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Rector’s Reflection 

Summer Reading 
 
The summer months of July and August can provide time for reading, 
especially during vacations and travel.  I usually take three or four books to 
read during my vacation.  And I look forward to finding an extended time each 
day to read. 
 
Normally, this reading includes novels and history, sometimes biographies.  I 
plan to read two books recently recommended to me: Hillbilly Elegy and 
American Kingpin. I’m finishing up a wonderful novel I started several weeks 
ago, All the Light We Cannot See. 
 
Reading is important as we consider our faith, the world and God.  The Church 
values reading since we have “readings” or “lessons” at every service.  Of 
course, “proclaiming” the Gospel is required at every celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist.  We cannot know Jesus without meeting Him in the Gospels. 
This summer, we will have more than two months of Sunday readings from St. 
Paul’s letter to the Romans.  Romans is Paul’s most complete, and important 
letter.  It is his longest and he sent it in advance of his visit to Rome, hoping 
next to go to Spain.  Chapters 8 and 12 are among the greatest chapters in the 
Bible. 
 
Karl Barth, the outstanding theologian of the 20th century (1886-1968), wrote a 
classic commentary on Romans.  He wrote, “ Paul … as Prophet and Apostle of 
the Kingdom of God … speaks to all men of every age … If we rightly 
understand ourselves, our problems are the problems of Paul: and if we be 
enlightened by the brightness of his answers, those answers must be ours …” 
 
Enjoy the weeks of summer.  Enjoy time to appreciate all God’s blessings.  
Enjoy reading.  Enjoy our reflections (and your own study) of St. Paul’s letter to 
the Romans. 
 Grace, Peace, Love,  
 The Rev. Robert H. Malm 
 

“You are witnesses of these things…” 
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Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday Schedule 
Holy Eucharist Rite I ................. 7:30 am 
Child Care .................. 9:45 am–11:30 am 
Children’s Chapel ...... 9:50 am-10:30 am 
Choral Eucharist* ..................... 10:00 am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II ............... 5:00 pm 
 
Weekday Schedule  
Tuesdays, Rite II with healing ... 6:30 pm 
Wednesday, Rite I ........................ 7:30 am 
Thursday, Rite I ......................... 12:15 pm 
 

About Grace Notes 
 

Grace Notes is published 10 times a year 
by Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria, 
Virginia – monthly except for combined 
July/August and December/January 
issues. The deadline for submitting copy 
is midnight on the 15th of the preceding 
month.  
 
The next Grace Notes deadline is August 
15 for the September issue. Articles 
should be submitted by e-mail to 
grace.notes@gracealex.org. All articles 
are subject to editing.  
 
Grace Church’s newsletter team 
includes Amy Barron, Kristine Hesse, 
June Huber, Teresa Preston, and Amy 
Medrick. 
 

Grace Church is: 
A center for worship and fellowship 

A school for discipleship and 
stewardship 

A community for healing and 
outreach 

 

Introducing Mother Belanger 
 
Please welcome Mother Fanny Belanger 
on July 16, when she begins here at Grace 
Church as the Assistant to the Rector. 
Mother Belanger was born in Grenoble, 
France and comes to us most recently 
from St. Dunstan’s Church in McLean, 
Virginia. Please give Mother Belanger a 
warm Grace welcome! 
 

 
Grace Episcopal School 

             
 
As the school enjoys a season of rejuvenation this summer before 
a new school year, we thank the church parishioners, clergy and 
staff for the incredible support throughout our school year. We 
celebrated the graduation of twelve fifth grade students who will 
now soar to success in middle schools to include SSSAS, ACDS, St. 
Rita’s, St. Anselm’s and George Washington Middle School. The 
foundation they received at Grace will allow these students to 
shine. 
 
This summer, our classrooms and playground is being used by 
Baroody Camps. The proceeds from camp will aid our plan in 
painting and carpeting all the classrooms on the second floor as 
well as retiling three of our first floor classrooms at the end of the 
summer. These renovations will add beauty to our shared space. 
 
School administration will use the summer to continue working on 
our Strategic Plan and prepare for the 2017-18 school year.  
 
We wish our Grace family a happy summer! 
 

--Patti Culbreth 
Head of School 
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It is that time of year again! Time to sign up for the annual Grace Church Shrine 
Mont Weekend. This year’s dates are Friday, September 8–Sunday, September 10 
and our theme is “All Roads Lead to Grace.” We look forward to spending this 
special time together. Sign-up will begin on July 2, with opportunities to register at 
the 10 o’clock coffee hour and online. There will be fun and games for all ages 
including the long-standing traditions and some new surprises! If you have any 
questions, please talk to Erin and Bobby White at the Shrine Mont table at coffee 
hour, or contact Erin at erin.white@gracealex.org. 
 

 
Nancy Robinson, along with many helpers, sends out cards to parishioners, 
students, military members and others who are away and unable to worship 
with us on a regular basis. Sometimes we hear how much these cards and notes 
mean to them. Here’s a thank-you that Nancy received from the Bombergers, 
who have been serving overseas. 
 

