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Newsletter of Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria, Virginia

Grace Notes
One of the books I’ve been reading during my recovery is A Year with C. S. 
Lewis. Each day has a meditation from Lewis’ writings. Recently I read,  
 

No Christian and indeed no historian could accept the epigram which 
defines religion as “what a man does with his solitude.” It was one of 
the Wesleys, I think, who said that the New Testament knows nothing 
of solitary religion. We are forbidden to neglect the assembling of 
ourselves together…We are members of one another… 

 

Indeed we celebrate our corporate worship at Grace Church, “the 
assembling of ourselves together…” in the Holy Eucharist, as well as at 
times of celebration and remembrance: baptisms, weddings, funerals and 
other special occasions. Worship links us in membership, “members of one 
another.” 
 

We also understand the public ministries that the clergy and laity share is 
the work of the Church, a way to express what St. Paul calls, “the body of 
Christ” for the world. Mission trips, pastoral visits, choir offerings, classes, 
Altar Guild, ushers and a host of other ministries proclaim that we are 
“members of one another.” This is the visible, public experience of our life 
in Christ and we hope it is sincere and serious enough for new members to 
join our parish. 
 

Yet Lewis also writes about “a world starved for solitude, silence, and 
privacy…for meditation…” Remember, he knew nothing of Facebook, 
smart phones and texting. The paradox of living the Christian Faith is 
finding a balance between solitude and community, the private and the 
public, the inner journey and the outer journey throughout one’s life. 
 

I have lived this paradox in profound ways for four months because of my 
injury and long recovery: alone with God and surrounded by family and 
community. Perhaps the best expression of this paradox is our life of 
prayer—both totally individual and totally corporate. Feeling completely 
alone can be scary. Never being alone can be completely disorienting. 
 

June is a month to celebrate this paradox in our faith. We have so many 
important corporate celebrations: Pentecost; the end to the school year and 
classes; a return to one choral Sunday morning liturgy and our parish picnic 
(the 15th). I hope to return to a regular rotation of liturgical leadership this 
month. 
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Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday Schedule, through June 8 
Holy Eucharist Rite I................... 7:30 am  
Child Care ................... 8:45 am–12:45 pm 
Children’s Chapel .......... 8:50 am-9:30 am  
La Santa Eucaristía ....................... 9:00 am  
Choral Eucharist Rite II .............. 9:00 am  
Christian Ed classes ................... 10:15 am  
Choral Eucharist Rite I ............. 11:15 am  
Holy Eucharist Rite II ................. 5:00 pm 
 
Sunday Schedule, beginning June  15 
Holy Eucharist Rite I................... 7:30 am  
Child Care .................... 9:45 am–11:30 am 
Children’s Chapel ........9:50 am-10:30 am  
Choral Eucharist* ...................... 10:00 am  
Holy Eucharist Rite II ................. 5:00 pm 
 
Weekday Schedule  
Tuesdays, Rite II with healing .... 6:30 pm 
Wednesdays, Rite I ...................... 7:00 am 
Thursdays *  ................................ 12:15 pm 
 
*Alternating Rite I and Rite II weekly 

About Grace Notes 
Grace Notes is published 10 times a year 
by Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria, 
Virginia – monthly except for combined 
July/August and December/January 
issues. The deadline for submitting copy 
is midnight on the 15th of the 
preceeding month.  
 
The next Grace Notes deadline is June 15, 
2014 for the July/August 2014 issue. 
Articles should be submitted by e-mail 
to grace.notes@gracealex.org. All 
articles are subject to editing.  
 
Grace Church’s newsletter team 
includes Amy Barron, Gary Carter, 
Kristine Hesse, June Huber, Lee 
Meeks, Teresa Preston, Sarah Schultz 
and Beth Wiggers. 
 

