west wall of 
the church and the quotation from Genesis 3:19, “In the sweat of thy face 
shalt thou eat bread ’til thou return unto the ground.” Six panels depicting a 
wide range of workers are carved into the stone wall. The second creation 
story in Genesis, chapters 2 and 3 is much more complex than the first 
creation story in Genesis chapter 1. God’s words to Adam could be 
considered punishment. They could also be a call to responsibility, 
encouragement to work hard and enjoy the gift of life. 
 
I think the architect who designed the church was impressed with the 
tradition of hard work within our parish. A very small group – 151 
communicants, 31 children – moved into the “new” church on Russell 
Road in 1948. Yet in just 9 years the mortgage was paid off and plans for 
the school building (Merrow Hall) were underway. Hard work indeed! 
 
This tradition continues to define our parish. We have an active, 
hardworking group of parishioners who volunteer their time and talents in 
so many ways. This stewardship of hard work is as important as the 
generous financial support that more than 325 families and individuals 
make each year with their pledges to support our ministry and mission. 
 
Pledge Sunday is November 9. The pledge card you will return asks for your 
financial support for 2015. I’m sure our contributions will be concrete 
symbols of our thankfulness for all God’s gifts. And I’m sure we will 
continue this powerful expression of shared time and shared talents in 
working hard in so many ways for Grace Church. 
 
One of my favorite stories in Roy Williams’ book, Hard Work, talks about a 
conversation he had as a young assistant basketball coach at the University 
of North Carolina. A freshman showed up for the first day of fall workouts 
and told Coach Williams that he expected to be the best basketball player to 
ever come out of UNC when his career was over. The coach told the new 
player, “If you expect to be the best, then you better be the hardest working 
player to ever come out of North Carolina…” The freshman was Michael 
Jordan! 

Continued on page 2 
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Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday Schedule  
Holy Eucharist Rite I ......... 7:30 am  
Child Care ......... 8:45 am–12:45 pm  
Children’s Chapel . 8:50 am-9:30 am  
La Santa Eucaristía ............. 9:00 am  
Choral Eucharist Rite II..... 9:00 am  
Christian Ed classes .......... 10:15 am  
Choral Eucharist Rite I .... 11:15 am  
Holy Eucharist Rite II ........ 5:00 pm  

 
Weekday Schedule  
Tuesdays, Rite II w/healing..6:30 pm 
Wednesdays, Rite I ............. 7:00 am 
Thursdays *  ....................... 12:15 pm 
 
*Alternating Rite I and Rite II weekly 
 

 
Grace Church is: 
A center for worship and fellowship 

A school for discipleship and  
stewardship 

A community for healing and  
outreach 

 

About Grace Notes 
 

Grace Notes is published 10 times a year 
by Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria, 
Virginia – monthly except for combined 
July/August and December/January 
issues. The deadline for submitting copy 
is midnight on the 15th of the preceding 
month.  
 
The next Grace Notes deadline is 
November 15 for the December/January 
combined issue. Articles should be 
submitted by e-mail to 
grace.notes@gracealex.org. All articles 
are subject to editing.  
 
Grace Church’s newsletter team includes 
Amy Barron, Gary Carter, Kristine 
Hesse, June Huber, Lee Meeks, Teresa 
Preston, Sarah Schultz and Beth Wiggers. 

by Grace Episcopal Church, 
Alexandria, Virginia – monthly except 
for combined July/August and 
December/January issues. The deadline 
for submitting copy is midnight on the 
15th of the preceeding month.  
 
The next Grace Notes deadline is  
Sept. 15, 2014 for the October 2014 

…Rectors Reflections, continued from page 1 

 
In November we celebrate gifts and giving, starting with All Saints’ 
Sunday, continuing through our season of stewardship, Thanksgiving 
Day, and ending with the First Sunday of Advent. Of course, in 
Advent we celebrate the one who comes as the greatest gift of all, the 
one who inspires us to sacrifice because of His sacrifice. 

 
Grace, Peace, Love, 

The Rev. Robert H. Malm 
 

 
Don’t miss it! 