Dear Nancy, 
 
I hope this finds you well! We wanted to thank you all very 
much for the lovely Easter card from Grace Church. I 
apologize for being late in doing so...we have been 
traveling a bit. 
 
Mike and I also wanted to thank you all so much for the 
support and prayers from Grace during our time here. Our 
tour is coming to an end this summer, and we are moving 
to Lancaster, PA. 
 
The cards, emails, and thoughts and prayers from Grace 
have meant a great deal to us. If you ever find yourselves 
in Lancaster, please do let us know. We would love to see 
you! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mike and Kim Bomberger 

 

Shrine Mont 
2017: 

All Roads 
Lead to 
Grace 

A Thank 
You for 
our 
Greeting 
Cards 
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July 2 
 
47, “On This Day, the First of Days,” all verses. The 
content of this 18th century office hymn honors 
each person of the Trinity and celebrates events, 
closely associated with each member, that 
happened on the first day of the week. For 
example, we celebrate God’s creation of light on 
the first day of the week in stanza 1 and Christ’s 
resurrection and the visitation of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost also on the first day of the week in 
stanza 2. As far as we can tell, these words were 
written in the mid 17th century in France. The 
melody to the tune GOTT SEI DANK first appeared 
in a 1704 German pietist hymnal. 
 
601, “O Day of God, Draw Nigh,” all verses. In the 
light of today’s lessons, consider that this hymn 
was written in 1937 for a hymn sheet for The 
Fellowship For a Christian Social Order. Author R. 
B. Y. Scott expressed hope for peace and justice on 
the verge of a cataclysmic Second World War. But 
the hymn is much more than that. In the 
Companion to the Hymnal 1982, the editors 
expend over three full pages in an attempt to deal 
with some of the theological issues this text raises. 
Rather than attempt to delve into all of these 
issues, suffice it to say that these words seem 
more appropriate now than ever before. The tune 
ST. MICHAEL dates from Geneva in the 14th 
century. It has been revised many times along the 
way. The harmonization by William Henry Monk in 
our hymnal was first published in Hymns Ancient 
and Modern in 1861.  
 

Music Notes on (some of) the hymns for July 

 

776 WLP, “No Saint On Earth Lives Life To Self 
Alone,” all verses. This paraphrase of Romans 
14:7-9 attracted the attention of many when it 
appeared in Erik Routley’s fine hymnal Rejoice in 
the Lord (Grand Rapids, 1985) which he edited 
for the Reformed Church in America. The 
original text was written in Dutch and published 
in Gravenhage in 1973. Norman Kansfield’s 
English translation reduced the original text 
from four stanzas to two. The tune SONG 1 was 
composed by Orlando Gibbons for the opening 
“song” in George Wither’s Hymns and Songs of 
the Church (London, 1623). 
 
July 9 
 
616, “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,” all verses. 
James Montgomery wrote these words, which 
are a paraphrase of Psalm 72, in 1821 to be 
used as a Christmas Ode in a Moravian 
settlement. The text has been heavily edited as 
it appears in our hymnal. In its much longer and 
complete form, it can be used during Advent, 
Christmas, or Epiphany and be appropriate for 
all of these seasons. The German folk tune to 
which the hymn is set is ES FLOG EIN KLEINS 
WALDVÖGELEIN. Translated into English, that 
title reads, “There Flew a Little Woodbird.” 
 
482, “Lord of All Hopefulness, Lord of All Joy,” 
all verses. This matching of text and tune first 
appeared in our 1940 Hymnal. The text, first 
published in London in 1931, is a prayer for 
God’s presence in our daily activities of life. The 
almost naive imagery of this text suits the 
simple Irish folk song which was named SLANE 
as a hymn tune. Slane hill, County Heath, 
according to the Confessions of St. Patrick, is 
where Patrick defied the pagan king Loigaire’s 
edict by lighting the Paschal fire on Easter eve. 
(No fire was to be lit until after the king lit the 
pagan spring festival fire on Tara Hill close by.) 
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544, “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun,” all 
verses. This text, one of the best-known works 
of Isaac Watts, matched with this 18th century 
psalm tune ranks as one of the most-loved and 
extensively-used hymns in the hearts and 
experience of English-speaking congregations 
around the world. The words were first 
published in Watts’s Psalms of David (London, 
1719) as part II of his version of Psalm 72. This 
text was first included in an Episcopal Hymnal in 
1826 and has been in all succeeding editions. 
The tune DUKE STREET is attributed to John 
Hatton. It was first published anonymously in A 
Select Collection of Psalm and Hymn Tunes 
(Glasgow,1793); later, it was attributed to 
Hatton. Little is known about him except that he 
lived on Duke Street in Windle, Lancashire; this 
tune is named for the street on which he lived. 
 
