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Rector’s Reflection

The Easter Journey
The Risen Jesus appeared five times after the Sunday of the Resurrection;
one week later in Jerusalem; forty days later just outside of Jerusalem at
Bethany for The Ascension; and three times in between, including twice in
Galilee, over 100 miles north of Jerusalem. The disciples were busy trying
to figure out what comes next? At one point they even went back to fishing
in Galilee.
Right before the Ascension, Jesus tells the disciples to stay in Jerusalem
where they will receive new power from the Holy Spirit and, then, they will
be Jesus’ witnesses “to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:1-8) The journey that
begins on Easter Day, continues after the Ascension and Pentecost “to the
ends of the earth.”
You and I are part of this continuing Easter journey. We are “witnesses”
here in Alexandria and Northern Virginia. Some of us travel far. Our
Journey to Adulthood class will go to Ireland and Iceland, as they continue
their Easter journey this summer.
So, too, we will welcome our new Associate Rector, The Rev. Jason
Roberson, this summer. Father Jason “journeyed” with us as our
seminarian while at Virginia Theological Seminary. Now he returns as a
Priest to help lead and pastor our parish.
As we move into the month of May, we’ll be well into Phase Two of our
HVAC construction project. Phase Three begins after school is out in June.
Following the Risen Lord keeps us on the move. There is no sitting still. The
world needs our witness, our message. Our parish is like a great ship
travelling through the seas of life in every age.
Some days are calm, tranquil, filled with beauty. Some days are filled with
storms and darkness. The journey continues and we know Jesus’ promise,
“I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)
Grace, Peace, Love,
The Rev. Robert H. Malm

Grace
Notes
Inside this Issue
New Associate Rector ....... 2
May Forums ...................... 3
Sunday School................... 3
Youth News....................... 3
Christian Education........... 4
Parish Communication ..... 5
Music ................................ 6
Palm Sunday Photos ......... 6
Easter Photos .................... 7
Legacy Society................... 8
Flower Delivery ................. 8
Grace-ful Worship ............ 9
From the School.............. 10
Arthur Fund .................... 11
Birthdays ......................... 12
Anniversaries .................. 12
Parish Staff .......................... 12

Worship Schedule
Sunday Schedule
Holy Eucharist Rite I ................... 7:30 am
Child Care .................. 8:45 am–12:45 pm
Children’s Chapel ......... 8:50 am-9:30 am
La Santa Eucaristía ..................... 9:00 am
Choral Eucharist Rite II ............... 9:00 am
Christian Ed classes .................. 10:15 am
Choral Eucharist Rite I .............. 11:15 am
Holy Eucharist Rite II .................. 5:00 pm

Weekday Schedule
Tuesdays, Rite II with healing .... 6:30 pm
Wednesdays, Rite I .................... 7:00 am
Thursdays* .............................. 12:15 pm
*Alternating Rite I and Rite II weekly

About Grace Notes
Grace Notes is published 10 times a year
by Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria,
Virginia – monthly except for combined
July/August and December/January
issues. The deadline for submitting copy
is midnight on the 15th of the preceding
month.

New Associate Rector Called
The Rev. Jason Roberson is a 2017 graduate of Virginia
Theological Seminary, where he served as seminarian here at
Grace from 2015-17. After graduation he was ordained in his
home diocese, the Episcopal Church in South Carolina, and he
has served for the past two years as Assistant Rector at Holy
Cross Faith Memorial Episcopal Church, in Pawleys Island, SC.
Before attending seminary, Father Jason taught Spanish
language and linguistics courses at several universities, and he
also worked as a medical and court interpreter. He is currently a
board member of the Dominican Development Group, and he
has organized and led several mission trips to the Dominican
Republic with the Dominican Episcopal Church.
Father Jason will be primarily responsible for our liturgies in
Spanish with La Gracia but will also be greatly involved across all
ministries at Grace, including our liturgies in English and pastoral
care. He is delighted to be returning to Grace, to reestablish old
friendships, to make new ones, and to partner in ministry with all
of us here. His first Sunday will be July 7.

