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Rector’s Reflection

Holding Life
Recently I made a quick trip to South Carolina to see my newborn
granddaughter. I held her just four days after she was born. During my time
with her, holding her, many emotions and thoughts ran through my heart and
mind. All life is holy, yet there’s something special about holding 8 pounds of
human life and knowing that it was not that long ago when I held her mother,
my daughter Jessica, in the same way.
All life should inspire us to give thanks, “count our blessings.”
Newborns seem miraculous, a work of God, a revelation of divine and human
love. God’s gift of life leads us to be people of thanksgiving, eucharistic people
(“eucharist” is the Greek word for thanksgiving).
All life is precious; an infant starts life needing constant care,
protection, a healthy environment in which to grow. The baby needs help to
become a child; the child needs help to become a teenager; the teenager
needs help to become an adult. This is the essence of our parish programs for
our children from their birth until they go off to college.
After returning home, I once again found myself drawn to the statue of
Mary holding Jesus by the Lady Altar in Grace Church. Of course, Jesus is
hardly a “newborn.” He’s a toddler, probably close to two years old! Yet the
statue reminds me that Mary and Joseph held their newborn son with the
same love that parents (and others) have held their own children.
December and January bring the seasons of Advent, Christmas and
Epiphany. We celebrate Jesus’s birth, the Incarnation of Love and the
manifestation of this love for all the world. These seasons teach us that God is
love and this love comes to us through human life.
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Worship Schedule
Sunday Schedule
Holy Eucharist Rite I ................... 7:30 am
Child Care .................. 8:45 am–12:45 pm
Children’s Chapel ......... 8:50 am-9:30 am
La Santa Eucaristía ..................... 9:00 am
Choral Eucharist Rite II............... 9:00 am
Christian Ed classes .................. 10:15 am
Choral Eucharist Rite I.............. 11:15 am
Holy Eucharist Rite II .................. 5:00 pm

Rector’s Reflections from page 1

All of us can hold the gift of life that God sends. All of us can find
opportunities to celebrate new life. All of us can share this life with others,
especially with those who feel afraid, or broken, or lost. A baby changes
much for the parents and the family. The baby Jesus changed everything
for everyone forever.
Blessings for the Holy Days ahead.
Grace, Peace, Love
Robert H. Malm

Weekday Schedule
Tuesdays, Rite II with healing .... 6:30 pm
Wednesdays, Rite I .................... 7:00 am
Thursdays Rite II ...................... 12:15 pm

About Grace Notes
Grace Notes is published 10 times a year
by Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria,
Virginia – monthly except for combined
July/August and December/January
issues. The deadline for submitting copy
is midnight on the 15th of the preceding
month.
The next Grace Notes deadline is
January 15 for the February issue.
Articles should be submitted by e-mail
to grace.notes@gracealex.org. All
articles are subject to editing.
Grace Church’s newsletter team
includes Amy Barron, Kristine Hesse,
June Huber, Teresa Preston, and Amy
Medrick.

Grace Church is:
A center for worship and fellowship
A school for discipleship and
stewardship

From the Assistant to the Rector
As I am writing these lines, I am coordinating by email with Sally
Schneider the last details for our Thanksgiving baskets distribution.
Until last week, we were worried we would not have enough food, and
now we are trying to figure out what we are going to do with the extra
money....Not only do we have the 65 baskets to cover all the demands
that went through La Gracia (and even a little more) but we are also
able to buy 30 gifts cards of $25 to help the many people who came to
us through the food pantry. I am so thankful for all of you and so
impressed by your generosity! It feels like a small version of the
multiplication of the bread in our own community...And as with the
multiplication of the bread, it's not only about the food...Do you know
this saying: "If you give a man the gospel, wrap it in a sandwich. And if
you give a man a sandwich, wrap it in the gospel."? Well, now we have
people from the food pantry who have started showing up to our
Spanish-speaking service. Of course, we know that no matter how
much we manage to come up with, the food we give is not and will
never be enough to cover all the needs of our neighborhood, but this
food is a sign, a sign that we care...and if we show our care to the ones
who come to us, we also point to the One who cares for all and can
respond to all our needs!
On another note, and thinking about the ways to bring closer our two
communities, Jenni Faires and I came up with the idea of sharing the
same devotional with Grace / La Gracia for Advent: we ordered the
booklets both in English and in Spanish and will present them at our
first bilingual forum on December 3rd. As we share the same
meditations during those weeks, we are going to try to keep each other
in our prayers in a more intentional way...Please, let me know if you
have any intention you would like to share with us at La Gracia, and we
will commit to pray for you during the season. And again, many thanks
to all of you who have shown us so much support!
Fanny Belanger

