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Rector’s Reflection 

“All Roads Lead to Grace” 
 

This is our theme for the 2017-2018 program year, now moving past 
the mid-year point as we begin the 2018 calendar year; make 
leadership transitions with new Vestry members; and look to the 
start of Lent, early this year with Ash Wednesday on February 14! 
 
One of my favorite prayers (not in the Book of Common Prayer) 
comes from Thomas Merton, the Trappist monk, writer, social 
activist and mystic, who died almost 50 years ago. Here is an 
abridged version. 
 

God, we have no idea where we are going. We do not see 
the road ahead of us. We cannot know for certain where it 
will end. Nor do we really know ourselves, and the fact that 
we think we are following your will does not mean that we 
are actually doing so. But we believe that the desire to 
please you does in fact please you. And we hope we have 
that desire in all that we are doing … we will trust you 
always though we may seem to be lost and in the shadow of 
death. We will not fear, for you are ever with us, and you 
will never leave us to face our perils alone. 

 

In a way we do know where we are going, at least as we look forward 
to the start of Lent, Easter, spring graduations and transitions, the 
conclusion to the program year, summer. I’m sure many of our 
parents have already signed up children and teenagers for summer 
camps at Shrine Mont. 
 
Our Monday night Lenten program is set with five outstanding 
leaders visiting and a theme from the joint VTS/SSJE workbook, 
“Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John.” Plans, the “road ahead,” for the 
next six months, are certainly being worked on.  
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Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday Schedule 
Holy Eucharist Rite I ................... 7:30 am  
Child Care .................. 8:45 am–12:45 pm 
Children’s Chapel ......... 8:50 am-9:30 am  
La Santa Eucaristía ..................... 9:00 am  
Choral Eucharist Rite II ............... 9:00 am  
Christian Ed classes .................. 10:15 am  
Choral Eucharist Rite I .............. 11:15 am  
Holy Eucharist Rite II .................. 5:00 pm 
 
Weekday Schedule through Feb. 13 
Tuesdays, Rite II with healing .... 6:30 pm 
Wednesdays, Rite I .................... 7:30 am 
Thursdays* ............................... 12:15 pm 
 
Weekday Schedule starting Feb. 15 
Mondays, Rite II  ........................ 6:30 pm 
Tuesdays 
  Confessions ................. 5:45 to 6:15 pm 
  Rite II with healing ................... 6:30 pm 
Wednesdays, Rite I .................... 7:30 am 
Thursdays* ............................... 12:15 pm 
Fridays  
  Confessions .............. 11:30 am to Noon 
  Stations of the Cross, Rite I .... 12:15 pm 
 
*Alternating Rite I and Rite II weekly 
 

About Grace Notes 
 

Grace Notes is published 10 times a year 
by Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria, 
Virginia – monthly except for combined 
July/August and December/January 
issues. The deadline for submitting copy 
is midnight on the 15th of the preceding 
month.  
 
The next Grace Notes deadline is 
February 15 for the March issue. Articles 
should be submitted by e-mail to 
grace.notes@gracealex.org. All articles 
are subject to editing.  
 
Grace Church’s newsletter team 
includes Amy Barron, Kristine Hesse, 
June Huber, Teresa Preston, and Amy 
Medrick. 
 

Rector’s Reflections from page 1 

 
Merton’s life revolved around the daily, weekly, seasonal life in 
the monastery at the Abbey of Gethsemane in Kentucky. He 
entered the Abbey when he was 26. He died at 53, accidentally 
electrocuted by an electric fan in a hotel in Bangkok, where he 
was attending a conference. 
 
At Grace Church, we share Merton’s “desire to please” God. That 
can be a hard road to travel in this culture. Some do feel lost. Some 
are in the “shadow of death.” The journey through Lent to Easter 
reminds us that perfect love casts out fear. The cross is the 
universal Christian symbol. It is the sign and the promise that God 
“will never leave us to face our perils alone…” 
 
