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Rector’s Reflection 
Fishing 
I don’t consider myself to be much of a fisherman. My dad didn’t fish much, so it 
was not an activity I enjoyed growing up. And I’ve never taken the time to fish as 
an adult or with my own children as they grew up. 

But one of my closest and oldest friends is an excellent fisherman and if I visit him 
during my summer vacation in Massachusetts, we try to go fishing. The last two 
summers the weather has not been good when I visited John on Nantucket Island. 
This year we had perfect weather for fishing and we spent the better part of two 
days fishing off the island in John’s boat. 

I was reminded of why fishing shares so many of the same qualities as “making 
disciples.” Of course, Jesus called his first disciples, who were fishermen, Peter, 
John and James, to follow him and “fish for people.” These were the three closest 
to Jesus and they become leaders in the early Church after Our Lord’s 
Resurrection. 

Here’s my list of what’s needed to fish for fish and to fish for people: 

1. Preparation—you need a plan and to get everything ready to go. 
2. The right equipment: for fishing—rod, reel, line, nets, bait, a boat, etc. For 

people—hospitality, communication, a “story” to share of “good news” in 
Christ, the ability to listen and to teach. 

3. Location, knowing the right “spot” to reach fish; people—knowing the 
environment, the community where people live, work, spend time. 

4. Flexibility—conditions can change quickly—adapt. 
5. Patience—waiting with hope. 
6. Using gifts and “muscles” not often used—this effort takes time and 

strength—physical, mental, emotional, spiritual health. 
7. Accept failure, celebrate success, know when enough is enough. 

John and I caught a lot of fish over the two days last month. I look forward to our 
next fishing adventure.  
 
 

Continued on p. 2 
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Grace Church is: 
A center for worship and fellowship 

A school for discipleship and 
stewardship 

A community for healing and 
outreach 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday Schedule 
Holy Eucharist Rite I ................ 7:30 am  
Child Care ...............9:45 am–11:30 am 
Children’s Chapel ... 9:50 am-10:30 am  
La Santa Eucaristía .................. 9:00 am  
Choral Eucharist .................... 10:00 am  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II ............. 5:00 pm 
 
Weekday Schedule  
Tuesdays, Rite II with healing . 6:30 pm 
Wednesdays, Rite I .................. 7:30 am 
Thursdays, Rite I  .................. 12:15 pm 
 
 

About Grace Notes 
 

Grace Notes is published 10 times a 
year by Grace Episcopal Church, 
Alexandria, Virginia – monthly 
except for combined July/August 
and December/January issues. The 
deadline for submitting copy is 
midnight on the 15th of the 
preceding month.  
 
The next Grace Notes deadline is 
September 15 for the October issue. 
Articles should be submitted by e-
mail to grace.notes@gracealex.org. 
All articles are subject to editing.  
 
Grace Church’s newsletter team 
includes Amy Barron, Kristine Hesse, 
June Huber, Teresa Preston, and 
Amy Medrick. 
 

Rector’s Reflection, continued from p. 1 
I look forward to our “fishing” at Grace Church, especially as the new program 
year begins in the weeks ahead. Remember these wonderful opportunities for 
“fishing”: 
 Shrine Mont Weekend, September 8-10 
 Sign-On Sunday, Sunday School Registration, September 17 at 11:00 a.m. 
 Bishop’s Visitation and Confirmation, September 24 at 4:00 p.m. 
 Start of two Sunday Choral Services at 9:00 and 11:15, October 1 
 Parish Picture and Sunday School Classes, October 1 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Let’s catch a lot of fish!  
Grace, Peace, Love, 

Robert H. Malm 

From the Assistant Rector 
A great thanks to all of you who participated in the La Gracia Yard Sale! It was 
quite impressive to see the holding room overflowing with donations of all 
sorts: furniture and small appliances, clothes and shoes, jewels and 
toys...most of them in good shape and looking nice! A special thanks also to 
all those who gave of their time and came in the evening on Friday, or woke 
up early on Saturday morning to help in bringing everything down to the hall 
and setting up tables outside. It was certainly hard work!  

The weather cooperated, the sale was a success and La Gracia's fees for the 
bus rental to Shrine Mont are covered! Yet, as I was hanging out at the sale, I 
realized the sale is not only a great fundraiser, but also a way to build 
community inside our church and also with our neighborhood. It is, as well, a 
huge help to families in need around us. 

On a more spiritual note, I am delighted that Santiago Rodriguez, from Christ 
Church, Alexandria, has agreed to lead a Spanish language retreat for us on 
October 7. The theme will be "Exodus, Exile and Temple: How do we 
experience God's faithfulness in the challenges of uprooting, immigration 
and settling into a new life?”  

Well, a strong community is certainly a great way to testify to God's ongoing 
care for us, so again thanks for being witnesses with us! 

Remember…  
God is working on your behalf today.  
Heaven is holding conversations about you.  
Angels have been assigned to you.  
Just breathe, and be at peace.  

--Fanny Belanger 
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We hope our church friends and our school families have enjoyed a healthy and happy 
summer. We are excited to begin the new school year with an Open House on September 5 
for our children to meet their teachers and a full day of school on Wednesday, September 
6. 
 
With revenue from our summer camp, our students will return to newly painted and 
carpeted classrooms, a new water fountain in Merrow Hall and fresh mulch on the 
playground. In addition, our office spaces have been painted and carpeted with a joint 
renovation between church and school in the St. Matthew room.  
 
The school is blessed to be a mission of the church, and we begin the new year with 
renewed energy and enthusiasm to realize our mission: to nurture a learning community 
that promotes academic excellence in the Episcopal tradition. We hope you will tell your 
family and friends about our wonderful school where every child begins with Grace. 
 