A community for healing and
outreach
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Music Notes

You are invited to join us for Advent Lessons and
Carols on December 10 at 5:00 p.m. Highlights
include Sir Edward Elgar’s Give unto the Lord and
popular hymns of the season. Works by Stanford,
Adelmann, Ord, Jean, Archer, and Palestrina fill out
the rest of the service. The Holy Eucharist Rite I will
be celebrated immediately following the closing
voluntary.
The holidays are always rich with music and we are
blessed to have hard-working choirs to offer the
music to the greater glory of God. Aside from the
various services with special music and
instrumentalists on Christmas Eve, we will have
music for strings, choir, and organ on the Feast of
Candlemas, January 28 at 10:00 a.m. This year we
feature Franz Schubert’s most popular mass setting,
Mass in G.
Have you contributed to the Music Fund recently?
The various instrumentalists at Christmas and other
feast days are funded solely by the Music Fund,
which is not part of the church’s operating budget.
Please write Music Fund in the memo line of your
check and place it in the offering plate on Sundays. It
is also possible to set up a recurring contribution
online at this address (enter the amount under
“Music Fund”): https://tinyurl.com/ampsa2u

From the Library
One of the benefits of being married to someone
who sorts through donations to the Grace Church
library is the opportunity to offer an opinion as to
“suitability.” The title of one book, What’s So
Amazing About Grace, by Philip Yancey, initially
attracted me, but when I discovered that the author
grew up in a strict fundamentalist church in the
South, I assumed that it would end up on the
“unsuitable” pile. Then I started to read the book,
and discarded my assumption.
The author is not an apologist for Christian
Fundamentalism. That is not where he found grace:
“When I attended a Bible College, I observed people
who followed the rules and missed God, and people
who broke the rules and missed God… they never
heard the melody of the gospel of grace.”1 Instead,
he challenges those who believe that grace can be
earned: “Grace means there is nothing we can do to
make God love us more… God already loves us as
much as an infinite God can possibly love.”1
The book explores grace at street level. If grace is
God’s love for the undeserving, Yancey asks, then
what does it look like in action? He gives us
examples – from the Bible, from his own experience
and from other sources. He offers compelling, true
portraits of grace’s life-changing power. Grace
forgives the unfaithful spouse, the racist, the child
abuser. It loves today’s AIDS-ridden addict as much
as the tax collector of Jesus’ day.
In the end, Philip Yancey challenges each of us to
practice forgiveness, charity and love; to become
living answers in a world that thirsts for grace.
June Huber

Richard Newman
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Christmas at Grace Church 2017
Saint Nicholas Visits and Advent Lessons and Carols, December 10
9:00 AM .... Saint Nicholas Visit
11:15 AM .... Saint Nicholas Visit
5:00 PM ..... Advent Lessons and Carols with the Boys and Girls Choir and Adult Choir

Christmas Pageant, December 17
5:00

PM ..... Carols

and Children’s Christmas Pageant followed by a reception in
Merrow Auditorium

Christmas Eve, December 24
7:30 AM .... Advent IV Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM ... Advent IV Choral Eucharist
3:00 PM .... Holy Eucharist for children and families
years and under.

Prelude begins at 2:50 PM. The Nursery will be available at 2:45 PM for children 2

5:00 PM .... Festival Eucharist with procession to the crèche.

Prelude begins at 4:45 PM. The Nursery will be available at 4:45 PM for children 2
years and under. Children’s Chapel will start after the procession for those 3 to 8 years of age.