 

A Retreat for Women 

 
Sarah, Rachel, Hannah:  
Hurt, Healing, Heeding 

 

featuring the art and  
theological reflections of 

Christine McFadden Crosby 

 

Saturday, November 15th 
Grace Episcopal Church 

8:30am – 4:00pm 
(optional reception, 4:00pm-6:00pm) 

 

Sign up today at: 
http://www.gracealex.org/News/Womens-Retreat-Registration/ 

or in the Church Office 

 

mailto:grace.notes@gracealex.org
http://www.gracealex.org/News/Womens-Retreat-Registration/
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From the Assistant to the Rector 
 
November is a beautiful month. (Keep repeating that as the days get colder and the trees become stark and 
bare!) I really do find the contrast between the late summer and November to be a thing of wonder. I grew up in 
Central Florida and as a child, was always confounded by the calendar pictures that showed a brown and grey 
landscape with a cold wind blowing the last leaves away. I saw sunny, warm and dry days in November—perfect 
for tennis lessons after school! Here in Virginia, November seems to follow our liturgy much more neatly. We 
begin to ask, where has the light gone, as the days get shorter and the nights colder and longer. Advent is coming 
and we will soon really be feeling ourselves to be the “people who walked in darkness” and “those who lived in a 
land of great darkness.” (Isaiah 9:2) 
 
The darkness and increasing cold is real in Virginia in November and through the winter. We have wonderful 
ways to help our neighbors in need at this time of year. You might be surprised at how warm the world becomes 
when a team from Grace hands out lunches during Brown Bag Lunch week. Sign up for a session and see! There 
is a great deal of light that shines at the Hypothermia Overflow Shelter for the homeless at St. Clement’s Church. 
Sign up with a friend to be the overnight hosts—it is actually a well-oiled program that is easy to step into. The 
night goes quickly and it is an amazing feeling to know you may have literally saved someone’s life that night. 
The Thanksgiving Basket collections will be going through Sunday, the 23rd. Shop with your family or split a 
basket with friends. These baskets invite people in our community to feel blessed in the midst of their struggle to 
make a life for their family in Alexandria. 
 
Warmth and joy and love: that is what we are all about at Grace Church. Be a part of it through your time, 
talents, or pledge offerings! 

Peace, 
The Rev. Leslie Nuñez Steffensen 

  

Fall Back 
 

The change from Daylight Saving Time to Eastern 
Standard Time takes place the first weekend in 

November. Don’t forget to set your clocks back one 
hour before you go to bed on Saturday, November 1—
you’ll get an extra hour of sleep and still be on time for 

church! 

 
 

St. Joseph Guild  
Seeks Volunteers 

 

Are you good at repairing things? 
Like to paint and do other basic 

maintenance tasks in order to keep 
things looking nice at Grace? If so, 
consider volunteering for the St. 

Joseph Guild, which helps keep our 
beautiful church looking great. All 
are welcome, and we are hoping to 
do some painting and other easy 

projects in advance of the Bishop's 
visit on December 6 for the 

Ordination. To learn more, contact 
Eric Bonetti: 

eric.bonetti@gracealex.org  
703-973-4698 

tel:703%20973%204698
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The month of November begins with the celebration of All Saints’ Day and the commemoration of 
All Souls’ Day. Each of these holy days offers us the chance to remember the great fellowship of 
Christians throughout the world, and especially throughout time. At Grace Church we remember 
saints of the Church throughout the year, especially at our weekday services. But one thing I love 
about All Saints’ Day is that it is a reminder that there are many more Christians who lived lives of 
remarkable holiness than we can even remember. On All Saints’ Day we have the opportunity to 
celebrate them, too, even if we don’t know their names or stories. And it is a reminder also that each 
one of us is called to holiness, and whether or not our own names are recorded and celebrated by 
the Church, we each have within ourselves—and by the grace of God—the potential to be saints. 
 