--Patti Culbreth 
Head of School 

  

September 8-10  Shrine Mont weekend 
September 17  Commissioning of Sunday School Teachers and Youth Sponsors 
    Fall Sign-On Sunday (including Sunday School Registration) during  
    Coffee Hour and Sunday School teacher training to follow. 
September 23  Saturday Social -- 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
September 24  4:00 p.m. - Regional Confirmation Service 

There will be a special visit for the children of the congregation to 
meet Bishop Jones at 3:30 p.m. 

September 30  Founders Day Dinner – 6:00 p.m. in Merrow Hall Auditorium 
 
**All Christian Education, Forums and Youth Sundays will begin on October 1. 

 
   
Grace Church will be hosting a special “area” confirmation service for our Diocese on 
September 24 at 4 p.m. The Rt. Rev. David Jones will preside. The service will include 
confirmations, receptions (for those baptized in other denominations and being received 
into the Episcopal Church) and reaffirmations (for those previously baptized and confirmed 
in the Episcopal Church and now reaffirming their baptismal vows).  
 
There will be a short reception to follow the service. We will not be holding our regular 5:00 
p.m. service that day. We hope that you will be able to join us as we celebrate this 
wonderful event. 

G
ra

ce
 E

pi
sc

op
al

 S
ch

oo
l 
 

Im
po

rt
an

t 
D

at
es

 t
o 

N
ot

e 
 

Re
gi

on
al

 C
on

fi
rm

at
io

n 
 

at
 G

ra
ce

 
 



 
 
 

 
4 September 2017 ♦ Grace Notes 

 
 

From the Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries 
 

What a Grace-filled summer it has been! The fun began as soon as school was out with the departure of our 
J2A Pilgrims to Italy. They traveled to Rome, Assisi, Florence and ended in Pompeii with a quick swim in the 
Mediterranean Sea! While I did not accompany their group, the J2A sponsors, Howell Medley, Summer Jones, 
Dena Battle, Matt Madigan and Heather Kelly did a wonderful job teaching, leading, and celebrating the 
spiritual development of our youth. Be sure to read the reflections of our sponsors and youth in this issue of 
Grace Notes as well as the months to come. 

The next adventure was a second pilgrimage, so to speak…Vacation Bible School! The theme of the week was 
A Second Pilgrimage: Still Seeking the Kingdom of God. Christ Church was our host this year and we had an 
energetic group of about 75 children and 25 adult volunteers for the week. Grace was represented by both 
children and youth volunteers and we all had a great time learning about Saints: Teresa of Avila; Mary, Mother 
of Jesus; Francis of Assisi; Paul the Apostle; and Hildegard of Bingen. We will announce the date for next 
summer’s Vacation Bible School in early January so that the children and youth of Grace can fully participate in 
this incredible week as time and schedules allow.  

After my week of Vacation Bible School with elementary aged children, I hit the highway to accompany the 
EYC on their mission trip to New Jersey! Let me begin by saying that Grace Church has a very special group of 
EYC kids. Our task seemed simple: install sheet rock in all the areas that were exposed during the inspection 
process and add sheet rock to the ceiling under the house. In addition to the sheet rock work, we were also 
asked to build frames for the existing ductwork beneath the house. The work wasn’t overly complicated, but it 
was certainly time and labor intensive, especially for those of us who had never hung a piece of sheet rock! 
For one week, our kids worked eight to nine hours a day in the heat of summer. They measured, cut, and hung 
countless pieces of sheet rock, all the while maintaining their good spirits and sense of humor. This was not 
glamorous work, but we could see the difference we were making as the week progressed. The highlight of 
the trip came when the home owner came by to see the progress and meet the group. She lost her home five 
years ago to an electrical fire caused by the water damage associated with Hurricane Sandy and had been 
living in difficult circumstances ever since. Needless to say, she was excited to see her home nearing 
completion!  

Just as with the J2A Pilgrimage, the mission trip would not be possible without the help of the adult sponsors. 
Rich Kelly, Andy Lorentz and Anne Berry each took time away from their professional lives to work alongside 
this great group of teenagers. Much was accomplished and more remained to be completed, but the team 
from Grace represented the church beautifully. 

My final stop of the summer was a two-week stint as chaplain for St. George’s III at Shrine Mont. What an 
amazing experience! Let’s just say by the end of the two weeks, I had a new appreciation for the beauty of the 
mountain and the devotion that many members of Grace have for this sacred place. Each morning, I would 
wake to the sound of the bell in the Shrine and at night, fall asleep to the sounds of children laughing or 
singing on the mountain above me. In between, I had the honor of teaching 12- and 13-year old campers 
about the importance of their place within the body of Christ during the daily chaplain times. We played 
games, sang songs, read scripture, and analyzed our spiritual gifts...all to offer these campers the opportunity 
to see their worth and necessity within the larger body of believers.  

My two weeks at Shrine Mont were a true gift. This time gave me the opportunity to connect with several of 
the counselors who are members of this parish as well as get to know three of our middle school youth who 
were campers. I was asked to deliver the final homily of our session, continuing a long line of Grace clergy, 
staff and members that strongly support the mission of Shrine Mont and Shrine Mont camps. 
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As I reflect on my time at camp, I can understand why Shrine Mont is a second home to so many: God is ever 
present there. He is in the rocks of the Shrine, the peace and quiet of the valley, the mountain top moments at 
the cross, and the beauty of all that surrounds the old white hotel and homes. Here is the catch, though. God 
is always ever present wherever we are or wherever we go. We are often just too busy to experience him. The 
difference is, however, when we go to Shrine Mont, we go seeking God. We go looking and expecting to see 
him, to experience him. And we find him. So we return. 