From the  
Assistant to the Rector 

 

For the second half of June, I will be returning to central Tanzania to 
assist the Virginia Theological Seminary with an international conference 
on Muslim-Christian relations. This is the second conference co-hosted 
by Msalato Theological College and VTS under a grant from the Luce 
Foundation. I helped pull together logistics for the first conference in 
2010 as part of my work with the Center for Anglican Communion 
Studies at VTS. I worked at Msalato during my year on mission with my 
family in 2006-2007, and know the people and area well. I was honored 
to be asked to assist again. 
 

Tanzania, although relatively peaceful, has suffered some interfaith 
violence over the past few years. Tensions have grown within 
communities as a result of the recent attacks in Kenya and in other 
neighboring countries. I have read some disturbing news about the plight 
of Christians on Zanzibar, a majority-Muslim region. Violence, church-
burning and government interference are common experiences for 
Zanzibari Christians. Our brothers and sisters in Christ suffer because of 
their faith. It is vital that we remember that there are many places in the 
world where it is difficult, even dangerous, to live as a Christian. 
 

The strife has nothing to do with religion. It is really about power, 
money and limited resources. The goal of the conference is to name the 
few differences in the faiths, but then to highlight the many common 
concerns and missions that the faiths share. Healthy, vibrant and diverse 
communities benefit everyone in east Africa. We will be asking the 
attendees to identify missions in their communities as opportunities to 
work together. Common mission will help to deepen the friendships they 
will make during their time with us, and give them a place to say, “this is 
our community and we are each called by our faith to care for it.” That 
makes the two groups into one “we,” which can withstand outsiders who 
might try to incite hatred and violence. 
 

I ask your prayers for me as I travel, for the conference, and for peace in 
Tanzania. 

Peace, 
The Rev. Leslie Nunez Steffensen 

Rector’s Reflections, continued from p. 1
 

The long days and beginning of summer also remind us to find times for 
ourselves—to enjoy solitude and silence. I’m so glad Mother Elizabeth is 
making her first visit to the monastery of the Society of St. John the 
Evangelist with other parishioners. For the second year in a row, this three-
day retreat can be an encouragement for all of us to find ways this summer 
to retreat, to vacate, to renew and to celebrate being together and being 
alone—in Christ. 

Grace, Peace, Love,
The Rev. Robert H. Malm
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A Word from Mother Elizabeth 
The Maker of the Stars and Sea 

 
The Thursday before Ascension Day, I was preaching and celebrating at the 12:15 pm Eucharist, 
and I discovered unexpectedly that the Gospel reading was the story of the Wise Men coming to 
visit the baby Jesus. 

 
It was a little glimpse of Christmas in May, in the 
middle of Easter, and I thought it was a little 
funny. But the more I thought about it, the more 
I loved it. The other reading for the day was 1 
Corinthians 2:6-12, which speaks about the 
wisdom of God that surpasses human wisdom, 
and about the Holy Spirit “searching the depths 
of God.” Combined with the story of the 
miraculous star in Matthew, I began to reflect on 
the height, and depth, and vastness of God and 
of the universe he has created. 
 

I thought about how that star that rose at Jesus’ birth was impressive, but was tiny compared to how 
vast the star must have been up close, instead of seen from a distance on earth, as the Wise Men saw 
it. I thought of how vast our own planet is, and how small each of us, and each of our perspectives 
are. How vast God’s perspective must be, with his mind and thoughts sustaining the whole universe. 
 
And yet into that universe, into the vast planet earth, into the midst of the mighty Roman Empire, 
came a tiny child. Weighing no more than a few pounds, tiny, and seemingly insignificant against the 
backdrop of planets and stars. And yet he was not 
insignificant. God, the vast and magnificent God who rules 
the universe, came to us, in all our own smallness and 
seeming insignificance. And by this action, he told us that 
we do matter. That each human life matters. We learn that 
the mind and love of God that is concerned with the 
movement of stars and planets is also concerned with all the 
small sorrows and joys of each human being. Human lives 
matter so much that God took one up and made it his own. 
 
