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I. Scripture, Tradition, Reason

It is often said that the faith and practice of the Episcopal Church is buiit upon the
three o'legs" of scripture, tradition and reason

The Bible is a major part of our corporate worship in both the make up of the Book of
Common Prayer and in the schedule of readings for public and private use (including both a
Sunday lectionary and a daily tectionary). The Episcopal Church believes that the Holy
Scriptures contain all doctrine.necesmry{ for salvation, and that nothing that cannot be read in
or proved by scripture shall be required as an article of the faith or as necessary for salvation.

Tradition includes ceiebrating the two sacraments ordained by Christ - Holy Baptism
and Holy Eucharist - as well as the sacramental rites of confirmatiory marriag", ordinutiorr,
unction (healing) and confession with absolution. The word Episcopal comei from the Greek
word for bishop. Our church obseryes the four historic orders: Bishop, Priest, Deacon and
laity. The historic episcopate links us with the apostolic succession going back to the early
church.

Reason is the capacity to think and talk about things as we search for the meaning of
our experience. Faith involves reason and reasoning, using the intellect and the heart.
Thinking and feeling help us to come to know God. The search for truth - reasoning -- is
important to the Episcopal Church, whether it be in the critical study of scripture, in theoiory,
in poetry and art, or in the modem sciences. We are a church that takes teaching, debating,
and expressing seriousty. Perhaps the most challenging experiences we explore are divine
revelation, the problem of evil, and human pain and suffering.

IL The Book of Common Prayer

Our current B.C.P. is the 1979 edition. This revision was preceded in the United States
by the 1928,1892, and 1789 editions. Our prayer book was revised from the Church of
England editions ot'!.562,1552, and 1549 and the Scottish editions of \537,1764 and 1911. The
Church of England and the Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer, found it necessary
to have a "Common Prayer" book in the 16th century because of the split from the Roman
Catholic Church. The Book of Common Prayer is designed for corporate worship and
individual devotions. From the L5th Century the B.C.P. has provided:

1. An order of prayer for clergy and laity in the vernacular of the people grounded in
Holy Scripture and faittriut to the early churcti.

2. Atl liturgies for public services in one book. (The Book of Occasional Services is an
additional resource.)

3. An increased role for lay people (the non-ordained).
4. Flexibility, variety, belief and practice.
5. A comprehensive schedule of readings from the Bible.
6. A ealendar for the Church Year.
7. The Psalter.



III. The Episcopal Church - via media

Our church since the L7th centuqy has been known as the middle way {via media)
between the extremes of Roman Catholicism and Protestantism. It is important to know that
the word "catholic" rneans the whole or universal church with a faith or doctrine believed
everywhere, always and by ail. Thus the opposite of catholic (or orthodox) is heretical or
schismatic. The Christian Church in reality was divided from the earliest days. Formal and
final schism of the East and l{est (lLoman and Orthodox) came in 1054. From the 16th
Century Reformation to the present the church in the West has experienced division and
denominationalism.

Episcopalians are Anglicans and beLong to the worldwide Anglican Communion since
we were formld from the Church of England. The Episcopal Church in the United States is
one of 56 provinces and churches in this communion. The Diocese of Virginia is one of 98

dioceses in the Episcopal Church, USA.

Anglo-Catholic refers to those Anglicans/Episcopalians who emphasize ihe sacamentai,
traditional, and historic continuity with the church through the Middle Ages to the 1st
century. Worship, outreach, the life of prayer, religious orders, and a "high' conception of the
church's authority characterize Anglo-catholics or a "high" church postition. In contrast, "1o\4/"

church often refefls to those who give a relatively unimportant place to the authority of
Bishops and the importance of the sacramental life, while maintaining a more protestant
position.

The Episcopal Church follows the set calendar for the full observance of the Christian
year, saints' days, arrd other special obsewances. We are encouraged to order each day with
some form of pmyer. Sunday is our weekly celebration of Our Lord's resurectioir. Our lives
are marked by ceremonies cf faith from birth to death. Each of these cycles * daily, weekly,
yearly, and li{e time -- can be formed by our membership and ministry as part of the
Episcopal Church.