July 16 
 
509, “Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers,” all 
verses. Andrew Reed first published this text 
anonymously in the Evangelical Magazine of 
June, 1829. Each of the internal stanzas of the 
text are built around a metaphor for the Holy 
Spirit—light, fire, and dove. The tune NUN 
DANKET ALL UND BRINGET EHR was composed 
by Johann Cruger and first published in his 
Praxis Pietatis Melica in Berlin in 1647. This tune 
has appeared in many different hymnals with a 
number of different texts. It is set with three 
different texts in our hymnal. 
 
593, “Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace,” all 
verses. This is the Roman Catholic theologian 
and hymn writer, the Rev. James Quinn, S.J.’s 
paraphrase of the Prayer of St. Francis. In these 
five stanzas, Fr. Quinn clearly and precisely 
captures all the themes and images of this 
much-loved prayer. The tune DICKINSON 
COLLEGE honors the composer’s alma mater, 
Dickinson College, Pennsylvania. 
 
 
 

 
690, “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah,” all 
verses. This wonderful Welsh hymn, translated 
into English, first appeared in our hymnal in 1826. 
It is rich with imagery recalling today’s Old 
Testament Lesson, Baptism, Resurrection, and 
Eternal Life. The final stanza from the first English 
translation by Peter Williams in 1771 reads: 
“When I pass through the Jordan, cruel death in 
full force, You Yourself went through it first, why 
should I fear any more? Victory! Make me to 
shout it aloud in the flood.” The tune CWM 
RHONDDA was composed for a Baptist Cymanfa 
Ganu (Singing Festival) in 1903 and was linked to 
several Welsh hymn texts. Most hymnal editors 
turned their editorial noses up at this tune until it 
became very popular in the mid-20th century. 
 
 

July 23 
 
542, “Christ is the World’s True Light,” all verses. 
This text for mission first appeared in an 
Episcopal hymnal in The Hymnal 1940. The tune 
ST. JOAN, named for the composer’s wife, was 
written especially for this text. 
 
365, “Come, Thou Almighty King,” all verses. The 
Methodists of the 18th century, partly in reaction 
against the prevalent rationalistic and unitarian 
tendencies in the Church of England of the day, 
and partly as an affirmation of doxological 
theology, sang many specifically Trinitarian 
hymns, mostly by the brothers Charles and 
Samuel Wesley, Jr. This text first appeared in an 
anonymous tract bound in with the British Library 
copy of several editions of George Whitefield’s 
Collection of Hymns for Social Worship (London, 
1757, ff). It was simply titled “An Hymn to the 
Trinity.” The tune MOSCOW was composed 
specifically for this text by Felice de Giardini, an 
Italian musician working in London who had close 
associations with leading Anglican evangelicals. It 
was first published in Martin Madan’s A Collection 
of Psalm-Tunes Never Published Before (London, 
1769) known as the Lock Hospital Collection, 
since it was used in the Lock Hospital chapel and 
sold for the benefit of the institution. The tune 
has a number of musical idioms taken from the 
tune AMERICA. This text and tune have been 
paired in our hymnal since the 1871 edition. 

Music Notes continued 
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  Host an International  
Exchange Student 

 
SHARE! is a non-profit educational program seeking 
volunteers – with or without children at home – to 
host international high school exchange students.  
  
Volunteers, with or without children at home, are 
needed to host international high school students 
for the 2017-2018 school year. The students speak 
English, are covered by medical insurance, have 
spending money for their personal expenses, and 
hope to arrive in AUGUST for enrollment in their 
new high school.  For more information, please 
contact Yvette at SHARE!:  800-941-3738, 
ycoffman@sharesouthwest.org, or visit 
sharesouthwest.org. 
 
 

Cemetery Lots for Sale 
 
By way of introduction, I am Domenic K. Ciannella, 
a retired Episcopal priest, residing in West 
Springfield, MA. My wife and I had lived in 
Fauquier County, VA prior to relocating to MA. 
We have two cemetery plots at National 
Memorial Park that we desire to sell. 
 
If any individual might wish to purchase these 
lots, I would be more than willing to work with 
them in arranging a price that would serve their 
needs. 
 
I invite you to visit my web site: 
www.acornpastoralcare.com 
 
 Thank you, 
 Domenic 
 

From the Register 
June 24, 2017 Marriage of Samuel Waskowicz and 
Victoria Marcos 
 
June 25, 2017 Baptism of Luke Taylor Groves, son 
of Meghan and Brett Groves 
 

July 30 
 
388, “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above,” 
all verses. This text/tune matching, which for 
Episcopalians first appeared in the J. Ireland 
Tucker music edition of the 1871 Hymnal, is of 
such stature in the minds of most congregations 
as to be thought of as a “classic.” This metrical 
version of Psalm 104 was written by Sir Robert 
Grant and first published in Christian Psalmody: 
A Collection of above 700 Psalms, Hymns and 
Spiritual Songs, Selected and Arranged for 
Public, Social, Family and Private Worship 
(London, 1833). If nothing else, the book must 
surely have won the prize for the most-
complete title. The rousing tune HANOVER was 
first attributed to Handel, then to William Croft. 
Most editors now consider the tune properly 
consigned to the “anonymous” list. This tune 
has been published in a number of different 
psalm and hymn books beginning in 1708. It 
continues to be very popular today. 
 