That’s a thought that brings joy and encouragement at any 
time of year! It’s a thought that reminds us how personally 
concerned God is with each of our lives and souls. And it’s a thought that fits perfectly with this 
new segment of the church year we are beginning: Ascensiontide and the season after Pentecost. In 
the story of the Ascension we see a sort of completion of the Christmas story of Incarnation. Jesus 
is taken up to heaven, and he brings his human body with him. God still has a human body. 
Humanity is a part of the very life of God. And so we are assured that we matter, and we are loved. 
And God is with us, sending us out to remind each other of that truth, of that Good News, of that 
joy.  
 

In Christ, 
Elizabeth Locher 

Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries 
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Music at Grace 
 

As I write this article, the Adult Choir is preparing to sing its last Choral Evensong of the 2013-2014 
season, and last Evensong of my tenure as Director of Music. After Sunday, June 8, the choir will go 
on summer break. This means that we will have no weekly rehearsals for any of our choirs, and the 
Adult Choir will sing only one choral Eucharist on Sundays, rehearsing at 9 am on those days. I 
invite all who are interested in “trying out” the choir to join us for a summer Sunday at the 10 am 
Holy Eucharist. 
 
Also in June, the Washington, DC/Alexandria area will be hosting 
the annual conference of the Association of Anglican Musicians. 
This organization, otherwise known as “AAM,” is THE official 
organization for Episcopal church musicians. As a member, I have 
been heavily involved in the planning of this conference, and while 
there is no event taking place at Grace, Mother Elizabeth will be 
officiating for Choral Evensong on Monday, June 16, at St. John’s, 
Georgetown. (For those of you who don’t know much about AAM, 
it is an organization that also helps advertise church jobs—such as 
our open Director of Music position—and establishes guidelines 
about appropriate church musician salaries, hiring procedures, etc. 
We gather annually in venues across the country to share in 
fellowship, worship, and music-making. It is a splendid 
organization.) There are a couple of events during the conference 
week that will be open to the public and which I would encourage 
you to attend if you are able. On Sunday, June 15, at 7:30 pm, there will be a concert by the Choir of 
St. Martin-in-the-Fields, London, at St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square. Tickets are $25, and you 
can purchase reserved seating/tickets by visiting this link: 
http://stmartintickets.weebly.com/index.html. Also, on Friday, June 20, at 10 am at Church of the 
Epiphany in downtown D.C., the U.S. Army Chorus will be presenting a concert as part of the 
week’s “Post-Conference Day” Event. This concert is free and open to the public. 
 
I wish you blessings for a relaxing summer, and I will look forward to being in worship with you in 
my last month as Director of Music. 
 

In Christ, 
Kyle Babin 

Nave tours and open hours 
 
Our worship spaces in our beautiful Nave, narthex and new narthex are available for prayer, quiet 
meditation, and lighting of prayer votive candles any time the Nave is open through the parish 
building: weekdays 7 am-10 pm, Saturdays 9 am-2 pm, and Sundays 7:15 am-6 pm. The Nave is 
locked after 10 pm on weeknights, after 2 pm on Saturdays, and after 6 pm on Sundays. On 
Sundays, Nave access from 1 pm to 4:30 pm is via the choir elevator only. Tours of the building 
and Nave for newcomers or new-to-town folks looking for a parish home can be organized by 
appointment with the parish office. 
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June Events for Children, Youth, and Families 

 
 
Sunday, June 1 – Last Day of Sunday School classes 

- 9 am – Sunday School Teacher/Sponsor Recognition during service 

- 10:15 am – Forum on Christian Formation for kids and adults (Merrow 

Hall Auditorium)  

- 12 noon – Final Youth Dinner – Nats Baseball Game 

 

Wednesday, June 4 – 6:30-8:30 pm 

- Vacation Bible School Volunteer Training  

(volunteers: please attend one training session) 

 

Sunday, June 8 – Pentecost 

- 9 am – Bilingual Eucharist and Festive Coffee Hour 

- 6:30-8:30 pm - Vacation Bible School Volunteer Training  

(volunteers: please attend one training session) 

 

