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Rector’s Reflection

Finding Peace
St. John gives us an account of Jesus’ “farewell address” in chapters
14-17 of John’s Gospel. Here we read of several promises Jesus
makes to the disciples just hours before he is arrested. “Peace I leave
with you, my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world
gives…” (14:27)
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St. Paul knows peace to be a gift of the Holy Spirit and he often
begins his letters with a greeting of peace. While in prison and in
danger of death, Paul writes to the Philippians the joyful words we
use as a final blessing at the Eucharist, “The peace of God, which
passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.” Paul, John, and Jesus know and teach us that true peace comes
only through our relationship with God.
Recently I’ve thought a lot about peace. Violence continues to erupt
in our nation and around the world. Many are disturbed about the
politics in our nation. Physical pain and illness make daily life
difficult for many. The day before writing this article, I received word
of the sudden death of a friend I first met 50 years ago.
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For those of us in the older generations, the summer of 1968 was
anything but peaceful! Martin Luther King, Jr. had been assassinated
in April and violence followed for weeks in many cities, including
Washington, D.C. Robert Kennedy was shot and killed in early June.
The Vietnam War raged on; almost 17,000 U.S. casualties were
recorded in 1968 with many large battles that summer. Summer
ended with riots in Chicago at the Democratic Convention.
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I certainly do not expect anything like the chaos and violence of 1968
to invade the summer of 2018. Yet, I know there will be challenges to
peace—in our world, in our nation, in our families, in our souls—this
Continued on Page 2
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Worship Schedule
Sunday Schedule (through June 3)
Holy Eucharist Rite I ................... 7:30 am
Child Care .................. 8:45 am–12:45 pm
Children’s Chapel ......... 8:50 am-9:30 am
La Santa Eucaristía ..................... 9:00 am
Choral Eucharist Rite II ............... 9:00 am
Christian Ed classes .................. 10:15 am
Choral Eucharist Rite I .............. 11:15 am
Holy Eucharist Rite II .................. 5:00 pm

summer. We hope a change of pace, vacations, trips, camp,
transitions, and, then, getting ready for a new school/program
year will give us many opportunities to enjoy peace this summer.
June 10 is the beginning of our “summer schedule” as we move to
one Sunday choral liturgy at 10:00 a.m. and take a recess from
classes until September. As we “pass the peace” of Christ in our
liturgies during the months ahead, let us remember Jesus’
promise. And may each of us know peace in our lives.
Grace, Peace, Love
Robert H. Malm

Sunday Schedule (starting June 10)
Holy Eucharist Rite I .................. 7:30 am
Child Care ................ 9:45 am–11:30 am
Children’s Chapel ..... 9:50 am-10:30 am
La Santa Eucaristía ................... 9:00 am
Choral Eucharist* ................... 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist Rite II ................ 5:00 pm

Weekday Schedule
Tuesdays, Rite II with healing .... 6:30 pm
Wednesdays, Rite I .................... 7:00 am
Thursdays* .............................. 12:15 pm
*Alternating Rite I and Rite II weekly

About Grace Notes
Grace Notes is published 10 times a year
by Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria,
Virginia – monthly except for combined
July/August and December/January
issues. The deadline for submitting copy
is midnight on the 15th of the preceding
month.
The next Grace Notes deadline is June
15 for the July/August issue. Articles
should be submitted by e-mail to
grace.notes@gracealex.org. All articles
are subject to editing.
Grace Church’s newsletter team
includes Amy Barron, Kristine Hesse,
June Huber, Teresa Preston, and Amy
Medrick.