This summer, while super busy and hectic at times, has reminded me that Grace is truly a special church, and 
that the youth of the church are a main benefactor of the love, generosity, and commitment of this parish. 
From Vacation Bible School to New Jersey to Shrine Mont and all the places in between, my summer has 
reinforced what I already knew: I have the best job in the world! 

--Jenni Faires 
 
 
Music 
 

There are a whole host of special services and musical events this program year, including three Choral 
Evensongs. The last Evensong of the choir season will be sung again by the Boys and Girls Choir. The Service 
of Advent Lessons and Carols will be the Second Sunday of Advent. You will be able to find more information 
on all special choral services by visiting the Music page on our church website. Also, please do invite friends 
to these events; it’s good evangelism!  

If you are interested in joining any of our choirs, please contact me. Here is the schedule: 

The Boys and Girls Choir sing twice a month at the 9 a.m. service. We begin rehearsal during the week of 
September 11. Please check the church website for the most current rehearsal schedule. On many occasions 
the Boys and Girls Choir will be supplementing the sopranos of the Adult Choir, but you will also hear them 
sing by themselves from time to time. If you know of children and youth who love to sing and are of reading 
age, this is a wonderful opportunity for FREE musical education. Piano lessons are also available to anyone (of 
any age) at the rate of $30 for a half-hour lesson. Boy and Girl choristers get a reduced rate for these lessons. 
I accept a limited number of students, so act now! 

The Adult Choir meets on Thursday nights, starting on September 7, from 7:30-9:30 p.m. in the St. Cecelia 
Room. All are welcome, though we are in critical need of men’s voices. 

Finally, the Handbell Choir will be offering preludes to 
the 9 a.m. service on the second Sunday of each month. 
We begin on September 14 and rehearse on Thursdays 
from 6:45-7:20 p.m. Handbells are an excellent way to 
help with learning to read music and a great workout 
too! What a deal! And remember that we are always 
welcoming new members to any of our choirs. 

 

--Richard Newman 
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On Holy Silence 
 

The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. Then, because so 
many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, 
“Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” So they went away by themselves in a 
boat to a solitary place. (Mark 6:30-32) 
 

We are busy people in a noisy world, from the moment we get up until the moment we go to bed. The 
things we must do and the things we choose to do fill our days with activity and sound. We remind family 
members about the day’s appointments, catch up on gossip with the carpool, conduct business in the 
workplace and celebrate with friends at social gatherings. We listen to the radio while we shower and the 
television while we prepare dinner. Laptops and smartphones “ping” at us all day long with calls, texts, 
emails and social media postings that vie for our attention. 

It’s a rare moment when we find ourselves in silence. For some it may be uncomfortable, and we look to 
electronic devices or the people around us to fill the void. For others, silence is a welcome opportunity for 
reflection and prayer. 

Silence can be good. Silence can be beautiful. Silence is holy. When we are in silence, we can approach God 
with the longings of our hearts and listen for His answer. We can express thanks for the gifts with which we 
have been blessed and know that He hears us. 

When we come to Grace Church, we come to encounter and worship God, both in community and as 
individuals. Most of our worship is communal—singing hymns, praying together, hearing the lessons and the 
sermon, and sharing “communion.” But there are times for individual worship as well. The Holy Eucharist, 
Morning and Evening Prayer, and other liturgies and offices prescribe times of silence with the words 
“silence may be kept” or “silence may follow” or, on Good Friday, “All then kneel for silent prayer.” These 
times of silence are for each of us to be alone with God. 

There are no words in our Book of Common Prayer that prescribe silence before or after a worship service. 
There are no signs posted in Grace Church that instruct us to be silent. Nevertheless, practicing “holy 
silence” in the nave, the narthex and the new narthex can be a special gift to those members of the 
congregation who prefer to spend a few quiet moments in a pew or in the new narthex, either praying or 
just listening to the beautiful music. These moments call for concentration, and it’s hard to concentrate if 
there are other distracting noises. 

It’s a wonderful thing that we enjoy each other’s company, that we want to greet familiar and beloved faces. 
It’s natural that we want to catch up on each other’s lives, to experience the joy of being brothers and 
sisters in faith, in community. The love that we share is meant to be expressed. And we’re fortunate that the 
Grace Church complex has many other places for enthusiastic greetings and conversations, indoors and out. 

Knowing how difficult it can be to find a few silent moments in this busy and noisy world, and knowing how 
much these moments might be cherished, let’s all of us—parishioners, ushers, clergy, acolytes and 
choristers—help to safeguard this sanctuary of “holy silence” that we call the church. I like to think of it as 
an act of charity to one another, creating a fraternal bond of faith that no amount of conversation, 
handshaking or hugging can replace. 

 

-- June Huber 
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If you are seeking a weekend getaway for peaceful reflection, please consider this special 
opportunity. 
 
On Friday, October 6 through Sunday, October 8, 2017, we will travel to Cambridge, 
Massachusetts for a retreat program with the brothers at The Society of Saint John the 
Evangelist, an Episcopal Benedictine monastery and guesthouse. The program features 
group activities, worship, and quiet time for reflection and discernment. Guests pay $270 
for program fees, two nights lodging, and lunch and dinner in the refectory. Free 
continental breakfast is available in the guesthouse. Guests also self-fund and arrange their 
own travel to and from Boston.  
 
Registration is open, for up to 12 
guests, now through September 6. We 
will hold a group meeting in 
September, prior to the trip. Contact 
Julia McClung to register by emailing 
julia.mcclung@gracealex.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Registration is open for the 2017/2018 Education for Ministry program. Participants in this 
evening adult education program meet on Monday nights, at the church, starting 
September 11, 2017 and ending May 21, 2018. The program provides an opportunity to 
explore the Bible and Christian traditions in a thoughtful community with an eye towards 
building strong foundations for lay ministry. If you enjoy lively discussion, good food and 
fellowship, and are interested in living into your faith, then this is the place for you!  
 