The next Grace Notes deadline is May 15
for the June issue. Articles should be
submitted by e-mail to
grace.notes@gracealex.org. All articles
are subject to editing.
Grace Church’s newsletter team
includes Amy Barron, Kristine Hesse,
June Huber, Teresa Preston, and Amy
Medrick.

Grace Church is:
A center for worship and fellowship
A school for discipleship and
stewardship
A community for healing and
outreach
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Youth News

Sunday School News

Adult Forums

All May Forums will take place at 10:30 am in the Nave. Please enjoy coffee hour in the
commons and then return to the Nave to hear our speaker.
May 5

Ashley Mather will present her final forum to the parish detailing her two
years with us, her VTS experience and looking ahead to her new ministry.

May 12

Members of the Outreach Committee will introduce the Haiti Micah Project.
The fundraising begins for this important outreach and will run through
Father’s Day in June.

May 19

Join us as we celebrate Teacher Appreciation Sunday. This is the day we
recognize the teachers that commit their time, energy and talents to teaching
the children of our parish as well as hear from our children as to what they
have experienced this year in Sunday school.

May 26

Memorial Day Fellowship Coffee Hour

The final day of Sunday school will be Sunday, May 12. Many thanks to our teachers for their
commitment throughout the program year. The hours of planning, patience, love and
dedication that they give is beyond measure! Also a big shout out to all the parents who
have provided Kids Coffee Hour snacks, but particularly to Sarah Schultz for coordinating the
SignUp Genius and Liz Rugaber and Kimberly Broome for their constant help purchasing and
providing snacks.

The final Sunday Youth Night of the year is Sunday, May 5. Be on the lookout for an email
from your sponsors with details.
Youth Sunday is June 2. This special day will include Senior Sermons, the Rite 13 Ceremony
and youth participation throughout the service. If your child has turned 13 since October,
they are able to participate in the Rite 13 Ceremony. Please email Jenni at
jenni.faires@gracealex.org to add your child’s name.
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From the Assistant to the Rector for Parish Life and Family Ministries
The Christian Education program for the children and young adults at Grace is one of the strongest in
the City of Alexandria! Solid Christian education programs are not built overnight. They take years of
hard work, dedication, and support from an entire church community. However, for them to be
sustained year after year, the congregation must buy into the notion that the teaching of our young
people is not just a responsibility; it is a vow, reaffirmed in the liturgy of each infant baptism.
In my many years of ministry, I have been hard pressed to see a church that has as much volunteer
support for its Christian Education program as Grace. It is my honor and privilege to highlight the
teachers and sponsors for our Sunday school and J2A classes.
Godly Play
Lisa Bellantoni
Betty Mills
Amanda Ruff
Judy Willard

1st – 2nd grade
Leigh Egaas
Allison Guernsey
Erin Kelly

3rd – 4th grade
Paul Bellantoni
Lisa Medley

J2A
Anne Berry
Billy Faires
Greg Ruff
Sarah Shultz

EYC
Summer Jones
Rich Kelly
Howell Medley

J2A
Anne Berry
Billy Faires
Greg Ruff
Sarah Schultz

EYC
Heather Kelly
Matt Madigan

5th – 6th grade
Cindy MacIntyre
Lauren Gustafson

Substitute: Erin White
Rite 13
Chad Eckles
Tracy Enger
Kelly Gable
Rushad Thomas
Heather Wishart-Smith
Sunday Night Youth Sponsors
Rite 13
Tracy Enger
Kelly Gable
Rushad Thomas
Chad Eckles