Sunday, June 15 – Trinity Sunday – Beginning of Summer Service Schedule 

- 10 am – Youth Sunday service with Graduating Senior Recognition 

- 11:30 am – Parish Picnic 

 

Monday, June 23 – Friday, June 27 

- 9 am-noon - Vacation Bible School at Christ Church, Alexandria 
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Round Out The End of Your Summer - Shrine Mont 2014 
 
Since it’s May, it’s time to start thinking about Shrine Mont 2014. This year’s theme is “My Cup 
Runneth Over,” and the parish retreat will be held as usual the weekend after Labor Day, in this case 
September 5-7, 2014. If you are a regular, we hope that you can join us once again. If you’ve never 
had a chance to come or are new to the parish, we hope this year finds you in a position to make the 
trip. 
 
Shrine Mont is in Orkney Springs, VA, an easy drive into the Shenandoah Valley. By all accounts, 
it’s a wonderful weekend of rest, relaxation and reflection. It’s a great time for fellowship; to enjoy 
the company of those you already know and to meet others in the parish. 
 
Sign-ups will begin soon. We will offer online registration through the Grace Church website, or in-
person registration during coffee hours. Payment can be made via credit card or check. 
 
Shrine Mont wouldn’t be possible without an army of volunteers. There is something for everyone, 
talk to Lisa or Howell Medley if you are interested. We have big jobs and small jobs, something sure 
to match all talents. Contact either of us at lisa.medley@gracealex.org or 
howell.medley@gracealex.org. 
 
We hope to see you there. 
 

Howell and Lisa Medley 
2014 Shrine Mont Coordinators 

 
 
 
 

From the Library 
 
Unbroken 
 
In boyhood, Louis Zamperini had been a cunning and incorrigible delinquent, breaking into houses, 
brawling and fleeing his home to ride the rails. As a teenager, he had channeled his defiance into 
running, discovering a prodigious talent that carried him to the Berlin Olympics. Louis volunteered for 
the Army Air Corps early in World War II and became a bombardier whose B-24 was shot down over 
the Pacific Ocean in 1943. 
 
Unbroken, [BIO ZAM] by Laura Hillenbrand, chronicles Louis’ life, focusing on his experiences as a 
prisoner of war. Unbroken is a tale of survival, resilience and redemption. 
 
The library has several dozen biographies that relate the lives of ordinary people under extraordinary 
circumstances. Check out the listings in the Looking For Something to Read? binder in the library. 
 

Ex Libris 
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The Old and New Testaments 
 
The Bible (from the Greek τά βιβλία, tà biblía, translated as “the books”) is a collection of texts 
made up of the Old Testament and the New Testament. The Old Testament is considered sacred in 
Judaism and both testaments are sacred to Christians. 
 

What exactly is a “testament”? The dictionary defines it as “something that serves as a sign or 
evidence of a specified fact, event, or quality.” Synonyms include “testimony, witness, evidence and 
proof.” 
 
While the Holy Bible (there is no other bible) 
is a unified book, there are many differences 
between the Old Testament and the New 
Testament; however, in many ways, they are 
complementary. Let’s examine how. 
 

• The Old Testament was written 
primarily in Hebrew, with a few short 
passages in Aramaic. Approximately 
one hundred years after the birth of 
Christ the entire Old Testament was 
translated into Greek. The New 
Testament was written in Greek, 
although some Aramaic words were used.  

• The Old Testament is foundational; the New Testament builds on that foundation with 
further revelation from God. 

• The Old Testament establishes principles that are seen to be illustrative of New Testament 
truths. 

• The Old Testament begins with God. From Adam to Abraham we have the history of the 
human race. From Adam to Abraham to Christ we have the history of the chosen race. The 
New Testament begins with Christ. From Christ we have the history of the Church.  

• The Old Testament provides the history of a people; the New Testament focus is on a 
person. 

• The Old Testament shows the wrath of God against sin (with glimpses of His grace); the 
New Testament shows the grace of God toward sinners (with glimpses of His wrath). The 
Old Testament predicts a Messiah, and the New Testament reveals the Messiah. 

