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Rector’s Reflection

“Behold! I Am Making All Things New!”
September is surely one of my favorite months. Even though summer
and vacations end, we start a new school and program year. It’s a new
“season” for us in our parish at Grace Church.
I often say that we celebrate three “starts” to the year at Grace: the
new school and program year in September, the new liturgical year on
Advent Sunday, and the new calendar year on January 1st. Each start
shows us the reality of God’s presence in our lives. Of course, starts, the
new, only come after finishes, the end. Sometimes endings are hard,
sad, even tragic. We know this when a loved one dies. Yet we proclaim
that physical death begins a new spiritual life. We say that “life is
changed, not ended...”
Mother Fanny’s resignation and departure last month ends another
chapter for her and for us. God will lead us to begin a new chapter as
we make plans for future staffing needs. The Bishop’s announcement of
resigning and retiring will lead to a new “season” for our Diocese. These
times of transition, sometimes difficult, are always a time to see the
Spirit working among us, to bring renewal and change.
Near the end of the last book in the Bible, Revelation, St. John had a
vision of the future. “I saw a new heaven and a new earth ... God will
dwell with his people ... the old order has passed away ... God says
‘Behold! I am making all things new ...’” (Rev. 21:1-5)
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This is what we celebrate in September, beginning with our annual
parish weekend at Shrine Mont. This is what we celebrate through all
the endings and beginnings of life. The Spirit of God is with us, to guide
us all into the future.
Grace, Peace, Love
Robert H. Malm
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Worship Schedule

Music Notes

Holy Eucharist Rite I ................... 7:30 am
Child Care .................. 9:45 am–11:30 am
Children’s Chapel ....... 9:50 am-10:30 am
La Santa Eucaristía ..................... 9:00 am
Choral Eucharist* ..................... 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist Rite II .................. 5:00 pm

There are a whole host of special services and musical events
this program year, including three Choral Evensongs the last of
which will be sung again by the Boys and Girls Choir. The
Service of Advent Lessons and Carols will be the Second Sunday
of Advent. You will be able to find more information on all
special choral services by visiting the Music page on our church
website.

Sunday Schedule beginning
September 16

If you are interested in joining any of our choirs, please contact
me. Here is the schedule:

Sunday Schedule

Holy Eucharist Rite I ................... 7:30 am
Child Care .................. 8:45 am–12:45 pm
Children’s Chapel ......... 8:50 am-9:30 am
La Santa Eucaristía ..................... 9:00 am
Choral Eucharist Rite II ............... 9:00 am
Christian Ed classes .................. 10:15 am
Choral Eucharist Rite I .............. 11:15 am
Holy Eucharist Rite II .................. 5:00 pm

Weekday Schedule
Tuesdays, Rite II with healing .... 6:30 pm
Wednesdays, Rite I .................... 7:30 am
Thursdays* .............................. 12:15 pm
*Alternating Rite I and Rite II weekly

About Grace Notes
Grace Notes is published 10 times a year
by Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria,
Virginia – monthly except for combined
July/August and December/January
issues. The deadline for submitting copy
is midnight on the 15th of the preceding
month.
The next Grace Notes deadline is
January 15 for the February issue.
Articles should be submitted by e-mail
to grace.notes@gracealex.org. All
articles are subject to editing.
Grace Church’s newsletter team
includes Amy Barron, Kristine Hesse,
June Huber, Teresa Preston, and Amy
Medrick.

