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Jesus promises to be with us through all the “storms” of our lives—storms,
including hurricanes, tragedies, extreme challenges, and disappointments
that can lead to fear and depression.
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Worship Schedule
Sunday Schedule
Holy Eucharist Rite I ................... 7:30 am
Child Care .................. 8:45 am–12:45 pm
Children’s Chapel ......... 8:50 am-9:30 am
La Santa Eucaristía ..................... 9:00 am
Choral Eucharist Rite II............... 9:00 am
Christian Ed classes .................. 10:15 am
Choral Eucharist Rite I.............. 11:15 am
Holy Eucharist Rite II .................. 5:00 pm

Weekday Schedule
Tuesdays, Rite II with healing .... 6:30 pm
Wednesdays, Rite I .................... 7:00 am
Thursdays Rite II ...................... 12:15 pm

About Grace Notes
Grace Notes is published 10 times a year
by Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria,
Virginia – monthly except for combined
July/August and December/January
issues. The deadline for submitting copy
is midnight on the 15th of the preceding
month.
The next Grace Notes deadline is Oct.15
for the November issue. Articles should
be submitted by e-mail to
grace.notes@gracealex.org. All articles
are subject to editing.
Grace Church’s newsletter team
includes Amy Barron, Kristine Hesse,
June Huber, Teresa Preston, and Amy
Medrick.

Grace Church is:
A center for worship and fellowship
A school for discipleship and
stewardship
A community for healing and
outreach
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I am so thankful that before we learned of the damage to our home
in Georgia, Leslie and I had three days to celebrate “All Roads Lead
to Grace” at our Shrine Mont Parish Weekend. Indeed, all roads do
lead to Grace; even the roads that lead us through the storms of
life.
Grace, Peace and Love
The Rev. Robert H. Malm

From the Assistant to the Rector
Thank you all for this first weekend at Shrine Mont. It was a very
enjoyable experience for Xavier and me, and we are most grateful
for the birthday cake and all the activities, including the special skit
in the follies, that made us feel so welcomed. We had a lot of fun
and I had no idea ministry could be so diverse: rockets launching,
croquet and single malt tasting—I certainly did not learn about that
at seminary!
The Shrine Mont weekend was also my first time presiding at a
bilingual service in English and in Spanish, and it was very special to
me. As a person who (now!) speaks almost daily in three different
languages, I know we don't engage, think or even feel the same
based on the language we use, and it is certainly true about prayer
as well. Spanish is deeply emotional and spiritual, and I am glad we
all had the chance to experience hearing it and maybe speaking it as
we offered our worship to God on this glorious day at the Shrine. It
is also beautiful and precious to be able to come together as one
church community, especially in times of tension and division in our
society. Our testimony is important.
For all these reasons, it's very exciting that we were able to
celebrate together again on September 24, with the Bishop's visit
and the service of confirmation: Two children from La Gracia were
baptized, five adults confirmed and one received. And our La Gracia
congregation will soon have a chance to process this deep spiritual
experience as we take a day of retreat on October 7, dedicated to
our faith journeys as immigrants. For this occasion, La Gracia
members expressed the wish that you would keep us in your
prayers, and if you have a special intention for yourself, please let
me know and we will hold you in our prayers during the retreat.
continued on page 2
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Hopefully, our collective times of worship could lead us to more interpersonal connections. Yes, language
can feel like a barrier, but even if we struggle, it's actually fun and enriching to learn from one another
and with one another, and as we share our stories, we can discover a lot, not only about cultures but also
about our spiritualities.
I am so thankful for the way God is at work at Grace, at La Gracia, and in between the two of them!
The Rev. Fanny Belanger

Grace Episcopal School

Music Notes

Our new tag line, Begin with Grace, reminds us
all of the blessing that comes from a foundation
in a community that promotes academic
excellence, spiritual growth, moral responsibility
and service to others. When our students begin
with Grace, we know they are loved and
nurtured to reach their full potential. We
celebrate the beginning of a new school year and
all the joy ahead.