  Grace, Peace, Love 
  Robert H. Malm 

From the Assistant to the Rector 
 
It was a wonderful Christmas we had with La Gracia! We actually 
got started with the festivities a little early, on Tuesday, December 
19, with our first "Posada," that went on all week long. The 
Posadas are a Mexican tradition of home devotions, where friends 
and neighbors get together to play out Joseph and Mary looking 
for shelter in Bethlehem. One group of people stands outside the 
house; one group stays indoors and there is a little back and forth 
of a sung dialogue between the two groups as the pilgrims try to 
convince the hosts to open their door. Then, we bring the creche 
inside and alternate traditional (not always religious!) songs and 
(religious) meditations on the virtues of Christmas (humility, 
obedience, trust, etc). We finish with a dinner, usually tamales and 
punch...but we also had some brownies and pizza! We very much 
enjoyed this special time together, going from one home to 
another, praying and getting to share a little bit of our own stories, 
as we relate to the story of Jesus and Mary seeking hospitality. For 
immigrants, no matter where we come from, stories of being 
welcomed and accepted always mean a lot. 
 
Our last Posada took place in the church on Saturday, December 
23. It was very beautiful to be able to celebrate in the main 
sanctuary with the greens up and the candles lit. The children 
dressed up as angels and shepherds as together, we read the 
Gospel, and we finished with our Christmas Eucharist. 
 

Continued on Page 3 
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Assistant to the Rector, continued from page 2 

 
We then shared a meal upstairs and 
children opened presents from under 
the tree. We had plenty of food and 
were able to hand out around one 
hundred gift cards to members of our 
congregation and their friends so they 
could buy toys for their children. There 
was a lot of laughter, and joy filled the 
hearts of many. 
 
Thank you so much to all of you who 
helped to make this evening possible—
altar guild members, coffee hour people 
and all who gave so generously to our 
Christmas program! 
 

The Rev. Fanny Belanger 
Assistant to the Rector 
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There are several opportunities for the imposition of ashes 
on Ash Wednesday, February 14: 
 

7:30 a.m. Eucharist   
9:00 a.m. Grace School Service 
12:00 p.m. Eucharist 
6:00 p.m. Children’s Service 
7:30 p.m. Eucharist 
 

We invite all families with school-aged children to join us for 
the Ash Wednesday service on Wednesday, February 14 at 
6:00 p.m. This will be an informal service that will help 
explain the significance of Ash Wednesday as well as Lent. A 
Eucharist will end the service.  

 

February 3 – EYC lock in to prepare hoagies 
February 4 – EYC Hoagie Sale and Pick up during Coffee Hours 
 

There is no Youth Night on Sunday, February 4 due to the Super Bowl. 
 

February 13 – Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
 Rite 13 and J2A volunteering for the cooking, serving and clean up 
February 14 – Ash Wednesday 
 
 

Our youth will be selling their famous hoagies in Merrow Hall Auditorium on Sunday, 
February 4. If you pre-ordered your hoagies, you can pick up and pay. Extra hoagies will 
be available on a first come, first served basis. Money raised from the sale of hoagies 
goes to support the EYC mission trip. 
 
The Chili Bowl is Sunday, February 11 at 6:00 p.m. in Merrow Hall Auditorium. You 
don’t want to miss this night of fellowship, fun and GREAT cooking! Come and sample 
and then vote for your favorite chili. Who will be the winner this year?? 
 
Celebrate the ending of Ordinary time and the beginning of Lent at the Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper. The Rite 13 and J2A youth will be cooking and serving this yummy 
breakfast-for-dinner meal. Cost is $6 per person and can be paid at the door. 
 
February 4 – Our third year Seminarian, William Campbell, will do a two part series 
introducing the Lenten study, Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John. His first session will 
be a general overview of the study. 
 
February 11 – Part two of William Campbell’s series, Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of 
John. William will be introducing the first lesson, God is Love. 
 
February 18 – No Adult Forum 
 
February 25 – Part one of the Belief Series 
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Lenten Study 
 
During Lent this year, our Monday night series will be praying with the words of John the Evangelist 
from The Gospel According to John and First Letter of John. These two texts describe how God, out of 
deep love, sends Jesus into the world to live among us. By learning from Jesus and his teachings 
about the God he calls “Father,” we will discover God as One who longs for deep intimacy with each 
of us.  
 
Each Monday night during Lent, the guest speakers listed below will offer his or her insight on the 
topic below. We invite each of you to a Eucharist at 6:30 p.m., followed by a simple supper in Merrow 
Hall Auditorium. The speaker will follow the supper and the evening should conclude by 8:35 p.m.  
 