The 2-1/2 hour sessions include a group meal, discussion of weekly readings, theological 
reflection, spiritual exercises, and worship. First year students read the Old Testament, and 
then progress on to the New Testament in year two, History of Christianity in year three, 
and Theology in year four. Participants sign up for one year at a time and the cost is $350 
per year for program fees and books. Limited scholarship funds are available.  
 
Registration is open now through September 6. Contact Julia McClung to register or find out 
more by emailing julia.mcclung@gracealex.org. 
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Conclave Times Two 
 

There are two novels about the election of a pope in our Grace Church library with 
the same title, Conclave, written by different American authors, 15 years apart. It 
was impossible for me to resist reading them, and then comparing them. 

 

The first one, written by Greg Tobin and published in 2001, follows the 
career of an American Catholic priest, Timothy John Mulrennan. 
Cardinal Mulrennan arrives in Rome from his Newark, New Jersey 
archdiocese to participate in his first papal conclave. As the story of the 

conclave is told, Tim Mulrennan’s story is also told through flashbacks: his childhood and 
family, his early priesthood, the Second Vatican Council, the Vietnam War, the waning of 
communism. The author weaves other relevant issues into the story including racial unrest, 
celibacy and conspiracy. 

 
 

The second one, written by Robert Harris and published in 2016, is very different 
from the first. The principal character is Cardinal Lomeli, Dean of the College of 
Cardinals and the man responsible for presiding over the conclave. We don’t learn 
very much about Cardinal Lomeli’s personal history: where he was from in Italy, 
what his family was like, or why he became a priest. I don’t remember ever reading 
his first name—he is always addressed as “Eminence” or “Dean.” But we do learn a 
great deal about the Roman Catholic Church, its history and traditions, its structure 
and governance, and the detailed process for electing a new pope. 

 

These are two very different novels, but they do have some things in common besides the event that 
brings the characters together in Rome. Both novels address the growing importance in church politics of 
places other than Rome, other than Italy, even other than Europe. Both address the dynamic and 
sometimes un-Christian tension between the progressive church and the reactionary church. And in both 
novels, a very important character is a little-known cardinal from the Philippines. (Is this merely a 
coincidence? It’s hard for me to believe that Robert Harris did not read the earlier novel with the same 
title…) 

I enjoyed both novels very much. The plots were well-constructed and the characters were believable. I 
also appreciate the research that must have taken place in order to present the level of detail contained in 
each book. Highly recommended reading! 

 

-- June Huber 
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Thank you to Grace Church from J2A!  
 

The Journey to Adulthood class and leaders are profoundly 
thankful to the Grace Church community for the support of 
our pilgrimage to Italy from June 24-July 3. During our ten 
days, we explored and deepened our Christian faith while in 
Rome, Assisi and Florence. We also shared a beautiful service 
at the Anglican Church of St. Mark's, spent time with 
refugees at the Joel Nafuma Refugee Center at St. Paul's 
Within the Walls in Rome, and even squeezed in a trip to the 
beach! 

Pilgrimage at Grace Church might be perceived as the 
culmination of confirmation and the J2A program for our 
church youth, but really it is a new beginning of a profoundly 
deeper relationship with each other, with our church and with Jesus Christ. Pilgrimage is a unique 
and intensely personal experience for each person who embarks on the journey. Our voyage was 
filled with so many moments of reflection, holiness, laughter and memories to last a lifetime. We are 
deeply grateful for the support of the church community for this experience. 

Yours in Christ,  

Dena Battle, Heather Kelly, Summer Jones, Matt Madigan and Howell Medley 
 
Reflections on J2A Pilgrimage 
In Pompeii, the contrast between a city of ruins and the clear blue waters of the Mediterranean was 
something to marvel at. In Florence, the works of art we saw created by the likes of Leonardo DaVinci 

and Michelangelo were indescribably 
beautiful. In Rome, being led around the 
capital of the ancient Roman Empire by an 
African refugee was truly an eye-opening 
experience. But while the four Italian cities we 
visited were all amazing, the small town of 
Assisi stood out from the rest.  

While Rome, Florence, and Pompeii all had a 
very “touristy” feel, Assisi almost felt like a 
trip to Shrine Mont. We were able to visit 
the giant Basilica of St. Francis, wander off 
the beaten path in the woods, walk with 
friars, and even eat real Italian gelato in 
what felt like an ancient cobblestone strip 
mall.  
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It was also in Assisi that I felt we bonded the most as a 
group. Our hotel in Assisi had a sizable patio/courtyard 
overlooked by a second-floor porch. We spent our 
evenings running around in the courtyard and playing 
cards on the porch. I found myself spending time with 
fellow J2A-ers I had never really spent much time with. We 
went into Assisi in clear-cut cliques, but we came out of 
Assisi feeling like one giant family. My time in Assisi with 
Grace Church is an adventure I will never forget. 

– Aidan White 
 
 

J2A in Italia 
Our J2A class was a unique group. Many probably thought 
we were too loud, too immature, too rowdy to go to Italy 
(I thought that for the most part, too). I could not have 
been more wrong. There was not a single moment on the 
trip where I thought about the fact that people doubted 
we could do this. I am as close to a few of these people 
after ten days than I am with a lot of my school friends 
after a year. They are all truly incredible people.  

I remember on our third to last night, the night 
before our two tour guides, Miguel and Hilaria left, 
we all had a delicious dinner. We went around the 
table and said our favorite moment of the trip so far, 
and something kind about the person to the right of 
us. The number of tears shed that night was telling. 
It told how much love we have for one another and 
what this trip meant for all of us. Not only did we get 
to know one another, but we got to know our 
sponsors.  