Grace Church is:
A center for worship and fellowship
A school for discipleship and
stewardship
A community for healing and
outreach
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From the Assistant to the Rector
In many Christian churches, Pentecost is an occasion to hear
foreign languages during the services. This year here at Grace
we had readings in Italian, Spanish, French and German at
11:15 a.m. and, of course, our bilingual service in English and
Spanish at 9:00 a.m. I was about to write, “What a treat!” but I
realize that, to a lot of us, a bilingual service does not feel like a
treat. Often, it’s not an easy experience. It takes more work to
follow along, we miss part of what’s going on, translations are
interrupting. Yet, instead of trying to fix it in one way or
another to make it a smoother experience, maybe we should
just accept that this is the way it’s going to be: a bit messy and
somewhat confusing.
Let me explain a little more.
On Pentecost day, we do all these readings in different
languages, reminding us that the Apostles, filled with the Holy
Spirit, began to speak in foreign languages. This said, we often
forget that it’s not so much about us speaking different
languages; rather it’s more about the Spirit speaking different
languages, and sometimes unknown languages, languages we
cannot understand at first. As Jesus told Nicodemus, the Holy
Spirit is like the wind; you can feel it, but you don’t know
Peace, Love,
where it comes from. I would not be surprised, ifGrace,
we were
to
The Rev. Robert H. Malm
have a short survey about it, that it would be revealed that the
Holy Spirit is, for a lot of us, like a foreigner, and even a
stranger. While we have a sense of who the Father and the Son
are—although we know how much our images are often
inadequate—the Holy Spirit remains a mystery.
In this regard, one day I read a commentary I found very
helpful. A theologian wrote that he had stopped asking people
Continued on Page 3
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who the Holy Spirit was for them, but had started asking instead: “When was the last time you
experienced the spirit of consolation? The spirit of strength? The spirit of peace?” and so on. As it
is with people, we cannot capture who they are by defining them with a “label,” we can only get to
know them in the way they interact with us. This is the same with our God. So when was the last
time you found sudden comfort in the midst of dark thoughts? When was the last time you
accomplished a work you thought you were incapable of doing? When was the last time you found
yourself speaking words you never knew you had in you? When was the last time you felt filled
with compassion for someone you did not like that much to start with? Maybe you were visited by
the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit is the one who brings to me thoughts and feelings, energy and the “Power” often
mentioned by the Scriptures that I know does not belong to me in the first place and yet becomes
totally me. It can make me both bold and wise at the most unexpected moments, it can make me
strong and sensitive in the most unexpected ways. I have a seminarian friend who recently posted
a Facebook status that I thought was so good that I printed it and put it up on my office board, so I
can remember it each day. It reads: “Praying for today that the Holy Spirit will be doing what she is
always doing: Calming the waves of my life while stirring them up at the same time.” Yes, the Holy
Spirit remains a stranger that speaks many languages, but they are always the languages of the
heart. And if you pray to the Holy Spirit, know that the Holy Spirit will speak to your heart in the
language you need to hear, whether your life needs to be “stirred up” or “calmed down,” or like my
friend and I, often a little bit of both at the same time. Many blessings on all of you during this
season.
The Rev. Fanny Belanger

Drawings courtesy of Grace children
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From the Assistant to the Rector for Parish Life and Family Ministries
Registration is open for VBS! We are
trying a new format this summer for
Vacation Bible School to (hopefully)
accommodate the busy schedules of
working families. Join us July 27-29 for
a fast-paced, jam-packed weekend full
of water: Bible stories centered around
water, water games, and water-themed
crafts and snacks. It is guaranteed to be
a splashingly good time!
The schedule is modified to fit three
sessions instead of five, but here is a sample of what your child can expect:
Friday, July 27
The Wise Man Built His
House Upon the Rock
6:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Opening
7:05 - 7:15 p.m.
Mission Introduction
7:20 - 7:45 p.m
Crafts/Games
7:50 - 8:15 p.m.
Crafts/Games
8:15 - 8:30 p.m.
Closing

Saturday, July 28
Jesus Walks on Water
9:00 - 9:30 a.m.
Opening
9:35 - 10:00 a.m.
Crafts/Games
10:05 - 10:30 a.m.
Snacks/Small Group
10:35 - 11:00 a.m.
Games/Crafts
11:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Closing
11:35 - 12:10 p.m.
Lunch

Ready to register your child/children? Visit Eventbrite.com and
search for Wacky World of Water. The registration page will
open. Cost for the weekend is $50 per child.
Finally, we need volunteers to fill key roles, including crafts,
snacks, and games. If you are interested in helping, please contact
me. I would love to include you on the VBS team!

