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  From the Senior Warden 

Beginning the Next Chapter 
 

And so we close one chapter of Grace Church's 165-year history and 
prepare to begin another. By the time you read this, Father Malm's 30 
years as rector of Grace Church will have concluded, as will our 
celebrations and grand sendoff for both him and Leslie. On behalf of the 
vestry, here is a brief update on what we've been up to and what will 
happen next.  
 
The vestry has been working with the Diocese of Virginia's transition 
minister over the past couple of months to identify an interim rector. An 
interim rector typically serves as a "caretaker" following the departure 
of a rector. The interim helps the parish discern what qualities it should 
seek in a new rector, and he or she also asks questions about our 
practices and procedures to help us decide if there are things we need 
to modify or change. The wardens, vestry, and staff will work with the 
interim to manage the life and work of the parish during this transition 
time. 
 
At our September meeting, the vestry interviewed an interim rector 
candidate. We cannot identify the individual yet, but we can share that 
the candidate has been a longtime rector, has a strong background in 
pastoral work and stewardship, and is comfortable with high church 
worship. As this article goes to press, the diocese, vestry, and the 
candidate are moving forward to try to reach an agreement on an 
appointment. As a reminder, the canons of the Episcopal Church and 
the Diocese of Virginia stipulate that the bishop appoints an interim 
rector in consultation with the vestry. 
 
In October, the vestry will begin the process of selecting a new rector 
search committee, now called a discernment committee.  
 continued on page 2 
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Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday Schedule 
Holy Eucharist Rite I ................... 7:30 am  
Child Care .................. 8:45 am–12:45 pm 
Children’s Chapel ......... 8:50 am-9:30 am  
La Santa Eucaristía ..................... 9:00 am  
Choral Eucharist Rite II ............... 9:00 am  
Christian Ed classes .................. 10:15 am  
Choral Eucharist Rite I .............. 11:15 am  
Holy Eucharist Rite II .................. 5:00 pm 
 

Weekday Schedule  
Tuesdays, Rite II with healing .... 6:30 pm 
Wednesdays, Rite I .................... 7:30 am 
Thursdays*  .............................. 12:15 pm 
 
*Alternating Rite I and Rite II weekly 
 

 

 

About Grace Notes 
 

Grace Notes is published 10 times a year 
by Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria, 
Virginia – monthly except for combined 
July/August and December/January 
issues. The deadline for submitting copy 
is midnight on the 15th of the preceding 
month.  
 
The next Grace Notes deadline is 
October 15 for the November issue. 
Articles should be submitted by e-mail 
to grace.notes@gracealex.org. All 
articles are subject to editing.  
 
Grace Church’s newsletter team 
includes Amy Barron, Kristine Hesse, 
June Huber, Teresa Preston, and Amy 
Medrick. 
 

Grace Church is: 
A center for worship and fellowship 

A school for discipleship and 
stewardship 

A community for healing and 
outreach 

From the Associate Rector 

 
Change, Gratitude, and Generosity 

 
The past three months have been a wonderful time of transition 
for me here at Grace, full of the excitement as well as the 
challenge of unexpected change. Isn’t that what life is about so 
many times? The surprise of unexpected change challenges us 
to rise to the occasion and say, “I will, with God’s help!” 
 
We have rejoiced together and done some mourning together 
during the past month, as we celebrated 30 years of ministry 
with Father Malm and Leslie.  Now we move into a time of 
change, together as a parish. Transition is never easy, but our 
Grace family is strong, and we will continue to grow and flourish 
in the coming months and years. 
 
 continued on page 3 

Beginning The Next Chapter from page 1 
 

The discernment committee begins by preparing a parish portfolio 
(formerly known as a parish profile) prior to advertising the 
position. Next, the discernment committee will select and 
interview applicants. Finally, the discernment committee will 
recommend a final candidate to the vestry. The vestry must 
approve that recommendation, and, with the bishop's 
concurrence, issue a call to the candidate as the new rector. We 
expect this process to take at least a year, which is typical for 
rector searches. 
 