447, “The Christ Who Died But Rose Again,” all 
verses. This four-stanza text comprises stanzas 
4-7 of a seven-stanza paraphrase of Romans 
8:34-39 prepared by the Rev. Granton Hay in 
consultation with the literary subcommittee of 
The Australian Hymnbook (Sydney, 1977). The 
text is based on a dated and much wordier 
paraphrase of Romans from Scottish Paraphrase 
(Edinburgh, 1798). The invigorating tune ST. 
MAGNUS by Jeremiah Clarke is typical of the 
revival of interest in hymnody during the reign 
of Queen Anne (1702-1714). It was first 
published in the second edition of Henry 
Playford’s Divine Companion (London, 1707) as 
a setting for Psalm 117. 
 
302, “Father, We Thank Thee Who Hast 
Planted,” all verses. Excepting the Gospel 
Canticles (Magnificat, Nunc Dimittis, etc.), this is 
possibly the oldest text in our hymnal. This is a 
metrical paraphrase by F. Bland  Tucker of some 
of the prayers found in the Teaching of the 
Twelve Apostles. These prayers may date from 
even as early as the first century; our hymnal 
editors selected the date of approximately 110.  
 
 Richard Newman 
 

Music Notes continued 



July / August 2017 ♦ Grace Notes
  7 

 
 

  

 Wisdom from William Temple 
 

Every morning, after I have showered and fed the cats, I sit down for about an 
hour and have “coffee with God.” Recently, I’ve been reading a book entitled 
Devotional Classics1, which includes 52 selections from great devotional 
writers. This morning’s selection was William Temple, Archbishop of 
Canterbury from 1942 until his death in 1944. His book Christianity and Social 
Order, published in 1941, addresses the role of the Church in society. 
 
He begins by asserting that the Church should make its principles known, and 
enable those who are part of it to reshape society according to those 
principles.  

 
 
 

If Christianity is true at all, it is a truth of universal application; all things should 
be done in the Christian spirit and in accordance with Christian principles. 
“Then,” say those who want reform, “produce your Christian solution for 
unemployment.” ….. Here the Church must reply, “No! I cannot tell you what is 
the remedy. But I can tell you that a society with a chronic unemployment is a 
diseased society. If you are not doing all that you can to find the remedy, you 
are guilty before God.”  
 
The Church is likely to be attacked from both sides if it does its duty. It will be 
told that it has become “political” when in fact it has merely stated its 
principles and pointed out when they have been breached. The Church will be 
told by advocates of particular policies that it is futile because it does not 
support theirs. If the Church is faithful to its commission, it will ignore both sets 
of complaints and continue as far as it can to influence all citizens and 
permeate all parties. 

 
This also caught my attention. 
 

Political issues are often concerned with people as they are, not with people as 
they ought to be. Part of the task of the Church is to help people to order their 
lives in order to lead them to what they ought to be. Assuming they are already 
as they ought to be always leads to disaster. 

 
The Church’s belief in Original Sin should make us intensely realistic and should 
free us from trying to create a Utopia. For there is no such thing as a Christian 
social ideal to which we should try to conform the society we are in as closely 
as possible…. Although Christianity supplies no ideal, it does supply something 
of far more value, namely, principles on which we can begin to act in every 
possible situation. 
 
 

1 Edited by Richard J. Foster & James Bryan Smith, Harper San Francisco, 1989. 
  
 continued on page 8 
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He affirms that we are children of God, the object of his love, capable of communion with him and destined for eternal 
fellowship with him. 
 

All of our lives should be ordered and conducted with this dignity in view. The State 
must not treat us as only having value in so far as we serve its end as totalitarian 
States do. The State exists for its citizens, not the citizens for the State. But neither 
must we treat ourselves, or conduct our lives, as if we were ourselves the center of 
our own value. 
 
We are not our own ends. Our value is our worth to God, and our end is to “glorify 
God and enjoy him forever.” And our social life, so far as it is deliberately planned, 
should be ordered with that destiny in view. We must be treated as we actually are, 
but always with a view to what in God’s purposes we are destined to become. 

 
In my humble opinion, I believe what William Temple wrote over 60 years ago can inform all of us—Republican, 
Democrat and Independent; conservative, liberal and centrist—during these times of political turmoil. 
 

June Huber 
 

I never weary of great churches. 
It is my favorite kind of mountain scenery. 

Mankind was never so happily inspired as when it made a cathedral. 
   - Robert Louis Stevenson 

 
In May, I had the opportunity to visit two of Europe’s great churches—St. Stephen’s Cathedral in Vienna and St. 
Stephen’s Basilica in Budapest. The sense of awe that such structures inevitably inspire brought to mind and 
affirmed the Robert Louis Stevenson quotation above, of which I had first taken note after visiting New York 
City’s Cathedral of St. John the Divine decades ago. 
 