Saturday Afternoon
Jesus Calms the Storm
12:15 - 12:30 p.m.
Opening
12:35 - 1:00 p.m.
Crafts/Games
1:05 - 1:20 p.m.
Snack/Small Group
1:25 - 2:10 p.m.
Crafts/Games
2:15 - 2:30 p.m.
Closing
Sunday, July 29
1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
Picnic
2:10 - 3:00 p.m.
Closing Worship
3:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Water Play

Participation in Vacation Bible School is one of those childhood
events that can make a lasting impact. The energy that fills a
room when kids are intensely learning stories and songs is
contagious! I hope you will encourage any child in your life to
register and participate in this weekend of fun and learning. We
never know when a life will be forever changed!
Jenni Faires
jenni.faires@gracealex.org
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June 2

J2A sponsored Bingo Night

Calendar of Events

June 3

Sunday School Teacher Appreciation at 9:00 a.m. service followed by a
time of celebration and appreciation during the Forum Hour (Merrow Hall
Auditorium)
Evensong at 5 p.m. featuring the Boys and Girls Choir

June 10

Youth Sunday at 10 a.m. Rite 13 Ceremony, Senior Sermons and Graduate
Recognition
Parish Picnic

Youth News

The EYC youth will be traveling to West Virginia for their Mission Trip, July 8-14. Please
pray for this group as they prepare to spend a week in the service of others. If you are
interested in joining the EYC on their trip, please contact Jenni at
jenni.faires@gracealex.org.

Music Ministries
Boys and Girls Choir Choral Evensong, June 3
The Boys and Girls Choir will lead us in Choral Evensong on June 3 at
5:00 p.m. The setting of the Magnificat and Nunc dimittis in C minor is
by George Dyson with Festal Preces and Responses by Richard
Newman written for the Grace Church Boys and Girls Choir. The
anthem will be Richard Delong’s Fairest Lord Jesus. Following the
closing organ voluntary, the Holy Eucharist will be celebrated.
Summer Choir
You are cordially invited to join us in the loft as we move into the
relaxed summer schedule on June 10. Instead of having weekly
evening rehearsals, interested singers are encouraged to come to the
Choir Room at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays to prepare a simple anthem to be
sung later that morning at the 10:00 a.m. service. This is a good
chance for people not presently singing to give choir a try; you’ll find
that the gallery gives you a different perspective on the liturgy.
If you’re interested in giving the Summer Choir a try, show up in the Choir Room (on the lower
level) at 9:00 a.m. any Sunday through September 2.
As St. Augustine has been credited to say, “those who sing pray twice!”
Richard Newman
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Grace-ful Worship

What If Jesus Were Really Here?
Your answer to this
question, which is also the
subtitle of the novel
Presence, might be, “He IS
really here. He’s always with
us.” And you would be right.
So let me reframe the
question: What if Jesus were
standing in front of you, in
person?
In R. Thomas Ashbrook’s
novel, Jesus appears to three
separate people in the small
midwestern town of
Emmaus. “Dressed in tan
Dockers and a sport shirt
open at the collar, He
appeared quite ordinary.”
Extracting the promise that

they may never tell anyone
about it, Jesus appears to
each one and addresses their
most important challenges:
death of a spouse, need for
forgiveness, and leadership
of a parish church. He brings
them personally, and then
collectively, into “true
community” with him and
with each other. He also
teaches them how to
experience an “abundant
life” that includes his
everyday presence—visible
or not.
I thoroughly enjoyed
reading this book and have
just donated it to our church

library. I
encourage
you to check
it out and
discover
how
changes in
three
people’s
lives can have a wideranging effect on their
families, their church, and
their community. You’ll also
find out how a simple
rocking chair can become a
symbol for all that is divine.
-June Huber

