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All Saints of Grace, Rejoice!

From the Assistant for
…in the multitude of your saints you have surrounded us
with a great cloud of witnesses, that we might rejoice in
their fellowship, and run with endurance the race that is
set before us…
(Proper Preface for All Saints, BCP p. 380)
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This preface that we hear on All Saints Sunday comes directly from St.
Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews (12:1). Paul encourages members of the
newly formed Church in Jerusalem to stay the course, not to lose heart,
and to rejoice in their community, no matter how difficult the days to
come may be. As we move toward All Saints Sunday on November 3 and
then on to Advent and into the new Church year and Christmastide, I
encourage us all to say together, “All Saints of Grace, Rejoice!”
We have so much to give thanks for here at Grace. This parish
community is a ‘holy communion’ (of both the living and the dead) that
surrounds us in prayer and supports each and every day. We are
sustained by those who have gone before us, and we are encouraged
and supported by those with whom we share this place, as we run life’s
race together. As St. Paul teaches, we too are reminded that the
challenges of living together in Christian community are real and
present.
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For us here at Grace, change is the challenge that we are facing during
this time. As we continue our search for an interim rector and then a
new rector, stress and anxiety can easily make their way into our daily
lives. Change is never easy, but if any parish community can handle it,
Grace certainly can! Grace is growing and flourishing, and I can’t wait to
see what the future holds for all of us.
continued on p. 2
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Worship Schedule
Sunday Schedule
Holy Eucharist Rite I ................... 7:30 am
Child Care .................. 8:45 am–12:45 pm
Children’s Chapel ......... 8:50 am-9:30 am
La Santa Eucaristía ..................... 9:00 am
Choral Eucharist Rite II............... 9:00 am
Christian Ed classes .................. 10:15 am
Choral Eucharist Rite I.............. 11:15 am
Holy Eucharist Rite II .................. 5:00 pm

Weekday Schedule
Tuesdays, Rite II with healing .... 6:30 pm
Wednesdays, Rite I .................... 7:30 am
Thursdays* .............................. 12:15 pm
*Alternating Rite I and Rite II weekly

During this time of transition, I also encourage us all to think about
how we can give even more of our time, talent, and treasure.
Grace needs individual support from its parishioners now more
than ever, through volunteering, through service, and through
pledging. Simply put—we need more help in our ministries, and
we need more financial support during this time of change. I am
prayerfully considering my pledge for 2020 and how I can possibly
give more than I have in the past—I hope that all of you will do the
same. Now is the time for us to come together like never before,
to run the race with endurance, and to rejoice in the future of
Grace Church.
Please know that my door is always open if you want to talk (or
just vent!) or pray together. Call the church office to make an
appointment with me, or email me at
jason.roberson@gracealex.org.
All Saints of Grace, rejoice!
-Father Jason

About Grace Notes
Grace Notes is published 10 times a year
by Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria,
Virginia – monthly except for combined
July/August and December/January
issues. The deadline for submitting copy
is midnight on the 15th of the preceding
month.
The next Grace Notes deadline is
November 15 for the December/January
issue. Articles should be submitted by email to grace.notes@gracealex.org. All
articles are subject to editing.
Grace Church’s newsletter team
includes Amy Barron, Kristine Hesse,
June Huber, Teresa Preston, and Amy
Medrick.

Grace Church is:
A center for worship and fellowship
A school for discipleship and
stewardship
A community for healing and
outreach

From the Assistant for Family Ministries and Evangelism

Ready, Set, Pledge
What a difference a year makes! I was reviewing my article from
November 2018 and nowhere in my 2018 mind would I have
imagined we would have finished a major HVAC project, hired a
new associate rector and moved through the celebration of
ministry and retirement for Father Malm in a single year. I am a
bit tired even thinking about it! And while very little in life is
constant, change is one thing that is for certain. But with great
change comes the need for some areas to remain steady. The
area on many of our minds is the upcoming pledge campaign. I
would love to issue a challenge: how about we move past our
pledge amount from last year to show the incoming (hopefully
in 2020) rector that the finances of Grace Church will not be his
or her primary concern! Wouldn’t that be amazing? It is entirely
in our capacity to make this happen.
There are two easy ways to make a pledge:
1. Fill out the pledge card and return it on Sunday,
November 10 during a worship service, mail it in to the
church office, or drop the card in an offering plate.
2. Use the online form at www.gracealex.org/pledge-form/
continued on p. 3
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If you are on automatic payments through your bank or use a recurrent payment on your credit card,
we ask that you still fill out a pledge card. We factor all pledges when making a budget.
Why is the Assistant for Parish Life making a pledge pitch, you might wonder? This is an easy answer!
Pledging affects all areas of parish life. From Sunday school curriculum and youth dinners to
newcomer receptions and Advent devotional materials, your pledge allows the church to fully
function. When we say, “Your pledge matters,” we are speaking the truth.
Ready. Set. Pledge. Let’s get this 2020 party started and prepare Grace Church for the next chapter!
Jenni Faires

