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Growth
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June promises to be an exciting and busy time at Grace Church. We begin
the Pentecost season on Sunday, June 4. The liturgical color for this feast
is red, the color used for the Holy Spirit, with the symbolic flames of fire
that appeared over the heads of the believers at the first Pentecost. The
color that is used for the Sundays and weekdays in the long Pentecost
season, stretching through the end of November is green. Green reminds
us of all the growth in nature; trees, grass, shrubs, flowers bursting with
growth as spring moves into summer. The season of growth, Pentecost,
we celebrate in many ways at Grace during the month of June.
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These are a signs of growth in the Spirit. Please join us and continue your
generous stewardship and faithful discipleship here at Grace Church.
Grace, Peace, Love,
Robert H. Malm
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Worship Schedule
Sunday Schedule, through June 4
Holy Eucharist Rite I................... 7:30 am
Child Care................... 8:45 am–12:45 pm
Children’s Chapel ..........8:50 am-9:30 am
La Santa Eucaristía ....................... 9:00 am
Choral Eucharist Rite II .............. 9:00 am
Christian Ed classes ................... 10:15 am
Choral Eucharist Rite I ............. 11:15 am
Holy Eucharist Rite II .................5:00 pm
Sunday Schedule, starting June 11
Holy Eucharist Rite I................... 7:30 am
Child Care....................9:45 am–11:30 am
Children’s Chapel ....... 9:50 am-10:30 am
La Santa Eucaristía ....................... 9:00 am
Choral Eucharist*....................... 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist Rite II .................5:00 pm
*Alternating Rite I and Rite II weekly

Weekday Schedule
Tuesdays, Rite II with healing ....6:30 pm
Wednesdays, Rite I....................... 7:00 am
Thursdays Rite II ..................... 12:15 pm

About Grace Notes
Grace Notes is published 10 times a year
by Grace Episcopal Church,
Alexandria, Virginia – monthly except
for combined July/August and
December/January issues. The
deadline for submitting copy is
midnight on the 15th of the preceding
month.
The next Grace Notes deadline is June
15 for the combined July/August
issue. Articles should be submitted by
e-mail to grace.notes@gracealex.org.
All articles are subject to editing.
Grace Church’s newsletter team
includes Amy Barron, Kristine Hesse,
June Huber, Teresa Preston, and Amy
Medrick.
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Music

Summer Choir
You are cordially invited to join us in the loft as we move into
the relaxed summer schedule on June 11. Instead of having
weekly evening rehearsals, interested singers are encouraged to
come to the Choir Room at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays to prepare a
simple anthem to be sung later that morning at the 10:00 a.m.
service. This is a good chance for people not presently singing
to give choir a try; you’ll find that the gallery gives you a
different perspective on the liturgy.
If you’re interested in giving the Summer Choir a try, show up
in the Choir Room (on the lower level) at 9:00 a.m. any Sunday
through September 3.
As St. Augustine has been credited as saying, “Those who sing
pray twice!”
Richard Newman

From the Parish Register
Baptisms
May 7
 Leonard Byrnes Schrum, son of Robert R. Schrum, Jr. and
Caitlin Breen Byrnes
 Sofia Teresa Knowles, daughter of Samuel Knowles and
Aida Longo Knowles
Wedding
May 20
 Robert J. Goodman, Jr. and Lauren E. Townsend

Summer Schedule Change
Don’t forget! On June 11, we change over to the
summer schedule of services. The Sunday services
change to 7:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. The
weekday services remain the same.
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Sign On Sunday
Have you ever wanted to get involved in the ministry of the church, but have no idea how to make the
first step into action? Perhaps, you look around and see that everyone has a niche but you. Sunday, June 4,
many of the ministry opportunities at Grace will be on display and the program coordinators will be ready
to sign up volunteers. Aptly named Sign On Sunday, representatives from each of our program areas will
be available in Merrow Hall Auditorium during the Forum hour to answer any questions, provide
information or just chat about their ministry.
The mission of Grace is simple. We are:
A center of worship and fellowship.
A school of discipleship and stewardship.
A community for healing and outreach.
The fulfillment of our mission statement, however, is multifaceted. The clergy and staff have a role, your
tithes and offerings financially support the mission, but the most overlooked and vital part of our mission
is the first word in the sentence… “ We.” For us to fulfill the mission we must act as one body. 1
Corinthians 12:12 says it best:
For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body,
so also is Christ.
Each person in the body of Christ has been bestowed with certain talents that God intended to be used
for His purpose. The good news is that each person has different talents, enabling the complete body of
work that God has given His church to be fulfilled.
Below is a list of program areas that will be represented on June 4. Pray over this list and consider where
your gifts would be best used and then act upon those prayers and get involved. We need each one of you
to effectively fulfill the mission of Grace Church! Where will you be serving this fall?
Jenni Faires
Worship
Acolytes
LEM
Lector
Usher
Counter (of Sunday offering)
Home Communion
Mission and Outreach
Food Pantry
Meals on Wheels
Brown Bag Lunch