Some of you have expressed interest to the vestry in serving on 
the discernment committee. The vestry is grateful for your interest 
and willingness to serve. We can make no promises about whom 
we will ask at this time; however, please know that we will work 
diligently to ensure that it consists of individuals from a broad 
cross section of the parish and who possess a variety of skill sets, 
personalities, and styles. 
 
Our next chapter now begins. As always, please let one of the 
vestry know if you have questions about our plans for the next 
several months.  

Chris Kupczyk 
Senior Warden 

   
 
 
 
 Robert H. Malm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:grace.notes@gracealex.org


October 2019 ♦ Grace Notes  3 
 
 

 

 

From the Associate Rector from page 2 

 
I believe that gratitude is always the way forward during times of change. With grateful hearts we 
give thanks for the past 30 years, and we give thanks for the legacy left here in this place by Father 
Malm. Gratitude moves us to take inventory for all the blessings of our lives and our parish, which 
then gives us the strength and courage to move ahead. 
 
Gratitude, in turn, makes way for generosity. Now more than ever, during times of transition and 
change, we are called to give generously of our time, our talents, and our treasure. This parish needs 
each and every one of us to give generously, to come together as one community as we rise to the 
occasion. Gratitude is at the very heart of stewardship—we are stewards, caretakers, of Grace 
Church, and our gratitude and love for this place allow us to freely give. 
 
What better words of gratitude than those we find just before we come to the altar for communion: 
“The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.” May we always feed on him in our hearts and 
be thankful—may this be our continued prayer in the months and years to come. 
 

Thanks be to God! 
 Jason Roberson 
 Associate Rector 
 

 

 
Grace Episcopal School 

 

Another great school year to Begin with Grace! We are happy to welcome 111 students in grades 
preschool through fifth grade. The hallways are alive with new energy, new friends and new 
assignments. We are proud to nurture the whole child, intellectually, spiritually, physically and 
socially. 
 

A highlight of the fall will be having our children sing at the National Cathedral during National 
Episcopal Schools Day. Our choir is busy rehearsing On Eagles Wings. We are honored to represent 
our school and our faith at this important service. 
 

We ask God to bless Father Malm in his retirement, and we are grateful for his service to Grace 
and his support of the school. We look forward to working with the Interim Rector and Father 
Roberson through this leadership transition. 
 

Patti Culbreth 
Head of School 
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   Gala Reception 
September 27, 2019 
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The Return of Gifts during the Ending of the Pastoral Relationship 
September 29, 2019 
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All Parish Farewell 
September 29, 2019 
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Family Ministries 
 
As we begin a new programming year, I would like to recognize and thank the many volunteers who 
will be serving as Sunday School teachers and youth sponsors for the 2019-2020 school year. As I have 
said before, the number of parishioners willing to commit themselves to a one- or two-year term of 
Christian education service is impressive and inspiring. God has given us each a gift for use in his 
kingdom, and I am grateful that the children of Grace Church have so many adult mentors willing to 
use their spiritual gift in service to their teaching. Please take the list below and place it in your Bible 
or in your place of prayer and add these names to your daily prayer regime. The prayerful support of 
the entire parish will be felt by each of our teachers! 

 
Sunday School Teachers and Youth Sponsors 2019-2020 
Vestry Coordinator for Christian Formation: Khacki Berry 
Vestry Youth Coordinator: Kelly Gable 
 
Godly Play (prekindergarten) Kindergarten - 1st  2nd and 3rd Grade 
Lisa Bellantoni Leigh Egass  Erin Kelly 
Jenny and Nate Cline* Allison Guernsey Bill Malone*  
Betty Mills 
Sabrina Reilly* 
 
5th and 6th Grade Floater Substitutes: 
Paul Bellantoni Donna Hall Amanda Ruff 
Cindy MacIntyre  Erin White   
 Beth Yancey  
 Catie Beard (Godly Play) 
 
Rite 13 (6th and 7th Grade) J2A (8th and 9th Grade) EYC (10th and 12th Grade) 
Alison Campbell Tracy Enger AM     
Chrissie Crosby Kelly Gable Billy Faires   
Lauren Gustafson Scott Knudson*  Rich Kelly    
Howell Medley  Nancy Lorentz   
Heather Wishart-Smith  PM   
 Heather Kelly   
     
*denotes first time teachers or youth sponsors 
     
 Jenni Faires 
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Youth News 
 

Two Opportunities to Spread the Word About Grace! 
 