 

 

 Heather is probably the most deep person I know. The way she thinks is unexplainable, but also so 
thought provoking. 

 Matt Madigan is high-spirited. He always lifted the mood of the group and kept us positive, even 
after 10 miles of walking. 

 Summer is smart, with a contagious laugh. She definitely always kept us on track but in a fun, 
enjoyable way. Also, thanks for letting the girls have their phones! 

 Howell is basically the dad of the group. He always made sure we were on top of things, while taking 
good care of us.  

 Dena is hilarious. She made countless jokes, and reminded us that although this was a religious trip, 
fun was necessary. 

 The saving grace of this trip, however, was our two tour guides, Miguel and Hilaria. I feel just as close 
to Miguel and Hilaria as I do most of the sponsors, because they were always there. Their sweet 
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hearts, patience, and wonderful tour guide abilities 
made this trip possible. We owe a huge grazie mille 
(million thanks) to them because they are amazing. 

God was most certainly present in J2A’s pilgrimage to 
Italy. You could see him in our group, in the views, in 
the churches. One of the sponsors taught me 
something vitally important on the trip. They said, “It 
is easy to find God in a place as beautiful as the one 
we are standing in right now, but the hard part is 
finding God when you are alone, or at home, or just 
somewhere where it’s hard to find the good in 
everything. However, in those times are when we 
have to be looking for and finding God the most.”  

I am very thankful for this experience, these people, 
and this church. 

–Arden Faires 
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Shrine Mont Weekend Approaching 
I’ve just finished my first 24-hour period of my first chaplain experience at St. George, Session III. The locals (and those 
familiar at Grace) refer to this place as “The Mountain.” The rest of us know it as Shrine Mont. 

This time last year, I was packing up our family's belongings in Chattanooga, TN and preparing for a new adventure in 
Alexandria, Virginia. At the conclusion of my first week of work at Grace, we drove to “The Mountain” as a family. I 
had no idea what to expect, little to no expectation as to what would come of the weekend and certainly no 
appreciation for the love, dedication and devotion to this small mountain village in the rolling hills of Orkney Springs, 
that is present in our parish. Let's just say, I kind of get it now! 

It is hard to describe The Mountain unless you experience it for yourself. Think about the place that, as a child, 
truly impacted your life. The place you went when you needed to feel fully accepted, wholly loved. The place 
that, when you reflect back on your life, was where you felt the full, uninterrupted presence of God. Shrine Mont 
gives you that feeling, even as an adult. 

After this short period of full immersion into the Shrine Mont culture, I am pretty sure that the full and uninterrupted 
presence of God is the key to the devotion to this place. There is a spirit that fills the air. You can certainly hear it 
during all hours of the day during the summer months. Kids are laughing during games, playing in the pool and singing 
in the Shrine. The sounds echo throughout the valley and fill the air with a joyful noise that is hard to describe. You can 
see it in the eyes of the counselors. Their eyes are bright, shining with the excitement and expectation of the next 
opportunity to build a forever bond with the campers that enroll each session. The smell of campfires fills the air. The 
food is good and plentiful. Essentially, all the senses are engaged on the mountain in a way that is unique and 
important. 

The same holds true during our parish weekend, with just a few variations. The sounds of children singing and 
shouting are still very present. Kids run free during the parish weekend. It is a joy to see, that in the world of digital 
natives, children of all ages can still enjoy time in nature, shooting off rockets and playing old-fashioned games. The 
sounds that echo through the valley, however, have changed from the sounds of camp to the sounds of our parish. 
Our parish mingling together on the front porch, laughing during times of fellowship and eating together during meals. 
The food is still good and plentiful and the smell of a campfire will still fill the air. 

God is omnipresent here. He is in the rock work at the Shrine and the old and tired key-less hotel rooms. (As a side 
note, I was sitting in the lobby on a very busy check-in day and I heard at least 10 times, “What do you mean our room 
doesn’t have a key?” That is correct folks, you are unapologetically safe here.) He is in the camp and kitchen staff, the 
grounds crew and the Gibson family (the Gibsons are founders of the Shrine Mont camps and they are still very 
present in the summers here). Everywhere you look, you see Him. Everywhere. 

Our church family will venture to Shrine Mont the weekend of September 8-10. If you have not attended a parish 
weekend, don't miss this opportunity to experience The Mountain for yourself. I doubt the first visit will be fully 
transformative, but I imagine you will begin to see what makes this place unique. A seed will be planted that will grow 
as your experiences with Shrine Mont continue. If you are on the fence and don't know whether to attend, let me 
encourage you to put away the doubt and come. It is a wonderful time to find community within your parish. I can also 
personally speak to the importance of a weekend away with your church family. It is not just any weekend, however, it 
is a weekend at Shrine Mont!  

Now is the time for you to step away from the hustle and bustle, the tired and weary and the same ol' same ol', and 
come enjoy a weekend on The Mountain. The new friends you make, the catching up with old friends and the 
beautiful opportunities to experience God in new and different ways will bolster your spirits for the fall months ahead 
and re-energize your work within the church. 

Click here or visit www.gracealex.org/shrine-mont to sign up! The Mountain is calling! 

 

-Jenni Faires 
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Evangelism and Mission—Lots of Opportunities to Serve 

 
Celebrant “Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?” 

People “I will, with God’ help.” 
From the Baptismal Covenant, Book of Common Prayer 

 

June, July and August, have been a busy, although somewhat relaxed period for the Evangelism and 
Greeter program at Grace Church, and we anticipate a very busy fall as we begin the program year in 
September. There are lots of opportunities to serve! 

 Welcoming and Greeting. Numerous visitors and newcomers to Grace Church during the late spring 
and summer have commented on the warmth of the greeting they’ve received from the members of 
the congregation and the greeters at the door. The reception table and the Wear-Your-Name-Tag 
campaign at the 10:00 a.m. coffee hour have been very successful and have made establishing contact 
and introducing oneself to newcomers and visitors much easier. Keep it up! Continue to make it a 
habit. 