Simple Supper Schedule 

 
February 19 – The Word Made Flesh (Lisa Kimbell) 
February 26 – Close to the Father’s Heart (Noelle York-Simmons) 
March 5 – I Have Called You Friend (Robert Heaney) 
March 12 – Abide in Me (Martin Smith) 
March 19 – We Declare to You (Jim Mathes) 

 
In addition to the Monday night series, we encourage you to visit www.meetingjesusinjohn.org to 
sign up, then you’ll receive a daily email in Lent with a short video and reflection from one of the 
Brothers at the Society of Saint John the Evangelist. Individual prayer journals will be provided for all 
those who would like to participate. 

Jenni Faires 
Assistant for Youth and Family Ministries 

 
 
 
For many decades, faithful Grace parishioners have remembered Grace Church in 
their estate planning. Legacy gifts of real property, bequests and memorials have 
built the parish’s capacity for a strong future of worship and outreach. During the 
2018 winter and spring a renewed effort to consider, educate and encourage legacy 
giving and estate planning will take place. Reasons for estate planning, ways to plan, 
and wisdom from those who have included Grace in their estate plans will unfold in 
the coming months, with the goal of encouraging all parishioners to participate in this 
means of stewardship. We hope to become aware of those who have already included 
Grace in their estate plans while new participants are cultivated. This effort is not a 
capital campaign and has no dollar target. 
 
Please contact Mary Lewis Hix, Bill Malone, Jean Reed or Mary Stewart with your 
questions and comments. 

  

From the Assistant to the Rector for Parish Life and Family Ministries 
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For many years, it has been Grace Church's tradition for only Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEMs) to 
lead the Prayers of the People during our services. We have revised this practice and now invite non-
LEMs to also lead the prayers at 9:00 and 11:15 a.m. Please contact Kemp Williams 
(kemp.williams@gracealex.org) or Chris Kupczyk (chris.kupczyk@gracealex.org) if you are 
interested, and they can provide you with instructions and access to the signup sheet. 
 
  

Happy 2018 from Grace 
School! You will notice that 
our classroom doorways 
have a special blessing: 
20+C+M+B+18. This 
doorway blessing marks the 
end of the Christmas season 
and a new year in our school 
home. The 20 and 18 
represent the year 2018, 
and C+M+B represents the 
three Wise Men, Caspar, 
Melchior and Balthazar, who 
traveled to see Jesus in 
Bethlehem. Our 4th grade 
Religion students prayed for 
the Lord to watch over our 
going out and our coming in, 
and asked for blessings on 
the school with the gift of 
God’s love. 
 
Our students are happy to 
be back from Christmas 
vacation and settling into 
the rhythm of school life. 
This winter will be busy 
with continued classroom 
learning, field trips (like one 
planned to the Air and Space 
Museum) and an assembly 
with Reptiles Alive! We are 

hosting an Open House for 
new families and offer 
private tours as well, so we 
encourage parishioners to 
tell family and friends about 
our wonderful school. 
Please reach out to Amanda 
Hungerford at admissions@ 
graceschoolalex.org for 
more information. 
 
The school has purchased a 
portable defibrillator for 
both school and church use 
in an emergency. The AED is 
located across from the first 
floor bathrooms and has 
pads for both adults and 
children. We also replaced 
EXIT signs with LED models 
on the first floor school wing 
per a suggestion from the 
fire marshal. 
 
This winter our students 
gathered hats and mittens 
for the Campagna Center 
and created a Mitten Tree. 
These items will help those 
in need on cold days. Both 
church and school are 
linked in a mission to serve 

others, and we love when 
our students rally to the 
cause. For it is in giving that 
we receive. 
 

Patti Culbreth 
Head of School 

Would You Like to Be an Intercessor? 

Grace Episcopal School 
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From the Library  
 
The library team needs your help! We lose track of about forty books each year. Please check your 
bookshelves, drawers and nightstands, the cargo areas of your automobiles, etc., for any books or 
DVDs that belong to the library. If you find any, please return them to the parish library as soon as 
possible. No fines, no penalties, just the library team’s “Thanks.” 
 
The 46 books and 3 DVDs that went missing during 2017 are listed below. 