October 5 - Art on the Avenue 
 

Grace will once again be represented at Art on the Avenue, the premier street 
fair in Del Ray, Saturday, October 5. We need volunteers to face paint, hand out 
water and talk to the visitors who are around our tent. This is a wonderful 
evangelism opportunity to take Grace out into the community! Email Jenni at 
jenni.faires@gracealex.org if you are interested in volunteering for all or part of 
the day. 
 
 
 

 
October 6 - Blessing of the Pets 

 
The annual Blessing of the Pets will take place in the St. Francis 
garden at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 6. We hope to see you and 
your special pet – and don’t forget to invite a friend or neighbor! 
 
 
 

 
 

October 6 – Youth Night Dinner 
We invite our youth and parents to this special evening from 5:30-8:00 p.m, celebrating the beginning 
of a new program year. Dinner will be provided. Following the meal, each group will have a different 
evening program. Details are being provided through email. 

 
October 20 – Youth Sunday 
If you have a child who has turned thirteen over the summer, please contact Jenni to be included in 
the Rite 13 portion of the service. 
 

October 26 – Trunk or Treat 
 
We Need YOU to make this event a HUGE success! 
 
Jenni is looking for a few good volunteers to help organize Trunk or 
Treat to make it bigger and better than ever! If interested, contact 
Jenni by email at jenni.faires@gracealex.org. 
 
The Del Ray community and the children of Grace Church and School 
are invited to celebrate the sights and sounds of Halloween at Trunk or 

 

mailto:jenni.faires@gracealex.org
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Treat! A fun afternoon of trick or treating and activities will take place in the Grace Church parking lot 
on October 26 from 4:00-5:30 p.m. Our youth will be face painting, crafting and greeting and we hope 
that everyone else will bring a car (decorated for the season) and a basket of candy to welcome our 
children and neighbors and spread good cheer. Prizes will be awarded to the top three decorated 
cars! 

 
November 1-3 – PYM Senior High Weekend at Shrine Mont 
The link to sign up forms will be emailed the first week of October. Deadline for registration is Sunday, 
October 20. 

 
 

 
 

Music Notes 
 

Richard Newman 
Director of Music 

 

 
 

  

October Choral 
Evensong 
Please mark your calendars 
for Choral Evensong on 
October 20 at 5:00 p.m. 
sung by the Boys and Girls 
Choir and the 11:15 Adult 
Choir. The music is Charles 
Villiers Stanford’s 
Magnificat and Nunc 
Dimittis in B-flat and 
Gardiner’s Evening Hymn. 
Please invite a friend to this 
beautiful 45-minute 
evening service. The Holy 
Eucharist Rite I 
immediately follows the 
closing organ voluntary. 
 
 

Organ Concert for the 10th 
Anniversary of the Organ  
Concert  
Organist Robert McCormick 
will present an organ concert 
in celebration of the 10th 
anniversary of the Di Generro-
Hart Organ on Friday, October 
25 at 7:30 p.m. A new work for 
organ, commissioned by 
Michael Heintz, will be 
premiered. A festive reception 
will follow the concert. A 
freewill offering may be made 
to help fund the music 
program at Grace 

Handbell and 9 a.m. Choir 
Members Needed 
Please consider joining the 
Handbell Choir or 9 a.m. Adult 
Choir. We are in need of three 
people who can commit to 
weekly Thursday night 
rehearsals from 6:30-7:20 p.m. 
for handbells. This choir offers 
the prelude to the 9 a.m. service 
once a month. The 9 a.m. Adult 
Choir rehearsal is on 
Wednesdays from 7:30-9 p.m. 
We have four regular members 
and need more to sing pieces in 
parts. If you are interested in 
joining, please contact me at 
richard.newman@gracealex.org. 