As is often the case when I find myself “looking upward” in a great cathedral, on my visits to both inspiring St. 
Stephen’s structures I wandered about wishing that I had arrived more fully informed about the art and 
architecture that framed the vastness around me, as well as the history that defined the inspiring spaces. I 
returned home with my photographs that captured what they could of the overwhelming feats of spiritual and 
structural grandeur, along with my enduring sense of awe and my resolve to learn more about both amazing 
places. I have had a great time expanding on my recent cathedral visits through Internet searches, after-the-fact 
consultation of travel literature, and visits to my local public library to learn more. 

FROM THE LIBRARY 
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While taking care of some administrative duties in our own parish library, I was a bit taken aback, however, to 
discover that Grace’s collection of books on church architecture could have satisfied a great deal of my 
cathedral curiosity. (In my own defense, as several of my previous Grace Notes columns have indicated, I am 
not only new to parish librarian duties, but am a far more avid reader of history, public affairs, mysteries, and 
biographies, than spiritual and religious titles.) In any event, thanks to the parish library’s resources, I now can 
add to my personal reader’s log a small, but insightful book about St. Stephen’s Cathedral in Vienna. I also was 
pleased to find among our collection a number of titles exploring the history and architecture of other inspiring 
church structures near and far, among them volumes about our own National Cathedral (The Cathedral of Saint 
Peter and St. Paul, photography by Robert Llewellyn with introduction by John Chancellor, and Guide to 
Washington Cathedral), a survey of major cathedrals in England (England’s Cathedrals in Watercolour, by Peter 
Hume), as well as separate volumes on such famed British cathedrals as Winchester, Wells, Salisbury, 
Canterbury, Christ Church (Oxford), and Coventry. Closer to home, New York’s Cathedral Church of St. John the 
Divine is represented in our collection. The library’s resources on church geography and historical sites also are 
far more robust than I had realized. 
 
As the summer travel season evolves, if you plan to visit any of the world’s great churches or religious sites, I 
encourage you to consult the parish library collection before you depart as a likely way to supplement your 
“looking up” in a great spiritual space is perhaps best articulated by Sinclair Lewis who noted, 
 

He who has seen one cathedral ten times has seen something; 
he who has seen ten cathedrals once has seen but little; 
and he who has spent half an hour in each of a hundred 
cathedrals has seen nothing at all. 
 

How very true! 
 

Jay O’Malley 
 
 

 

Rite 13 Ceremony June 11, 2017 
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Summer Travel 

Thank you all for your support during my first year as your seminarian.  I am so grateful for this time among 
you, and for all that you continue to teach me about yourselves, myself, and ministry. 
 
Many of you have been kind to ask what I and other seminarians do over the summer.  In truth, answers vary 
widely—our summers during seminary are left up to our bishops and diocesan staffs. Most require a session of 
Clinical Pastoral Education—chaplaincy work in a hospital through an accredited program. I did that work last 
summer at Baylor University Medical Center in Dallas, Texas. This summer, my bishop has given me time off. 
He jokes that I should enjoy it because it will be my last full summer to myself during my ministry (barring a 
far-off, future sabbatical). And while it is true that I am taking some time off this summer to relax, it’s still a 
season of movement and learning. After watching the seniors graduate in May, I took off to Texas for a week-
long retreat on Mustang Island with my diocesan examining chaplains that culminated in my candidacy 
interview with the diocesan standing committee.  
 
Following that retreat, Claire met me in San Antonio, where we played “tourists” for two days in our old city. 
That Sunday, I got to preach at my sending parish and visit with dear friends. After that trip home, I served on 
staff at a liturgical conference at the seminary, took a few days off, and then took a course at Wesley 
Theological Seminary on Spirituality in Nature. The weeklong, intensive course took a brief look into ecological 
practices—the way that people interact physically and spiritually with their environments—within the scope of 
the Potomac Watershed.  
 

As I am writing this, I’m getting ready to fly south to Argentina, where I will join 
my father for vacation. Claire and I will spend Independence Day in D.C., and later 
in July we’ll celebrate our second anniversary with a cross-country road trip with 
our dogs ending up in Durango, Colorado. Once we’ve had several days to recoup 
from the drive and enjoy the San Juan Mountains, we’ll load up and head for 
Dallas, where we’ll visit with both of our extended families. Claire gets to bypass 
the 19-hour drive back to Virginia by flying home in time for  

work. But I’ll spend a bit more time in Dallas before hitting the road and heading back to Alexandria. In August, 
I’ll begin taking Biblical Hebrew, a three-part course that will end in December.  
 
We’re already looking forward to Shrine Mont, but as you can tell, we’ve got a lot of miles to go before we get 
there. Isn’t that true for us all? You’ll be my thoughts and prayers this summer, and I ask you to lift us up in 
yours for traveling mercies. 
 Peace, 

 William Campbell  
 

 

   

 

Parish Picnic July 11, 2017 
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Farewell to our Seniors 

Each year, during the months of May or June, our Parish gathers to celebrate and recognize the seniors in high 
school, many of whom have grown up at Grace Church. Traditionally, the spring Youth Sunday features “Senior 
Sermons,” an opportunity for those graduating high school to reflect on their years at Grace. This year was no 
different. Six seniors reflected on their experiences in thoughtful and well-written essays. In each reflection, 
you hear their unique Grace experience, but one theme connects all six; Grace Church feels like home. In a 
world where church attendance is fleeting and consistency in attendance varies, these seniors model for the 
next generation of children why church matters. These essays will follow in a supplement to Grace Notes. 
 

