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Rector’s Reflection

“… wonderful and sacred mystery…”
These words come from the ancient prayer we use on Easter Day and on
Good Friday (BCP p. 280) which begins, “O God of unchangeable power
and eternal light …” We refer to the “whole Church” as a “wonderful and
sacred mystery …” On May 20, we celebrate Pentecost, the “birthday” of
the Church.
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All through the Easter season, many of the appointed readings include
portions from the Acts of the Apostles. Acts tells us of the rapid growth of
the Church after the first Easter and Pentecost. The story begins in
Jerusalem and leads us through Asia Minor to Greece, and finally ends in
Rome, the capital of the Empire.

La Gracia Baptisms .......... 3

We have more than 20 centuries of recorded history, yet we still refer to the
whole Church as a wonderful and sacred mystery. This reminds me of our
prayer after Communion where we give thanks for “these holy mysteries…”
and pray to be incorporated “in the mystical body of thy Son…”

May Forums .................... 4

St. Paul writes about “the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ
in you, the hope of glory…” (Colossians 1:27). Paul, through his own
conversion, came to know God’s grace through the “mystery of Christ.”
We live into this mystery through Holy Baptism, Holy Communion, and the
life of the Church.

Family Ministries ............. 6

The Christian life commits us to the wonderful and sacred mystery of
God’s love, of God’s gift of life, of human joy and sorrow. Easter and
Pentecost are days and seasons when we celebrate mystery. Mystery can
make us uncomfortable. Mystery can also remind us that we are not always
in control; that we need to be open to surprises.
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Grace, Peace, Love,
The Rev. Robert H. Malm
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Worship Schedule
Sunday Schedule
Holy Eucharist Rite I ................... 7:30 am
Child Care ................. 8:45 am–12:45 pm
Children’s Chapel ........ 8:50 am-9:30 am
La Santa Eucaristía ..................... 9:00 am
Choral Eucharist Rite II ............... 9:00 am
Christian Ed classes ..................10:15 am
Choral Eucharist Rite I ..............11:15 am
Holy Eucharist Rite II ................. 5:00 pm

Weekday Schedule
Tuesdays, Rite II with healing .... 6:30 pm
Wednesdays, Rite I .....................7:30 am
Thursdays* ............................. 12:15 pm
*Alternating Rite I and Rite II weekly

About Grace Notes
Grace Notes is published 10 times a year
by Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria,
Virginia – monthly except for combined
July/August and December/January
issues. The deadline for submitting copy
is midnight on the 15th of the preceding
month.
The next Grace Notes deadline is May 15
for the June issue. Articles should be
submitted by e-mail to
grace.notes@gracealex.org. All articles
are subject to editing.

From the Assistant to the Rector
I feel so thankful for all those who helped us have a wonderful
Easter with La Gracia! Five children were baptized on Easter day,
four boys and a girl, ranging from age 4 to 13. They also received
Holy Communion for the first time. Most of the families are new to
our church and the children have started attending Sunday school.
Seeing people, and especially children, in search of God, in a world
that we often consider as dominated by religious indifference, always
brings me joy. God is still speaking to our hearts, but as a church we
need to have some audacity to reach out and some flexibility to
integrate and to let ourselves be transformed as well...it's not always
easy.
As we look forward towards the Pentecost, we are reminded that the
Spirit is always working in unexpected ways. We have to be attentive
and available. That's one of the themes we are going to work on at
our next retreat with La Gracia, on May 26, led by Santiago
Rodriguez. As we are a group of people coming from different
religious traditions, we will be seeking what it means to be an
Episcopalian and how we can nourish our faith at home and live it
out into the world.
During the month of May, we will also meet on Wednesday evenings
in the sanctuary to pray the rosary and do biblical meditations...at the
crossroads of Catholicism and Protestantism...working to find unity,
strength and inspiration in our common prayer!
--The Rev. Fanny Belanger

Grace Church’s newsletter team
includes Amy Barron, Kristine Hesse,
June Huber, Teresa Preston, and Amy
Medrick.