The Boys and Girls Choir sing twice a month at the 9 a.m.
service. We begin rehearsals on September 11. Please check
the church website for the most current rehearsal schedule. If
you know of children and youth who love to sing and are of
reading age, this is a wonderful opportunity for FREE musical
education. Piano lessons are also available to anyone (of any
age) at the rate of $30 for a half-hour lesson. Boy and Girl
choristers get a reduced rate for these lessons. I accept a
limited number of students, so act now!
The Adult Choir meets on Thursday nights, starting on
September 6, from 7:30-9:30 p.m. in the St. Cecelia room.
Finally, the Handbell Choir will be offering a prelude to the 9
a.m. service once a month. We begin on September 6 and
rehearse on Thursdays from 6:45-7:20 p.m. Handbells are an
excellent way to help with learning to read music. Please
remember that we are always welcoming new members to any
of our choirs.
Richard Newman
Director of Music
Richard Newman
Grace Episcopal School Notes
Director of Music

After a refreshing summer, we embrace the new school year
with great enthusiasm. We look forward to renewed
emphasis on our literacy efforts with the inclusion of more
leveled readers for our students through a $10,000 donation
from a graduate’s family. We also continue to build on our
strong foundation of Math in Focus, our rigorous math
curriculum. In addition, our students will enjoy a year of
Continued on page 3
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Adult Forum Schedule
bountiful assemblies and field trips to highlight history, science and the arts. Our commitment to the
September
Shrinethrough
Mont Weekend
(noclasses,
CE or Adult
activites)
whole child 9is–served
our religion
chapelForum
services
and focus on character keys. Our
September
16Ministry
Fair
in
Merrow
Hall
dedicated faculty and staff believe in our mission and are ready to serve and nurture our talented
September
students. 23 – VOICE Forum
September 30 - TBA
We recognize that our ability to serve children is directly related to the support of our church
family. This summer, with support from the Vestry, the school enjoyed a positive partnership with
Baroody Camps, and we plan to use the proceeds from the camp to help with facility efforts. These
efforts include installation on the second floor of a new water fountain given to the school by the
5th grade class as well as improvements to the retaining wall and stairs on the playground to help abate
water run off.
We still have limited openings this fall, so please suggest that your friends and relatives consider
Grace. For more information, contact our Director of Admissions, Amanda Hungerford,
at admissions@graceschoolalex.org.
Patti Culbreth
Head of School

Thank You from Our Summer Seminarian
Dear people of Grace,
I am so grateful for the time I was able to share with you this summer. Thank you for welcoming me so
warmly and allowing me to become so deeply involved with the life of this parish. I was blessed with
abundant opportunities to learn and grow as I continue to prepare for ordained ministry. I am especially
grateful for the many opportunities I had to preach–both on Sundays and at weekday Eucharists at the
Lady Altar, for time spent visiting parishioners, and for my work with La Gracia. All my experiences at
Grace were grounded in the rich rhythm of prayer that is at the heart of this parish’s life. Joining with the
staff for daily morning prayer and with you in Sunday and weekday celebrations of the Eucharist was
perhaps the greatest gift of all.
Y a la comunidad de La Gracia– les doy gracias por la bienvenida, por sus amabilidades, y por su tarjeta
y regalo. Fue realmente un regalo grande pasar este tiempo con ustedes. Espero que continuar mi
estudio de español en el seminario. Ustedes son en mi corazón y en mis oraciones.
I want to offer a special word of gratitude to Mother Fanny who so graciously agreed to supervise me
and share her wisdom with me, to Father Malm for allowing me to serve at Grace and for his willingness
to share his pastoral wisdom with me, and for the members of my Lay Committee– Mike Jones (head),
Carlos Arboleda, Lisa Bellantoni, Tracy Enger, and Heather Hurley– for agreeing to journey and reflect
with me.
Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3
As I said at the 10:00 service on my last Sunday, the journey to ordained ministry is a long and at times
arduous one. I could not have made it this far without the support of many communities. You have helped
shape and form me in so many ways, and for that I will always be grateful.
Yours in the peace and love of Christ,
Patrick Keyser
The Brown Bag Lunch Program - A Reprise
Can you give three hours of your time at least once a year on a weekday? The Brown Bag Lunch
Program really needs your help! It is increasingly difficult to find volunteers to serve these
lunches at Meade Memorial Church in Old Town.
About every six weeks, Grace Church is responsible for providing bagged lunches with
lemonade in the summer and soup in the cooler months to the homeless and working poor of
Alexandria.
A server always works with another parishioner and is always paired with an experienced person
when serving for the first time. It requires just three hours one day during our week The work
begins about 10 o’clock at Grace to pack the bags with the sandwiches provided by other
parishioners, fruit and a snack. Once finished these are transported to Meade and serving there
begins at 11:30 and ends at noon. After returning to Grace and putting supplies away, servers
are finished by 12:30.
Please think about volunteering for this simple but important ministry that Grace Church has
been a part of for at least 30 years. It would be disappointing if Grace Church had to retire from
the program for lack of participants.
Volunteers can either sign up on the list tacked to the Outreach bulletin board about three
weeks before our turn or emailing linda.waskowicz@gracealex.org.
Though my name is always associated with the Brown Bag program in writing, I want to give so
much credit to Puddy Blunden and her husband, Bob who, on the Sunday of our week, do all
the shopping for items that go with the sandwiches, from the paper items to the fruit, snacks,
soup and lemonade. Puddy, who has been working with the Brown Bag program for 20 years,
also makes sure the inventory is current. The program couldn’t function without her.
Our next two obligations are September 10 – 14 and October 22 – 26. A full schedule is posted
on the Outreach bulletin board.
Linda Waskowicz