Jenni Faires 
 

Emma Imphong – graduated from Mitchell College in New London, CT with an Associate Degree in 
Business. She’s pleased to get her start in the hospitality industry, working the front desk of 
the Mohegan Sun Casino property in Connecticut. She is the daughter of Liz Imphong and sister of 
Elizabeth. 
 
Christina Iovino – graduated from the University of Virginia in May. She is going to take a year or 
so off to work before considering grad or law school. She is the daughter of Charlie and Peter 
Iovino, and the granddaughter of Audrey Adlis.  
 
Kerrigan O’Malley – graduated from the University of Richmond Law School. Immediately after 
taking the bar exam in July, she will begin clerking for a Virginia Circuit Court judge in the 
Richmond area. She is the daughter of Jay and Suzanne O’Malley. 
 
Greg Steffensen – graduated from James Madison University, with a degree in biology. He did a 
research internship with a JMU professor in Borneo after graduation. He is the son of Mother 
Leslie and Kirk, and brother of Henry and Charlotte. 
 
Henry Steffensen – graduated from Virginia Tech, with a degree in Computer Science. He will start 
work at the end of the summer at Capital One Bank in Richmond in software development. He is 
the son of Mother Leslie and Kirk, and brother of Greg and Charlotte. 
 
Page Tazewell – graduated from VCU, with a degree in Stage Management. She has a summer job 
at the Westport Playhouse in Connecticut and then plans to move to New York City. Her parents, 
Lit and Mary Carol, are now stationed in Malawi with USAID. 
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Graduations at Grace! 
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  Former Grace Music Director, The Reverend Kyle Babin – graduated from Virginia Theological 
Seminary, and was ordained to the priesthood at Washington National Cathedral on June 17. 
 
Grace Seminarian Jason Roberson – was ordained to the diaconate at Grace Cathedral in 
Charleston, SC just before graduating from Virginia Theological Seminary. After a trip to 
Canterbury Cathedral, he has arrived at his new parish, Holy Cross Faith Memorial Episcopal 
Church in Pawley’s Island, SC. 
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Eddy Corlett – grandson of Ruth and Cleve Corlett, has finished high school in Geneva, Switzerland, 
where his parents Chris and Maggie serve at the Embassy, and will join his sister Allyson at Florida 
State University in Tallahassee in the fall. 
 
Isabella Giacomo – will be attending the University of South Carolina. She is the daughter of Keith 
and Catherine, and sister of Mia and Joseph. 
 
Savannah Hall – will be attending Christopher Newport University in the fall. She is the daughter of 
John and Donna Hall, and the sister of Stewart. 
 
Elizabeth Imphong – will be attending Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. She is the 
daughter of Liz Imphong and sister of Emma. 
 
Nikolai Karamyshev – will be studying film at the Tisch School of the Arts at New York University. He 
is the son of Jennifer Long and Vladimir Karamyshev, and brother of Sasha. 
 
Shannon Kelly – will join her brother Sean at Old Dominion University in the fall. She is the daughter 
of Rich Kelly and Cindy MacIntyre, and also the sister of Heather, Erin, and Karlene. 
 
Katherine Peck – will be attending the University of Vermont. She is the daughter of Jim and 
Christina, and sister of Nicolas Zola. 
 
Sophia Vassallo – will be attending Princeton University. She is the daughter of Ron Vassallo and 
Mary Savino, and sister of Victor. 
 
Lucy Waskowicz – will be attending James Madison University. She is the daughter of Eric and Sara 
Waskowicz, sister of George and Sam, and sister-in-law of Victoria, and granddaughter of Frank and 
Linda. 
 
Please send the names and addresses of any students or folks living overseas, or changes in 
addresses, to Nancy Robinson at nancy.robinson@gracealex.org so that we can put them on the list 
for cards that we’ll be signing while at Shrine Mont. 
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“Ushing”—Team of Morris and Morris Retires! 
 

After 35 years of ushering at Grace, the team of Morris & Morris (Barbara and Ward) is retiring. 
 
When Father Malm asked me to write something for Grace Notes about our ushering experience, I 
immediately thought of an iceberg because, like an iceberg, only the tip of usher duty is apparent to 
the congregation. Yes, we greet you, give you a program and help you find a seat if the pews are 
crowded. That’s what you see. You also see us during the offering, passing the dark red velvet offering 
bags back and forth through the pews. Also you see us directing parishioners to the altar at 
communion, like traffic cops, keeping a steady flow to the altar—no empty spaces, no mad dash, 
allowing older, slower parishioners to go ahead. 
 