The normal fall schedule returns on October 1
with two sung choral services at 9:00 a.m. and
11:15 a.m. We welcome the Boys and Girls Choir
for their first Sunday singing at the 9 a.m. service
on October 1. They typically sing on the first and
third Sundays of the month at the 9 a.m. service
as well as for Choral Evensong. Please note that
the Boys and Girls Choir is open to all youth
reading age and up. The new rehearsal times for
the Boys and Girls Choir are Tuesdays 4:00-5:00
p.m. (new choristers), 5:00-6:00 p.m. (advanced
choristers) and Wednesdays 4:00-5:30 p.m. (all
choristers). Contact me if you are interested,
even if the weekly schedule doesn’t work for you.
I am experimenting with offering later rehearsal
times based on need and interest.

We invite all parishioners to please join the
school at its annual Gala and Auction on
Saturday, November 4 from 6-10 p.m. for a night
of glamour and mystery. Step through the silver
screen with us to the 1930’s. It’s the Golden Age
of Hollywood and this glitzy event includes fine
food and maybe more “spirits” than expected. A
crime takes place. Collect clues throughout the
evening of intrigue, plot twists and laughter as
professional actors bring a film noir to life. Will
you be a suspect or crack the case? Join us in
cocktail attire with your own touch of vintage
Hollywood or black and white flair! Hard-nosed
detective attire also welcome! There’s no
mystery about how much this event and auction
benefit our school as all proceeds will go to the
playground refurbishment project. Purchase
tickets online through the school website:
www.GraceSchoolAlex.org.
We look forward to celebrating Grace School
Sunday with you on October 15. We are blessed
to be a mission of the church, and we are
grateful for your support.
Patti Culbreth
Head of School
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Please mark your calendars for Choral Evensong
on October 22 at 5:00 p.m. sung by the Adult
Choir with the Boys and Girls Choir. The music is
Howell’s “Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis Collegium
Regale” and Stanford’s “Purest and Highest.”
Finally, the Handbell Choir will be offering
preludes to the 9 a.m. service on the second
Sunday of each month. On October 8, for the
Feast of St. Francis, we will do an anthem based
on “All things bright and beautiful” with
handbells, flute, choir, and organ. If you are
interested in joining the handbell choir or any
other choir here, please contact me at
richard.newman@gracealex.org or 703.549.1980.
I look forward to a new year of wonderful music.
Richard Newman
Director of Music
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Shrine Mont 2017
It’s hard to believe that after many months of planning, our annual parish weekend at Shrine Mont is
over. The “All Roads Lead to Grace” weekend started with over 220 parishioners taking the road up to
the Mountain for fellowship, food and fun. Thirty-nine members of our La Gracia congregation joined
us Saturday. Frank Waskowicz designed amazing maps for folks to mark their journey to Grace. Please
take time to view them at the church along with the record of names and places. It is truly remarkable
to see the paths that led us all to this parish family.
The weekend kicked off with the 24th Annual Rector’s Golf
Tournament, thanks to the expert planning by Jay Legere.
Mike Jones and Lucy-Lee Reed made sure that our worship
services were the best of the best, from the moving Celtic
Evening Prayer on Friday night to the bilingual Shrine service
to the final closing service on Sunday and every moment of
prayer in between.
The fun of old favorites like Porch Activities (thanks Cindy
MacIntyre and Donna Hall), the Hay Ride, DJ Dance Party, Field
Games, Questions for the Clergy and Bonfire with S’mores
were joined by new activities like the “Parish-chute” play and
our Shrine Mont Camp Sing-a-Long. The Sing-a-long was a
highlight of the weekend. Just as the spirited croquet
tournament wrapped up and as Father Malm played football
with a group of Sunday schoolers, parishioners of all ages
joined Tad Wolcott and Colby Gustafson with their guitars,
along with Lauren Gustafson on the porch. As I looked around,
just above the singing, wonderful hospitality volunteers were
setting up the awesome pre-dinner social and other folks just
sat on their porches enjoying the singing, the views and the
perfect weather. It was a moment I will never forget!
Our road to Grace led us to be handed over the task to plan this most
important weekend and, honestly, we expected a bumpy and stressful
road but then Evan and Nancy Robinson (of 2018 Shrine Mont fame),
Ashby Rushing, Liz Rugaber, Amy Barron, Lynn Rohrs, and the great
team of Amy Medrick and Beth Calaman met us at the start to make
sure the whole journey was smooth sailing. All along the way,
parishioners jumped in to help, to support and to make the most of
the weekend. Thank you to ALL! Our family is forever grateful for the
memories.