4

September 2018 ♦ Grace Notes

Announcement

Children’s Chapel will be open during both Sunday morning services for children ages 38. Each week we learn an age appropriate lesson, laugh and sing, and return to the
service at the Peace. Children’s Chapel is in the St. Nicholas Room, which is located down
the steps inside the main entrance of the church. An usher can direct you.
There will be a J2A Parents Meeting on September 16, 2018 in the St. Mark Room. Bring
your calendars as we will be presenting the schedule for the year!

Announcement

2018 Mission Team
Adult Sponsors
Rich Kelly
Jenni Faires
Andy Lorentz

Youth Participants
Shannon Kelly (3rd year)
Jonathan Lorentz (3rd year)
Connor Murphy (2nd year)
Michael Laemmlle (2nd year)
Mia Giacomo (1st year)

Sasha Karamyshev (1st year)
Spencer Foucart (1st year)
Malcolm Eckel (1st year)
Julie Mills-Cizek (1st year)

Announcement

Pastoral Care Cards
(Grace Cards for Military/Overseas/College Students and those in need of Pastoral Care)
Please be sure to stop by the Parlor at Shrine Mont where we will have cards to sign
for parishioners and their friends and family who are in the military, living overseas, in
college or in need of pastoral care. If you have someone who should be on the card list,
please contact Char Rusnak (char.rusnak@gracealex.org, 202-285-5142), and provide her
with the recipient’s name, address, a bit about their situation and relation to Grace
(Freshman at USC studying filmmaking. Daughter of parishioners Jane and John Doe).

Announcement

Christian Education News
Our program year begins September 16, 2018 as the worship schedule rolls back to the
9:00 am start time and our 11:15 am service returns. Sunday school and all our youth
classes will meet following the 9:00 am service.
Kid’s Coffee Hour is BACK! Be sure to sign up through the Wednesday RoundUp for your
week to provide snacks for our children between the services and prior to Sunday school.
If you are not receiving a Wednesday RoundUp, please email Jenni at
jenni.faires@gracealex.org to have your name added to the mailing list.
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Grace-full Worship