You do not see us making sure that the offering bags and the elements are in place in the narthex 
before the service begins. (In 35 years, I can remember only twice when we had to remind the altar 
guild that the elements were missing. In fact, thank God for the altar guild. You can count on every 
one of them to help out if needed.) You may see one of us, before the start of the service, tip-toeing 
down the aisle to whisper to a couple of parishioners. We are seeking element bearers. It’s wonderful 
when people respond with, “We’d be honored to. Thanks for asking.” While all this is going on, one of 
the four ushers (often it’s Ward) holds the clicker and counts the congregation, the choir and the altar 
party. It’s his job to post that number in the slot on the door behind the pulpit. There’s a little old-
fashioned recipe box holding the black numbers that you slip into the slot. The cardboard numbers, 
worn thin with age, remind me of the hymn board in the Lutheran church when I was a child. 
 
I remember the first time I was the clicker; when the sermon started I headed down the steps to find 
my way to that door behind the pulpit to post the number. We had been in Japan for three years 
(Ward’s Navy duty) so I had forgotten the church’s labyrinthine corridors. I wandered, panicky, 
through the halls, up and down stairs vowing that the next time I would drop bread crumbs. 
 
One of the pleasures and honors of ushering (or “ushing” as we say) is following the acolyte with the 
cross and the element bearers down the aisle to the steps of the altar. It’s easy to imagine that we are 
in the ranks of people following Jesus. It’s an amazing feeling. 
 
Another usher duty that is especially meaningful is standing at the side of parishioners who remain in 
their pew to receive Communion. As an usher, as I kneel at the altar rail to partake of communion, I 
whisper to Father Malm the names of the parishioners who need to have the elements brought to 
them. The ushers then go and stand beside those parishioners. This helps the priests locate the 
person, but more importantly it establishes a relationship between the usher and the seated person. 
That sense of spiritual companionship was impressed upon me many years ago by Father Moody, now 
Bishop Moody. 
 
Which brings me to another of Father Moody’s dictums, about putting the pews back in order after 
the service. The ushers collect stray papers, bulletins (for the recycle bin), lost gloves, crayons, etc. 
and put the books in the PROPER order—red, blue, red, blue, red, blue…that is, the prayer book, then 
the hymnal, prayer book, hymnal etc. Father Moody used to personally check the pews. To this day, 
when I see two reds or two blues together, it’s a jolt to my psyche. 
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One delight of ushering is watching little kids enter the narthex. Some march in as if they own the 
place. They head straight for the box of crayons and coloring books of stories from the Bible. Little 
girls in their Sunday best light up when you notice their fancy socks with lace on the cuffs, a new 
lollipop-color dress that twirls, and a matching headband with sparkles. 
 
Father Malm wondered if we had any unusual moments of ushering. Immediately, the story of the 
tipsy, tuxedoed man flashed to my mind. It was years and years ago at a jam-packed midnight 
Christmas service. We had six ushers and had to set up chairs in the aisles. The communion service 
was going on when a young man in a rumpled tuxedo burst groggily through the door and loudly 
demanded to see a priest so he could confess his sins. I tried to escort him back outside, but he had 
spotted the priest (I don’t remember which one—possibly Father Frye), and, in his loud, tipsy voice, 
was adamant about seeing him. I am sure the Spirit was guiding me, for I suddenly knew that I must 
calm this man and take him to the altar. Surprisingly, he let me take his arm and listened as I 
explained that I would escort him to the altar rail where he must kneel, cross his arms on his chest and 
bow his head to receive the touch of the priest’s hand and his blessing. He agreed and insisted on 
clutching my arm like a vise as I led him down the aisle. I sighed with relief when he followed my 
instructions perfectly and allowed me to escort him to the front door where he thanked me profusely, 
turned down my offer of calling a taxi, and wandered off calmly into the darkness, grateful for his 
Christmas blessing. 
 
Both Ward and I are thankful for the honor of “ushing” for so many years. It was a ministry that fit 
well with our many travels abroad. But now, at age 85 (five and a half years older than Ward), I’m 
ready to retire, to pass the red velvet offering bags to younger, more spritely parishioners. You can 
bet though that both of us will still have our eyes on the book racks, checking for red, blue, red, blue, 
red, blue, etc. 
 

Barbara Morris 
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7/1  Helen Sweeney  
7/2  Sherryl Dodd  
7/2  Scott Peterson  
7/3  Charlotte Steffensen 
7/4  Jack Carle   
7/5  Summer Jones  
7/6  Alexandra Falcon  
7/6  Isabella Nider  
7/7  Skye Whitlow  
7/8  Mike Gentry  
7/8  Kirk McPike  
7/9  Robert Schultz  
7/10  Haywood Torrence  Jr 
7/11  Marvin Ely   
7/12  Greg Hoppe   
7/12  Juston Kuch   
7/12  Tara (Refo) Kuch  
7/13  Dawn Peterson  
7/14  Claire Eudy   
7/14  Jeanie Kaufman  
7/15 Lina Dobbs   
7/16  Lois Kelso Hunt  
7/16  Karlene Kelly   
7/16  Chris Rugaber   
7/17  Howell Medley  
7/17  Georganna Murto  
7/18  Chrissie Crosby  
7/18  Owen Dowell   
7/18  Dorothy Gerber  
7/18  John Hall   
7/18  David Murphy   
7/18  Thomas Pfeiffer  
7/18  Ruth Schrott   
7/18  Celia Schultz   
7/19  Cleve Corlett   
7/19  Mason Hendricks  
7/19  Sara Kline   
7/20  Lauren Feeley   
7/20  Callan Henderson  
7/20  Ai Hang Wang 
7/20  Reba Winstead  
7/21  Barrett Burkhalter  
7/22  Carl Eckel   
7/22  Barry Rosman   
7/23  Vance Allen   
7/23  Pat Moore   
7/23  Tod Moore   
7/24  Isabell Baltimore  
  