As we strive to live lives of love for God and our neighbor, we also can remember that even though 
most of us don’t reach the heights of self-offering and holiness that those Christians we call saints 
reached in their lives, we are still offered the grace and love of God and continue to grow in His 
love not only in this life, but in the life to come. And this is what the commemoration of All Souls’ 
is about. On that day we remember and pray for those who have died, because, as the Book of 
Common Prayer says, “We trust that in God’s presence those who have chosen to serve him will 
grow in his love, until they see him as he is.” And so we can pray for those of the dead whom we 
have known and loved, and those whom we do not know, that God might continue to perfect them 
through his love, until every one of us reaches that perfection of love we recognize especially in the 
saints. 

In Christ, 
The Rev. Elizabeth Locher 

 
 

 

 
 

From The Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries:  
All the Saints 

Parish Register 
  

Baptism: 
 Vivienne Audrey-Marie Egaas, daughter of Leigh 

and Todd Egaas, sister of Willem 

 

Deaths: 
 Jean Harmon 

 
 David Prevé, son of Barbara McCaffrey 

Thanksgiving 
Services 

 

Holy Eucharist will be 
celebrated at 8:00 am and a 

Festival Eucharist at  
10:00 am on Thanksgiving 

Day, November 27. 
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Haiti Micah Project 
 
This month is the first anniversary of the Grace Mission trip to Haiti. The photos are of Pere 

Jeannot getting to one of his church/schools, St. Luc. St. Luc 
is only one of the seventeen churches and schools that Pere 
Jeannot is responsible for in the Central Plateau in Haiti. The 
photos were taken by Eudras Ceus, Pere Jeannot’s recently 
appointed assistant, and forwarded by the Rev. Roger Bowen, 
who spoke at Grace in October, 2013. Pere Jeannot’s official 
title is The Venerable Jean Joseph Jeannot, Rector of Parois 
St. Pierre and Archdeacon of the Central Plateau. Children 
who live in the 
Haiti Micah 

Project home attend school at St. Pierre.  
 
When the Grace mission team visited Haiti, we were 
privileged to attend an early church service at St. 

Pierre. Mother Leslie 
assisted Pere Jeannot and 
gave the sermon, while 
Pere Jeannot translated into 
Haitian Creole. Around 
noontime, we went with 
him to the Episcopal Church/School in Diamond for services there and 
to meet the children who attend school in their church. Luckily we could 
reach each church by our van and trucks! We did need to do a little rock 
climbing and provide support for each other as we climbed up the steep 
hill to get to the church. The children, on the other hand, ran up and 
down the rocks like the little goats that are so plentiful in the Central 
Plateau. 

Karen Wires 
 

 

 
Graceful Worship: The Collects 

 
Shortly after the beginning of the celebration of Holy Eucharist, after we have said or sung the 
Gloria (“Glory be to God on high…” or “Glory to God in the highest…”), the celebrant prays the Collect of 
the Day. It’s always a short prayer. If you look in the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) you will find 
the Collects for the Church Year beginning on page 157, with traditional and contemporary versions 
of each one. There are collects appointed for each Sunday, each festival day, each major saint’s day, 
and others that can be prayed at the choice of the celebrant. The BCP also tells us that the Collect 
appointed for a Sunday “is used at celebrations of the Eucharist on the weekdays that follow, unless 
otherwise ordered for Holy Days and Various Occasions.” 
 

Continued on page 6 
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…Graceful Worship, continued from page 5 

 
That’s all we can learn from the BCP, but does the title “collect” have any relationship with the 
word “collect” (as in “collection”)? Yes, it does! Our collect is a prayer that “gathers (i.e., collects) 
and expresses the petitions of those who are worshipping together.”1  

 

If you read through the collects appointed over the course of the liturgical year, you will notice that a 
number of themes emerge. Many of the collects ask that we be able to stay focused on attaining 
God’s promises as we go about our daily lives: “Grant that we, being regenerate and made thy 
children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit;” (Christmas Day). A vital 
component of this theme is to learn to distinguish between temporary things and eternal things: 
“Grant us, O Lord, not to mind earthly things, but to love things heavenly;” (Sunday closest to 
September 21). 
 