Brad Bergmann 
Title Author Catalog Code 

Advent of the Savior -- A Commentary on the Infancy 
Narratives of Jesus 

Binz, Stephen J. 226.2 BIN 

Advent: The Days Before Christmas Lindberg, Paul M. 242.3 LIN 
Appointment, The 

 
DVD FIC APP 

Bella 
 

DVD FIC BEL 
Christianity -- The First Three Thousand Years MacCulloch, Diarmaid 270 MAC 
Christianity and Evolution de Chardin, Pierre T. 201 DEC 
Church Words: Origins and Meanings Moore, Stephen 283 MOO 
Collects of Thomas Cranmer, The Cranmer, Thomas 264 CRA 
Coming Christ in Advent, A -- Essays on the Gospel Narratives 

Preparing for the Birth of Jesus 
Brown, Raymond 226 BRO 

Coming of Jesus, The Felton, Gayle Carlton 242.3 FEL 
Common Life, A: The Wedding Story Karon, Jan FIC KAR 
Contemplative Pastor, The -- Returning to the Art of Spiritual 

Direction 
Peterson, Eugene H. 253.5 PET 

Daily We Touch Him -- Practical Religious Experiences Pennington, M. Basil PB H 
Episcopal Church, The: Its Message for Today Atwater, George P. 283 ATW 
Father Melancholy's Daughter Godwin, Gail FIC GOD 
Freedom From Codependency: A Christian Response St. Romain, Philip 253.5 SAI 
God in the Manger: The Miraculous Birth of Christ MacArthur, John 226 MAC 
Hildegard of Bingen -- Selected Writings von Bingen, Saint 

Hildegard 
110 HIL 

Hind's Feet on High Places -- An Allegory Hurnard, Hannah PB H 
Holy Scriptures, The -- A Survey Dentan, Robert C. 220 DEN 
Hungering Dark, The Buechner, Frederick 242 BUE 
Hymns of Saint Ephrem the Syrian Ephrem, Saint 780 EPH 
I Have Called You Friends -- Reflections on Reconciliation -- 

In Honor of Frank T. Griswold 
Braver, Barbara; ed. 814 BRA 

Israel -- A Journey Through the Art and History of the Holy 
Land 

Kochav, Sarah 913 KOC 

Language of God, The -- A Scientist Presents Evidence for 
Belief 

Collins, Francis 215 COL 

Life and Holiness: Merton's Practical Guide to Holiness in the 
Workaday World 

Merton, Thomas 248 MER 

Light in the Shadow of Jihad Zacharias, Ravi 291.7 ZAC 
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Did you know the Altar Guild is not funded with your pledge? Did you know we rely on 
donations not only for flowers but also the wafers and wine at each service? Did you know all 
the special linens used weekly (Fair linens, credence cloths, purificators, lavabo towels, and 
corporals) get a lot of use, are washed and ironed every week and must eventually be replaced? 
 
We do our best to stretch our dollars with our candles to the extent we sell our used ones to 
raise additional money, however, the money from the sale is only a very (very) small portion of 
the annual cost. 
 
We still rely on monthly donations from those that use the pink envelopes for their offering, but 
for those that don’t, please consider donating $5 a month or $60 a year as your share towards 
supporting all the work the Altar Guild does. Be sure to indicate on your contribution that it is 
for the Altar Guild.  
 
Thanks so much for your consideration!  

Made for Goodness: And Why This Makes All the Difference Tutu, Desmond and 
Mpho Tutu 

248 TUT 

Mark for Everyone Wright, Tom 226 WRI 
Messiah, The: A Novel Holmes, Marjorie FIC HOL 
Mountains of Spices -- An Allegory Hurnard, Hannah PB H 
Mystical Paths Howatch, Susan PB H 
Nine Tailors, The Sayers, Dorothy FIC SAY 
No Man Is an Island Merton, Thomas 248 MER 
Our December Hearts -- Meditations for Advent and 

Christmas 
McConney, Anne 242 MCC 

Parables, The -- Arranged for Lenten Reading Beaufoy, Mark PB B 
Passion of Christ, The 