The concept of community has been on my mind of late. In his farewell sermon on Sunday, August
12th, Patrick Keyser (our summer seminarian) preached about how we need each other and asked,
“How well do you know your neighbor?” On that same Sunday the Parade magazine section of the
Washington Post highlighted opportunities for community living where residents share certain meals
and chores, but they live in their own apartments. This past Sunday, August 19th, Father Bob
preached a sermon entitled “Communion” and he told us, “Every time we celebrate the Eucharist
together we are in communion with all the saints who ever lived.”
I have three good friends who don’t go to church. One friend believes in a “God of the Universe” and
communicates with her God when she’s out in nature. Another friend is a lapsed Roman Catholic who
stopped agreeing with church doctrine some time ago and is now horrified by recent reports of sexual
abuse by “so-called celibate priests.” My third friend used to be a regular worshipper at a nearby
Protestant church, but over time he got tired of the infighting between two factions within the parish
– infighting that the pastor tried to ignore rather than addressing it and trying to resolve it. I respect
the choices of these three people, each of whom is a good friend with strong principles. Two of my
friends consider themselves to be Christians.
What would you say to any of these three people if they asked you to explain why you go to church?
I’ve recently wondered how I would answer, so here are my thoughts.
One of the reasons I go to church might, on the surface, seem rather un-spiritual. I go to church to be
part of a community. Human beings evolved as families, bands and tribes; we are social animals. At
the very time of creation, God said “It is not good that the man should be alone” (Genesis 2:18). I say
that I “belong to a church” for good reason – I want that sense of belonging. I go to socialize -- to see
people, sit next to them in a certain pew, chat with other friends during coffee hour. I go to tell God
and my neighbors that I love them and, hopefully, to feel that they love me too. I go to participate in
groups that provide service to others (Food Bank, Meals-on-Wheels, etc.). I go to church, and I’m
active in our church community, in order to provide justice and peace to the poor and the oppressed.
Alone I’m pretty powerless. But a large group of people, properly organized, can bring about change.
The church is one of these groups. I dream with others of like mind who dream the same dream -from that dream may come a new reality. Think of that the next time our Sunday bulletin includes an
announcement about VOICE (Virginians Organized for Interfaith Community Engagement).
Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6
Being part of a community isn’t a bad reason for going to church … but it isn’t my only reason.
Although I can, and often do, worship God in an informal way when I’m alone – on walks through
nature, for example – God calls me to corporate worship. Throughout the Bible, the pattern of life for
God’s people has included worship in large groups; we see this in the wilderness wanderings and in
the pattern of festivals in the Old Testament. There were family aspects of worship such as the
Passover meal, and corporate worship at the temple. From the very beginnings of Christianity, when
followers of Jesus Christ met in people’s houses, corporate worship was built into these gatherings.
Jesus encouraged corporate worship when he said, “For where two or three are gathered in my name,
I am there among them” (Matthew 18:20). In his letter to the Hebrews, St. Paul wrote, “Let us
consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is
the habit of some, but encouraging one another...” (10:24-25)
Finally, I go to church because I love the music and enjoy singing the hymns. This past Sunday we
started with Hymn 420:
“How often, making music, we have found
A new dimension in the world of sound,
As worship moved us to a more profound
Alleluia!”
A vibrant community life as “the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12) is filled with the joy of worship,
prayer and song. A description of this communal experience includes enthusiastic worship that
involves “addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody
to the Lord with your heart, and giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:19-20). We were made for community worship. We sing
not to God or ourselves alone, but to one another. The worship in heaven that is pictured in
Revelation 4 and 5 is massive corporate worship. I guess that will be the perfect church: all
harmonious, in perfect unity, with great joy.
Corporate worship seems to be part of God’s plan for us, on earth and in heaven. It can’t possibly be
as awesome as that which is to come someday, in heaven, but I think it’s special just the way it is right
here, on earth, at Grace Church. I just finished reading Rachel Held Evans’ book, Inspired, and she
says it all for me on page 206: “Like it or not, you can’t be a Christian on your own. Following Jesus is a
group activity, and from the beginning, it’s been a messy one; it’s been an incarnated one.”
June Huber
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Bringing the Monastery Home