Some collects hold up before us the goal of becoming more like Jesus, and make this the focal point 
of our prayers: “Mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of his patience, and also be 
made partakers of his resurrection;” (Palm Sunday). Others remind us that Jesus wants us to spread 
his love to others: “that through thy grace we may proclaim thy truth with boldness, and minister 
thy justice with compassion;” (Sunday closest to June 15). 
 
A recurring theme in the collects is the continued unity of the church: “Preserve the works of thy 
mercy, that thy Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of 
thy Name;” (Sunday closest to October 19); and “Keep thy Church steadfast upon the rock of this 
faith,” (Confession of St. Peter, January 18). 
 
I think I can safely say that all of the collects remind us of our dependence on God’s help to carry 
out his desires for us, individually and “collectively.” In prayer after prayer we ask God to “Give us 
grace,” knowing that His grace is freely given to any and all of us who humbly ask for it. 

June Huber 
 
 

 
 
 
 
C. S. Lewis is the designated library topic for November. Lewis was born in Ireland in November, 
1898 and died in England in November, 1963. He was known as “Jack.” He was a reader, a poet, a 
soldier, an author, a professor, a literary critic, a correspondent, an atheist, a Christian, an Anglican, 
an Inkling, a husband and a brother. His mother died when he was nine; he was wounded in the 
battle of Arras in World War I. He fell in love with his friend’s mother and lived with her until she 
died; he married in his 60’s. He hated hymns; he converted to Christianity when riding on a bus. He 
was educated and taught at Oxford; his professor’s chair was at Cambridge; Kenneth Tynan was one 
of his students. His first two books were collections of his poetry; the Narnia books were not 
published until 1949. Wheaton College in Illinois houses the books and papers of C.S. Lewis and the 
wardrobe that Lewis’ grandfather made and in which Jack and his brother played. They also have the 
writing desk, chair and dining room table from his home and his desk and chair from Magdalen 
College, Oxford. 

Continued on page 7 

                                         
1 David A. deSilva, Sacramental Life, Intervarsity Press, 2008, page 118. 

From the Library 
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…From the Library, continued from page 6 

 
The parish library has thirty-six books and four DVDs by and about C.S. Lewis. The two newest 
books are The Lion’s World/A Journey into the Heart of Narnia, by Rowan Williams and The Letters of C. 
S. Lewis, edited and with a memoir by W. H. Lewis (Jack’s brother), revised by Walter Hooper. 
Williams’ book is a brief guide to some of the central Christian themes in the Narnia books. The 
letters book covers Lewis’ life from his student days to a few weeks before his death. These books 
and more will be on display on the library shelves outside Merrow Hall Auditorium, on the cart in 
the library and on the library shelf in the St. Mark Room, during November. 

Wendy Cummings 
 
 
 

“Praying in Common:” Fall 2014 Forums 
 
Nov 2 
 Praying with the Saints 

- The St. John Room 
 
Nov 9 Liturgy Moment: The Consecration Prayer 

- Nave and The St. John Room 
 
Nov 16 
 Art: A Process of Prayer – with Chrissie Crosby,  

Reflections on painting the lives of Sarah, Rachel and Hannah 

- The St. John Room 
 
Nov 23 
 Loving Your Enemy – with Anne Boris 

- The St. John Room 
 
Nov 30 
 Fellowship Sunday: Intergenerational Formation for Advent 

- The Merrow Hall Auditorium  
 
  
Dec 7 
 Prayer and Life in Haiti 

- The St. John Room 
 
Dec 14 
 Liturgy Moment: The Offering 

- Nave and The St. John Room 
 
Dec 21 
 Praying through Christmas  

- The St. John Room 
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Fall Events for Children, Youth and Families 
 
Sunday, November 2 

- 10:15 am - Parent Forum 
- 5:30 pm - Youth Sunday Evening Fellowship 

 
Friday, November 7 – Sunday, November 9  

- Diocese of Virginia Senior High Shrine Mont 
Weekend 
 
Sunday, November 30  

- 10:15 am - Intergenerational Advent Craft Day – No Sunday School 
 

Sunday, December 7 
- 9:00 am (both services) and 11:15 am - St. Nicholas’ visit 
- 10:15 am - Parent Forum 
- 5:00 pm - Advent Procession of Lessons & Carols  
- 5:30 pm - Youth Sunday Evening Fellowship 