 
DVD 232 PAS 

Pictorial History of Durham Cathedral, The Stranks, C. J. 726 STR 
Pillars of the Almighty -- A Celebration of Cathedrals Follett, Ken 839.9 FOL 
Pray to Live: Thomas Merton -- A Contemplative Critic Nouwen, Henri J. 248 NOU 
Ray of Darkness, A Williams, Rowen 252 WIL 
Reinhold Niebuhr Fox, Richard Wightman BIO NIE 
Resurrection -- Interpreting the Easter Gospel Williams, Rowen 242 WIL 
Revelations of Divine Love Julian of Norwich 242 JUL 
Scandalous Risks Howatch, Susan PB H 
Snares of Death, The Charles, Kate FIC CHA 
Time to Turn, A -- Anglican Readings for Lent and Easter 

Week 
Webber, Christopher; 

ed. 
242 WEB 

What Do Jews Believe? -- The Spiritual Foundations of 
Judaism 

Ariel, David 296 ARI 

Women of Spirit: Female Leadership in the Jewish and 
Christian Traditions 

Ruether, Rosemary and 
Eleanor McLaughlin 

261 RUE 
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Hymn History for The First Sunday in Lent 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the sound of lute songs. This is 
one of the trickiest hymns in the 
hymnal for congregational use. 
 
150, “Forty Days and Forty 
Nights” The text, originally 
published in London in 1856, 
had nine stanzas. It was good 
poetry recalling the trials of 
Christ’s temptations and the 
many ways that Christians are 
drawn into sin, but it was 
“impossible for public worship” 
in the words of a contemporary 
editor. Francis Pott extensively 
revised the text in which form it 
was published in Hymns 
Ancient and Modern along with 
Monk’s harmonization of the 
tune with which it has 
remained associated. 
 
310, “O saving Victim, opening 
wide” The text to this hymn is 
held in high regard among 
those in Anglo-Catholic 
churches who observe 
Eucharistic devotion. It is also 
used during Holy Week. The 
tune is a seventeenth century 

The Great Litany 
The music to the Great Litany 
(so called “Great” to distinguish 
it from other litanies found in 
the prayer book) first appeared 
in 1544. It is found as an 
appendix to the book; An 
exhortation unto prayer, 
thought meet by the king’s 
majesty, and his clergy, to be 
read to the people in every 
church before processions. The 
basic syllabic chant tune has 
been attributed to John 
Merbecke since it is similar in 
style to his The Book of 
Common Prayer Noted (1550). 
Though The Hymnal 1982 
applies this attribution to 
Merbecke, it must be noted that 
the chant is taken directly from 
the Sarum* litany and could 
have been adapted by anyone 
with a slight knowledge of 
chant. (*Sarum is the Latin 
name for Salisbury and was the 
local variant of the Roman rite 
before the Reformation in 
England.) Therefore, without 
sufficient evidence, it is most 
appropriate to ascribe the tune 
to Anonymous. [Source: The 
Hymnal 1982 Companion. ed. 
Ray Glover] 
 
140, “Wilt thou forgive that sin, 
where I begun” English organist 
John Hilton (1599-1657), 
organist of St. Margaret’s, 
Westminster, composed the 
tune for a commission from 
metaphysical poet John Donne, 
the poet of the hymn’s text. The 
tune transports us back to the 
Renaissance and calls to mind 

German chorale by Johann 
Sebastian Bach. 
 
142, “Lord who throughout 
these forty days” It is probably 
safe to say that in the minds and 
experiences of most 
Episcopalians, no hymn is more 
closely associated with Lent 
than this text and tune. Claudia 
Hernaman’s text, written 
mainly for children, takes the 
form of a prayer of petition. 
Stanzas 1 - 3 ask, “Lord, as you 
did these things (fast, pray, 
contend with Satan, win the 
victory, hunger, and thirst), we 
ask you to help us to do these 
(mourn our sins, stay close to 
you, struggle against sin, die to 
self, and live by your word).” 
Stanzas 4 and 5 ask for Christ’s 
presence in life and death and 
lift up the vision of Easter joy. A 
more fitting conclusion to our 
service, which begins our 
Lenten observance, cannot 
easily be imagined. 
 