Grace parishioners and clergy have made many trips to the Cambridge, Massachusetts monastery of
the Society of Saint John the Evangelist (SSJE), both individually, and in groups. Visitors to the
monastery report experiences of rest, relaxation, reflection, and renewal. Some have described it as
“a thin place” where we can more readily sense God, feel the Holy Spirit, and tap into holiness.
The hospitality of the brothers, the communal meals, the quiet, the chance to participate in their
worship following the Daily Office, and the beauty of the place each contributes to the experience. I
felt this myself on my first visit in 2012 and returned with a desire to bring a bit of that experience
home. Since then, I’ve and coordinated return visits and tried to connect others with the simple, and
deep, wisdom of the brothers.
Father Malm and Grace clergy have incorporated SSJE program materials into onsite Grace retreats in
single-day workshops, self-guided Advent reflection programs, and our multi-week Lenten programs.
We’ve also begun a new Contemplative Service on the last Tuesday evening of each month to create a
“SSJE-like” evening prayer experience incorporating portions of the Daily Office.
The monastery is now busier than ever, thanks to the brothers’ local congregational activities and
workshops, monastic intern program, and the reach of their many online programs. Because the
brothers are so busy they are not able to provide programmed retreats for large groups as they have
for us in the past. But, not to fear, there are many ways to visit and engage with SSJE, as shown
below. More information about the retreats can be found at their website:
http://www.ssje.org/2016/07/08/program-retreats/.
I am hopeful that several of us can self-book around common dates, perhaps around some of the
workshops below, to continue the tradition of Grace group visits. Please contact me if you’d like to be
on the e-mail list of interested persons for future SSJE visits.
8
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Saturday Workshops at SSJE (Cambridge, MA)
•
•
•
•

Introduction to Centering Prayer: October 20, 2018
Cultivating the Gift of Patience: February 9, 2019
Praying Our Common Life – Prayer Book Spirituality and Practice: March 23, 2019
“Can God Set a Table in the Wilderness?” – The Gift of Growing Older: April 6, 2019

Program Retreats at the Monastery (Cambridge, MA)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

First Time in Silent Retreat: September 28-30, 2018
“What are you looking for?” – A Retreat for Young Adults: October 5-7, 2018
Waiting in the Dark – An Advent Retreat: December 14-16, 2018
Singing Our Lives in Christ: January 31-February 3, 2019
First Time in Silent Retreat: February 15-17, 2019
Loving, Disciplined and Free – A Retreat for Men: February 28-March 3, 2019
Christ in the Wilderness – A Lenten Retreat: March 8-10, 2019

Program Retreats at Emery House (West Newbury, MA)
•
•
•
•
•

Centering Prayer Retreat (Intermediate/Advanced Level): November 8-11, 2018
“The World Charged with God’s Grandeur”: November 16-18, 2018
The Tender Loving Mercy of God – An Advent Retreat: December 7-9, 2018
Abiding in Hope – A Lenten Retreat: March 22-24, 2019
God’s Presence Wherever We Go: June 14-16, 2019