 

Notice: June Huber was the author of “Spiritual Direction” in the July/August issue. Her name was 
inadvertently omitted. 
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Grace-ful Worship 

The Sign of the Cross 
 
I grew up in the Missouri Synod Lutheran Church; we didn’t “cross ourselves” and I was envious of my 
many Roman Catholic friends who did.  Brad grew up in the Presbyterian Church, and they didn’t do it 
either.  As soon as I was introduced to the Episcopal Church, I began to enthusiastically make the sign 
of the cross – sometimes imperfectly and often at unusual times. Over time I learned more about 
how, when and why some -- and only some -- Episcopalians do it.  I’m happy to share with you what 
I’ve learned, and I hope I don’t pass on anything terribly incorrect. 
 
I’ve seen people cross themselves all the time – is it superstitious, like warding off the evil eye?  
Making the sign of the cross is a fundamentally Christian act. If we make it superstitious or do it 
without thinking, we are denying its fundamental purpose. Like all prayers, the sign of the cross 
should be made with reverence; we shouldn't rush through it. For instance, as I cross myself I always 
say the silent prayer, “in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Are Episcopalians “supposed to” make the sign of the cross? No. As with many of our actions, one of 
my favorite aphorisms applies: “All may, some should, none must.” Most Protestant and Independent 
churches don’t do it because one tenet of the early Protestant movement was to avoid 
“ceremonialism and outward signs.” Many Anglicans can, and do, because our break from the Roman 
Catholic Church was different. “High church” Episcopalians tend to do it a lot more -- and practice 
other “ceremonies and outward signs” -- while members of a “low church” don’t. Grace Church, with 
all its “bells and smells,” is a high church. But some of our members cross themselves and some don’t. 
It’s a personal choice. I do it because it feels right for me to do it. 
 
Why do people make the sign of the cross? What does it represent? I think, in all cases, it indicates 
belief in the Holy Trinity, the “Triune God.” When we sign ourselves, we are marking ourselves as 
Christians. Beyond that, depending upon who you ask, you may get different answers to these 
questions. Some think of it as an abbreviated form of the Apostles’ Creed. It’s also a way to remind 
yourself of God’s presence. The sign of the cross is used to call God's blessing upon our own selves, 
and to bless others or things. Through it, we remind ourselves of God's love for us, of the sacrifice 
Jesus made to give us eternal life, and of the presence of the Holy Spirit within us. It gives us a way to 
express our belief in Jesus' death and our hope in the Resurrection. It’s an act of sanctification, setting 
ourselves apart for Christ, under and in his cross. And, finally, the sign of the cross can be a prayer all 
by itself. Not all prayers are made with words. Prayers can also be made by gestures. Because we’re 
both body and soul, we can pray with either – or both. 
 
Where and when should someone make the sign of the cross? It depends. During the Second 
Century, Tertullian wrote: “at every forward step and movement, at every going in and out, when we 
put on our clothes and shoes, when we bathe, when we sit at the table, when we light the lamps, when 
on the couch, on a seat, and in all the ordinary actions of daily life, we trace the sign upon our 
foreheads.” Tertullian wanted us to remember that we always belong to Christ. That’s a bit much for 
me -- and for most people I know -- but there are certain times that people commonly do it.  
Inside Grace Church, during our worship, we routinely make the sign of the cross at certain times: 
whenever the priest crosses himself or herself, and when he or she blesses you or signifies the 
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forgiveness of your sins by making the sign of the cross over you; any time we or the priest say the 
“Trinitarian formula” – “(In the name of) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” – such as at the very 
beginning of the Eucharist; at the conclusion of the Gloria (“Glory be to God on high…”); at the end of 
the Nicene Creed when we say “resurrection of the dead,” because the sign of the cross represents 
Christ’s victory over death; at the second part of the Sanctus (“Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord”); and before receiving the bread and wine at communion. 
At the beginning of the Gospel reading, many people make a very small sign of the cross three times: 

on the forehead, on the lips, and over the heart. This signifies that we 
want to receive the Word of God in our minds and our hearts and 
proclaim it from our lips. 
Outside of church we can make the sign of the cross when we ask God 
to bless another person, our food, our house or an object. In effect, we 
are setting that person or object apart as holy in Christ and giving 
thanks to God for it.  
 