 

Richard Newman 
Director of Music 

Choral Evensong in Lent  
 
The beloved traditional service of Choral Evensong will next be 
sung by the Boys and Girls Choir and the Adult Choir on Sunday, 
March 11 at 5:00 p.m. The service will feature Orlando Gibbon’s 
Short Service, plainsong Preces and Responses and Orlande de 
Lassus’ Adoramus te, Christe. Following the closing voluntary, the 
Holy Eucharist Rite I will be celebrated. All are encouraged to 
attend this marvelous service featuring music from the 
Renaissance. 
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“Grace-ful Worship” 
The Power of Words 

 
Not long ago, I wrote my review of a new book in our library entitled 
What’s So Amazing About Grace? written by Philip Yancey. This past 
weekend, while down at the Richmond Hill retreat center, I ran across a 
book entitled Amazing Grace: A Vocabulary of Faith, written by Kathleen 
Norris. I decided that any book with that title also deserved to be 
purchased and donated to our library. 
 
In the Preface, the author describes her book as an exploration and a 
record of her engagement with some of the words in the Christian lexicon 
that most trouble and attract her. She writes about “scary” words like 
“Antichrist,” blood” and “dogma;” puzzling words like “eschatology;” and 
familiar words like “faith,” “hospitality” and “angels.” In each short and 
self-contained chapter, Ms. Norris weaves her own life-story and an 
individual word into a single fabric. I sampled several chapters from the 
beginning, middle and end of the book, and enjoyed reading them all. 
 
These few sentences on page 138, at the end of a chapter, are a good example of the author’s style. 
 

In a religion centered on what is in Christian convention termed a “living 
Word,” even our ridiculously fallible language becomes a lesson in how God’s 
grace works despite and even through our human frailty. We will never get the 
words exactly right.  There will always be room for imperfection, for struggle, 
growth and change. And this is as it should be. 
 

June Huber 
 

Discerning shared values is crucial to forming powerful partnerships and moving forward 
with courageous intention to change the world. Learn how to use the power of community to 
form strategic alliances, and explore how you and your community can set a collaborative 
course at Values in Action, a Trinity Institute conference designed to help you get grounded, 
connected, and ready to act.  
 
VTS is hosting a regional partner site for the event, being broadcast from Trinity Wall Street 
in New York City. We will livestream the plenary sessions and participate with our own 
facilitated small groups. Speakers include Michelle Alexander, Elizabeth Edman, Pádraig Ó 
Tuama, and Winnie Varghese.  
 
Sponsored by the Lifetime Theological Education, Multicultural Ministries, and the Church 
and Community Engagement Office. 
 
 Saturday, February 3, 2018, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 $40 (includes refreshments and lunch) 
 
Contact akaroly@vts.edu for more information or to register. 
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Thanksgiving and Christmas Giving Programs 2017 
 

Once again, how great it is 
to be part of Grace. For 
more years than I can 
remember, I have 
coordinated the 
Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Giving programs 
with the Outreach 
Committee. Every year, I 
am afforded the 
opportunity to be so 
grateful for the outpouring 
of generosity and kindness. 
 
If you have never been to Grace the Sunday 
before Thanksgiving, you are missing out on 
some serious controlled chaos that is so full of 
love and excitement! This year we supported 
105 families! There were 75 families who 
received the food "baskets" with a $50 gift 
card and an additional 30 families who 
received only the $50 gift cards! This is the 
biggest year ever for the Thanksgiving 
program. Maricruz Pascual coordinates the list 
of La Gracia family and friends requesting food 
baskets. Rich Kelly and Phil Smith manage the 
youth bringing in and taking out the food 
baskets.  Mother Fanny and the office round 
out the team with much needed support. I 
have to give a shout out to my daughter, Kate, 
who went to Aldi's with me this year to buy for 
22 families. We were there for 2 1/2 hours 
buying and sorting. I would also like to give a 
shout out to Aldi's in Del Ray. The staff was so 
helpful and we were able to buy all items on 
the list and a gift card—for a total of $90 per 
family! We have always suggested a budget of 
$120-$150 per family and this really makes it 
easier to sponsor a family. Remember that for 
next year. 
 