Erin, Bobby, Aidan and Seamus White
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October Forum Schedule

October 1

Churchwide Picture
No Adult Forum
Sunday School Registration and Meet and Greet with Teachers

October 8

Introduction to E-giving and Other Nontraditional Ways to Give at Grace
Led by Chris Rugaber

October 15

Grace School Sunday Fellowship Reception
No Adult Forum or Sunday School

October 22

Planned Giving led by Julie Simonton

October 29

J2A Pilgrimage Presentation

My Trip to Italy

J2A Pilgrimage Reflection

As you all probably know, the J2A group went on pilgrimage to Italy this summer—and I
for one had an amazing time. Italy was beautiful—from the ruins of the Roman forums to
the churches we visited and the Vatican. Rome especially was unique. There was a
wonderful blend of old ruins and more modern buildings. I remember, the first day we
got there, we stood on the roof of our hotel, and could see the city spread before us. It
was eclectic, but also ordered.
Assisi may have been the most interesting place we visited. It was a smaller place than
either Florence or Rome, and it showed. It wasn’t as touristy as they were, and we felt
safer there. During the two days we were there, nobody tried to scam us. One of the
other reasons I liked Assisi so much were the astounding views of the surrounding
countryside. When we arrived, we walked up a steep hill to get to our locations for that
day. I remember everyone was cranky and exhausted, but when we got to the top, it was
worth it. We came into a plaza and saw the church of Santa Maria Maggiore, and to the
side was a wonderful view of the countryside that stretched out for miles.
Some of my greatest memories are of the small things though. I remember when we
went to the beach and how fun that was—even if the waves got a bit choppy. I also
remember how there were gelaterias on nearly every street, and how much better
gelato is in its country of origin. I remember how I managed to trip on nothing and
scrape both my hands, and how everyone was helpful to me. I remember how kind and
helpful Miguel, our guide, was and the last dinner we ate with him, where we all
exchanged compliments with each other. I remember how I got to know everyone so
much more. Like they say, you don’t really know someone until you travel with them.
And I also remember how many cats there were. I swear, we saw about 12 different
stray cats. While sometimes it was crowded, sometimes it was loud, my trip to Italy was
some of the most fun I have ever had.
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Spencer Foucart
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Youth News

The first Youth Night Dinner will be Sunday, October 1 from 4:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Join us as
we head to Escape Quest for an afternoon of breakout fun. Cost is $20 per person. We will
return to church by 6:00 p.m. for dinner together. At 6:30, all youth are invited to join the
presentation on Tanzania in Merrow Hall.
Youth Sunday will be Sunday, October 22. If you have a child who has turned thirteen over
the summer, please contact Jenni to be included in the Rite 13 portion of the service.
The PYM Senior High Weekend at Shrine Mont is November 3-5. The link, to sign-up forms,
will be emailed the first week of October. Deadline for registration is Sunday, October 22.

Stewardship Goal: One Million Dollars!
Well, not quite. But our Stewardship drive for 2018 has some ambitious goals. We hope to
receive pledges this fall and winter from 275 Grace Church households for a total of
$950,000. It's not as catchy as the demand from Dr. Evil, the villain in the Austin Powers
movie franchise, who wanted a ransom of "1 million dollars" while holding the world
hostage.

Stewardship Campaign

But it would be a generous sum.
The upcoming pledge campaign is a crucial one. We received $795,000 in pledges for 2017,
which was wonderful. Still, it was insufficient to pay all our staff for the full year. We
balanced the 2017 budget in part by relying on part-time priests until Mother Belanger
arrived.
We also will likely be upgrading our air conditioning system and as always will face
unexpected costs.
So please pray about and discuss your pledge with family members, and look for your pledge
cards soon!
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. Corinthians 9:6
Chris Rugaber
Vestry Stewardship Chair
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Region IV Confirmation
September 24, 2017