On Sunday, May 19 we will recognize our teachers during the 9:00 a.m. worship service. During the
Forum hour, we will return to the Nave to celebrate and acknowledge the hard work and dedication of
these committed teachers. Whether or not you have a child in Sunday school, I hope you will plan to
attend. Their year-long commitment to the children of this church is what it takes to build a solid
biblical foundation in our young people. Like Proverbs 22:6 tells us, “Train up a child in the way he
should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.”
Jenni Faires
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Parish Communications
As we move toward summer, we hope that you will stay in regular contact with your parish! In addition
to Grace Notes, there are three other ways to stay connected to Grace on a regular basis. Every Friday,
the parish office publishes an E-News. This email contains up to date information about events,
changes or additions in schedules, death and funeral notices and much more. If you would like to be
added to the E-News mailing list, please contact Amy Medrick at parish.administrator@gracealex.org
or call the church office.
Jenni publishes a Weekly RoundUp, that delivers to your inbox on Wednesday afternoons. Her email
contains news and notes for our children and families, schedules and much more. Please email Jenni at
jenni.faires@gracealex.org to be added to the mailing list.
Our Facebook page is regularly updated. If you haven’t “liked” our page, now is the time! Search Grace
Episcopal Church Alexandria to find us.

Wanted: Parishioners Who Think Outside the Box!
Ever had an idea about how we might be more creative and effective in how we communicate with
both fellow parishioners and those who might be interested in joining Grace Church?
The Communications Committee is looking for new ways to keep our own members informed of news
and developments that effect our parish life, as well as ideas to help us attract and keep new
members.
As part of these efforts, the committee plans to reconstitute itself in hopes of improving our
communications outreach. As such, we are looking for new members willing to join this effort.
If you are interested, send an email to Kristine Hesse (kristine.hesse@gracealex.org) or Cleve Corlett
(cleve.corlett@gracealex.org) and let us know of your availability.
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Music
Feast of the Ascension
There is still much great music ahead as we
round out our choir season. The next feast of
the church is Ascension Day, Thursday, May 30.
At the 7:30 p.m. Festival Holy Eucharist, the
Adult Choir will sing Communion Service in F by
English composer Harold Darke (1888-1976)
and the anthem will be Gerald Finzi’s God is
gone up. I hope you can be present to share in
this joyful and uplifting (literally) feast of the
Church through liturgy, word, and music.
Looking ahead…
Last Handbell Prelude of the Choir Season
Please arrive 10 minutes early to the 9:00 a.m.
service on June 2 to hear the handbells final
prelude of the season. We are doing an
arrangement of the American Folk hymn Holy
Manna (found in The Hymnal 1982, 238 and
580). This unique version of the hymn
combines many different handbell techniques

using mallets and special sound dampening
effects. If you are interested in joining the
handbell choir, now is a great time to think
about it for the fall. We could very much use
your help and it will give us a chance to use all
three octaves of our wonderfully restored
handbells!
Treble Evensong, June 2
The Boys and Girls choir will lead us in Choral
Evensong on June 2 at 5:00 p.m. The canticles
are Magnificat and Nunc dimittis in D Major by
English organist Herbert Sumsion and John
Ireland’s Ex ore innocentium. The choir has
been working on two part harmony this year
and these pieces will highlight their ever
increasing talent. Following the closing
voluntary, the Holy Eucharist Rite I will be
celebrated.
-Richard Newman

Palm Sunday at Grace
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Easter at Grace

Photos by Heather Wishart-Smith and Sherryl Dodd
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Grace Legacy Society
Anamnesis is a word and concept introduced to me by The Rev. Charles P. Price. Dr. Price served as
Professor of Systematic Theology at Virginia Theological Seminary and previously as Principal Preacher
at Harvard University’s chapel. He was an integral contributor to the 1979 Book of Common Prayer and
the 1982 Hymnal.
Dr. Price taught that anamnesis is a liturgical term used by the Church to refer to the memorial
character of the Eucharist, Passion, Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus. This concept of anamnesis is
based on the words of Jesus at the Last Supper, “Do this in memory of me”.
Our Christian faith is based on this remembering of the past, living in the present, and having hope for
the future. As we remember Jesus’ mission of salvation, we seek to live as his disciples in the here and
now, and to make provision for the remembering to continue to future generations. Participation in
the Grace Legacy Society is a means of remembering God’s love in the past and ensuring that it lives
into the future.
Mary Hix