Grace Church is:
A center for worship and fellowship
A school for discipleship and
stewardship
A community for healing and
outreach
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Easter Day Baptisms In La Gracia

Grace School News
With the promise of spring, the school looks forward to embracing the final days of our school year.
We will enjoy a visit from a Paralympian, hold a Science Fair, take field trips and embrace plenty of
learning both inside and outside the classroom. We are proud of our students who have been filled with
Grace!
Another upcoming high point is our Spring Performance for Financial Aid. This musical event
highlights the talents of our students while raising money to allow Grace to offer financial assistance to
those families who desire a Grace education, but who may not be able to afford the full tuition. Church
parishioners have always been very generous in this united church/school effort that dates back to
Father Merrow and Shirley Tyler. If you would like to support this effort, please reach out to Julia
Byrnes at development@graceschoolalex.org or visit the school’s website to donate online. Your
generosity is greatly appreciated!

Patti Culbreth
Head of School
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Altar Guild Tea

The Altar Guild Tea Needs You!
The Altar Guild Tea will be on May 12 this year and the theme will be Hearts and Flowers. Enjoy
the best scones on earth, Buckingham Palace Garden Party Tea, delicious savory sandwiches and
sweets to dream about. Added to those delights is an entertaining program on The Language of
Flowers, with a discussion of the language and symbolism of flowers. Several floral arrangements
will be demonstrated.
Call the church office at 703-549-1980 to make your reservations. The cost is $40 per person and
the proceeds will benefit the Altar Guild this year.
Anne Caputo

Online Giving Switch

We are switching our online giving platform to Tithe.ly, away from Vanco. If you currently are
giving to the church through Vanco, or through the Give+ app, you will need to make the switch,
which is easy. You can set up automated giving through Tithe.ly on the church's web site, under
the Stewardship tab. Or you can download the Tithe.ly app for free from your favorite app store.
Tithe.ly does not charge monthly fees like Vanco does. Its app also has a button that allows
donors to pay the transaction costs for each gift, which Vanco's Give+ does not. (Please click it!)
Tithe.ly has lots of other cool features, such as easy tracking of your giving history. It also sends
thank-you emails for each gift and even sends reminders to give, which Treasurers particularly like.
Please consider setting automated payments, either on a weekly or monthly basis, through Tithe.ly.
The more donations flow through Tithe.ly, the lower the fees that are charged. Regular giving also
smooths out our monthly income, which otherwise can dip in the summer months.
I welcome any questions at chrisrugaber@gmail.com
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May
Forums

May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27

Youth
Events

Chris Rugaber
Treasurer

Tower Bell Forum presented by Verdin Bell Company and Dr. Richard Newman
TBD
Haiti Micah Project Kick Off
Fellowship Sunday – No Forum

Youth News
May 6 Youth Dinner from 5:30-8:00 p.m.
May 20-22nd PYM 8th Grade Weekend at Shrine Mont—please email Jenni at
jenni.faires@gracealex.org for registration information
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Music Notes