Christian Education
Sunday School Teacher (Pre-k-5th grade)
Youth Sponsor (2-year commitment)
Children’s Chapel Volunteer
Supply Closet Organizer

Music
Adult Choir
Boys and Girls Choir
Handbell Choir

Administration
Office Volunteers
Fellowship
Coffee Hour Volunteers

(full list available upon request)
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Grace Episcopal School
Hooray for our Grace graduates! We will celebrate this important milestone on June 7. We are proud of
our group of young people who excel in academics, but more importantly, excel at our character keys:
honesty, respect, responsibility, compassion and courage. Three of our Grace graduates are parishioners,
and five members of the class are “lifers” and have attended Grace since preschool. Congratulations,
graduates!
Another school highlight was our fabulous Spring Performance hosted on May 19. The school welcomed
a fantastic group of grandparents, special friends, and families to The Merrow Hall Auditorium to watch
a talented student body perform “Grace Goes to Broadway.” We would like to thank the Grace Church
community for their support of the Spring Performance to Benefit Financial Aid. With your help, we
raised approximately $25,000, which will be used to make the Grace experience a reality for those who
need assistance to attend our school.
As we close our school year, we also celebrate our continued accreditation with Virginia Association of
Independent Schools. In late April, a VAIS team visited the school and reviewed all areas of school life to
see if we meet the highest standards for an academic institution. We are proud to maintain our
accreditation with their vote of approval on all standards. In fact, the team shared, “While many
independent schools seek and claim a sense of community, GES goes beyond, having formed a family.”
Of course, what makes our family work is the direct link to our church family. Thanks to so many
parishioners who value the mission set out almost 58 years ago to offer an education of academic
excellence in the Episcopal tradition. With the support of Grace Church, the school can flourish. We
look forward to the future with continued accreditation and a new Strategic Plan to guide us.
Please be sure to share the great news of Grace with your friends and families. We still have limited
openings in all grades and would love to inspire more children to grow intellectually, spiritually, physically
and socially. If interested, please contact us at admissions@graceschoolalex.org.
Patti Culbreth
Head of School

Spring Fling Golf
Grace golfers will gather at the National Golf Club in Ft. Washington, MD on
Wednesday, June 14 for the annual Spring Fling outing. Brochures and entry
forms are available at the Church in the commons and in the tract rack. This
will be the 21st consecutive year golfers have gathered to enjoy fellowship and
to help raise money for the General Fund. The afternoon 18-hole event is a
“Captain’s Choice” tournament. There’s also an option for playing a morning
round. Team and individual prizes are awarded. Contact the parish office if
you have any questions.
Amy Medrick
Parish Administrator
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Grace in Italy—Silent and Live Auction
The J2A Class held its Silent and Live Auction on April 22, 2017. The
auction is the major fundraiser that supports the J2A pilgrimage. An
Italian adventure awaited parishioners and guests as they gathered to
enjoy an evening of fellowship in support of the J2A pilgrimage to Italy.
The Merrow Hall auditorium was transformed into an
Italian themed adventure. The room was full of wonderful
things to bid on from tickets to the theater, sporting
events, and vacation rentals to personal services and theme
baskets, among other items. Live auction items included
the opportunity to purchase lunch for the pilgrims in
Rome and the always in demand "one minute" sermon.
Mindy's Catering provided a delicious menu of passed hors
d'oeuvres and a wonderful buffet dinner featuring beef
tenderloin.

With the many, many donations from
parishioners, the J2A, their leaders and parents,
other parish volunteers and those who came out
and bid, the evening was a great success and
raised a lot of money for the pilgrimage. Thanks
to everyone who made it such a success!