7:30 PM …. Choral Eucharist
Prelude at 7:15 PM

10:30 PM .. Choral Prelude
11:00 PM .... Midnight Mass of the Nativity of our Lord

Christmas Day, December 25
12:00

NOON

Festival Eucharist

There is no Child Care or Children’s Chapel Christmas Day

The Sunday after Christmas, December 31
7:30 AM .... Holy Eucharist
10:00 AM ... Christmas Lessons and Carols
5:00 PM .... Holy Eucharist

Feast of the Holy Name, January 1
12:00 PM

Choral Eucharist

The Epiphany of Christ, January 7
9:00 AM
11:15 AM
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Bilingual Eucharist with
visit from the Three Kings
Festival Eucharist
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Vestry Nominations
Fiscal Year End

The Vestry Wants You!
Are you a member in good standing at Grace Church, in regular attendance, confirmed and
known to the Treasurer? Then please consider standing for the Vestry at our January 28,
2018 Annual Meeting. Five people will be elected to serve a three-year term in the Class of
2020. No matter what draws you to Grace – the worship, the outreach, the fellowship – you
can engage and make an invaluable contribution via service on the Vestry. For further
information, please don’t hesitate to ask the Rector or any member of the Vestry, especially
those of us in the outgoing Class of 2017. Thank you!

We are coming to the end of another fiscal year. If you are planning to make a special end of
year donation, please remember that they need to be made in this calendar year. We cannot
accept checks in January that are dated in December. Also, if you have receipts that need to
be reimbursed, please make sure to get them in to the office no later than December 20 th.
Our Financial Administrator, Beth Calaman, must close out the month and the year so that
our numbers are correct for the new year.

Cloister Nights

Cloister Nights at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Cloister Nights will be held on December 5, 12 and 19 from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. The evening
includes Evening Prayer with Eucharist, a silent meal, contemplation time and Compline. Last
year we had between 9 and 15 participants. It will be in the chapel in the front of the church,
to the right of the altar. We hope you will be able to join us!
St. Paul’s is located at 228 South Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314. The phone number for the
church office is 703-549-3312.

Adult Forums

December 3 Mother Fanny Belanger and Jenni Faires will present a bilingual forum on
Devotions for Advent. Mother Fanny will introduce the adult devotional and Jenni will talk
about ways families can maximize their limited time together during the Advent season.
December 10 As we begin a new church calendar year, Mother Fanny will introduce and
discuss the Gospel of Mark.
December 17 Our EYC youth will present a slide slow presentation of the summer mission
trip to New Jersey.
December 24 and 31 No Adult Forum
Dec. 2017 / Jan. 2018 ♦ Grace Notes
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From the Assistant to the Rector for Parish Life and Family Ministries
One of my favorite parts of the
Advent season is Sunday night
dinners with my family. Each
Sunday, we light a new candle to
mark the passing of each week of
Advent. Lighting of the candle is
usually accompanied with
bickering as the kids try to
remember who is lighting what
candle and do they use a real
match or the lighter. Our family
tradition is that Avery (our oldest)
lights the first candle, then Arden,
Turner, me, and Billy. It’s not a
terribly difficult process but, with
each passing year, the patience
that it takes to wait for your turn
becomes less and less. Everyone
wants to light a candle. NOW!
I see this as a metaphor for living
during this age of cell phones and
technology. Have you noticed
that the world is coming
increasingly impatient? From my
office window, I hear horns
beeping constantly at the red
light. Someone didn’t hit the gas
the second the light turned green.
If Billy searches for something on
his phone and the answer doesn’t
pop up immediately, he gets
frustrated. Arden has her phone
set to go to voice mail on the first
ring. You call back immediately,

and she always answers, but it is
the fact that we must call twice,
not once, that is so maddening. I
could go on and on with examples
of the impatience of the world; we
have become a society of instant
gratification.
And then the first Sunday of
Advent arrives. Four agonizingly
slow weeks of waiting for
Christmas. Oh Christmas, how we
love thee! The routine begins of
patiently opening every single day
on the Advent calendar. Daily
devotionals and family meals
begin. Waiting in long lines at
Target is just a thing. Even smart
phones can’t speed this process
up!
The old saying “anything worth
having is worth waiting for”
certainly rings true here. As
Christians, we recognize that
celebrating the birth of our Savior
is something to behold, appreciate
and treasure. Each week, we can
ponder a different scripture verse
or focus on a different person in
the story. This time is a rare gift.
And when taken advantage of,
brings a fullness to the season that
wouldn’t be experienced if we
skipped Advent and moved straight