Eya: Ensemble for Medieval Music
We will have a concert by the medieval music
group, Eya on Friday, May 4 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Nave. The concert is free. Donations to the
music fund are encouraged.
The trio digs into their vast repertoire,
presenting works from four favorite programs:
Greenwood, The Mirror, The Three Marys, and
Heartform. Each segment offers a unique look
into the creative and bold programming of Eya.
Their program, titled Invitation, features a
fantastic array of sumptuous, heart-breaking,
and soulful music, including works from
medieval France and England, Hildegard von
Bingen, the magnificent Chansonnier
Cordiforme, and Richard Einhorn, in addition
to two special Eya commissions, including a
setting of a mystical Marian text composed by
Canon Michael McCarthy of Washington
National Cathedral.
Eya is an award-winning vocal ensemble based
in Washington, DC specializing in the
interpretation of medieval music for women’s
voices. Lauded as “remarkable” and “gorgeous”
(The Washington Post), Eya is an early music
ensemble of hauntingly beautiful vocal quality
married with deep spirit. Eya crafts programs
that interweave diverse repertories, forging new
points of connection between contemporary
audiences and medieval repertoire that underline
our common humanity with early poets and
composers.
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Eya has performed at a variety of notable venues
including the National Gallery of Art, The Music
Center at Strathmore, Washington National
Cathedral, and Dumbarton Oaks, as well as
numerous colleges, universities, and concert series
across the east coast. They have been featured on
Voice of America radio and are the recipient of
the 2013 Ovation Award for Best Specialty
Group: Early Music, as well as a 2015 nominee
for Most Creative Programming. They are also a
2018 nominee for Best New Recording, following
their latest album release, The Three Marys. Eya
(pronounced “EH-yah”) is a Latin exclamation of
joy. Learn more at www.eyaensemble.com
Feast of the Ascension
The program year is gradually winding down, but
the music ministry at Grace is still quite active.
Our last choral Mass setting until the fall will be
offered on Ascension Day, Thursday, May 10. At
the 7:30 p.m. Festival Holy Eucharist, the Adult
Choir will sing Communion Service in E by
English composer Harold Darke (1888-1976). I
hope you can be present to share in this joyful
feast of the Church through liturgy, word, and
music.
Tower Bells
Please join us on May 8 at 10:15 a.m. for an Adult
Forum on the gift of digital bells made by Michael
Heintz to enhance our worship. Stacey Dickerson,
area manager for the Verdin Bell Company will
answer your questions and play examples of what
the bells will sound like.
Treble Evensong, June 3
The Boys and Girls choir will lead us in Choral
Evensong on June 3 at 5:00 p.m. The canticles are
Magnificat and Nunc dimittis in C minor by
English organist George Dyson and Festive
Preces and Responses I wrote for the Boys and
Girls Choir last year. Following the closing
voluntary, the Holy Eucharist Rite I will be
celebrated.

Richard Newman
Director of Music
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Celebrating Sunday School Teachers
2nd-3rd grade
Paul Bellantoni
Sally Schneider
Cindy MacIntyre

4-5th grade
Khacki Berry
Donna Hall

Substitutes: Erin White
Rite 13
Tracy Enger
Kelly Gable
Rushad Thomas
Heather Wishart-Smith
J2A
Anne Berry
Billy Faires
Greg Ruff
Sarah Shultz

The Christian Education (CE) program for the
children and young adults at Grace is one of the
strongest in the City of Alexandria! Solid
Christian education programs are not built over
night. They take years of hard work, dedication,
and support from an entire church community.
However, for them to be sustained year after
year, the congregation must buy into the notion
that the teaching of our young people is not just
a responsibility, it is vow, reaffirmed in the
liturgy of each infant baptism.
In my many years of ministry, I have been hard
pressed to see a church that has the volunteer
support for its CE program as Grace. It is my
honor and privilege to highlight the teachers
and sponsors for our Sunday school and J2A
classes.
Godly Play
Lisa Bellantoni
Betty Mills
Amanda Ruff
Sally Stone
Judy Willard
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K-1st grade
Leigh Egass
Allison Guernsey

EYC
Summer Jones
Rich Kelly
Colin Rushing

Sunday Night Youth Sponsors
Rite 13
Tracy Enger
Kelly Gable
Rushad Thomas
J2A
Anne Berry
Billy Faires
Greg Ruff
Sarah Schultz