Youth News

The final Youth Supper before summer break will be Sunday, June 4 from 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Youth Sunday and Parish Picnic
Youth Sunday will be June 11 at 10:00 a.m. Our graduating seniors will present their much-anticipated Senior Sermons
and we will follow the service with the annual Parish Picnic. Please bring a dish to share. Hamburgers, hotdogs, and
chicken will be provided.
J2A Update
Our J2A class and their five sponsors will embark on their Pilgrimage to Italy on June 24-July 3. Please be in prayer
for a safe journey and many moments of experiencing God along the way.
Christian Education Year Comes to a Close
The final class of the 2016-2017 school year will be Sunday, June 4. A special thanks to our teachers, parents and
children for the energy, support and joy you bring with you each week. Enjoy your summer and we will see everyone
in the fall.
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In Search of Stitchers for Prayer Shawl Ministry
For many years—as long as I can remember—Joyce Stancil has been in charge of this ministry. Joyce
showed me the yarn and pattern to use to knit these soft and comforting garments. She explained that
they were blessed by a priest and then a little note was attached, saying that they were stitched with
prayers and offered with love by Grace Church. I have witnessed their receipt, with true thanksgiving, by
parishioners in hospital, in mourning, or in other times of trial.
Joyce has decided to step down, and I have shouldered the yoke of this
light burden with pleasure. My first challenge is to identify parishioners
who already knit these prayer shawls (who are you?) and others who
are interested in giving it a try. I will be happy to teach beginning and
practiced knitters and crocheters—men and women—how to
follow the easy instructions.
Please contact me at june.huber@gracealex.org.
I thank God for the love and care that Joyce
exhibited in her leadership of this pleasant
ministry.
June Huber

Give Give+ a Chance
Have you ever scrambled to church for a Sunday service, settled into your pew, and only
later realized you didn't bring your checkbook? No worries: Now you can give through
your phone!
Grace Church parishioners—and visitors—can use the Give+ giving app, available for free
from your favorite app store, for either Apple or Android phones.
You can use Give+ to:
 Give a single donation to the church, or set up recurring donations.
 Track your previous giving. If you have set up recurring donations online through
Vanco, use the same username and password and you can see all that giving history
as well. Give+ is a Vanco product.
 Give at any time, any place! On vacation? Make your usual donation through the
app. Didn't make it to church? Make a donation while sitting at your neighborhood
coffee shop.
The Give+ app will also make it easy for visitors to the church to give as well. You can
donate through Give+ without setting up a full account. We will also roll out giving by text
and other options in the coming months.
Questions? Email Chris Rugaber at chrisrugaber@gmail.com. Thanks.
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From the Library
The Grace Church library has been blessed with the donation of a number
of books in the first quarter of 2017. These new books cover a wide range of
topics, and if you like to read, I can guarantee at least one of them will speak
to you. Among our new acquisitions are three fictional works by popular
authors: Conclave, a thriller by Robert Harris; Jephte’s Daughter, by Naomi
Ragen; and People of the Book, by Geraldine Brooks.
In the non-fiction category, we are now fortunate to own A Concise History of
World Religions, an illustrated time line of
numerous religious traditions, from the
National Geographic Society. How can you go
wrong here? For history a little closer to home and to add to your
next Shrine Mont experience, try Shrine Mont’s Orkney Springs Hotel,
edited by William Shubatt.
Also in the non-fiction category, we have been given a copy of a
book called Creating a Healthier Church, by Ronald W. Richardson,
which contains guidelines for how to behave in the midst of
upsetting and conflicting circumstances and
provides steps leaders in a church can take
to become more positive forces for healing
and cooperation. The other new additions to
the library’s non-fiction collection are: Relief, Grief, Hope—Three Urgent
Prophetic Tasks, by Walter Brueggemann; Women in Islam, by Sherif Abdel
Azeem; and Christian Family Values, by Thomas M. Martin.

groups.

For Bible studiers, the library has been given N. T. (Tom) Wright’s 18volume series, New Testament for Everyone. Tom Wright is a prolific writer,
scholar, and the former Anglican Bishop of Durham in England. A
number of parishioners are already familiar with this series, as it is
frequently used as a
resource for Bible study