Greeter Ministry (St. James Guild). Currently, the Sign-Up-Genius list that identifies Sunday greeter 
opportunities is emailed weekly to the vestry, ushers, outreach, program coordinators, and Friends of 
Evangelism. If you would like to join this hearty band, please contact me at jean.reed@gracealex.org 
and I’ll add you to the Sign-Up-Genius mailing list. 

September 9 - Shrine Mont Parish Weekend, “All Roads Lead to Grace.” A mini-ministry fair will be held 
during Saturday afternoon Porch Activities. Did you feel rushed during the spring ministry fair on 
Pentecost Sunday following the 10:00 a.m. service? Did you not have time to prayerfully consider or to 
get the information you needed to consider where your gifts could be best used and then act upon 
those prayers and get involved? The mini-fair will provide the opportunity for extended discussion and 
reflection with various Grace Church program area leaders to assist you in considering how your gifts 
might best be used. 

September 17 - Fall ministry fair following the 10:00 a.m. service. If you’re new to the parish, weren’t 
able to attend the spring ministry fair on Pentecost Sunday, or need additional information before 
making your commitment about where you will want to serve this fall, many of the ministry program 
opportunities at Grace will be on display (particularly those associated with the Worship program area 
ministries)/and their program coordinators will be ready to sign you up. 

September 24 - Regional Confirmation Service. For this major regional service, we anticipate a need for 
additional greeters and ushers to assist those who may be visiting Grace Church for the first time and 
the confirmands, their families and friends. We’ll publish a special usher and greeter Sign-Up-Genius for 
the service. 

October 7 – “Art on the Avenue” festival in Del Ray. Grace Church has been a long-time participant in 
this community activity on Mount Vernon Avenue. Following a short absence, we are planning to re-
establish our participation in the festival. We plan to set up a booth with Grace Church literature, take-
home activities for children, balloons with a Grace logo, water and dog biscuits/treats for pets, and a 
small card announcing the Blessing of the Animals at Grace the next day, St. Francis Day. 

There’s more to follow.  Stay tuned! 

Jean Reed, Vestry Evangelism Chair 
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9/1  Cleveland Eason 
9/1 Teresa Preston 
9/1 Lorna Worley 
9/2 Nathan Gerum 
9/2 Michael Heintz 
9/2 Nancy Macklin 
9/2 Logan Rockhold 
9/3 Neal Goodson 
9/4 Fiona Dowell 
9/4 Elisabeth Mallon 
9/4 Don Rae 
9/5 Charlie Pease 
9/6 Blythe Su Davis 
9/7 Catherine Ashley 
9/7 Cathy Puskar 
9/7 Philip Smith 
9/7 David Tuma 
9/9 Taso Janevski 
9/9 Graham Kalan 
9/9 Charlotte Peralta 
9/9 Mike Reed 
9/9 Natalie Winkler 
9/10 Emily LaSalle 
9/10 Spencer McMillin 
9/11 Edward Corlett 
9/12 Shae Martin 
9/14 Peyton Kalan 
9/15 Kayla Dagne 
9/15 Jay O’Malley 
9/15 Lillian Scharnweber 
9/16 Lori Dodd 
9/16 Nancy Graves 
9/16 Elizabeth Imphong 
9/16 Cole Ruff 
9/16 John Wires 
9/17 Mary Mallinson 
9/17 Bob Malm 
9/18 Benjamin Chriss 
9/18 Everett Pichler 
 

9/18 Rosemary Falcon 
9/18 Paula Fleming 
9/18 Carter O’Neil 
9/19 Robert White 
9/20 Allyson Corlett 
9/20 Ruth Cornfield 
9/20 Hermann Gerber 
9/20 Susy Howard 
9/21 Chris Malm 
9/21 Marco Ovando 
9/21 Hayley Winter 
9/22 Donna Hall 
9/22 Brian Kincaid 
9/22 Jennifer Long 
9/23 Griffin Winter 
9/23 Janet Baker 
9/23 Neille Russell 
9/24 James LaSalle 
9/24 Rosemary Pollard 
9/24 Nick Robinson 
9/25 Michael Bandarra 
9/25 Jamie Barr 
9/25 Lauren Potter 
9/26 Cooper Johnson 
9/26 Evan Metz 
9/26 Caroline Scott 
9/27 Rick Eudy 
9/27 Will Everett 
9/27 Matthew Madigan 
9/27 Leslie Malm 
9/28 Avah Arbogast 
9/28 McKinley Cronin 
9/28 Tracy Enger 
9/28 Lillian Gage 
9/28 Bridget Spencer 
9/29 Arun Khanna 
9/29 Cassandra Cooks 
9/29 Scott Rosman 

 

Parish Staff 
Robert Malm ................................................... Rector 
 (rector@gracealex.org) 
Fanny Belanger .................. Assistant to the Rector 
 (mother.belanger@gracealex.org) 
Jenni Faires ..................................................................  
Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries 
 (family.ministries@gracealex.org) 
Richard Newman .....................  Director of Music 
 (music.director@gracealex.org) 
Patti Culbreth ................................. Head of School 
 (pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org) 
Amy Medrick ........................ Parish Administrator 
 (parish.administrator@gracealex.org) 
Beth Calaman .................. Financial Administrator 
 (bookkeeper@gracealex.org) 
Pedro Hernandez ...........................................Sexton 
William Campbell ................................... Seminarian 
(wcampbell1@vts.edu) 
 