Grace Church was honored to host a Confirmation Service for Region IV members. This was a first for the
diocese and a total of 24 people participated, 16 of which were members of Grace Church.
The following were baptized: Santiago Barrios, Allision Jimenes
The following were confirmed: Jorge Barrios, Nathan Cline, Julio Jimenes, Elvin Jimenez, Jeremy Koss,
Katherine Mackie, Michelle Mackie, William Mackie, Yolanda Oertel, Emily Summers, Dora Velazquez,
Rubilia Velazquez
The following were received: Allison Guernsey, Dina Martinez
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Grace Church went all out; from 19 members of
the Altar Guild working to prepare the
Sanctuary for the 4:00 pm service on Sunday, to
the Fellowship Committee who put together a
wonderful reception afterwards. Bishop Jones
and his wife, Kay, both commented on how
much they love being a part of worship at
Grace! Many of our guests and members
also expressed their thanks. Kudos all around!
"I will ONLY work with Grace Fellowship because they
KNOW how to throw a party."

J2A Pilgrimage Reflection
Italy was a loud, busy, yet also peaceful place. I think everyone on our trip will agree that Assisi and
Florence were much easier cities to travel in than Rome, but because of this, Rome was a city that
brought us closer together.
Rome was loud, crowded, and hot, but we made the best of it. From our first time seeing the city
on the bus ride to our hotel, we were pointing out hilarious graffiti on signs and making inside
jokes that made absolutely no sense. Most importantly, we held it together that very first day
without murdering each other, despite how exhausted we were. We experienced God in every
place—singing Hallelujah down the streets, visiting (so many) churches, and just enjoying the
beauty and power of a city so old and yet so full of life. We learned about churches and many
interesting sites all during the pilgrimage, but I think we more importantly learned about
ourselves, and each other, simply through sharing our days.
Julie Mills Cizek
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From the Library
I enjoy reading history, and I especially enjoy reading biographies. Biographies show us more than
what happened or even why things happened. Biographies put a face on history and remind us that
real people create history. Biographies tell us who these people were, what influenced them, and
why they did what they did. They make the past come alive.
Our parish library includes an extensive collection of biographies of men and women who
influenced Christianity and the church. In our collection we have comprehensive biographies of
Thomas Cranmer, who was the architect of the Anglican Book of Common Prayer and guided
England through the early Reformation; Richard Hooker, who has been called the premier
theologian of the Church of England; and Thomas Moore, known by many as the man for all
seasons.
Our collection also reflects the important and varied roles women have played in the church and
church history. Thus, we have biographies of the legendary Joan of Arc, Queen Margaret of
Scotland, the 14th Century mystic Julian of Norwich, and the more modern Edwardian period mystic
Evelyn Underhill.
Finally, for those interested in somewhat more modern times, we have an excellent biography of
C.S. Lewis, author of The Chronicles of Narnia and many other well-known works.
I have included only a few examples from our catalogue of biographies. We have shelves of
biographies. Stop by and browse.
Jay O’Malley

 Face Painting
 Games
 Coloring

October 28

th

 And more ….

4:00 p.m. -5:30 Grace Episcopal
Church Parking Lot
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Conversations About Race
On September 7, I drove to Charlottesville to hear Presiding Bishop Michael Curry preach at St. Paul’s
Church, and to have lunch with him, diocesan clergy and lay leaders. While waiting in line for lunch I
introduced myself and gave him Bob Malm’s greetings—they were at Yale Divinity School at the same
time, one year apart. Bishop Curry remembered Bob well, particularly as a runner. The Bishop is very
easy to talk to—we soon found ourselves deep in conversation about running, walking and praying.
Bishop Curry’s sermon at St. Paul’s addressed the subject of racial tension right from the beginning.
You can listen to an audio of his sermon posted on the diocesan website1, but here are my “Cliff
Notes.”