to the manger.
I encourage you to fully embrace
the four full weeks of the Advent
season. (I fully understand the
impossibility and ridiculousness of
that statement!) Be intentional
about the time you spend at the
table as a family, light the candles
on the Advent wreath, and read
the Christmas story. Spend less
time shopping and more time
with people you love. One last tip,
count the days down on an
Advent calendar. Each day, read
the message or assemble the
Lego. Show your children that
waiting pays off and that their
patience has been rewarded, not
just with gifts under the tree
(although those are so very
exciting), but with the ultimate
gift: the birth of Jesus, our Savior.
I am closing with the refrain from
Tom Petty’s “The Waiting”. Seems
like fitting words to begin the
Advent season!
The waiting is the hardest part
Every day you see one more card
You take it on faith, you take it to
the heart
The waiting is the hardest part
Jenni Faires

Youth News
The Youth Christmas Party will be held at Hard Times Café in Springfield on December 3 from 6 – 8 pm. Cost is
$10 per person.

Christmas Pageant
We invite you to fully embrace the chaos, joy and laughter of the holiday season and join us for the Grace
Church Christmas Pageant, Sunday, December 17 at 5 pm.
Grades 2 – 5 and all youth participants will rehearse at 2:30 pm. Godly Play and K-1 graders should arrive at 4
pm. Pizza will be served before the pageant for all participants and cookies and punch following the pageant in
Merrow Hall Auditorium.
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Gifts to the Creche
This Christmas season, our gifts presented to the creche will be benefiting Doorways for Women and Families.
Doorways for Women and Families envisions a day when all people in our community live free
of violence and have safe and stable housing. Our goal is that every family that walks through
our door walks through another – into a safe home of their own. Since 1978, we have given
thousands of our neighbors a pathway out of violence and homelessness and empowered
them to create brighter futures.
We understand that the causes of family homelessness, domestic violence and sexual assault
are profound and varied. Many of our clients have experienced just one of these issues, while
others have faced all three. Doorways works to break the cycles of poverty and violence
through every interaction we have with our clients and by advocating for systemic policy
change. We are successful because we treat each person as an individual, tailoring our
programs and services to help every adult and child we serve overcome trauma, build life skills
and ultimately unlock their full potential. From immediate crisis intervention to counseling,
housing and employment support, we offer real options and multiple pathways to build
brighter futures.
This Christmas season, will you consider a gift to Doorways? Please see their list of urgently needed items or you
can choose from their Amazon Wish List (quick and easy ordering!)
at https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=cm_wl_search_2?ie=UTF8&cid=A2AQZ4Z5ESZV3E.
Once you have either purchased or ordered your gift, please bring the unwrapped item to the Christmas Eve service
of your choice. There will be a Procession to the Creche during the 3:00 and 5:00 pm services or you may lay the
gift at the creche before or after the 7:30 and 11:00 pm services. If you are not able to attend a Christmas Eve
service, you may drop your items off at the main office during business hours M-F during the month of December.
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Grace-ful Worship

The Triple Sign of the Cross
Before the Gospel reading, we do
something that we don’t do at
any other time. Using the right
thumb, we trace a small cross
over our forehead, lips, and heart,
while whispering (or silently
praying) the words "May Christ's
words be on my mind, on my lips,
and in my heart."

It’s a long time since I’ve written
one of my “Why do we do what
we do?” articles. Newcomers to
the Episcopal Church (and maybe
some of us who’ve been around
for a while) wonder why many of
us make specific motions at
specific times. Sometimes it’s
hard to find anyone who can
answer that question, and “I don’t
know, we just do it…” isn’t a very
satisfying answer.