• In the Old Testament, God’s dealings are mainly with His chosen people, the Jews; in the 
New Testament, God’s dealings are mainly with His church. 

• Physical blessings promised under the Old Testament give way to spiritual blessings under 
the New Testament.  

• The Old Testament is the covenant God made with the people about their salvation before 
Christ came. The New Testament is the covenant God made with the people about their 
salvation after Christ came. 
 

Continued on p. 8 
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The Old and New Testaments, Continued from p. 7 
 

• Because God’s revelation in Scripture is progressive, the New Testament brings into sharper 
focus principles that were introduced in the Old Testament. The book of Hebrews describes 
how Jesus is the true High Priest and how His one sacrifice replaces all previous sacrifices. 
The Passover lamb of the Old Testament becomes the Lamb of God in the New Testament.  

• The Old Testament gives the Law. The New Testament clarifies that the Law was meant to 
show men their need of salvation and was never intended to be the means of salvation. 

• The Old Testament saw paradise lost for Adam; the New Testament shows how paradise is 
regained through the second Adam (i.e., Christ). The Old Testament declares that man was 
separated from God through sin, and the New Testament declares that man can be restored 
in his relationship to God.  

• The Old Testament predicted the Messiah’s life. The Gospels record Jesus’ life, and the 
Epistles interpret His life and how we are to respond to all He has done. 

 
In summary, the Old Testament lays the foundation for the coming of the Messiah who would 
sacrifice Himself for the sins of the world. The New Testament records the ministry of Jesus Christ, 
and then looks back on what He did and how we are to respond. Both testaments reveal the same 
holy, merciful and righteous God who condemns sin but desires to save sinners through an atoning 
sacrifice. In both testaments, God reveals Himself to us and shows us how we are to come to Him 
through faith. 

June Huber 
 
 

 
FUN FACTS FROM THE FOOD PANTRY 

 
In April, we served 378 individuals; 206 were children. 
 
The Food Pantry is supported by twenty-three 
parishioners and five friends of Grace from our 
community. 
 
Some of these wonderful volunteers have helped the 
Food Pantry for years; added all together, these 
volunteers have given over forty years of service to the 
Food Pantry. 
 
Parishioners have donated over $8,000 to the Food 
Fund so far this year and made countless in-kind 
donations of food items. 
 
The 4th and 5th grade Sunday School class held a bake 
sale and contributed $372. 
 
We are serving those in need in our local area.  Thank you everyone! 
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Transitions 
 

College and Graduate School Graduates 
 
Sydney Barron received her Juris Doctor degree, magna cum laude, from George Washington 
University Law School on May 18. Sydney is the daughter of Mike and Amy Barron. 
 

Longtime parishioner Chrissie Crosby received a Master of Arts degree from Virginia Theological 
Seminary on May 22. Her husband, The Rev. David Crosby, is Assistant Rector of Immanuel on the 
Hill. Chrissie was the creative genius behind the Christmas Pageant animal head costumes, a J2A and 
EYC mentor, Bible Study leader, and participant in many other ministries at Grace over the years. 
 

James Malm received his Bachelor’s degree from Johns Hopkins University on May 22, majoring in 
political science with a minor in entrepreneurship and management. He was co-captain of the 
lacrosse team his senior year, which made it to the NCAA quarterfinals. James is the son of Father 
Bob and Leslie Malm, who attended as many games as possible. 

 

Our senior seminarian, Joshua 
Messick, received his Master in Divinity 
degree from Virginia Theological 
Seminary on May 22. Joshua will be 
ordained to the diaconate on Saturday, 
June 7, at Trinity Cathedral in Easton, 
Maryland by the Rt. Rev. James J. 
Shand, who as Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of VTS, was the officiant for 
the commencement. Now Joshua is on 
to marriage to fiancé Jordan and his new 
parish in Mississippi. 
 