Flower Delivery Ministry
Have you ever wondered what happens to the flowers on the altar each week? On
Monday morning, a volunteer from the Altar Guild comes in and breaks down the
flowers. They make three smaller arrangements and bring them down to the
parish office. This is where the Flower Delivery Ministry steps in. Each Monday
(except during Lent, Advent and on holidays), these volunteer drivers take the
altar flower arrangements to the three Grace parish members designated by the
clergy. The parishioners might be having a birthday or anniversary or it they could
be in the hospital or unable to make it to physically make it to church. Those who have delivered
flowers have found this an enjoyable and rewarding activity. It is a wonderful way to take a bit of Grace
to someone who can’t make it in themselves.
We are currently looking for regular and substitute drivers. It is a very flexible ministry that only takes
an hour or two on the occasional Monday morning. Please contact Mike Reed at (703) 836-4550 or
mike.reed@gracealex.org to volunteer or for more information.
Mike Reed
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Teaching and Learning
Last month I promised that I would write about
worship in places we DO call “church.” Since
that’s a pretty broad topic, let’s examine one
aspect of it: teaching and learning.
Since the Israelites’ exodus
out of Egypt, teaching and
learning has been an integral
part of our faith. We aren’t
taught to worship God
blindly and unthinkingly;
instead, we are encouraged
to listen, question and learn.
God taught Moses what to
say to the people (Exodus
4:12) and Moses, in turn,
taught others to teach the
“statutes and ordinances” by
which they would live
(Deuteronomy 4:1). I imagine
that they shared stories as
well. In fact, the Hebrew
word rabbi means “teacher."
Jesus was called “teacher” by his own disciples
and is recognized as a great teacher by other
religious faiths as well. He taught “as one who
had authority,” even when he was a youth in
the temple (Mark 1:22). He taught through
parables; he shocked people into paying
attention; he asked questions; he employed
visual illustrations and repetition; and he
crafted memorable sayings such as, “Judge not,
and you will not be judged” (Luke 6:37). To the
degree that it was possible for any human
being, he wanted his disciples to understand
the nature of God the Father. His reason
became clear when, after his resurrection, he
gave his disciples the “Great Commission” to
spread his teachings to all the nations of the
world (Matthew 28:16-20).
May 2019 ♦ Grace Notes

The apostle Paul emphasized the importance of
teaching as part of worship: “When you come
together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a
revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let
all things be done for building up” (I Corinthians
14:26). When the earliest
Christians came together, “they
devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the
prayers” (Acts 2:42).
As small and intimate gatherings
evolved into “churches” with large
congregations, teaching methods
evolved as well. For the first 1600
years of Christianity, most people
couldn't read or write. Every
stained-glass window, carving and
statue in medieval churches told a
story. They were not only beautiful
to look at, but they were also very
functional. Some windows and
carvings told a Bible story and the priest could
point to them during his homilies. A father and
mother could point to the statue of a saint and
pass the saint’s story along to their children.
Statues, carvings and stained glass were, for
them, more than art; they were teaching tools.
Let’s fast-forward to modern times. Our Holy
Eucharist worship service has two parts: the
Word of God and the Holy Communion. The
first part is all about teaching and learning. It
always includes a Gospel reading and either an
Old Testament or New Testament Lesson. (Get
it? “Lesson.”) Our non-eucharistic Daily Offices
also have two parts: Lessons and Prayers. So,
the beginning of any Episcopal liturgy is
centered on hearing the Word of God read
directly, and then hearing a sermon or homily
9

that is based upon what was read. Teaching
and learning.
Each week we have the opportunity to grow in
our knowledge of our Creator, who made us
and invited us to learn about Him. We can,
through teaching and learning, directly express
our admiration for God. I believe that learning

itself is a spiritual act—an act of worship. It
draws us closer to God. Furthermore, it teaches
us to become a blessing to those around us; to
be a wellspring of love, peace, and truth; and to
spread the kingdom and its justice in the world,
preparing the way for what is surely to come.
-June Huber