The fundamental issues of the Civil War never got resolved. It was like a scab was ripped off a
wound on August 12. Now everyone knows the name “Charlottesville.” Everyone will
remember the date, August 12.
Nothing new happened that day. What was already there, but hidden, was revealed.
The demons that were unleashed must be engaged. We must engage them. We must stand
for the way of love in the midst of hate.
But for many individuals, it's not about hatred. It's about a misplaced longing for relationship.
Wanting to belong to some family, some group. This is an opportunity for evangelism.
We don't know each other. Not really. We avoid getting too close—the results of the last
election showed that. Through the church we must reclaim our relationships with each other.
We need to have conversations about tough subjects. We should have them in small groups,
and tell each other stories about how and why we arrived at our feelings and thoughts about
race. Because when you know someone’s story, you know the person.
We can allow the truth to emerge in a safe and loving setting, in ways that can foster healing.
We can listen—really listen—to each other's stories.
The issues will polarize. Don't engage the issues. Focus instead on the values and principles
we stand for.
“Don't be ashamed to live the way of love, to show God's love. Keep keepin’ on, and don't
you ever quit!”

On the following Sunday, three days later, a preacher at Richmond Hill quoted a line often used by
the Rev. Jesse Jackson: "A text without context is pretext.” He was referring to the text of that day’s
Gospel, but it made me think back to Bishop Curry’s sermon. If we hear someone say something
about race, but don’t know the story of how and why that person arrived at their beliefs, the truth is
still concealed.
I admit that in all my life I have never had this kind of serious conversation about race with anyone.
Not with a white person, or an African-American person, or an Asian person, or a Latino person.
Bishop Curry’s sermon has inspired me. I want to hear people’s stories. I want to share my story. I
want to share God’s love with them.
1

http://www.thediocese.net/
continued on page 11
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Two years ago, in his Pastoral Address, Bishop Shannon Johnston announced an initiative to hold
“listening sessions” that would “give every person present the opportunity to speak their hearts and
minds in a safe, non-reactive environment.” This is what Bishop Curry has asked us to do. I hope we will
do this at Grace Church. Other parishes have done it. The Diocesan Committee on Race and
Reconciliation can help prepare us to do it. And I’m willing to volunteer my time and effort to make it
happen. Maybe then we can, in some small way, help to “move the needle” on reconciliation in our
parish, and in our neighborhood.
June Huber

Family Ministries
As we begin a new programming year, I would like to recognize and thank the many volunteers who will
be serving as Sunday School teachers and Youth Sponsors for the 2017-2018 school year. As I have said
before, the number of parishioners willing to commit themselves to a one or two-year term of Christian
education service is impressive and inspiring. God has given us each a gift for use in his kingdom, and I
am grateful that the children of Grace Church have so many adult mentors willing to use their spiritual
gift in service to their teaching. Please take the list below and place it in your Bible or in your place of
prayer and add these names to your daily prayer regime. The prayerful support of the entire parish will
be felt by each of our teachers!
Sunday School Teachers and Youth Sponsors 2017-2018
Vestry Youth and Education Coordinator: Kelly Gable
Godly Play (pre-K)
Judy Willard
Amanda Ruff
Sally Stone

2nd and 3rd Grade
Sally Schneider
Paul Bellantoni

Rite 13 (6,7)
AM
Tracy Enger
Kirk McPike
Heather Wishart-Smith
J2A (8,9)
AM
Anne Berry
Billy Faires
Greg Ruff
Sarah Shultz
EYC (10,11,12)
AM
Rich Kelly
Summer Jones
Colin Rushing
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4th and 5th Grade
Cindy MacIntyre
Khacki Berry
Donna Hall

Substitutes:
Beth Yancey
Erin White (all incl. Godly Play)
Kristine Hesse (Rite 13)
Elizabeth Graham

PM
Tracy Enger
Kelly Gable
Rushad Thomas
PM
John Metz
(rotation of AM staff)