Tod Moore received his Bachelor’s 
degree from Gettysburg College in 
December 2013 with a double major in 
sociology and film studies and interned 
for the last two summers with political 
firms on Capitol Hill. Currently, he is 

living on Capitol Hill and working for CFC, Campaign Finance Consultants, a firm that assists a 
number of Senate Democrats in running for reelection. Tod is the son of Pat and Walter Moore, and 
the brother of Harrison. 
 

Kelsey Reeder graduated cum laude on May 17 from Fordham University, double majoring in 
sociology and social work, in a 5-year program that will enable her to graduate next year with a 
Master's in Social Work from Columbia's Graduate School of Social Work, where she has been 
accepted. So she will be living in NYC at least one more year. Kelsey is the daughter of Joe and Kate 
Boyce Reeder. 
 

Noelle Smoot graduated from Richard Bland College of the College of William and Mary with an 
Associate in Arts degree on May 9. She is planning to continue on for her BA in the fall. Noelle is 
the daughter of Barry and Amanda Smoot, and sister of Brendan and Nicholas. 
 

Continued on p. 10 

Above, from left, Joshua Messick, Mary Carol Tazewell, and Chrissie Crosby
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Transitions, continued from p. 9 
 
When Mary Carol Tazewell received a Master of Arts degree from Virginia Theological Seminary 
on May 22, her husband Lit probably traveled farther than anyone else to attend—all the way from 
South Africa! You've probably seen Mary Carol around Grace, since she spent her final semester at 
VTS, after doing a lot of the coursework online from Pretoria. She and Lit will remain around town 
for a month before returning for another two years in South Africa, where Lit is with USAID. Mary 
Carol will use her degree in their parish ministries. Their daughter Page will be a sophomore at 
VCU, and son Henry will be a senior at William and Mary. 
 
High School Graduates 
 
Esteban Granados will graduate from T.C. Williams High School on June 14. He has been 
attending La Gracia this year and has become involved in the EYC. Esteban is also planning to go 
on the mission trip this summer to New Jersey. 
 
Emma Imphong will graduate from Accotink Academy in Springfield, VA on June 17. She will 
attend Mitchell College in New London, CT this fall. Emma is the daughter of Liz Imphong and 
sister of Elizabeth. 
 
Renata Kamakura, daughter of Lynette Poulton Kamakura and Yasuhiko Kamakura, graduated 
from high school in Nairobi, Kenya in May. Renata and Lynette will be returning to Grace in 
July/August when Lynette transfers back to the State Department after tours at the embassies in 
Nairobi and Moscow. Renata will attend the University of Chicago in the fall. After years of living 
abroad, Renata speaks several languages. 
 
Will Martin is graduating from St. John’s College High School on June 6. He will attend Union 
College in Schenectady, NY in the fall. Will is the son of Kevin and Sarah Martin, and brother of 
Benjamin and Amelia. 
 
Harrison Moore graduated from Suffield Academy in Connecticut in May, with his father Walter as 
the commencement speaker. Harrison will attend New York University, the Tisch School of the 
Arts, in the fall. Harrison won many awards for voice and acting in Connecticut while in high 
school. His high school roles have included: Jack in Into the Woods; Bud Frump in How to Succeed in 
Business without Really Trying; Little Charlie in August, Osage County; and Reverend Hale in The Crucible. 
Harrison is the son of Walter and Pat Moore and brother of Tod. 
  
Nicholas Smoot will graduate from Forest Park High School in Montclair, VA on June 7. He 
served for several months, including through Christmas, as the Interim Music Director of St. 
Martin’s Lutheran Church in Annapolis, a long commute from Triangle, VA. Nicholas is the son of 
Barry and Amanda Smoot, and brother of Brendan and Noelle. 
  
George Waskowicz will graduate from T.C. Williams High School on June 14. He plans to attend 
Virginia Tech. George is the son of Eric and Sara Waskowicz, brother of Sam and Lucy, and 
grandson of Linda and Frank Waskowicz. 
 