EYC
Heather Kelly
Matt Madigan

On Sunday, June 3 we will recognize our teachers
during the 9:00 a.m. worship service. During the
Forum hour, we will gather in Merrow Hall
Auditorium to celebrate and acknowledge the
hard work and dedication of these committed
teachers. Whether or not you have a child in
Sunday school, I hope you will plan to attend.
Their year-long commitment to the children of
this church is what it takes to build a solid biblical
foundation in our young people that the
continuation of Grace Church depends upon.
Like Proverbs 22:6 tells us “Train up a child in
the way he should go, and when he is old he will
not depart from it.”
Jenni Faires
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Haiti Micah Project: A Grace-Filled Investment
Mark your calendars to meet Mrs. Sarah Desir at
the Adult Forum on May 20. Sarah consults with
the Haiti Micah Project (HMP) Board of
Directors and assists the HMP President and
Founder, the Rev. Joseph Constant. She is
coming to thank Grace Church for your
generosity and the impact you have had since
2010, when you began feeding and educating
hundreds of children in HMP’s care.
Unlike some, you have not given up on the
tremendous needs in Haiti. It has been a long
time since Haiti was referred to as “Pearl of the
Antilles,” and considered a honeymoon
destination. Now it ranks high on every scale for
cholera, crime, corruption, calamities, and climate
change. There are daily struggles for food.
Healthcare is rare. Doctors go on strike to call
attention to unsanitary working conditions.
Poorly trained teachers often work without pay
and a mere 1% of students ever graduate from
high school. UN peacekeepers have brought
cholera to a country where it never before
existed. Recent news has brought to light the
sexual abuses by well-known and well-respected
international charities.
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In a world where starvation, war, and devastation
compete for your attention each news cycle, you
have chosen Haiti Micah Project as a cause worth
your time and treasure. You have saved lives.
Without your support during these last eight years,
many of the children would have died. Certainly
their development would be stunted because of
inadequate nutrition. Without you, their hopes for
education would have been dashed. Students are
beginning to graduate from high school and now
one young man, Jacky, is headed off to college.
Accomplishments are possible because you have
taken on the challenge to give life and love to
children you will never know, but recognize as
God’s people. There are few opportunities in life
where you can literally save a life and bring hope for
their future.
When you think about the slow progress that is
made in Haiti, consider a quote from Br. Mark
Brown from the Society of St. John the Evangelist.
“Are we ourselves any less beautiful for being a long
time in the making? We do well to trust in the slow
work of God.”
Karen Wires
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In the Library: New Acquisitions
Interested in gaining a better
understanding of how an
obscure, persecuted Jewish sect
grew into “one holy catholic and
apostolic church”? The library
has recently acquired:

The King of Thieves and The
Bishop Must Die—part of
Michael Jecks’ popular Knights
Templar Mystery Series—take
place during the tumultuous
period in English history that
culminated in the fall of King
Edward II. Both books
feature a religious prelate who
is undone by his secular
activities. These are welcome
additions to the library’s
extensive collection of
medieval murder mysteries.
Have you gotten ‘hooked’ on
Grantchester, the PBS detective
drama set in a 1950s era
Cambridgeshire village? This
show, featuring Anglican vicar
and amateur sleuth Sidney
Chambers, is based on The
Grantchester Mysteries, a
collection of short stories by
James Runcie. The library
now has Sidney Chambers and
the Forgiveness of Sins, the most
recent installment in this
series.
Are you a fan of Jan Karon’s
Mitford Years novels? If so,
you will be pleased to learn
that the library has acquired
the most recent book in this
series, To Be Where You Are.
Not familiar with these
Christian-themed novels? We
have the entire series—take a
look!
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Paul—A Biography, by N. T.
Wright, the former Anglican
Bishop of Durham and one
of the world’s leading
biblical scholars. Wright
takes a pioneering,
innovative approach to
understanding what Paul was
actually doing and why he
believed that Jesus had
fulfilled pre-Christian Jewish
beliefs.
The Triumph of Christianity, by
Bart Ehrman, a leading
authority on the New
Testament and the history of
early Christianity. Ehrman
explains how a handful of
charismatic characters used a
brilliant social strategy and
an irresistible message to
transform a forbidden
religion into the beginnings
of a Christian empire.

The Protestant Reformation
started with the publication of
the Ninety-Five Theses by Martin
Luther in 1517.

Not only was he
excommunicated by the
Catholic Church for this act,
but the Holy Roman Emperor,
Charles V, called for Luther to
be apprehended and put to
death.
Thus, Luther went into hiding
at Wartburg Castle. Luther’s
Fortress, by acclaimed historian
James Reston, Jr., describes this
crucial but little-known episode
in Luther’s life and reveals its
pivotal role in Christian history.
Did you know that the library
has several CD- and DVDbased study course offerings?
The latest additions are St.
Augustine’s Confessions and
Dante’s Divine Comedy. Both
are taught by Professors
William Cook and Ronald
Herzman, two very engaging
historical literature experts.
These The Great Courses lecture
sets offer a college-level
learning experience without the
onerous tuition.
Finding Darwin’s God, by biology
professor Kenneth Miller, takes
issue with scientists who claim
that modern science has
disproven the existence of
God. Miller convincingly
argues that science and religion
offer different, but compatible,
ways of viewing the world. This
book is an artfully constructed
argument against both those
who deny evolution and those
using science to justify a
materialistic world.