Vestry 
Class of 2017 
Lorna Worley ................................... Senior Warden 
John Boris .................................................. Treasurer 
Jennifer Long ..................................... School Board 
Judy Willard ............................................... Outreach 
Fred Saalfeld ......................................... Stewardship 
Kirk McPike ....................................................... TNT 
 
Class of 2018 
Rich Kelly ......................................... Junior Warden 
Chris Rugaber ....................................... Stewardship 
Jan Wolff ............................ School Board/Register 
Jennifer Pease ............................................ Outreach 
Mary Stewart ................................ Communications 
 
Class of 2019 
Cindy Diehl ......................................... Pastoral Care 
Kelly Gable ................................. Education/Youth 
Chris Kupczyk ............................................ Worship 
Jean Reed ................................................ Evangelism 
Ashby Rushing ....................................... Fellowship 
 

Non-Vestry Coordinators 
Anne Caputo ....................................... Pastoral Care 
Tracy Enger ................................ Education/Youth 
Kristine Hesse ............................. Communications 
Cindy MacIntyre.................................... Evangelism 
Lucy Tschetter ................................................... TNT 
Judy Willard ............................................... Outreach 
 
 

 

September Birthdays 
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Special Events Calendar 2017-2018 
Revised 8/11/17 

Month Day Event  

Sept. 5 GES Classroom Open House 

6 GES Classes & Extended Care Begin 

 7 Adult Choir Rehearsals Begin  
7:30-9:30  PM  

8 Church Office closes at 12:00 NOON 

8-10 Shrine Mont Weekend (Theme: All 
roads lead to Grace) 

 11 GES Back to School Night 6:30 PM 

12 Boys and Girls Choir Rehearsals Begin 
4:15-5:15 PM 

14 Boys & Girls Choir 4:15 PM 
 Handbell Choir: Thursdays 6:45 PM 

Adult Choir Rehearsal 7:30 PM 

 15 GES Opening Chapel 

 17 GES Fall Family Social 3:00 PM   

17 Commissioning of Sunday School 
Teachers & Youth Sponsors (10:00 
AM) 

 Sign-On Sunday (11:00 AM) 
Sunday School Registration  

22 GES Non-perishable food collection in 
Chapel for Food Pantry 

23 GES School Board Retreat 

23 Saturday Social (5:30-7:00 PM) 

24 Regional Bishop Confirmation at      4: 
00 PM service. 

27 Divinity on Tap: TNT Bible Study (7:30 
PM at VTS Café 1823) 

28 Parent Seminar: Getting Ready for 
Middle School 6:30 PM  

Oct. 1 Fall Schedule returns 
Founders’ Day — 162nd Birthday of 
GEC Festival Eucharists at 9:00 & 
11:15 AM  

 All Parish Photo 10:00  
Sunday School classes begin for 
children & youth (10:15 AM) 

  Adult Forum Kickoff (10:15 AM)  

 

 

Month Day Event  

Oct  3 GES Coffee with the Head of School 8:45 AM 

 6-8 SSJE Retreat  

 7 La Gracia Retreat 
  Art on the Avenue 

 8 St. Francis Sunday 
   Blessing of the Animals (4:00 PM) 
  Youth Dinner (5:30 PM) 

 9 Columbus Day: Church Office & 
 School Closed 

  11 National Episcopal Schools Day at  
Washington National Cathedral  
(Gr 1-5) 

 12 GES Picture Day 

 Submissions due from parish 
programs and activities for proposed 
2017 budget   

 14 PYM Youth Day of Service (10:00, 
  Sprout Center, Aldie, VA) 

15 GES Sunday (9:00 AM) & Reception 
No Sunday School 

22 Youth Sunday (9:00 AM) 
Stewardship Event: 2017 Pledge 
Campaign (10:15 AM) 

  Evensong with Holy Communion 
(5:00 PM) 

 29 Family Fun Night: Halloween Party  
   (3:00-5:00 PM) 

   Region IV Youth Halloween Party  

Nov. 3-5 PYM Senior Weekend at Shrine Mont 

4 GESPA Gala / Auction 

4 223rd Annual Convention of the  
Episcopal Diocese of Virginia -- 
Richmond 

 TBD Winter Clothing Distribution 
(9:00 AM—12:00 PM, St. Rita’s 

Catholic Church) 

 5 All Saints Sunday 
  Parent Forum (10:15 AM) 
  Youth Dinner (5:30 PM) 
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Month Day Event  

Nov 10 GES Open House, School Open 

 10 Veterans’ Day Holiday: Office Closed 

 TBD Blessing & Celebration of Pledges  
for 2018 

 15 GES Build “Tom the Turkey” 

 19 United Thank Offering (UTO)  
  ingathering 

21 GES Thanksgiving Chapel at  
9:00 AM 

23 Thanksgiving Day: Office Closed 
Holy Eucharist (8 AM); Festival 
Eucharist (10 AM) 

 24 Office Closed 

 22-27 GES closed 

26 Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ 
the King 

  Fellowship Sunday: No Classes 
Intergenerational Event: Advent 
Wreaths, & other crafts (10:15 AM) 

Dec  3 Advent 1: (Year B) 
Youth Sunday Evening Fellowship 
(5:30 PM) 

4 Christmas flower & Christmastide 
booklet inputs due in office 

10 Advent 2: St. Nicholas visits at 9:00 
AM (Choral & La Gracia services) & 
11:15 AM 

  Parent Forum (10:15 AM) 
  Advent Lessons & Carols (5:00 PM) 

15 GES Christmas Program (9:30 AM), 
Dismissal following Program, No PM 
Care 

17 Third Sunday of Advent 
Children’s Pageant (5:00 PM) 
Followed by pizza party & cookie 
feast  
No 5:00 PM Holy Eucharist  

 18-21 GES Vacation Club 

 18-2 GES Winter Break 

TBD Greening of the Church  

 