Continued on p. 11 
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Transitions, continued from p. 10 
 

Parishioners Abroad 
 

In addition to the Kamakura family, this summer will see the return of two other Grace families who 
have been serving our nation abroad: 
 
Dan and Katy Pattarini and their children Grace, Nicholas and Amelia will be returning from 
their tour at the embassy in Cairo, Egypt. After too short a time, however, Dan will leave his family 
in Alexandria for a new assignment at the embassy in Baghdad, Iraq. 
 
Navy Commanders Julia and Chris Slattery and their children Jacob and Audrey will be 
returning at the end of the summer from a two-year tour in Manama, Bahrain. 
 
Richard and Kate Stanfield, and their daughters Emma and Izabel are leaving in early June for 
Fort Riley, Kansas. Richard, who returned last summer from a tour in Afghanistan, is the nephew of 
Jean and Lucy-Lee Reed, and cousin of Eleanor and Chris. 
 
Charlotte Steffensen will have a chance to show off her German language proficiency to her 
parents, Mother Leslie and Kirk Steffensen, when they visit her in July at the end of her junior year 
abroad. Charlotte will be returning to a new high school (T.C. Williams) and new house, but a 
familiar EYC and acolyte corps to help her make the transition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

’Missed Manners’ Featured at 14th Annual Altar Guild Tea 
 
The 14th Annual Grace Church Altar Guild tea, featuring a lively presentation on modern manners and 
missing manners from bygone days, was held on Saturday, May 17. An overflow crowd of 104 guests 
began the afternoon entertained by a delightful Mrs. B of “Tea with Mrs. B,” who talked about 
manners and etiquette with questions and commentary from the audience. 
 
After the engaging presentation in the church nave, we moved to Merrow Hall Auditorium, which was 
transformed for the day into a replica of the Palm Court Tea Room at The Ritz with pink tablecloths, 
pink, green and white floral centerpieces and shades of pink china. An elegant palm entryway greeted 
our guests as they entered the beautifully appointed space. A sparkling chandelier and an array of 
beautiful hats completed the decorations. 
 
Our guests enjoyed savory tea sandwiches, strawberries, cookies and small cakes as well as feather-light 
scones complete with Devonshire cream and strawberry jam. Buckingham Palace Garden Party Tea 
was poured and a mixture of parish men and Altar Guild members served our guests. Father Malm 
stopped by to greet guests as they arrived and noted this was the first parish special event he has been 
able to attend since his accident in early February. 
 
The annual tea raised more than $3,600 for the Grace Church General Fund. Special thanks to all who 
contributed silver, linens and china as well as their time and talent to make the tea a success. The 
afternoon was enhanced by door prizes, including books on manners and etiquette, boxes of thank-you 
notes and other tea-related items. It takes about forty-seven Altar Guild members and friends to make 
the afternoon a success and it’s enjoyed as much by those who prepare it as those who attend. Denise 
Bean, Ashby Rushing and Anne Caputo were the Tea Co-Chairs. 

Anne Caputo
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Altar Guild Tea Photos 
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Altar Guild Tea Photos, continued 
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Parish Staff 
Robert Malm ........................................... Rector 
 (rector@gracealex.org) 
Leslie Steffensen .......... Assistant to the Rector 
 (assistant.rector@gracealex.org) 
Elizabeth Locher ...............................................  
Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries 
 (family.ministries@gracealex.org) 
Kyle Babin ...........................  Director of Music 
 (music.director@gracealex.org) 
Christine Byrnes ...................... Head of School 
 (office@graceschoolalex.org) 
Ruth Young ..... Children’s Chapel Coordinator 

(ruth.young@gracealex.org) 
Charlotte Payne Wright ..  Parish Administrator 
 (parish.administrator@gracealex.org) 
Beth Wiggers ................... Office Administrator 
 (parish.office@gracealex.org) 
Pedro Hernandez ................................... Sexton 
 
 