Brad Bergmann
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Easter Photos
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May Birthdays
5/1
5/1
5/2
5/4
5/5
5/6
5/7
5/7
5/8
5/9
5/9
5/10
5/11
5/11
5/12
5/13
5/13
5/13
5/14
5/15
5/15
5/15
5/15
5/16
5/16
5/17
5/18
5/19
5/19
5/19

Emma Meeks
Richard Wilmer
Hayden Laboy
Mary Blouin
Avery Faires
Christian Portillo
Aiden Guernsey
Claire Guernsey
Jared Smith
Vylma Khanna
Charlotte Martin
Amanda Ruff
Lee Meeks
Skitsi Rein
Reginald Jones
Leo Schrum
Cindy Shen
Christine Washington
Evelyn Flores
Erin Kelly
Eleanor Lambeth
Hunter Lambeth
Lindsay Murphy
Halina Banas-Jones
Mike Dobbs
Sonia Hernandez
Gary Carter
Matthias Alden
Martha Bethea
Jan Wolff

5/20
5/20
5/20
5/22
5/22
5/22
5/23
5/24
5/24
5/25
5/25
5/25
5/25
5/25
5/25
5/26
5/26
5/26
5/27
5/27
5/28
5/28
5/28
5/29
5/30
5/30
5/30
5/30
5/31

Parish Staff
Camila Alvarenga
Mike Barron
John Berry
Alison Campbell
Triston Hanley
Andrea Santos
Joe Donovan
Eleanor Cooper
Madelyn Curry
Duke Chiow
Jeffrey Chiow
Ramee Gentry
Stewart Hall
Walter Lukens
Dan Pattarini
Nancy Davis
Alexa Melendez
Nicholas Pattarini
Raymond Curry
Doug Miller
Daniel Plunkett
Michael Reed
Ashby Rushing
Victoria Portillo
Yolanda Brawley
David Crosby
Leigh Egaas
Heather Kelly
Earl Durand

Robert Malm ................................................... Rector
(rector@gracealex.org)
Fanny Belanger .................. Assistant to the Rector
(mother.belanger@gracealex.org)
Jenni Faires..................................................................
Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries
(family.ministries@gracealex.org)
Richard Newman ..................... Director of Music
(music.director@gracealex.org)
Patti Culbreth..................................Head of School
(pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Amy Medrick ........................ Parish Administrator
(parish.office@gracealex.org)
Beth Calaman................... Financial Administrator
(bookkeeper@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez .......................................... Sexton
William Campbell ................................... Seminarian
(william.campbell@gracealex.org)
Ashley Mather ......................................... Seminarian
(Ashley.mather@gracealex.org)

Vestry
Class of 2018
Rich Kelly ......................................... Senior Warden
Chris Rugaber ............................................Treasurer
Jan Wolff ............................School Board/Register
Jennifer Pease ............................................ Outreach
Mary Stewart ............Commun./Member at Large
Class of 2019
Cindy Diehl ......................................... Pastoral Care
Kelly Gable ..................................................... Youth
Chris Kupczyk ................................. Junior Warden
Jennifer Long ..................................... School Board
Jean Reed ................................................ Evangelism
Class of 2020
Khacki Berry ........................... Christian Education
Anne Caputo ........................................... Fellowship
Jonathan Doelp ............................... 2019 Treasurer
Stephen Lovell ...................................... Stewardship
Laura Weidenfeld ....................................... Worship

Non-Vestry Coordinators
............................................................... Pastoral Care
Tracy Enger................................ Education/Youth
Kristine Hesse ............................. Communications
Cindy MacIntyre .................................... Evangelism
Lynn Rohrs ............................................. Fellowship
Lucy Tschetter .................................................. TNT
Judy Willard................................................ Outreach
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