 
Sunday, December 14 

- 3:00 pm - Rehearsal for Children’s Pageant 
- 5:00 pm - Children’s Pageant followed by pizza party 

 
Friday, December 19  

- 9:30 am - Grace School Christmas Program 
 
 

Stewardship: Striving for the Kingdom 
 
The enemy of generosity is not greed, but fear: that was a view I shared during the adult forum on 
October 19. As a member of our vestry tasked with overseeing stewardship, I have thought a lot 
about what God is up to in our hearts and in our community when it comes to giving. 
 
It’s interesting—or perhaps disturbing—how much Jesus speaks about money in the gospels. The 
only thing he talked about more was the kingdom. In Matthew 6, Jesus makes a startling connection 
between money and the kingdom, at least to my ear. 
 
In fact, Jesus makes several remarkable statements in this chapter: “For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also,” and “No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and 
love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 

Continued on page 9 
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…Stewardship, continued from page 8 

 
These verses have to do with our interior life. Who or what has a hold on our hearts? To whom are 
we devoted in the center of our being? In Matthew, Jesus seems to suggest that whoever or 
whatever that is will have a power over us, a power that tends to push out other things, and even 
control us.  
 
For example, when my job is my number one priority, I end up with less time for other things I care 
about, whether that’s reading a book, seeing the people I love, or spending time in prayer. I’m sure 
we’ve all experienced that at one time or another. I have certainly felt like a “slave” to my work 
when that was the case! 
 
What’s great about this principle of the heart is that it offers—if I may be so bold—one answer to 
the question every person comes into church with: what is God really good for? No matter how 
faithful we are, we still suffer, we still struggle with sin, and we still die. So what is God good for? 
 
I would suggest one of many things God is good for is freedom. Not the kind of freedom we 
daydreamed about as kids—freedom to do whatever we want. But a freedom from—freedom from 
“masters” that exercise a destructive control over our lives. If we serve God first and let him inhabit 
our hearts, he is the only master that seeks only our salvation, only love. And that is a power that 
instead of distorting our priorities, can heal them. 
 
But what about the kingdom? Certainly the kingdom is not only our interior life, but about real flesh 
and blood things, things that would make God wish to express himself through an incarnate, living 
person in Jesus. 
 
In that same chapter of Matthew, just after Jesus tells his disciples about treasure and serving God, 
he says, “Therefore, do not worry about your life… strive first for the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 
 
This has to do with how we use our freedom in Christ. We do not only enjoy an interior freedom 
born of trusting God above all else; we use our freedom to pursue building the kingdom in God’s 
world, for God’s people. We move past our anxieties and strive for justice, for peace, for virtue, for 
goodness, and for knowledge of God’s love to spread. 
 
And striving describes who we are at Grace Church. We are in motion. Whether it’s worship, 
fellowship, mission, youth—you name it, we are striving for that kingdom in all we do. 
 
As we consider our pledges for 2015, I hope we will all think more about how we can move further 
away from fear and deeper into trust. About how we can examine our hearts to discover our true 
treasure. About just what it is that we our striving for, in our own lives, and as a parish.  
 
If we are to continue to strive for greater things at Grace, it will take all of us moving together in 
that same direction of trust. It will take sharing that same vision for what we treasure about our 
parish and about the community we strive to serve. And it will take the kind of generosity that only 
God can make possible within us, by first giving us himself in Christ. 