Brother, Give Us a Word
Another way to share the experience by subscribing to the daily email delivery of thought-provoking
insights from the brothers and links to related sermons and reflections - http://www.ssje.org/word/
Grace Contemplative Service: Psalms and Prayers
This service is held on the last Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in the new Narthex, just after the
6:30 Healing Eucharist. In this brief service we gather to offer prayers for the world and those we
love and to recite the psalms of the day. We also offer group discussion and practice of spiritual
exercises, using SSJE’s new “monthly” reflection material.
In coming issues of Grace notes I will share further updates from SSJE including information on their
Advent Program, the Monastic Intern Program, the Fellowship of SSJE, and activities at Emery House.
Peace and Love,
Julia McClung
julia.mcclung@gracealex.org
571.242.7080
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Summer Fun at Grace!
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From the Assistant to the Rector for Parish Life and Family Ministries
Summer 2018 will go down in the history books as a whirlwind of mission and service for our youth.
We began winding our way through the hills of West Virginia on our way to the small community of
Clendenin. Clendenin sits along the Elk River and experienced devastating flooding in 2016. Our team
of nine youth and 3 adults spent a week helping three families move a step or two closer to normalcy.
The work included leveling dirt, digging and pouring the concrete foundation for a porch, yard clean
up and the scraping, priming and painting of the exterior of a house. The work wasn’t pretty, and it
wasn’t always fun, but it was necessary and fulfilling. Along the way, bonds were formed... the kind of
bonds that build a tight knit youth community within a church. These friendships are rarely formed in
Sunday school or youth night. They develop over sweat and shovels, close quarters in the evenings
and cooking meals (when no one knows how to really cook!).
There are always learning opportunities, beyond the physical labor, that youth experience when they
travel outside of their own community. Rarely do we witness poverty at the levels that we
experienced in Clendenin and the surrounding communities. Abandoned and dilapidated houses lined
the curvy mountain roads, but perhaps more disturbing was the number of houses that were not fit
for occupancy that were lived in. We also could catch a glimpse of the enormity of the opioid crisis.
No longer a story you read about in the newspaper, drugs are destroying the fabric of these
communities.
Clendenin, WV sits at the crossroads of hope and despair. As we drove to our work sites each
morning, other mission teams from across the country were loading up their vans and preparing for
work. As I talked to lifelong residents of the town, you could sense their optimism about the
rebuilding of their proud and once vibrant town. The town merchants’ sales were ahead of schedule
with the boost of population and the Clendenin Methodist Church had just hired a new minister to
breathe life into the church that anchored the city center. Things are looking up. But what happens
when the youthful energy of mission teams leaves the area? Clendenin was on the ropes before the
2016 flood; will they ever be able to fully recover? I don’t know the answer to this question, but I do
know that the people of the town understand and appreciate the efforts of total strangers on their
behalf. Kindness matters and that gives me hope beyond the obvious despair.
One thing I am certain of after having a month to reflect on my experience, our youth were a blessing
to all those they met. Their level of commitment to their work was impressive and personal. Their
pride showed through as they worked to leave the job sites so well taken care of and complete. The
results of their labor would have made any member of Grace proud to call them our youth. Most
importantly, however, is that our youth were blessed by the experience. We stayed at a small
Methodist church one town over from Clendenin (Pinch, West Virginia). The church was so excited to
host our group and was beyond thankful for our work in their community. More than once our kids
exclaimed how much their hospitality meant to them and they just couldn’t believe that people would
want to cook dinner or make special trips to town for them. By being on the receiving end of “church”,
our youth were able to see what was special about “church”. It was a beautiful thing to witness and
one I am thankful to have been a part of.
Jenni Faires
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Birthdays

9/1
9/1
9/1
9/1
9/1
9/2
9/2
9/3
9/4
9/5
9/6
9/7
9/7
9/7
9/9
9/9
9/11
9/12
9/12
9/15
9/15

Cleveland Eason
Jeremy Koss
Teresa Preston
John Scudi
Lorna Worley
Nancy Macklin
Brendan Means
Neal Goodson
Don Rae
Charlie Pease
Blythe Su Davis
Cathy Puskar
Philip Smith
David Tuma
Atanos Janevski
Mike Reed
Edward Corlett
Michael Heintz
Thatcher Lane
Kayla Dagne
Jay O’Malley

Parish Staff
9/16
9/16
9/16
9/16
9/16
9/17
9/18
9/18
9/19
9/20
9/20
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/22
9/23
9/23
9/24
9/26
9/27
9/27
9/27
9/28
9/29

Lori Dodd
Nancy Graves
Elizabeth Imphong
Cole Ruff
John Wires
Bob Malm
Rosemary Falcon
Everett Pichler
Robert White
Allyson Corlett
Hermann Gerber
Susy Howard
Geoff Hoppe
Donna Hall
Jennifer Long
Janet Baker
Neille Russell
Nick Robinson
Evan Metz
Rick Eudy
Matthew Madigan
Leslie Malm
Tracy Enger
Arun Khanna

Robert Malm .................................................. Rector
(rector@gracealex.org)
Jenni Faires .................................................................
Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries
(family.ministries@gracealex.org)
Richard Newman ...................... Director of Music
(music.director@gracealex.org)
Patti Culbreth ................................. Head of School
(pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Amy Medrick ......................... Parish Administrator
(parish.office@gracealex.org)
Beth Calaman ...................Financial Administrator
(bookkeeper@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez........................................... Sexton
William Campbell .................................. Seminarian
(william.campbell@gracealex.org)
Ashley Mather ........................................ Seminarian
(Ashley.mather@gracealex.org)