Making the Triple Sign of the
Cross like this before the Gospel is
a longstanding tradition in the
Roman Catholic Church and
among Episcopalians who are
“Anglo-Catholic.” According to
one Roman Catholic website, the
first recorded instance of making
the sign of the cross at the
proclamation of the gospel is
found in the ninth century;
Regimius of Auxerre (died circa
908) in his Expositio recorded how
the people in the congregation
would sign their foreheads, and
the deacon would sign his
forehead and breast. By the
eleventh century, as attested to
by Pope Innocent III, the deacon
would make the sign of the cross
on the Book of Gospels, and then
both he and the congregation
would sign the forehead, lips, and
breast.
The reason for making a cross at

this time is to highlight the
importance of the Word of God
we are about to hear. St. Paul
taught us, “Indeed, the Word of
God is living and active, sharper
than any two-edged sword,
piercing until it divides soul from
spirit, joints from marrow; it is
able to judge the thoughts and
intentions of the heart.” (NRSV,
Hebrews 4:12).
In the outward sign of crossing
our forehead, lips, and heart, we
are asking that the Word of God
pierce our mind, lips and hearts.
We cross our forehead so that the
Word of God may be in our
thoughts and purify our minds.
We cross our lips so that our
speech may be holy and incline us
to share the Gospel with others.
And we cross our hearts to invite
God to strengthen our love for
Him and others.
I think it's a wonderful thing to
remind ourselves that the words
of the Gospel, about the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, have the power to
transform our lives. The next
time I hear the Gospel
proclaimed, I will try to remember
how God wants to change my life
through these powerful words.
June Huber
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Inter-generational
Advent Forum
Start of the new
Church year

Mission and Outreach at Grace
One of our core beliefs is that
Grace is a community for
healing and outreach, providing
opportunities to give our time,
talent and treasure to support
local, regional and international
programs. In my brief tenure as
Vestry Chair of the Mission and
Outreach Committee, I have
come to more fully appreciate
the dedication, energy and
monetary support required to
successfully deliver on our
commitments to these
programs.
As you consider your 2018
pledge, I wanted to provide

10

more visibility into the work that
we do at Grace to assist those less
fortunate in our community and
highlight the many areas where
both human and financial capital
are needed to support and
maintain our mission and
outreach programs. The
following program list
summarizes our primary areas of
ongoing support. I hope this will
provide insight into how your
giving supports our local, regional
and global communities.
I also want to take this
opportunity to thank everyone
who currently supports our

programs for your unwavering
commitment to this important
work. If you are not currently
involved, I invite you to join our
team and experience the joy of
helping others in need to make a
difference in your community.
For more information, please
feel free to contact me or e-mail
the Outreach Committee
(outreach.committee@graceale
x.org).
Jennifer Pease
(jennifer.pease@gracealex.org)
Vestry Mission and Outreach
Chair
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Grace Mission and Outreach Programs
PROGRAM

DESCRIPTION

Local Outreach Programs
ALIVE!

Mission: Founded in 1969, ALIVE! is the largest private safety net for the needy in the
city of Alexandria, addressing short-term to long-term needs for those less fortunate in
the community. Focus is on food, emergency assistance, shelter and childcare.
Grace Support: Grace provides funding , volunteers for ALIVE furniture distribution and
sponsors the annual ALIVE Walkathon.

Blessings in a Backpack

Mission: Blessings in a Backpack mobilizes communities, individuals and resources to
provide food on the weekends for elementary school children across America who might
otherwise go hungry.
Every weekend during the school year, this program provides take-home meals for 100
kids who might otherwise go hungry.
Grace Support: Grace provides funding and volunteers.

Brown Bag Lunches at
Meade Memorial

Mission: Grace partners with other churches to provide volunteers and sandwiches for
meals; offered Mon-Fri at Meade Memorial Church in Old Town.
Grace Support: Grace provides funding for facility costs and volunteers to provide
sandwiches and serve on assigned dates.

Carpenter’s Shelter

Mission: A meal team is needed 3rd Tuesday of each month. 3 groups rotate (outreach,
school and LEMs). Outreach is February, June, August and November.
Grace Support: Grace makes a donation to the shelter annually and provides volunteers
for scheduled dates.