PM
Heather Kelly (SC 9/14)
Matt Madigan (SC 10/15)
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October Birthdays
Parish Staff
10/1
10/1
10/1
10/2
10/2
10/3
10/3
10/4
10/4
10/4
10/4
10/5
10/5
10/5
10/6
10/6
10/6
10/6
10/7
10/7
10/7
10/8
10/8
10/8
10/8
10/9
10/10
10/10
10/11
10/12
10/12
10/13
10/13
10/14
10/14
10/14
10/14
10/15
10/15
10/15
10/15
10/16
10/16
10/17
10/17
10/17
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Josie Battle
Kate Lorentz
Maggie McQueen
Charissa Nelson
Jack Spitzer
Ward Morris
Lucy Turner Watts
Anthony Berry
Margaret Carlson
Ruth Corlett
James Lockwood
Bill Buch
Sheng Davis
Harley Hughes
Anne Berry
Suzanne Cooper
June Huber
Austyn Schmitz
Anabelle Long
Walter Moore
Wendy Murphy
Charlie Iovino
Barry Joyner
Susan Merritt Nelson
Virginia Robinson
Alexandra Smith
Dena Battle
Christopher Rowe
Everett Ruff
Puddy Blunden
Rushad Thomas
Clare Doherty
Travis Thompson
Jacob Duncan
Sebastian Peterson
Benjamin Russell
Katherine Winstead
Christina Gabbert
Laura LaemmleWeidenfeld
Lisa Medley
Charles Nelson Jr.
Christine Jones
Michael Laemmle
Hannah Osborne
Christy Sweet
Nicholas Winkel

10/18
10/18
10/18
10/18
10/19
10/19
10/19
10/19
10/20
10/20
10/20
10/20
10/20
10/20
10/21
10/22
10/22
10/22
10/22
10/23
10/23
10/23
10/23
10/23
10/23
10/24
10/24
10/24
10/25
10/25
10/25
10/25
10/25
10/25
10/26
10/27
10/27
10/27
10/28
10/28
10/29
8/1
10/29
8/1
10/29
8/2
10/30
8/2
10/30
8/2
10/31
8/2
10/31

Mimi Barnes
Lynn Brautigan
Crispin Enger
Merrin Winkel
Finley Baird
Erin Fleming
James McCully Jr.
Beth Yancey
Christian Ashworth
Tricia Bamford
Lydia Durand
Christian Henel
Amber Lopez
Jim Stancil
Lesley Kalan
Karen Lamson
Jay Legere
Margaret Lukens
Emily Montgomery
Wesley Akins
Nathan Gannon
Jacqueline Klein
Ava Lee
Mark Mumford
Alice Palmer
Remsen Baird
Meredith Carr
Oliver Peterson
Michael Coe
Isabelle Doherty
Kim Frankena
Walker Pheil
Joanna Rivas
Paul Rugaber
Colin Rushing
Paul Hanley
Bill Malone
John Undeland
Sue Donelson
Yovani Rivera
ChristineFoucart
Harris
Spencer
Willem
Schultz
Emily Graves
Christine
Colin
EngerYoung
Eliza Balsamo
Heather
Hurley
Teresa
Wendell Payne
Thomas
Barbara
Blakistone
Julia
Ziegler
Pedro Hernandez

Robert Malm ...........................................Rector
(rector@gracealex.org)
Fanny Belanger .............Assistant to the Rector
(mother.belanger@gracealex.org)
Jenni Faires .......................................................
Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries
(family.ministries@gracealex.org)
Richard Newman ................. Director of Music
(music.director@gracealex.org)
Patti Culbreth............................ Head of School
(pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Amy Medrick.................... Parish Administrator
(parish.office@gracealex.org)
Beth Calaman ..............Financial Administrator
(Financial.Admin@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez ................................... Sexton
William Campbell ............................ Seminarian
(William.campbell@gracealex.org)
Ashley Mather ................................ Seminarian
(Ashley.mather@gracealex.org)

Vestry
Class of 2017
Lorna Worley ............................ Senior Warden
John Boris ..........................................Treasurer
Jennifer Long ............................... School Board
Fred Saalfeld ................................. Stewardship
Kirk McPike ................................................. TNT
Class of 2018
Rich Kelly................................... Junior Warden
Chris Rugaber................................ Stewardship
Jan Wolff ....................... School Board/Register
Jennifer Pease .................................... Outreach
Mary Stewart ......................... Communications
Class of 2019
Cindy Diehl ................................... Pastoral Care
Kelly Gable ............................. Education/Youth
Chris Kupczyk .......................................Worship
Jean Reed ........................................ Evangelism
Ashby Rushing ................................. Fellowship

Non-Vestry Coordinators
Anne Caputo ................................ Pastoral Care
Tracy Enger ............................ Education/Youth
Kristine Hesse ........................ Communications
Cindy MacIntyre ............................. Evangelism
Lucy Tschetter............................................. TNT
Judy Willard ....................................... Outreach
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