Vestry 
Class of 2014 
Elizabeth Legere ............................... Sr. Warden 
John Berry .................................... School Board 
Erica McFarquhar ................... Member at Large
Kemp Williams ...................................... Register 
Mai-Lan Smith................................. Evangelism 
 

Class of 2015 
Eric Bonetti ...................................... Jr. Warden 
Lisa Medley ............................................ Youth 
Barbara Read ............................... Pastoral Care 
Mary Ann Ryan .................................. Outreach 
Eric Waskowicz ................................ Education 
  

Class of 2016 
Jeffrey Chiow ..................................Fellowship
Lina Dobbs .......... Communications, La Gracia 
Bill Eckel ........................................... Treasurer 
Bill Malone .................................... Stewardship 
Easter Thompson ................................ Worship 
 

Alternate 
Leo Ribeiro ........................ School Board, TNT 
 

Non-Vestry Coordinators 
Gary Carter ......................................Fellowship 
Mickey Craven ................................. Education  
Chad Eckles ........................................ Worship 
Kristine Hesse ........................ Communications 
Rich Kelly ............................................... Youth 
Cindy MacIntyre ............................ Evangelism 
Andrea Santos ........................................... TNT 
Mike Smith .................................. Pastoral Care 
Tania Wilkes ....................................... Outreach 

6/1 Francis Dombrowski 
6/1 Ron Vassallo  
6/1 Alexander Washington 
6/2 John Cunningham 
6/2 George Waskowicz 
6/2 Jeremy Whelpley 
6/2 Margaret Will  
6/3 Olivia Albright  
6/3 Lila Causey  
6/3 Ava Fraser  
6/3 Sarah Schultz  
6/4 Armando Falcon 
6/4 Roberto Sanchez 
6/4 Sam Woodhead 
6/5 Sydney Barron  
6/5 Hilda Burcher  
6/6 Vanessa Gannon 
6/6 Susan Moore  
6/6 Cynthia Puskar  
6/6 Wolf Ramm  
6/6 Philip Saphos  
6/7 Avery Baird  
6/7 Nikolai Karamyshev 
6/8 Harper Palmby  
6/8 Eleanor Reed  
6/8 Polly Spahr  
6/9 Lisa Cassady  
6/9 Kristine Hesse  
6/9 Whitney Jackson 
6/9 Amelia Martin  
6/10 Jane Rosman  
6/10 Linda Waskowicz 
6/11 Grace Hughes  
6/13 Katherine Battle 
6/14 Joyce Ames  
6/14 Bryan Schanely  
6/15 Richard Kelly  
6/16 Jacob Hazelwood 
6/16 Avery Murchison 
6/16 Matt Wolff  
6/17 Katie Hayden  
 

6/17 Sarey Hayden  
6/17 Shannon Kelly  
6/18 Al Baker  
6/18 Patti Burch  
6/18 Debra Busker  
6/18 Sally Stone  
6/19 Maya Hendricks 
6/19 Ricardo Sosa  
6/19 Mark Sweet  
6/20 Lillian Curley  
6/20 Cindy Diehl  
6/20 Otto Wolff  
6/21 Jody Ashman  
6/21 Tim Dodd  
6/21 Barbara Read  
6/22 John Boris  
6/22 Rachel Rushing 
6/23 Emerson Boyd  
6/24 Jonathan Doelp 
6/24 Anne Lukens  
6/24 Lew Michael  
6/24 Karen Wires  
6/25 Fabian Alvarenga 
6/25 Benjamin Martin 
6/25 Jackson Spencer 
6/25 Judy Willard  
6/26 Edward Arthur  
6/26 Didem Baird  
6/26 Brynn Miller  
6/26 Cousteau Rountree 
6/27 Maria Cooper  
6/27 Jean Hawes  
6/27 Isaac Reyes  
6/27 Jeff Winter  
6/28 Paul Bellantoni  
6/28 Andrew Chriss  
6/28 Rebecca Funes  
6/29 Margaret Hillsman 
6/30 Sara Dubsky  
6/30 Theresa Lewallen 
6/30 James Radano 

June Birthdays 