And then there was Christmas. This program 
has morphed in recent years and we continue 
to tweak it to match the needs of the 
community. After our great outpouring in 
November, we typically don't have a big 

Christmas Giving program—
even though the need is great 
in the neighborhood. This year 
was not the typical year. We 
were a bit concerned about our 
ability to meet the needs, but I 
want to share a story from a 
few years ago that reminds me 
to keep the faith: One 
Christmas I had 12 people’s 
names to return to the 
Salvation Army because of no 
sponsors. My husband always 
watched my activities from the 

far side of the room and noticed that year that 
these folks’ names would be returned. "What 
are you going to do?" he asked with concern. 
There was nothing I could do but return them 
and I had never had to do that. The morning I 
was to return the names, the phone rings. A 
member of Grace is asking if there are any 
people who still need sponsors. She can do 12, 
if I can do the shopping. Needless to say, I 
shopped and shopped! What a blessing! 
 
This year, with the help of Maricruz Pascual 
coordinating the list, we were able to give 
families a $25 gift card per child. We gave out 
at least 84 gift cards thanks to the generosity 
of Grace members. Thank you! These gift cards 
allow families to maintain a certain amount of 
dignity when buying gifts for their children. 
 
I have ideas as to why we are seeing an 
increase in requests. There are many 
programs offered through the City of 
Alexandria, but I suspect that families feel safe 
coming to Grace for support. We should expect 
to see this continue in the future and 
remember what a blessing to belong to a 
community which extends itself in such a 
loving, generous and secure environment. May 
you receive the blessings you give. Thank you 
for another wonderful giving season. 
 

Sally Schneider 
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Dear Grace 
Community, 
  
It’s that special 
season of 
thanksgiving 
and I write to 
thank you for 
your generous 
response to the 
2017 Haiti 
Micah Project 
Sponsor a Child 
Campaign. For 
seven years, your Outreach 
committee has sponsored 10 
children. The generosity of 
Grace families and individuals 
assure 59 children of a daily 
meal and tuition assistance. 
Their sponsors have been 
moved by the plight of the 
Haitian children since the 
earthquake in 2010. 
 
Your commitment to these 
children is a testament to your 
belief in Prophet Micah 6:8: 
. . .what does the Lord require of 

you 
but to do justice, and to love 

kindness,[a] 
    and to walk humbly with your 

God? 
 
Thank you to new sponsors. You 
recognize the dire needs in Haiti 
and the life-saving work HMP 
provides with your support. Our 
feeding program, residential 
home, the water treatment 
center, tuition assistance, and 
vocational training center only 
exist because of your 
contributions. 
 

I recently returned from 
Mirebalais. Your support was 
evident as I met with the 
children and staff in our new 
kitchen and dining room. The 
children now eat in a clean, 
protected facility. The cooks use 
clean gas fuel. No more charcoal 
to breathe. The children come in 
six shifts between 12:00-3:00 
p.m., that work around their 
school schedule.  Attendance 
each day ranges up to over 500 
children. 
 
Our accountant in Mirebalais 
monitors school enrollment and 
361 children receive tuition 
stipends and school related 
assistance. In August, we 
celebrated the graduation and 
passing of the challenging 
Haitian exams by 11 young men. 
We are making plans for one of 
our young men, who lives in our 
SAES home, to attend college. 
 
When you think about the 
impact your combined 
sponsorships have on our 
program, recognize that your 
gift also impacts the children’s 

families, the Mirebalais 
community, and the Central 
Plateau where Mirebalais is 
located.  Haiti Micah Project is a 
place where UN workers bring 
individual children, who have 
been sent back to Haiti under 
Dominican Republic law. The 
residential home is a place 
where young street children 
from the Central Plateau are 
brought to live in a safe 
environment. 
 
Thank you for opening your 
hearts to these children. They 
may not know each of you by 
name, but they know Grace 
Church as a caring community 
and are so appreciative for the 
amazing spirit you faithfully 
demonstrate. 
 