Vestry
Class of 2017
Lorna Worley .................................. Senior Warden
John Boris .................................................. Treasurer
Jennifer Long...................................... School Board
Fred Saalfeld ......................................... Stewardship
Kirk McPike ...................................................... TNT
Class of 2018
Rich Kelly.......................................... Junior Warden
Chris Rugaber ....................................... Stewardship
Jan Wolff ............................ School Board/Register
Jennifer Pease ............................................ Outreach
Mary Stewart................................ Communications
Class of 2019
Cindy Diehl......................................... Pastoral Care
Kelly Gable ................................. Education/Youth
Chris Kupczyk............................................. Worship
Jean Reed ............................................... Evangelism
Ashby Rushing ........................................Fellowship

Non-Vestry Coordinators

Grace Church is:

Anne Caputo ...................................... Pastoral Care
Tracy Enger ................................ Education/Youth
Kristine Hesse ............................. Communications
Cindy MacIntyre ................................... Evangelism
Lucy Tschetter................................................... TNT
Judy Willard ............................................... Outreach

A center for worship and fellowship
A school for discipleship and stewardship
A community for healing and outreach
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Special Events Calendar 2018-2019
(as of 6/27/18 and subject to change)
Month Day

Event

Month Day

Event

Sept.

4

GES Classroom Open House

Nov.

1-3

5

GES Classes & Extended Care Begin

6

Adult Choir Rehearsals Begin
Handbell Choir Rehearsals Begin

223rd Annual Convention of the
Episcopal Diocese of Virginia -Richmond

3

GESPA Gala / Auction

7

Church Office closes at 12:00 NOON

4

7-9

Shrine Mont Weekend (Theme: One
Grace Fellowship of Love)

All Saints Sunday
Blessing & Celebration of Pledges
for 2019
Youth Night

10

GES Back to School Night 6:30 PM

12

11

Boys and Girls Choir Rehearsal

Veterans’ Day Holiday: Office
Closed

12

Boys and Girls Choir Rehearsal

16

14

GES Opening Chapel

GES Closed Parent Teacher
Conferences

16

Return to 9:00 and 11:15
Choral Eucharists
GES Fall Family Social 3:00 PM
Sunday School starts

18

United Thank Offering (UTO)
ingathering

20

GES Thanksgiving Chapel at
9:00 AM

Oct

29

Founders’ Day Dinner

21-26 GES closed

30

Founders’ Day — 163rd Birthday
of GEC Festival Eucharists at 9:00
& 11:15 AM

21

Parish Office Closed

22

Thanksgiving Day: Office Closed
Holy Eucharist (8 AM); Festival
Eucharist (10 AM)

23

Parish Office Closed

25

Last Sunday after Pentecost:
Christ the King
Fellowship Sunday: No Classes
Intergenerational Event: Advent
Wreaths, & other crafts (10:15 AM)

27

GES Classes Resume

2

Advent 1: (Year C starts)
Youth Night

9

Saint Nicholas Visit
Lessons and Carols (5:00 PM)

2

Youth Sunday

6

Art on the Avenue

7

St. Francis Sunday
Blessing of the Animals (4:00 PM)
Youth Night

8

Columbus Day: Church Office &
School Closed

10

National Episcopal Schools Day at
Washington National Cathedral
(Gr 1-5)

11

GES Picture Day

14

GES Sunday (9:00 AM) & Reception
No Sunday School

14

Christmas flower & Christmastide
booklet inputs due in office

21

Youth Sunday
Inquirers Classes start
Choral Evensong (5:00 PM)

16

27

Trunk or Treat

Third Sunday of Advent
Children’s Pageant (5:00 PM)
Followed by pizza party & cookie
feast, No 5:00 PM Holy Eucharist

19

GES Christmas Program (9:30 AM),
Dismissal following Program, No PM
Care
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Dec
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Month Day
Dec