From the Library
How much do you know about Martin Luther? If
you are like me, probably not all that much, at
least until recently. I knew that the Lutheran
Church is named after him, that his 95 theses are
usually thought of as the beginning of the
Reformation, and I was familiar with the
doctrine of justification by faith alone. But who
was Martin Luther; what made his theology so
explosive in 16th Century Europe; and was it
really his intention to start Protestantism, and
with it a new church? These are the questions
posed and largely answered in a new addition to
the parish library entitled Luther: Gospel, Law,
and Reformation, a 24-lecture DVD series (with
companion course guidebook) from the Great
Courses Series of the Learning Company. (Note:
the library already has two other Great Courses
lecture series—the Confessions of St. Augustine,
and Dante’s Divine Comedy.
The lecturer, Dr. Phillip Cary, believes Luther is
interesting today, after hundreds of years,
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because he is so controversial. Professor Cary
explains that there are many aspects of Luther’s
theology for Roman Catholics to admire, while
many Protestants reject his legacy as misguided,
embarrassing, or even evil. This course explores
Luther’s theology, his conclusion that the papacy
was the antichrist, and major issues and events
surrounding the Reformation as it unfolded.
Professor Cary profiles Luther as a man with
extraordinary virtues and profound flaws, an
inspiring religious thinker who presented the
Christian gospel as a message of comfort, joy,
and freedom, and as a leader who launched
vicious attacks on those with whom he
disagreed.
In sum, this lecture series offers a very balanced,
human portrayal of Luther—a defining force in
Protestantism, and at the same time a testament
to raw and struggling humanity.
Jay O’Malley
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Our Summer Seminarian
Dear people of Grace,
My name is Patrick Keyser,
and I am delighted to serve
as your seminarian this
summer through the
Diocese of Virginia’s MidAtlantic Parish Training
Program. Though I
currently live in
Connecticut, I am a native
Virginian with deep roots
in the Commonwealth. I
was raised in
Northumberland County
on the Northern Neck, and
grew up in the Southern Baptist tradition. I
studied at the College of William and Mary,
during which time I discovered the richness of
the Anglican tradition and found my home in
the Episcopal Church. Following graduation, I
completed two years with the Episcopal
Service Corps at St. Andrew’s Church in
Richmond. During that time, I discerned a call
to the priesthood and then began seminary at
Berkeley Divinity School at Yale in August
2016.

During my time with you this
summer, I will immerse myself
into the life of the parish,
focusing especially on pastoral
care, liturgical leadership, and
preaching. I will also work
closely with the community of
La Gracia. I will be with you
from the start of June through
the middle of August, with a
brief break in July when I will
be attending the General
Convention of the Episcopal
Church in Austin, TX.
In my free time, I enjoy reading, with
particular interests in liturgical studies and all
things related to Italy and its language, culture,
and history. I am also a lover of sports,
especially tennis and baseball.
I am grateful for the opportunity to serve with
you this summer, and I look forward to sharing
this time with you.
-Patrick Keyser

Grace School
The school is concluding
another amazing year! Each
June, we remark how quickly
the year passed and how
thrilled we are to see the
growth in our students. The
graduation ceremony is a
hallmark of that growth, when
our fifth graders each give a
legacy speech about their time
at Grace. In these speeches,
they always thank their
dedicated teachers, to include
Father Malm, and reminisce
about the many experiences
June 2018 ♦ Grace Notes

and opportunities they
treasure from their years at
Grace. One right of passage is
successfully passing Father
Malm’s religion tests in fifth
grade! These joyous speeches
remind us all of the incredible
foundation our students
receive because of the united
mission of the church and
school in serving young
people.

break to relax and renew
before we begin again after
Labor Day. We still have
limited openings in preschool
and grades 1, 2 and 3, so
please do suggest your friends
and relatives consider Grace.
For more information, contact
our Director of Admissions,
Amanda Hungerford, at
admissions@graceschoolalex.
org.