What’s the right way to do it?  Here’s a helpful photo. The three fingers 
together symbolize the three Persons of the Trinity—Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit -- and the two fingers together symbolize the divine and 
human natures of Jesus Christ. With our hand in position, we trace 
Christ’s cross upon our forehead, our heart, our left shoulder and our 
right shoulder. Some people (like me) return our hand to our heart after 
the second shoulder. That way, it feels complete. 

 June Huber
 

  
  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Sprucing up the Gardens at Grace  
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Top Ten Reasons to Join  
Grace Church 

(What I’ll Miss Most) 
 

Hi  10.  History and Traditions 
9.   9. Diocese of Virginia; Region 4 
8.   8. Youth 
7.   7. Music 
6.   6. Location 
5.   5. School 
4.   4. Mission 
3.   3. Church and Campus 
2.   2. Sacramental Worship 
1.   1. People 

Top Ten Memorable Events 
during My Thirty Years at Grace 

 
 
1 10. All the ordinations and baptisms   
  (especially two of my grandchildren being 
   baptized at Grace) 
9.  9. 70th Anniversary on Russell Road – 2018 
8.  8. 25th Anniversary of Call to Grace and  
  return from accident – 2014 
7.  7. Boston Marathon bombing – 2013 
6.  6. Organ and Loft expansion – 2011 
5.  5. 150th Celebrations – 2005 
4.  4. 9/11/2001 
3.  3. Building Project – 1993-95 
2.  2. James’ birth and baptism – 1991 

1.  1. Call and start up – 1989 

 
Top Ten Challenges Ahead for Grace 

 
 10. Weekday Eucharists and special services 
9.  9. Diocese 
8.  8. Increasing endowment for G.E.S. 
7.  7. Outreach and mission 
6.  6. Capital Improvements (especially –   
  Merrow Hall elevator and parking lot) 
5.  5. Annual Stewardship 
4.  4. Legacy Society and building Grace Trust 
3.  3. Diversity 
2.  2. Growth. 
1.  1. Search and Call new Rector 

 

Father Malm’s Top Ten Lists presented at his last Adult Forum 
September 22, 2019 

October Forums 
 Oct. 6 – A Road Map for the Weeks Ahead with the Wardens and Fr. Jason 
 Oct. 13 - Fellowship Coffee Hour 
 Oct 20 - Update from Wardens on Rector search 
 Oct 27 - Father Jason  
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Shrine Mont 2019 
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Sesquicentennial Nave Needlepoint Kneeler Project is Completed 

  

On Sunday, September 22, 
2019, Father Malm dedicated 
the 83rd memorial needlepoint 
kneeler in the nave, marking 
the end of an exciting long-
term project launched in 2005 
to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the founding of 
Grace Church. 

 
All of the old “leather” kneeler 
covers have been replaced 
with needlepoint. When 
worshipers sitting in a pew pull 
a kneeler forward, they will see 
an exquisite hand-stitched 
needlepoint cover. The designs 
are inspired from Grace 
Church’s history and liturgy, 
Bible verses and stories, and 
the beauty of God’s creation. 
Backgrounds are done in bright 
red wool yarn with a 
reinforcing basket-weave 
stitch. Needlepoint experts 
have predicted the quality of 
the stitching and the materials 
used for these kneelers could 
result in an estimated 100-year 
useful life. 
 
Materials, installation, long-
term repairs and upkeep for 
the kneelers have been paid 
for by donations given as 
memorial gifts to Grace 
Church. 
 
Patricia (Tricia) Lamb Bamford 
created forty original designs 
and produced computerized 
instructions for each of them. 

As the project began, Constance 
(Connie) Noland Troyer offered 
free lessons in needlepoint 
technique to volunteer stitchers. 
Kits for each kneeler were 
assembled by Connie and Tricia. 
They contained a binder with 
instructions, the printed design, 
German Zweigart 13-mesh 
mono weave canvas cut to the 
required size, and assorted 
colors of Paternayan wool. 
Stitchers precisely counted each 
stitch into a grid penciled onto 
the canvas following the 
detailed pattern. It wasn’t an 
easy task. 