Event

20-1/4 GES Winter Break
23

Fourth Sunday of Advent

24

Christmas Eve at 3:00, 5:00,
7:30, 11:00
Child care provided during 5:00 PM
service only

25

Christmas Day: Office Closed
Festival Eucharist (12:00 NOON) No
childcare

30

Month Day

Event

Mar

6

Ash Wednesday
Holy Eucharist (7:00 AM, 12:00 NOON,
7:30 PM)
GES Chapel (9:00 AM)
Children’s Eucharist (6:00 PM)
La Santa Eucaristía (7:30 PM)

8

Begin Lenten Friday Stations of the
Cross & Holy Eucharist (12:15 PM)

10

First Sunday in Lent
Teaching Sunday (Adult Forum &
Sunday School)
Daylight Saving Time begins

11

Monday Night Lenten Suppers & Series

Christmas Lessons and Carols
(10:00 AM)

Jan.

1

6

Feast of the Holy Name
Choral Eucharist (12:00 NOON)
Office Closed; Food Pantry Closed
Epiphany (tr)
Bilingual Eucharist at 9:00 AM
Grace Church—La Gracia Coffee Hour
with Visit from the Three Kings after 9:00
AM service
Festival Eucharist at 11:15 AM

7

GES Classes Resume

13

Forums Resume

20

Budget Forum

21

Martin Luther King Day— Office, School
and Food Pantry Closed

23

GES Jump Up Day

27

Candlesmas Festival Eucharist
(10:00 AM)

Annual Meeting
Feb

Mar

14

Holy Eucharist (6:30 PM)
Simple Supper (7:15 PM)
Lenten Program (7:45 PM)
Continues through Lent.

2

EYC Hoagie Making & Lock-in

3

Annual EYC Super Bowl Hoagie Sale
Youth Night

10

Chili Bowl

17

Fellowship Sunday

18

Presidents Day: Office & School Closed

3

Youth Night

5

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
(6:00 PM)

17

Choral Evensong (5:00 PM)

18-25 GES Spring Vacation

Apr

26

GES Classes Resume

31

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Youth Night

7

Fifth Sunday in Lent

14

Passion / Palm Sunday
No Classes
Intergenerational Event (10:15 AM)

18

Maundy Thursday
Holy Eucharist (12:15 PM)
Jueves Santo (7:30 PM)
Liturgy of the Day, Holy
Eucharist, & Foot Washing
(7:30 PM)
Prayer Watch until 6:30 AM
19
Good Friday
Office closes 11:30 AM
Liturgy of the Day (6:30 AM and 1:30PM)
Stations of the Cross (12:00 NOON)
Child Care (11:45 AM to 3:00 PM)
Children’s Liturgy (5:00 PM)
Via Cruces (7:00 PM)
Tenebrae (7:30 PM)
19-22 GES Easter Break
19
GES & Food Pantry Closed
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Month Day

Event

20

Great Vigil of Easter
Festival Eucharist (8:00 PM)
Agapé Feast (10:00 PM)

21

Easter Day
Festival Eucharist (9:00 AM, 11:15 AM)
No classes: Easter Egg Hunt (10:15 AM)

22

Easter Monday: Office & School
closed

23

GES Classes Resume

Apr

28

Second Sunday of Easter

May

5

Third Sunday of Easter
Last Youth Night

11

Annual Altar Guild Tea

12

Last day of Sunday School

17

GES Grandparent Tea
GES Spring Performance
12:15 GES Early Dismissal 12:15

19

Christian Education Recognition &
Forum

27

Memorial Day
Office & School Closed

30

Ascension Day
Festival Eucharist (7:30 PM) with
Reception

2

Youth Sunday
Choral Evensong (5:00 PM)

7
9

GES Graduation
Day of Pentecost
Bilingual Eucharist (9:00 AM)
Festival Eucharist (11:15 AM)

16

Summer Schedule Begins
Trinity Sunday
Parish Picnic

23

Second Sunday after Pentecost

30

Third Sunday after Pentecost

4

Independence Day

June

July

Church Office Closed
Holy Eucharist (9:00 AM)
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