Now our students, faculty and
families enter into summer

Patti Culbreth
Head of School
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The Grace Legacy Society

Former Saints and Future Saints
The Grace Legacy Society exists to build the capacity of Grace Episcopal Church for a strong
future of worship and outreach. Former saints, by their bequests and planned gifts, have
made possible the parish as we know it today. Will you join the throng of saints by making
a legacy gift? Members of the Legacy Society Committee, Mary Lewis Hix, Bill Malone, Jean
Reed, and Mary Stewart are available to provide information about legacy giving.

Hearts and Flowers Tea

Shrine Mont 2018

Coming soon to a Coffee Hour, and
website, near you....
Grace at Shrine Mont 2018! It’s hard to
believe, but the Grace Shrine Mont
Weekend, September 7-9, 2018, is only
three months away!
Calling all Shrine Mont veterans, and
newcomers: we are looking for volunteers,
with lots of enthusiasm, energy, good
ideas, and dedication.
There are plenty of ways to help, whether
you have lots of experience and have done
this for years, or have never volunteered for anything, but might like to make a few friends
and have some fun. Contact Nancy or Evan Robinson, if you’re interested, have a great new
idea, an older tradition you’d like to sustain, or simply want to confirm that there will be
fried chicken on Sunday. Email nancy.robinson@gracealex.org.

The 18th Annual Altar Guild Tea featured a program on “The Language of Flowers”
presented by Eleanor Reed with demonstrations of several flower arrangement styles by
Anne Caputo. Following the program, more than 70 guests enjoyed a complete English Tea
with savories and sweets and incredible scones, clotted cream and strawberry jam. Servers
were men from the parish, smartly dressed in pink bow ties and aprons. Prizes for best
hats, biggest hats, best fascinators, most coordinated hat and ensemble, vintage hat and
best family of hats were presented. The annual tea raised more than $3,300 to advance the
Altar Guild fund which provides worship supplies, vestments and other materials needed
to support the “beauty of holiness” in our church. Thanks to all 30+ altar guild members
and friends who worked on this effort and to all who came and enjoyed the afternoon.
Anne Caputo
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The 2018 Altar Guild Tea
The Language of Flowers
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Grace People Here and There
Graduations and Moves
Renata Kamakura is scheduled to graduate
with honors from the University of Chicago on
June 9. She will receive a B.S. in Biology with a
specialization in Ecology, and a minor in
Environmental and Urban Planning. She is a
Student Marshal and Phi Beta Kappa. Following
graduation, she will begin
work as a researcher at the
U.S. Forest Service's
Northwest Research Center
in Cottage Grove, Oregon,
while applying to graduate
school. She is finishing up her
thesis at the moment, and
looking forward to working
up in the mountains in the
summer. Renata is the
daughter of Lynette Poulton
and Yasuhiko Kamakura.

Connor Murphy is graduating with an AP
Diploma from West Potomac High School and
plans to study linguistics in the fall at George
Mason University. Connor is the son of David
and Wendy Murphy, and the brother of Lindsay
and Heather.

Harrison Moore received a BFA in
Drama/Acting from the New York University
Tisch School of the Arts, in May 2018. He plans
to stay in New York City and pursue an acting
career. He is currently filming a web series with
three other Tisch graduates. Harrison is the son
of Walter and Pat Moore, and brother of Tod.

Michael Laemmle is graduating from
Commonwealth Academy, where he was the cocaptain of the varsity soccer team and served
for many years on student council and Model
UN. He will be attending Worcester Polytechnic
Institute (WPI) in the fall. He plans to major in
civil engineering and physics. Michael is the son
of Paul and Laura Laemmle-Weidenfeld and the
brother of Kyle Laemmle.

Avery Faires is graduating from Episcopal High
School and will be attending the College of the
Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass this fall. Avery
was a member of the Crew team, Head Tour
Guide, and member of the newspaper staff.
Avery is the daughter of Jenni and Billy Faires
and the sister of Arden and Turner.
Paige Medley is graduating from TC Williams
High School and will be attending the University
of South Carolina in Columbia, SC. At TC, Paige
belonged to the National Honor Society, wrote
for the school paper, and lettered in soccer,
swimming and field hockey. Paige is the
daughter of Howell and Lisa Medley and the
sister of Lucy and Brett.
10

Grace Pattarini graduated
from the International School of
Luxembourg on May 19. She will
be attending Northeastern
University in Boston in the fall.
Grace is the daughter of Dan and
Katy Pattarini, and sister of Nick
and Amelia. Dan is a
Foreign Service Officer at the U.S.
Embassy in Luxembourg, and Katy
teaches at the International
School.