Bill Malone, Stewardship 
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Rite 13 Service Project 
 

Rite 13 took part in a service project on Sunday, October 19. They pulled out old plants, hauled 
them to the compost pile, weeded, and put tomato cages and irrigation hoses away. The castings 

from the worm bin were added to one of the beds and turned into the soil.  
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Parish Staff 
Robert Malm ........................................... Rector 

 (rector@gracealex.org) 

Leslie Steffensen .......... Assistant to the Rector 

 (assistant.rector@gracealex.org) 

Elizabeth Locher .........Assistant for Parish Life  

    and Family Ministries 

 (family.ministries@gracealex.org) 

Richard Newman .................  Director of Music 

 (music.director@gracealex.org) 

Christine Byrnes ...................... Head of School 

 (office@graceschoolalex.org) 

Ruth Young ..... Children’s Chapel Coordinator 

 ruth.young@gracealex.org) 

Beth Wiggers ................... Office Administrator 

 (parish.office@gracealex.org) 

Pedro Hernandez ................................... Sexton 

Chandler Whitman .......................... Seminarian 

 (chandler.whitman@gracealex.org) 
 

Vestry 
Class of 2014 
John Berry .................................... School Board 

Elizabeth Legere ............................... Sr. Warden 

Erica McFarquhar ................... Member at Large 

Leo Ribeiro  ........................ School Board, TNT 

Mai-Lan Smith................................. Evangelism 

Kemp Williams ...................................... Register 
 

Class of 2015 
Eric Bonetti ...................................... Jr. Warden 

Lisa Medley ............................................ Youth 

Mary Ann Ryan .................................. Outreach 

Eric Waskowicz ................................ Education 
  

Class of 2016 
Jeffrey Chiow ..................................Fellowship  

Lina Dobbs .......... Communications, La Gracia 

Bill Eckel ........................................... Treasurer 

Bill Malone ....................................Stewardship 

Easter Thompson ................................ Worship 
 

Non-Vestry Coordinators 
Gary Carter ......................................Fellowship 

Mickey Craven ................................. Education  

Chad Eckles ........................................ Worship 

Kristine Hesse ........................ Communications 

Rich Kelly ............................................... Youth 

Cindy MacIntyre ............................ Evangelism 

Andrea Santos ........................................... TNT 

Mike Smith .................................. Pastoral Care 

Tania Wilkes ....................................... Outreach 

11/1 Kathie Burgess 
11/1 Michael Plunkett 
11/1 Gregory Steffensen 
11/3 Andrea Sanchez 
11/3 Caroline Sweet 
11/3 Alex Willson 
11/4 Bob Blunden 
11/4 Bette Yancey 
11/5 Haile Dagne 
11/6 Walter Davis 
11/6 Judy Micklish 
11/6 Jennifer Pease 
11/6 Carol Schroeder 
11/7 Amy Barron 
11/7 Mia Howard 
11/8 Barbara Simmons 
11/9 August Gannon 
11/9 Lieu Hazelwood 
11/9 Dabney Holloway 
11/10 Patricia Ridgely 
11/11 Amanda Fowler 
11/11 Philip Hall 
11/11 Michael Madigan 
11/12 Maxine Meeks 
11/12 Madeline Wolcott 
11/12 Anne Zuidema 
11/13 Jim Peck 
11/15 Ashley Alvarenga 
11/15 Derin Baird 
11/15 Jennifer Eckel 
11/15 Meredith Green 
11/15 Thomas Howard 
11/15 Jeff McQuilkin 
11/15 Anna Tilton 
11/16 Christopher Hayden 
11/16 Douglas Prince 
11/17 Denise Bean 
11/17 Blaise Lamson 
 
   

 

11/17 Joanne Lukens 
11/17 Richard Thompson 
11/18 Mickey Craven 
11/18 Jonathan Lorentz 
11/19 Andrea Baumann 
11/19 Joyce Gillum 
11/19 Serena Lambeth 
11/19 Brett Mellish 
11/19 Grace Pattarini 
11/20 Benjamin Henderson 
11/20 Connor Lambeth 
11/20 Logan Lambeth 
11/21 Malcolm Eckel 
11/22 Abigail Dagne 
11/22 Noah Hayden 
11/22 Ryan Reyes 
11/23 Olivia Lawton 
11/23 Leo Ribeiro 
11/24 Holly Bray 
11/24 Susan Crabill 
11/24 Elmira Vogtmann 
11/25 Christina Iovino 
11/25 Ben Joyner 
11/25 Jim Rubin 
11/25 Katie Zeigler 
11/26 Lisle Bean 
11/26 Stephen Boris 
11/27 Sean Harris 
11/28 Geovanny Portillo 
11/28 Joe Reeder 
11/29 Joy Lamb 
11/29 Landon Rockhold 
11/30 Julie Cizek 
11/30 Todd Egaas 
11/30 Valli Haas 
11/30 Liz Imphong 
11/30 Cindy Long 
11/30 Christa Warner 
 