Christ Church Refugee
Mission

Mission: Christ Church launched a refugee support group last year. There are multiple
refugee families sponsored by this group. Three other churches are collaborating with
Christ Church to help these families find their way and a new life in Alexandria.
Each family has a volunteer “care team” to assist with a search for housing, work,
medical care, school, and transportation. Some of the most valuable help comes through
“explaining” America as questions arise.
Grace Support: Grace provides funding and opportunities to promote the
program. Volunteers needed for designated care teams to provide support to specific
refugee families.

Dec. 2017 / Jan. 2018 ♦ Grace Notes
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Community Lodgings Inc

Mission: Community Lodgings’ mission is to lift families from homelessness and
instability to independence and self-sufficiency through Transitional
Housing, Affordable Housing and Youth Education Programs.
Grace Support: Grace provides funding and is exploring a partnership with Beverly Hills
United Methodist Church (BHUMC) to provide after school tutoring at BHUMC in 2018.

Food Pantry

Mission: The Food Pantry, located across the hall from the Church office, provides food
staples to needy families and individuals. The pantry is open Mondays and Tuesdays from
1-3 pm and Fridays from 6:30-7:30 pm.
Grace Support: 2-3 volunteers greet and disburse food bags and we always need more
assistance! Generally, volunteers serve once a month. The Food Pantry is funded
through earmarked donations from parishioners. Additional donations of extra food and
household cleaning and dental supplies are also welcome.

Hypothermia Shelter

Mission: Provide overnight shelter for homeless men during the winter at the Church of
St. Clement in Alexandria.
Grace Support: Grace provides funding to contribute to the costs of running the
program and volunteers for 2 shifts on scheduled weeknights to open and close the
shelter.

Meals on Wheels

Mission: Deliver meals to home bound elderly Alexandrians on the first Friday of every
month (1 cold/1 hot meal each delivery).
Grace Support: Volunteers drive and deliver meals for designated clients prepared by
Jeffery's Catering, 4417 Wheeler Ave. The time commitment is about 2 hours on the
first Friday of each month 10:00 a.m. and noon. More volunteers needed to drive and/or
deliver meals.

Saturday Hot Lunch
Program - Meade Memorial

Mission: Meade Memorial has long been the location for the weekly brown bag lunches
and is now able to offer hot meals on Saturdays October through March thanks to the
support of DC Central Kitchen.
Grace Support: Grace provides volunteers on the 3rd Saturday of the month between
October and March. 5-6 volunteers are needed to help set up and serve the
meals. Adults and children are welcome to participate. Sign up to volunteer on the Web
via Sign-up Genius athttp://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a49a8a9283-hotlunch.

V.O.I.C.E. (Virginians
Organized for Interfaith
Community Engagement)

Mission: Founded in 2008, VOICE is a non-partisan coalition of almost 50 faith
communities and civic organizations in Northern Virginia working together to build
power in middle and low-income communities. They organize in Prince William, Fairfax,
and Arlington counties as well as the City of Alexandria uniting people across lines of
race, class, religion, political party and geography to take action on key issues in our
community including but not limited to affordable housing, access to health and dental
care, and immigrant rights.
Grace Support: Grace pays annual dues to support the organization and participates in
V.O.I.C.E meetings and events in Norther Virginia.

12

Dec. 2017 / Jan. 2018 ♦ Grace Notes

West End Lazarus Project

Mission: Provide emergency financial assistance to Alexandria residents that are unable
to pay a bill and facing loss of lodging or service.
Grace Support: Grace provides funding for the program administered by Christ Church
and 2 trained volunteers from Grace work with volunteers from other area churches to
interview and counsel clients.

Regional/Global Outreach Programs
EYC Mission Trips

Mission: Mission trips are organized each summer to take groups of volunteers from
Grace to assist with a specific community in need. The most recent missions have
focused on rebuilding a community in New Jersey impacted by Hurricane Sandy.
Grace Support: Grace budgets a portion of trip expenses and provides volunteers to
participate.

Cristosal, El Salvador

Mission: Founded by Episcopalian ministers in the U.S. and El Salvador, Cristosal is a
nongovernmental organization based in El Salvador advancing human rights in Central
America through rights-based programming, research, and learning.
Grace Support: Grace provides funding out of the Outreach budget in support of the La
Gracia community.