 
As each cover was finished, Dick 
Troyer and, later, Peter and 
Charlie Iovino were responsible 
for removing the wooden 
kneeler base from the pew 
where it was to be placed, 
delivering the base and the 
needlepointed canvas to a local 
professional where it was 
mounted over new padding and 
attached to the base, before 
returning it to the church. 
 
Ruth Corlett created two 
Memorial Books containing a 
history of this Sesquicentennial 
project and other needlepoint in 
Grace Church. Each nave 
kneeler can be identified by 
cross-referenced indexes of 
donors, dedications, and 
stitchers, with illustrations of 
the designs. These books will be 

kept on permanent display 
in the Narthex so visitors in 
future years can find a 
kneeler that perhaps was 
dedicated to a loved one or 
stitched by a family 
member. Ruth also made a 
map and updated it over the 
fourteen-year period as 
kneelers were installed. It 
shows the location of each 
one with names of donors, 
stitchers and designs. Maps 
are available in the tract 
racks. 

 
Sixty-five generous donors 
made it possible to create 
the kneelers. Thirty-three 
parishioners and friends 
volunteered to stitch them 
and many of them finished 
more than one. Twenty-two 
kneelers were stitched by 
Brad Bergmann; eighteen by 
Michelle Cox; and eight by 
Melanie Lund. 

 
The final kneeler, dedicated 
by Father Malm one week 
before his retirement, was 
donated by Sharon and Phil 
Hickok and stitched by Brad 
Bergmann. Fittingly, the 
design named Jewels of 
Light, is dedicated as a 
memorial “In Thanksgiving 
for Father Bob Malm and His 
Ministry to Our Family and 
Grace Church”. 
  
 continued on page 15 
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Sesquicentennial Nave 
Needlepoint Kneeler Project 
from page 14 
 

Members of the original 
Sesquicentennial Nave 
Needlepoint Kneeler Project 
were: Tricia Bamford 
(designer, organizer, buyer of 
materials); Connie Troyer 
(organizer, instructor, original 
finance manager, design 
reviewer, editor, buyer of 
materials, initial donor 
contact); Ruth Corlett 
(memorial books, scheduler 
of dedications); Anne Caputo 
(project historian); and 
Dorothy Bakke (Altar Guild 
Needlepoint Chair). 
 
Thanks and congratulations 
are due to the vast number of 
people who made these 
magnificent kneelers possible. 
They are treasured memorials 
to the glory of God and to 
past, present and future 
generations of parishioners of 
Grace Church. 
 

Ruth Corlett 
Sesquicentennial Nave 

Needlepoint Kneeler Project 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk of Love /  
Caminar en Amor 

September 15, 2019 
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The HVAC construction is over, 
and the parish library is again 
open for your business and 
enjoyment. Please drop in.  
 
During the Conversations with 
the Clergy session on Saturday 
morning at Shrine Mont, Father 
Malm and Father Roberson 
responded to a question asking 
them to name their favorite 
theologians. Father Malm 
indicated Karl Barth and Father 
Roberson said Henri Nouwen. 
Although I had heard of both 
men, I admit I was unfamiliar 
with their works. A little 
checking in the library 
uncovered several Henri 
Nouwen books on the shelves. 
When I poked my head into 
Father Malm’s office, and told 
him I was going to feature 
Nouwen and Barth in my article, 
he pulled several books by both 
authors from his bookcase and 
promptly donated them to the 
library. 
 
Although I have not read any of 
these books yet, I have learned 
that Henri Nouwen was a Dutch 
Roman Catholic priest who was 
a prolific author, lecturer, and 
spiritual guide. He spent much 
time in the United States 
teaching at Notre Dame, Yale, 
and Harvard. Nouwen wrote 
nearly 40 books (all of them 
apparently fairly short, judging 
by the ones in our collection) 
and hundreds of articles. He was 
known for his ability to write in 
relatively simple and relatable 

terms about pastoral and 
spiritual matters. In a survey by 
Christian Century in 2003, he 
was named by Catholic and 
Protestant mainline clergy as 
their favorite author on 
theological issues. Although a 
Catholic priest, he appeared on 
Robert Schuller’s Tower of 
Power television show several 
times. Nouwen spent the last 
few years of his life in Canada as 
a pastor to a community of 
people with intellectual 
disabilities. 
 