November Birthdays 

 

mailto:rector@gracealex.org
mailto:assistant.rector@gracealex.org
mailto:family.ministries@gracealex.org
mailto:music.director@gracealex.org
mailto:office@graceschoolalex.org
mailto:ruth.young@gracealex.org
mailto:parish.office@gracealex.org
mailto:chandler.whitman@gracealex.org
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We Need Your Flower Donations!  
 

 

 
 
Please print your name here:   ___________________________________________________ 

 

It’s time for Christmas Flower and Greens donations. The Altar guild invites you to help 
make Grace Church beautiful with seasonal decoration. If you wish to contribute to the 
Christmas decoration fund, please fill out the form below and enclose a donation of $35. 
These forms may be dropped in the Sunday offering or sent directly to the church 
office. Please note ‘Christmas Flowers’ on the check memo line. The deadline for 
notices to be included in the Christmas flower Bulletin is Monday, December 8. 
Questions? Call Lisa Doelp, Altar Guild Flower Chair, at 703-239-1302. 

 
Please circle one of the choices below and print the remainder of the message exactly 
the way you would like it to appear in the Christmastide booklet: 

 
“In loving memory of”         or         “In thanksgiving for” 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 
 

Given by (print the name or names of the donors exactly as you want them to appear): 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 
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Grace Episcopal Church 

3601 Russell Road 

Alexandria, Virginia 22305 

703-549-1980 

 

Funeral & Burial Instructions 
(Please return a copy to Grace Church and keep a copy with your records.) 

 

 
Date:  ____________________    Date of Birth: __________________ 

Full Name: ______________________________________  Telephone: __________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The person ultimately responsible for making plans for my funeral and burial is:  

(Please include name, address, telephone number and relationship.) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

I own a cemetery lot at: __________________________________________________________ 

Or, will likely be buried at: _______________________________________________________ 

I wish to be cremated and my ashes placed as follows: 

(Please note, cremation does not affect the nature of the service or place of burial.) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

The funeral home likely to be responsible for me is:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

I have already made arrangements with the funeral home, as follows: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Subject to the wishes of my family, I wish to be given the following type of service: 

Funeral (body / ashes present):   ______ 

Memorial service (body / ashes not present):  ______ 

Burial service:  Rite I (BCP, p. 469):   ______ 

Burial service:  Rite II (BCP, p. 491):  ______ 

Holy Eucharist: ______  

 

Church:  

_____ Church service with burial immediately following - for family and friends 

_____ Church service with burial afterward - the latter for family only  

_____ Entire service at the gravesite  

_____ Other: __________________________________________________________________ 



 
 

 

14 November 2014 ♦ Grace Notes 
 

If it is possible, I would like the following clergy to officiate and/or assist at my service: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

If my service is in the church, and necessitates the use of pallbearers, I would like the following persons to be 

invited by my family:  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

I would like my funeral service to include the following hymns: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Whether in church or at the graveside, please include some of the following Psalms and Lessons: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

In lieu of flowers I would be grateful if my family would consider memorial gifts in my name to: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

On my casket please use:  

The Church’s pall: _____    (Note that flowers are never placed over the pall) 

The American flag: _____   (Customarily reserved for military personnel/veterans) 

 

I am to be an organ donor, the particulars of which are known to, or recorded at: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Special requests to my church and clergy: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

From the Book of Common Prayer (BCP, p. 445) 

 

“…all persons (are) to make wills, while they are in health, arranging for the disposal of their temporal 

goods, not neglecting, if they are able, to leave bequests for religious and charitable uses.” 

 

______ Please send me information for including the Church in my will. 

Signed: _________________________________ 

Form updated: September 2014 

 