We are most appreciative of those parishioners
who discover a “good read” in Biblical or religious
literature—whether fiction or non-fiction—and
then share the experience with others on an
enduring basis by making donations to the Grace
Church library. Thank you!
Jay O’Malley
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Annual Altar Guild Tea
On Saturday, May 13, the Altar Guild did an amazing
job with their annual tea. It began in the Nave with a
presentation by a kimono-clad Nancy Robinson,
speaking on the Japanese tea ceremony and the art of
ikebana (Japanese flower arranging). It was
interesting for those attending to see the difference
between the arrangement Nancy made as a
demonstration and the flowers behind her on the
altar. She explained how, in ikebana, the empty
spaces are just as important as the flowers. When her
presentation was completed, everyone moved to
Merrow Hall to find their tables and to check out the
terrific display of items from Japan, including a
beautiful wedding kimono.
The Altar Guild had transformed the auditorium with varying
size tables and had convinced several of the men of our
congregation to act as the serving staff. The food was carefully
prepared by Altar Guild members. There was a staggering
variety of options created including different finger sandwiches,
scones with jam and clotted cream, and beautiful desserts.
It wouldn’t be a tea without the hats. There were all sorts on
display, from simple fascinators to adorable pillboxes and
beautiful boaters. It was hard for the Altar Guild to award their
hat prizes because of all the contenders.
As always, the members of the Altar Guild went all out and
fashioned a beautiful afternoon for the attendees. It will be
interesting to see what they come up with for next year!
Amy Medrick
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More Scenes from the Altar Guild Tea
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June Birthdays
6/1
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6/2
6/3
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6/3
6/3
6/3
6/4
6/4
6/5
6/6
6/6
6/6
6/6
6/6
6/7
6/7
6/8
6/8
6/8
6/9
6/9
6/9
6/9
6/10
6/10
6/10
6/11
6/13
6/13
6/14
6/15
6/16
6/16
6/17
6/17
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Ron Vassallo
Alexander Washington
John Cunningham
George Waskowicz
Margaret Will
Olivia Albright
Lila Causey
Ava Fraser
Cameron Lindsey
Sarah Schultz
Roberto Sanchez
Sam Woodhead
Hilda Burcher
Bence Fulwiler
Levente Fulwiler
Cynthia Puskar
Wolf Ramm
Philip Saphos
Avery Baird
Nikolai Karmyshev
Harper Palmby
Eleanor Reed
Polly Spahr
Lisa Cassady
Kristine Hesse
Whitney Jackson
Amelia Martin
Martin Dagne
Jane Rosman
Linda Waskowicz
Grace Hughes
Katherine Battle
Peter Bruch
Joyce Ames
Rich Kelly
Avery Murchison
Matt Wolff
Katie Hayden
Sarey Hayden

6/17
6/17
6/18
6/18
6/18
6/18
6/18
6/19
6/19
6/19
6/19
6/20
6/20
6/21
6/21
6/21
6/22
6/22
6/23
6/24
6/24
6/24
6/24
6/25
6/25
6/25
6/25
6/26
6/27
6/27
6/27
6/27
6/28
6/28
6/29
6/29
6/30
6/30

Shannon Kelly
Julia Slattery
Al Baker
Patti Burch
Debra Busker
Kathryn Madigan
Sally Stone
May Hendricks
Ellery Johnson
Ricardo Sosa
Mark Sweet
Cindy Diehl
Otto Wolff
Lucy Arbogast
Tim Dodd
Jody Stuard
John Boris
Rachel Rushing
Emerson Boyd
Jonathan Doelp
Anne Lukens
Lew Michael
Karen Wires
Fabian Alvarenga
Benjamin Martin
Jackson Spencer
Judy Willard
Edward Arthur
Maria Cooper
Jean Hawes
Isaac Reyes
Jeff Winter
Paul Bellanton
Rebecca Funes
Margaret Hillsman
Erin White
Sara Dubsky
Theresa Lewellen

Parish Staff
Robert Malm ................................................... Rector
(rector@gracealex.org)
Pierce Klemmt........... Interim Part-time Assistant
Jenni Faires..................................................................
Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries
(family.ministries@gracealex.org)
Richard Newman ..................... Director of Music
(music.director@gracealex.org)
Patti Culbreth ................................. Head of School
(pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Amy Medrick ........................ Parish Administrator
(parish.office@gracealex.org)
Beth Calaman .................. Financial Administrator
(bookkeeper@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez ...........................................Sexton
William Campbell................................... Seminarian
(wcampbell1@vts.edu)

Vestry

Class of 2017
Lorna Worley ................................... Senior Warden
John Boris .................................................. Treasurer
Jennifer Long ......................................School Board
Fred Saalfeld ......................................... Stewardship
Kirk McPike ....................................................... TNT
Class of 2018
Rich Kelly ......................................... Junior Warden
Chris Rugaber ....................................... Stewardship
Jan Wolff ............................ School Board/Register
Jennifer Pease ............................................ Outreach
Mary Stewart ................................ Communications
Class of 2019
Cindy Diehl ......................................... Pastoral Care
Kelly Gable ................................. Education/Youth
Chris Kupczyk ............................................ Worship
Jean Reed................................................ Evangelism
Ashby Rushing ....................................... Fellowship

Non-Vestry Coordinators
Anne Caputo....................................... Pastoral Care
Tracy Enger ................................Education/Youth
Kristine Hesse ............................. Communications
Cindy MacIntyre ................................... Evangelism
Lucy Tschetter ...................................................TNT
Judy Willard ............................................... Outreach
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