Blessings to you and your 
families, 
 

 
The Rev. Joseph M. Constant 

President, Haiti Micah Project 
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02/01 Helen Viera 
02/02 Karla Merritt 
02/02 Kathleen Roche 
02/02 Gavin Sauve 
02/02 Cai Li Stanley 
02/03 Kyle Laemmle 
02/03 Lawrence Kline 
02/03 Perrin Chiow 
02/04 Lauren Davis 
02/04 Lottie Henry 
02/04 Littleton Tazewell 
02/05 Lesley Gable 
02/05 Karsten Glazier 
02/07 Mario Chamorro 
02/07 Kelly Gable 
02/07 Daniel Wakefield 
02/07 Alexandra Feeley 
02/07 Joseph Giacomo 
02/08 Connor Fettig 
02/08 Sofia Reyes 
02/08 Peter Madigan 
02/08 Elijah Robles-
Grandy 
02/08 Lucas Sansfaute 
02/08 Quinten Smith 
02/10 Betty Lawson 
02/10 Bert David 
02/11 Kelley Miller 
02/12 Elizabeth Legere 
02/12 Sarah Calvert 
02/12 Peregrine Enger 
02/13 Lucy-Lee Reed 
02/13 Libby Padilla 
02/14 Dawn Alee Yerkes 
02/15 Pilar Boucher 
02/15 Catherine Giacomo 

Parish Staff 
Robert Malm ................................................... Rector 
 (rector@gracealex.org) 
Fanny Belanger .................. Assistant to the Rector 
 (mother.belanger@gracealex.org) 
Jenni Faires ..................................................................  
Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries 
 (family.ministries@gracealex.org) 
Richard Newman .....................  Director of Music 
 (music.director@gracealex.org) 
Patti Culbreth ................................. Head of School 
 (pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org) 
Amy Medrick ........................ Parish Administrator 
 (parish.office@gracealex.org) 
Beth Calaman .................. Financial Administrator 
 (bookkeeper@gracealex.org) 
Pedro Hernandez ...........................................Sexton 
William Campbell ................................... Seminarian 
(william.campbell@gracealex.org) 
Ashley Mather......................................... Seminarian 
(Ashley.mather@gracealex.org) 
 

Vestry 
Class of 2018 
Rich Kelly ......................................... Senior Warden 
Chris Rugaber .................... Stewardship/Treasurer 
Jan Wolff ............................ School Board/Register 
Jennifer Pease ............................................ Outreach 
Mary Stewart .............. Comms./Member-at-Large 
 
Class of 2019 
Cindy Diehl ......................................... Pastoral Care 
Kelly Gable ................................. Education/Youth 
Chris Kupczyk ................ Worship/Junior Warden 
Jean Reed ................................................ Evangelism 
 
Class of 2020 
Khacki Berry ...............................................................  
Anne Caputo ...............................................................  
Jonathan Doelp ..........................................................  
Jennifer Long ..............................................................  
Stephen Lovell ............................................................  
Laura Weidenfeld .......................................................  
 

Non-Vestry Coordinators 
Anne Caputo ....................................... Pastoral Care 
Tracy Enger ................................ Education/Youth 
Kristine Hesse ............................. Communications 
Cindy MacIntyre.................................... Evangelism 
Lucy Tschetter ................................................... TNT 
Judy Willard ............................................... Outreach 
 

 

02/16 Jose Rodriguez 
02/16 Jack Hamilton 
02/16 Aidan Koelbl 
02/17 Kate Reeder 
02/18 Ashley Deleyiannis 
02/19 Elizabeth Nystrom 
02/19 Mary Toler 
02/19 Ashley Spencer 
02/20 Ella Negley 
02/20 Sophia Vassallo 
02/20 Audrey Slattery 
02/21 Pamela Valenzuela 
02/21 Anne McFadden 
02/21 Seamus White 
02/22 Jean Goodson 
02/22 Gemma Pianesi 
02/22 Andrew Lorentz 
02/23 Jack Herring 
02/23 Nancy Robinson 
02/23 Evan Robinson 
02/23 James Holloway 
02/23 Claudine Donovan 
02/23 Lauren Gustafson 
02/23 Raphael Sanchez 
02/24 Renée Rutkowski 
02/24 Carole Guzzetta 
02/24 Connor Murphy 
02/25 Kerrigan O'Malley 
02/25 Graham Borgia 
02/26 Evan Iazzetta 
02/26 Betty Jones 
02/26 Jay Burgess 
02/26 Joe Washington 
02/27 Sidonie Gillette 
02/28 Elizabeth Dorton 
02/28 Willem Egaas 

Grace Church is: 
                  A center for worship and fellowship 

                  A school for discipleship and stewardship 

                  A community for healing and outreach 

February Birthdays 