Haiti Micah Project

Mission: To provide life-saving needs of a daily meal, clean water, healthcare, clothing,
educational assistance, and vocational training for children and young adults living in
Mirebalais, Haiti that will prepare them for responsible lives in their community after
graduating from high school.
Grace Support: Grace sponsors funding for 10 children per year. Additional outreach to
parishioners is coordinated by a member of the Outreach Committee for additional
Grace's parishioner donations.

Saint James Hospital,
Tanzania

Mission: Health Tanzania partners with Tanzanian individuals and organizations in order
to improve the health and education of poor Tanzanians. Current programs focus on two
very poor neighborhoods in Dar es Salaam, a city of five million people, and very poor
and isolated coastal villages. With Tanzanian partners, they are helping to provide outpatient and in-patient health care, community health and prevention programs, and
primary education.
Grace Support: Grace provides funding to support the hospital and has sent a mission
team to volunteer in Tanzania. We are currently exploring the opportunity to send
another mission team.
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Trunk or Treat a Great Success!
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When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. (Matthew 2:10). As we head into the holiday season, we rejoice
in the birth of Jesus and celebrate his teachings. At Grace School, we are blessed to be able to share the power
of our faith and to highlight the character keys of responsibility, compassion, respect, honesty and courage into
our daily lessons. This academic foundation in the Episcopal tradition also calls for service to others.
Our students were delighted to join together to gather food for the Grace Food Pantry. On November 15, our
students built Tom the Turkey with over 350 boxed and canned foods to be donated to the pantry. Mrs. Khacki
Berry spoke to the students on the morning of the build and helped make the connection to our students that
their giving would in turn help others. We are happy that the school and church can join together in this way
to serve others.
The school is currently in our Admissions season for the 2018-2019 school year, and we ask that you tell your
friends and family about Grace School. We know our best advertisement is word of mouth. Our school is
thriving with a strong curriculum, dedicated teachers and welcoming families. We think everyone should Begin
with Grace! For more information, contact Amanda Hungerford at admissions@graceschooalex.org.
Patti Cuthbert
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December Birthdays

January Birthdays

12/4
12/4
12/4
12/4
12/6
12/7
12/7
12/8
12/11
12/11
12/11
12/13
12/13
12/13
12/13
12/14
12/14
12/14
12/15
12/15
12/17
12/17
12/17
12/17
12/18
12/18
12/18
12/18
12/19
12/20
12/20
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/23
12/26
12/26
12/26
12/27
12/28
12/29
12/29
12/29
12/29
12/29
12/30
12/31

1/1
1/1
1/2
1/2
1/3
1/3
1/4
1/5
1/7
1/7
1/7
1/7
1/8
1/9
1/9
1/10
1/10
1/13
1/13
1/14
1/14
1/14
1/14
1/15
1/15
1/15
1/15
1/15
1/16
1/16
1/17
1/18
1/19
1/21
1/22
1/22
1/22
1/22
1/22
1/22
1/23
1/23
1/24
1/24
1/25
1/25
1/26
1/26
1/27
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Kevin Plunkett
Clara Shriner
Nicholas Shriner
Mary Walsh
Cameron Sweet
Graham Murchison
Harrison Moore
Valerie Eudy
Juliet Carr
Alexander Everett
Mia Simpson
Isabella Giacomo
Michael Miller
Lucio Ovando
Edwin Vasquez
Mike Stancil
Mary Carol Tazewell
Lucy Waskowicz
Peter Eckel
Greg Whitlow
Mary Fox
Mary Hix
Nasya Khanna
Charles Saphos
David Dellefield
Clay Everett
Owen Malone
Maria Ribas
Mac Rein Jr
Pat Edelin
Murchison, Graham
Holly Henderson
Christopher Martin
Wendy Wilmer
Meghan Ames
Priscilla Hanley
Constance Troyer
Jessica Farmer
Eva Lorentz
John Scudi
George Winstead
Matt Tschetter
Norma Alvarenga
Stanley Borgia
Linda Durand
Brett Medley
Steven Nider
Gabriella Everett
Barbara Ramm