7/24  Chris Caputo
   
7/24  James Haas  
7/24  Mike Jones  
7/24  Kiera Lindsey 
7/25  Jean Reed 
7/26  Eliana Fair 
7/28  Annie Eason  
7/28  Julia McClung  
7/28  Jane Weaver  
7/29  Emma Imphong  
7/30  Sally Schneider  
7/31  Sharon Hickok  
7/31  Dylan Pianesi  
7/31  Stephanie Reed 

July Birthdays 

8/3  Brooke Henry 
8/3  Joanne Davis 
8/5  Kim Griffin  
8/5  Jan Spence  
8/7  Mary-Jo Cooney   
8/7  Jenna Payne  
8/8  Diana Jarrett  
8/8  Kimberly Reyes  
8/8  Robert Schrott  
8/9  Alexander Grimes  
8/9  Erica McFarquhar  
8/10  Victor Vassallo  
8/12  Beverley Borgia  
8/12  Piers Spencer  
8/12  Paul Winkel III  
8/15  Cynthia Fors  
8/15  Michelle Kozlak 
8/15  Carl Seward 
8/16  Rocky Gillette   
8/17  Ana Hernandez  
8/19  Michael Anderson  
8/19  Dylan Eustace   
8/20  Callen Dubsky   
8/21  Sean Groves   
8/21  Aidan Smith   
8/21  Michael Smith   
8/21  Frank Waskowicz  
8/21  Aidan White   
8/22  Virginia Griffin  
8/22  Kate Nider   
8/23  Keith Giacomo   
8/24  Heather Murphy  
8/25  Neal Anderson   
8/25  Hudson Chiow   
8/25  David Hoppe   
8/25  Mary Savino 
8/26  Andrew Smith   
8/26  Colin Stancil   
8/26  Abigail Wells    
8/28  Emma Alvarenga  
8/28  David Boris   
8/29  Maggie Eckel   
8/30  John Green   
8/30  Stephen Lovell   
8/31  Susan Hayduchok  
8/31  Elizabeth Locher  
8/31  Kathleen Paige  
8/31  Timothy Willard  
 

August Birthdays 

8/1  Spencer Foucart  
8/1  Emily Graves 
8/2  Colin Enger  
8/2  Heather Hurley  
8/2  Wendell Thomas  
8/2  Julia Ziegler 
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Parish Staff 
Robert Malm .................................................. Rector 
 (rector@gracealex.org) 
 
Jenni Faires .................................................................  
Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries 
 (family.ministries@gracealex.org) 
Richard Newman ......................  Director of Music 
 (music.director@gracealex.org) 
Patti Culbreth ................................. Head of School 
 (pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org) 
Amy Medrick ......................... Parish Administrator 
 (parish.office@gracealex.org) 
Beth Calaman ................... Financial Administrator 
 (bookkeeper@gracealex.org) 
Ruth Young ........  Children’s Chapel Coordinator 

(ruth.young@gracealex.org) 
Pedro Hernandez ........................................... Sexton 
William Campbell .................................. Seminarian 
(wcampbell1@vts.edu) 
 

Vestry 
Class of 2017 
Lorna Worley .................................. Senior Warden 
John Boris .................................................. Treasurer 
Jennifer Long...................................... School Board 
Judy Willard ............................................... Outreach 
Fred Saalfeld ......................................... Stewardship 
Kirk McPike ...................................................... TNT 
 
Class of 2018 
Rich Kelly .......................................... Junior Warden 
Chris Rugaber ....................................... Stewardship 
Jan Wolff ............................ School Board/Register 
Jennifer Pease ............................................ Outreach 
Mary Stewart ................................ Communications 
 
Class of 2019 
Cindy Diehl ......................................... Pastoral Care 
Kelly Gable ................................. Education/Youth 
Chris Kupczyk............................................. Worship 
Jean Reed ............................................... Evangelism 
Ashby Rushing ........................................ Fellowship 
 

Non-Vestry Coordinators 
Anne Caputo ...................................... Pastoral Care 
Tracy Enger ................................ Education/Youth 
Kristine Hesse ............................. Communications 
Cindy MacIntyre ................................... Evangelism 
Lucy Tschetter................................................... TNT 
Judy Willard ............................................... Outreach 
 

 

 

Youth Sunday Greeters 