Among the Nouwen works in 
our collection, Father Malm 
especially recommends In the 
Name of Jesus, Reflections on 
Christian Leadership. (This book, 
from Father Malm’s personal 
library, contains notes and 
underlinings by the Rector 
himself.) Another, Seeds of 
Hope, edited by Robert 
Durback, is a selection of 
passages from other Nouwen 
works, which the editor 
describes as an excellent 
introduction to the noted 
theologian. 
 
Karl Barth has been called the 
greatest theologian of the 20th 
Century. In thumbing through 
the three Barth books donated 
by Father Malm, Church 
Dogmatics, a Selection, 
Dogmatics in Outline, and 
Homiletics, I quickly determined 
that Barth can be heavy going 
and way too daunting for me. 
(The full version of Dogmatics, 

for example, fills five 
volumes.) These new entries 
to the library catalogue have 
been described as an 
excellent summary and 
introduction to Barthian 
theology, however. While 
Barth is probably not for the 
casual reader, these new 
additions to the parish library 
collection would be valuable 
for the serious student. These 
particular volumes have been 
well used, underlined, and 
have a number of 
handwritten notes that might 
assist anyone with the will 
and enthusiasm to embark on 
a quest to more deeply 
appreciate and understand 
our former Rector’s favorite 
theologian. 
 
Whatever spiritual and 
theological “reads” you may 
be seeking in the coming 
months and however robust 
or casual your quest for new 
ideas may be, know that the 
library is back and open for 
business—and more 
comfortable than ever in 
terms of climate control! Our 
collection—newly expanded 
with some of Father Malm’s 
contributions—is there for 
you, and you are most 
welcome to explore its varied 
works. Among them may be 
the offerings of authors who 
could become your personal 
favorite theologian. 
 
 Jay O’Malley 
 

From the Library 
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Successful Summer Upgrades to our Church Facility 
 
Over the summer, the church facilities seemed rather chaotic, but it was all with the future in mind. 
We had a number of renovations and upgrades taking place, the most obvious of which was the HVAC 
renovation. Most of the building now has a new system and thermostats in almost every room so that 
we no longer are relying on a thermostat in one area to control the temperature in another. It also 
means we no longer have air handler units on the roof that could leak into the tower rooms as has 
happened several times in the last few years. There are a few spaces in the building that use more 
recently replaced air handler units and we did not replace those. Those units include the nave, the 
choir loft, the rooms along the “I-95 corridor”, the food pantry and the music/finance office. 
 
While the ceilings were open, we also upgraded our communication wiring throughout the building 
and added several LAN drops to rooms that didn’t have a connection before. This will make the 
internet connection for the staff much faster. We upgraded and added a number of Meraki wireless 
access points throughout the building. When you are looking for Wi-Fi for your phone or other device, 
you will now find a school, church, and guest network. If you need the guest login information, please 
ask a staff member. We will also have the guest password posted in the building. There are some 
places with better coverage than others, but you can get at least a little bit throughout the building. 
We are holding steady for now and seeing where it shakes out before we make any adjustments. 
 
Just as the wiring work fit in with the HVAC work, so did upgrading our church management software. 
When we upgraded our wiring it seemed a good time to switch away from our old server, which was 
having issues with being out of date, to a cloud-based church management system—Breeze. Breeze 
allows the church staff to be able to work from anywhere with an internet connection. It also provides 
the congregation with an online interface and a phone app where you can maintain your profile, view 
your contributions, access an online directory of parishioners and see an events calendar. It has 
already proved quite useful in registration forms as we have used it for Shrine Mont, the Gala 
Reception and Sunday School. 
 
Grace Episcopal School, in conjunction with the church, completed a water abatement project over 
the summer to keep the classrooms that have ground level windows from flooding. It seemed like 
every time we had one of those pop-up rainstorms, the window wells for those first-floor classrooms 
would flood. In addition to the abatement project, the church also arranged to have the drain 
suctioned last spring to help with decreasing the water run-off. 
 