From the School
Spring is always a busy and happy time of year for the School. Our students love outdoor play and
exploration that includes a celebration of Earth Day and outdoor beautification projects. We hold final
assessments in classes and celebrate the academic and social growth in all our students as we finish
the school year.
The spring season also is a time to look forward and begin planning for our next school year. We have
had a healthy admissions season, but we can still welcome new students to Grace. Please be sure to
share the value of a Grace education with your friends and neighbors and encourage them to talk to
our Director of Admissions, Amanda Hungerford, at admissions@graceschoolalex.org.
A highlight in May is our Grandparents/Special Friends Day scheduled for Friday, May 17, which will
also include a Spring Performance to Benefit Financial Aid. We look forward to a lovely morning to
highlight the Grace mission and work toward making a Grace education a reality for more families. This
year the School was able to award well over $175,000 in aid to 20% of our student body who otherwise
would not be able to attend. Part of the financial aid award includes four Shirley Tyler Scholars who
add to our strategic goal of diversity and inclusivity. United in our mission to serve others, we thank
Grace parishioners who would like to support this effort.
There are three ways to support this financial aid fundraiser: place an ad in the printed program, make
a gift of any amount, or buy a raffle ticket ($25/chance) to win $1,000. A donor form is available in the
school office or can be sent to you upon request. You can also visit GraceSchoolAlex.org/Giving to
make a gift online. If you have any questions about this campaign, please contact Julia Byrnes in the
Development Office at jbyrnes@graceschoolalex.org or 703-549-5067.
Blessings to you this Spring!
Patti Culbreth
Head of School
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Vestry Announcement

The Kathleen Arthur Fund for Human Need
The family of Kathleen Arthur asked the Vestry to establish a dedicated fund to assist the
clergy as they help individuals with specific emergency needs. This fund is a memorial in
thanksgiving for Kathleen’s life. She was a life-long member of Grace Church who died in
January. For many years, she and her family lived right down Russell Road in the
Presidential Gardens neighborhood.
The fund will be in addition to the Clergy Discretionary Funds, administered by the Rector
and the Associate Rector with the oversight of the Parish Financial Administrator and
Treasurer. Some of the possible needs include rent assistance, prescriptions, food, travel,
utility bills and clothing. Any parishioner or friend of the parish can donate at any time to the
fund.

My Remembrances of Grace Church
I was born in March of 1925 around the corner from Grace Episcopal Church on
Patrick Street where my entire family, parents, foster parents and grandparents
attended church.
I was baptized there in May of 1925. As I got older, I attended Sunday School, Junior
Auxiliary and participated and enjoyed several other activities for children my age.
As I got older and started attending church with my family, it was instilled in me that
the Church was a very special place; a place of love, reverence and to learn the love
of God. I knew that when we entered those Church doors on Patrick Street each Sunday morning, it
was a place for praying, quietness and listening.
I have a lot of pleasant memories and some not so pleasant from Old Grace Church. After spending a
short time there, at the age of 8 or 9, we moved from the church and the area.
I thank God every day for bringing me back to the new Grace Church. When we moved back to the
area, we lived at Presidential Gardens, just down the street from the existing location.
When we found out the church was moving to the Russell Road site, we felt as if it was now in our
backyard.
We returned to the new Grace church in 1949. As soon as I entered the first time, we knew that we
were home and I continue to have that feeling each time I walk through the doors of the Church.
In Grace Church, old and new, we have something that we never felt in any other church we had
attended; peace, love, caring, friendliness, compassion and the love of God.
As my daughter told Father Malm during the sesquicentennial celebration: “We have so many
memories in these stones from the last sixty-five years.” Our three children were baptized, confirmed
and our two daughters were married in this church.
I no longer live around the corner and the Church is not in my backyard, but I still get here regularly
with assistance from my friends and family and I hope to always be able to walk through those doors.
I love everything about Grace Church. It has been a big part of my life and it always will.
God Bless Grace Church.
Kathleen Arthur
May 2019 ♦ Grace Notes
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Parish Staff