Ramon Calderon
Judy Miller
Mira Chiow
Jane Clare Joyner
Chris Corlett
Dina Salamanca
Carlos Martinez
Dorothy Bakke
Colby Gustafson
Karen Hoppe
Emily Smith
Sydney Toler
Wyman Howard
Kristopher Kaufman
Kristie Pichler
Sawyer Morales
Sara Waskowicz
Margaret Smith
Nancy Velasquez
Anne Caputo
Suzy McQuilkin
Betty Mills
Kylie Payne
Dorothee Arnold
Luis Odria
Aubrilyn Reeder
Traci Scudi
Peter Spencer
Harper Dubsky
Rose Hall
Caroline Legere
Cathy David
Jeanette Ovando
Tom Donelson
Dorothy Daniel
William Eckel
Chris Kupczyk
Katherine Peck
Teresa Scalzo
Alison Smith
Nathaniel Ames
Suzanne O’Malley
Brennen Ruff
Charles Winstead
Lizzie Goodnow
Michelle Searcy
Tania Shand
Samantha Shterengarts
Katy Pattarini
Nicholas Gentry

Parish Staff
Robert Malm .................................................. Rector
(rector@gracealex.org)
Fanny Belanger ................. Assistant to the Rector
(mother.belanger@gracealex.org)
Jenni Faires .................................................................
Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries
(family.ministries@gracealex.org)
Richard Newman...................... Director of Music
(music.director@gracealex.org)
Patti Culbreth ................................. Head of School
(pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Amy Medrick......................... Parish Administrator
(parish.office@gracealex.org)
Beth Calaman ................... Financial Administrator
(bookkeeper@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez .......................................... Sexton
William Campbell ...................................Seminarian
(william.campbell@gracealex.org)
Ashley Mather .........................................Seminarian
(Ashley.mather@gracealex.org)

Vestry
Class of 2017
Lorna Worley ................................... Senior Warden
John Boris .................................................. Treasurer
Jennifer Long ..................................... School Board
Fred Saalfeld .......................................... Stewardship
Kirk McPike ...................................................... TNT
Class of 2018
Rich Kelly ......................................... Junior Warden
Chris Rugaber .......................................Stewardship
Jan Wolff ............................ School Board/Register
Jennifer Pease .............................................Outreach
Mary Stewart ................................Communications
Class of 2019
Cindy Diehl .........................................Pastoral Care
Kelly Gable ................................. Education/Youth
Chris Kupczyk ............................................ Worship
Jean Reed ................................................Evangelism
Ashby Rushing ........................................ Fellowship

Non-Vestry Coordinators
Anne Caputo .......................................Pastoral Care
Tracy Enger ................................ Education/Youth
Kristine Hesse .............................. Communications
Cindy MacIntyre ....................................Evangelism
Lucy Tschetter .................................................. TNT
Judy Willard ................................................Outreach

1/28
1/28
1/28
1/28
1/29
1/29

Nicholas Gentry
Nora Gentry
Lucy Medley
Mark Stanley
Allison Knippen
Avery Laboy

1/30 Henry Tazewell
1/31 Anne Boris
1/31 Lisa Jones
1/31 Haley Romero
Menendez
1/31 Harper Soraghan
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Christmas Flower Donations!

Please print your name here:

______________________________________________________________

It’s time for Christmas Flower and Greens donations. The Altar Guild invites you to help
make Grace Church beautiful with seasonal decoration. If you wish to contribute to the
Christmas decoration fund, please fill out the form below and enclose a donation of $50.
These forms may be dropped in the Sunday offering or sent directly to the church office.
Please note ‘Christmas Flowers’ on the check memo line. If you wish to have your offering
listed in the Christmastide Booklet, the office must receive this form and payment by
4:00 p.m. on Friday, December 8. Question? Contact Lisa Doelp, Altar Guild Flower Chair,
at 703-239-1302 or lisa.doelp@gracealex.org.
Please circle one of the choices below and print the remainder of the message exactly the
way you would like it to appear in the Christmastide booklet:

“In loving memory of”

or

“In thanksgiving for”

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Given by (print the name or names of the donors exactly as you want them to appear):

______________________________________________________________
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