Another physical change to the church facility is new carpeting in the nursery, sacristy and the church 
offices. As the carpet was quite old in these rooms, we had it replaced and we hope that it will be 
another 20 years before we have to do that again! 
 
We’ve made great strides over the summer, but, as I’m sure any of you who have done renovations 
know, once you fix one thing, you start noticing everything else. We continue to have work to do, just 
a little bit at a time. Next up, the stained-glass windows… 

Amy Medrick 
Parish Administrator 
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10/1 Kate Lorentz 
10/3 Charles Morris 
10/4 Ruth Corlett 
10/5 Harley Hughes 
10/5 Sheng Davis 
10/6 June Huber 
10/6 Anne Berry 
10/7 Wendy Murphy 
10/7 Walter Moore 
10/8 Charlie Iovino 
10/8 Barry Joyner 
10/8 Susan Merritt Nelsen 
10/9 Alexandra Smith 
10/9 David Holiday 
10/11 James Ruff 
10/12 Puddy Blunden 
10/14 Ford Chinworth 
10/14 Kate Winstead 
10/14 Hector Lopez Bonilla 
10/15 Charles Nelson 
10/15 Lisa Medley 
10/15 Laura Laemmle Weidenfeld 
10/16 Michael Laemmle 
10/17 Hannah Osborne 
10/17 Nicholas Winkel 
10/18 Mary Barnes 
10/18 Merrin Winkel 
10/18 Christine Byrnes 
10/19 Beth Yancey 
10/19 William Corley 
10/20 Tricia Bamford 
10/20 Amber Lopez 
10/20 David Koegel 
10/22 Jay Legere 
10/23 Jacqueline Klein 
10/25  Paul Rugaber 
10/27 Paul Hanley 
20/27 Bill Malone 
10/28 Esther Morales 
10/29 Willem Schultz 
10/29 Christine Harris 
10/30 Benjamin Kong 
10/31 Pedro Hernandez 
 

Parish Staff 
Jason Roberson ........................... Associate Rector 
(assoc.rector@gracealex.org) 
Jenni Faires ..................................................................  
Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries 
 (family.ministries@gracealex.org) 
Richard Newman .....................  Director of Music 
 (music.director@gracealex.org) 
Patti Culbreth ..................................Head of School 
 (pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org) 
Amy Medrick ........................ Parish Administrator 
 (parish.office@gracealex.org) 
Beth Calaman ................... Financial Administrator 
 (bookkeeper@gracealex.org) 
Pedro Hernandez .......................................... Sexton 
Matthew Machowski.............................. Seminarian 
(matthew.machowski@gracealex.org) 
 
 

Vestry 
Executive Committee 
Chris Kupczyk ................................. Senior Warden 
Anne Caputo .................................... Junior Warden 
Mary Stewart ... ..........................................Treasurer 
Jennifer Long ............................................... Register 
Jean Reed .....................................  Member at Large  
 
Class of 2019  
Kelly Gable  .................................................... Youth  
Erin Kelly .......................................................... TNT 
Chris Kupczyk  ................................ Senior Warden  
Jennifer Long ..................................... School Board 
Jean Reed ................................................ Evangelism  
 
Class of 2020  
Khacki Berry ........................... Christian Education 
Anne Caputo ................................... Junior Warden 
Stephen Lovell  ....................................  Stewardship  
Mary Stewart ............................................. Treasurer 
Laura Weidenfeld ....................................... Worship  
 
Class of 2021  
Paul Bellantoni ........... ...................... School Board  
Cleve Corlett ................................ Communications  
Diana Jarrett. ....................................... Pastoral Care 
Jennifer Pease............................................. Outreach 
Kemp Williams. ......................................Fellowship  
 
Non-Vestry Coordinators 
............................................................... Pastoral Care 
Tracy Enger ................................ Education/Youth 
Kristine Hesse ............................. Communications 
Cindy MacIntyre .................................... Evangelism 
Lynn Rohrs ............................................. Fellowship 
Judy Willard ................................................ Outreach 
 
 

 

October Birthdays 
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