May Birthdays

5/1
5/1
5/4
5/4
5/5
5/6
5/8
5/8
5/9
5/10
5/11
5/11
5/12
5/13
5/13
5/13
5/15
5/16
5/16
5/18
5/19
5/19

Emma Meeks
Richard Wilmer
Mary Blouin
Frank Whitworth IV
Avery Faires
Christian Portillo
Jared Smith
Emily Summers
Vylma Khanna
Amanda Ruff
Lee Meeks
Skitsi Rein
Reg Jones
Leo Schrum
Cindy Shen
Christine Washington
Erin Kelly
Halina Banas-Jones
Mike Dobbs
Gary Carter
Martha Bethea
Jan Wolff

5/20
5/20
5/20
5/22
5/23
5/24
5/24
5/25
5/25
5/25
5/25
5/25
5/26
5/26
5/26
5/27
5/27
5/28
5/29
5/30
5/31

Camila Alvarenga
Mike Barron
John Berry
Alison Campbell
Joe Donovan
Debbie Barker
Madelyn Curry
Duke Chiow
Jeff Chiow
Ramee Gentry
Stewart Hall
Dan Patterini
Nancy Davis
Alexa Melendez
Nicholas Pattarini
Raymond Curry
Doug Miller
Daniel Plunkett
Victoria Portillo
Leigh Egaas
Earl Durand

May Anniversaries

5/1
5/10
5/30
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Lisle & Denise Bean
Chris Kupczyk & Kathy Zucca
Kerry & Kimberly Broome

Robert Malm ................................................... Rector
(rector@gracealex.org)
David Crosby ...... Interim Assistant to the Rector
(interim.asst.rector@gracealex.org)
Jenni Faires ..................................................................
Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries
(family.ministries@gracealex.org)
Richard Newman ..................... Director of Music
(music.director@gracealex.org)
Patti Culbreth ..................................Head of School
(pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Amy Medrick ........................ Parish Administrator
(parish.office@gracealex.org)
Beth Calaman ................... Financial Administrator
(bookkeeper@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez .......................................... Sexton
Ashley Mather ......................................... Seminarian
(Ashley.mather@gracealex.org)
Matthew Machowski ............................. Seminarian
(matthew.machowski@gracealex.org)

Vestry
Executive Committee
Chris Kupczyk ................................. Senior Warden
Anne Caputo .................................... Junior Warden
Mary Stewart ... ..........................................Treasurer
Jennifer Long ............................................... Register
Jean Reed ..................................... Member at Large
Class of 2019
Kelly Gable .................................................... Youth
Erin Kelly .......................................................... TNT
Chris Kupczyk ................................ Senior Warden
Jennifer Long ..................................... School Board
Jean Reed ................................................ Evangelism
Class of 2020
Khacki Berry ........................... Christian Education
Anne Caputo ......... ......................... Junior Warden
Stephen Lovell .................................... Stewardship
Mary Stewart ..............................................Treasurer
Laura Weidenfeld ....................................... Worship
Class of 2021
Paul Bellantoni ........... ...................... School Board
Cleve Corlett ................................ Communications
Diana Jarrett. ....................................... Pastoral Care
Jennifer Pease ............................................ Outreach
Kemp Williams. ......................................Fellowship
Non-Vestry Coordinators
............................................................... Pastoral Care
Tracy Enger ................................ Education/Youth
Kristine Hesse ............................. Communications
Cindy MacIntyre .................................... Evangelism
Lynn Rohrs ............................................. Fellowship
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Judy Willard ................................................
Outreach