Month Day Event  

Dec  24 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
7:30, 9:00 Holy Eucharist 
Christmas Eve 
Festival Eucharists at 3:00, 5:00, 7:30, 
11:00  
Child care provided during 5:00 PM 
service only 

 25 Christmas Day: Office Closed 
Festival Eucharist (12:00 NOON) No 
childcare 

 31 Christmas 1 
7:30 and 5:00 Holy Eucharist 
10:00 Christmas Lessons and Carols 

Jan. 1 Feast of the Holy Name  
  Choral Eucharist (12:00 NOON) 
  Office Closed; Food Pantry Closed  

TBD Annual Report inputs from programs, 
wardens & treasurer due in office 

 2  GES Resumes  

7 Feast of Epiphany (tr)  
Bilingual Eucharist at 9:00 AM 
Grace Church—La Gracia Coffee Hour 
with Visit from the Three Kings after 9:00 
AM service 
Festival Eucharist at 11:15 AM 

14 Fellowship Sunday: No Adult Forum 

15 Martin Luther King Day— Office, School 
and Food Pantry Closed 

 17 GES Admissions Open House (9:30 AM) 

 21 Sunday School Resumes 

21 Adult Forum: 2016 Budget Presentation 

 28 Candlemas (tr) 
  Festival Eucharist 10:00 a.m. 

Annual Parish Meeting (11:15 AM) 

Feb. 2 GES Application Deadline (New 
 Students) 

 3 EYC Hoagie Making & Lock-in 

 4 Annual EYC Super Bowl Hoagie Sale 

10 GES Kindergarten Play Day for Applicants 

11 Grace Church Chili Bowl (6:00 PM) 

13 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (6:00 PM) 
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Month Day Event  

Feb 14 Ash Wednesday 
Holy Eucharist (7:00 AM, 12:00 NOON, 7:30 
PM) 
GES Chapel (9:00 AM) 
Children’s Eucharist (6:00 PM) 
La Santa Eucaristía  (7:30 PM) 

16 Begin Lenten Friday Stations of the Cross 
& Holy Eucharist (12:15 PM)  

18 First Sunday in Lent 
Teaching Sunday (Adult Forum & Sunday 
School) 

19 Presidents Day: Office & School Closed 

19 Monday Night Lenten Suppers & Series  

Holy Eucharist (6:30 PM)  
Simple Supper (7:15 PM)  
Lenten Program (7:45 PM) 
Continues through Lent.  

 24 GESPA Bingo 

Mar 4 Youth Sunday Evening Fellowship      
(5:30 PM) 

11 Daylight Saving Time begins 

18 Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Parent Forum (10:15 AM) 
Evensong with Holy Communion (5:00 
PM) 

14 GES build “Bountiful Basket” 

19-22 GES Vacation Club 

19-23 Spring Vacation 

25 Passion / Palm Sunday 
  No Classes 
  Intergenerational Event (10:15 AM) 

26 GES Closed – Faculty Day 

28 Choral Tenebrae (7:30 p.m.) 

29 Maundy Thursday 
Holy Eucharist (12:15 PM) 
Jueves Santo (7:30 PM) 
Liturgy of the Day, Holy 
Eucharist, & Foot Washing  
(7:30 PM) 
Prayer Watch until 6:30 AM  

 

 

Month Day Event  

Mar 30 Good Friday 
Office closes 11:30 AM 

 Liturgy of the Day (6:30 AM and 1:30 
PM) 
Stations of the Cross (12:00 NOON) 
Child Care (11:45 AM to 3:00 PM)  
Children’s Liturgy (5:00 PM) 
Via Cruces (7:00 PM) 
Tenebrae (7:30 PM) 

30 GES & Food Pantry Closed 

31 Great Vigil of Easter 
Festival Eucharist (8:00 PM)   
Agapé Feast (10:00 PM) 

Apr 1 Easter Day 
Holy Eucharist (7:30 AM, 5:00 PM) 
La Gracia (9:00 AM) 
Festival Eucharist (9:00 AM, 11:15 
AM) 
No classes: Easter Egg Hunt 
(10:15 AM) 

2 Easter Monday: Office & School 
closed 

PYM 6th & 7th Grade Shrine Mont 
Trip 

 6 GES Talent Show 6: 00 PM  

 8 Second Sunday of Easter 
  Youth Sunday Evening Fellowship 

 19 GES All-School Photo 

May  3 GESPA All Parents meeting 

6 Sixth Sunday of Easter  
  Parent Forum (10:15 AM) 
  Youth Sunday Evening Fellowship  

(5:30 PM) 

 10 Ascension Day 
Festival Eucharist (7:30 PM) with 
Reception 

  PYM 8th Grade Weekend at Shrine Mont 

 12 Annual Altar Guild Tea (2:00 to 4:00 PM) 

 18 GES Grandparent Tea 
  GES Spring Performance 
  12:15 GES Early Dismissal 12:15 
  Donor Recognition 
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Month Day Event  
May 20 Day of Pentecost 

Bilingual Eucharist (9:00 AM) 
Festival Eucharist (11:15 AM) 
Last day of Sunday School 

 27 Trinity Sunday  
Fellowship Sunday: No Adult Forum 

 28 Memorial Day 
      Office & School Closed  

June 3 Second Sunday after Pentecost 
        Christian Education Recognition  

      (9:00 AM ,10:15 AM 
8 GES Graduation 

10 Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Begin Summer Sunday Schedule  
(7:30 AM,  10:00 AM, 5:00 PM) 
Youth Sunday and Graduating  
Senior Recognition (10:00 AM) 
Parish Picnic (11:30 AM) 

 11-15 GES June Jamboree 

 17 Summer Choir Begins 

July  4 Independence Day 

Church Office Closed 
Holy Eucharist (9:00 AM) 

 