Parishioners Eric and Karen Coulson left in
March and are settling into their new post at the
U.S. Embassy in Santo Domingo, Dominican
Republic. They were only back at Grace for
about six months—just long enough to attend
Shrine Mont, and study intensive Spanish at the
Foreign Service Institute. They had been on our
overseas prayer list previously while serving at
the U.S. Embassy in Nigeria.
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June Birthdays
1
2
2
3
3
3
4
4
5
6
6
6
7
8
8
8
9
9
10
10
13
14
15
15
17
17
17
18

Alex Washington
George Waskowicz
Margaret Will
Nate Cline
Ava Fraser
Sarah Schultz
Armando Falcon Jr
Roberto Sanchez
Hilda Burcher
Cynthia Puskar
Wolf Ramm
Philip Saphos
Nikolai Karamyshev
Madison Dagne
Eleanor Reed
Polly Spahr
Lisa Cassady
Kristine Hesse
Jane Rosman
Linda Waskowicz
Peter Bruch
Joyce Ames
Rich Kelly
Michelle Mackie
Katie Hayden
Sarey Hayden
Shannon Kelly
Al Baker

18
18
18
18
19
20
20
20
21
22
22
23
24
24
24
25
25
26
27
27
28
28
29
29
30
30

Parish Staff
Patricia Burch
Debra Busker
Katie Madigan
Sally Stone
Mark Sweet
Cindy Diehl
Jessice Tafft
Soraghan
Otto Wolff
Jody Stuard
John Boris
Rachel Rushing
Emerson Boyd
Jonathan Doelp
Lew Michael
Karen Wires
Fabian Alvarenga
Judy Willard
Edward Arthur
Jean Hawes
Isaac Reyes
Paul Bellantoni
Rebecca Funes
Margaret Hillsman
Erin White
Sara Dubsky
Theresa Lewallen

Robert Malm .................................................. Rector
(rector@gracealex.org)
Fanny Belanger ................. Assistant to the Rector
(mother.belanger@gracealex.org)
Jenni Faires .................................................................
Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries
(family.ministries@gracealex.org)
Richard Newman ...................... Director of Music
(music.director@gracealex.org)
Patti Culbreth ................................. Head of School
(pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Amy Medrick ......................... Parish Administrator
(parish.office@gracealex.org)
Beth Calaman ................... Financial Administrator
(bookkeeper@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez........................................... Sexton
Ashley Mather ........................................ Seminarian
(Ashley.mather@gracealex.org)

Vestry
Class of 2018
Rich Kelly ......................................... Senior Warden
Chris Rugaber ............................................ Treasurer
Jan Wolff ............................ School Board/Register
Jennifer Pease ............................................ Outreach
Mary Stewart ............Commun./Member at Large
Class of 2019
Cindy Diehl ......................................... Pastoral Care
Kelly Gable ..................................................... Youth
Chris Kupczyk ................................. Junior Warden
Jennifer Long ..................................... School Board
Jean Reed ................................................ Evangelism
Class of 2020
Khacki Berry ........................... Christian Education
Anne Caputo ........................................... Fellowship
Jonathan Doelp ............................... 2019 Treasurer
Stephen Lovell ...................................... Stewardship
Laura Weidenfeld ....................................... Worship
Non-Vestry Coordinators
............................................................... Pastoral Care
Tracy Enger ................................ Education/Youth
Kristine Hesse ............................. Communications
Cindy MacIntyre .................................... Evangelism
Lynn Rohrs ............................................. Fellowship
Lucy Tschetter .................................................. TNT
Judy Willard ................................................ Outreach
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