Announcements
November Forums
November 3 Rushad Thomas
As Christians, we are called to love our neighbors as ourselves, welcome the
stranger, and acknowledge that whatever we do for the least of these, we do to
Christ. Join Policy Advisor and former Grace parishioner Rushad Thomas from The
Episcopal Church's Office of Government Relations as he provides an overview of
the Episcopal Church’s migration policy advocacy work on Capitol Hill.
November 10 Fellowship Sunday (No Adult Forum or Sunday School)
November 17 Outreach – How You Can Serve Others in our Community
November 24 Warden Update on Search Process
November Youth Events
November 1-3 Senior High PYM Weekend at Shrine Mont (contact jenni.faires@gracealex.org for
more information)
November 3 Youth Night from 5:30-8:00 p.m.
December 1 Youth Night Christmas Party at Hard Times in Springfield
Stroller Parking – Sunday, November 3
Stroller Parking for families with young children (infant-preschool) will hold its next gathering at
Hops N Shine on Sunday, November 3 from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Bring the family and grab a beverage in
the outdoor area behind the restaurant. You can view the evite at http://evite.me/CD5jDxakRk or
RSVP to Jenni at jenni.faires@gracealex.org.
Pledge Card Sunday – Sunday, November 10
Time will be set aside during each service to bring your pledge card forward as we bless and offer
thanksgiving for the tithes and offerings of each individual. If you cannot be in attendance on
November 10, you may drop your pledge card by the office or mail it to the office.
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Grace Episcopal School
Finally, cool temperatures have arrived, and we can celebrate Autumn! Our students have settled nicely
into our school routines, and the halls are filled with learning and laughter. We miss Father Malm, but we
are grateful for Father Jason and Jenni Faires stepping in to celebrate our chapel services and special
events.
We are very proud of our students in grades one through five who traveled to the National Cathedral on
October 8 to sing an anthem during the Episcopal Schools Week chapel celebration. We joined forces with
the church at our Art on the Avenue tent and enjoyed making over 300 kindness rocks. Our parents
served dinner at the Carpenter’s Shelter in mid-October as we linked with the church outreach programs
and supported this effort. Once again, we supported the church efforts at the Trunk or Treat at the end of
October to get us all in the Halloween spirit.
Early November offers a fun evening to all—parishioners and school parents combined. You are invited to
join us at our Grace U Gala on Saturday, November 2 from 6-10 p.m. You might also want to buy a raffle
ticket to win two nights at the Inn at Perry Cabin in St. Michaels, MD. Tickets for the event and the raffle
are online at: https://graceepiscopalsch.ejoinme.org/graceu. All proceeds will go towards Grace School's
continued effort to refurbish and enhance the playground and outdoor space.
We know the best way for families to find Grace School is by word of mouth. We thank you for sharing
the good news of our school with your friends and families. We will hold an Open House on Monday,
November 11 (Veteran’s Day) from 9:30-11 a.m. for those who might want to visit and take a closer look.

Patti Culbreth
Head of School

4

November 2019 ♦ Grace Notes

Music Notes
Fall is upon us and the holidays are just around the corner! We are certainly entering a musically rich time
of year again. We will celebrate All Saints Sunday on November 3. This is a great Sunday to invite your
friends and neighbors to the service where we sing some of the best hymns of the faith.
At 11:15 a.m., the choral setting of the Mass Ordinary will be Mass for Three Voices by William Byrd.
Written around 1593, this beautiful mass setting is Byrd’s lesser known of three masses composed. The
choir will also sing “And I saw a new heaven” by 20th Century British composer Edgar Bainton. A
composition student of Charles Villiers Stanford, Bainton used late-Romantic layered harmonies in a
beautiful setting of the text from Revelation 21:1-4.
The Handbell Choir rings on November 17 at the 9 a.m. service. Our rehearsals are on Thursdays from
6:30-7:20 p.m. Please let me know if you are interested in joining this choir.
Finally, it’s never too early to mark your calendars for Advent Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 8
at 5:00 p.m. This year’s service features music from Handel’s beloved masterpiece Messiah.
Richard Newman
Director of Music

Communications Survey
Thanks to all 116 of you that responded to our survey about communications at Grace. These are just a
few of the things we learned:
•
•
•

•

•

We need to capture more email addresses of the 25-34 age group! We’ll be reaching out to
parishioners that aren’t on the all Grace email blast to include you in our communications efforts.
The majority of the people who responded use Facebook, but almost 34% of responders don’t use
social media at all.
Our website did not garner much use by our parishioners for getting information about Grace. The
website is a great tool for people searching for a church, and it will be important as our search for
a new rector begins. The communications team will be fine-tuning the website as part of our
parish profile and is looking for a team member interested in helping this ministry.
The Grace Notes team was pleased on the response that the majority of respondents (57%) read
Grace Notes, and another 28% usually read it. We have discussed some changes to the format and
types of articles in upcoming issues in response to the survey.
The Sunday bulletin, Friday E-Notes, and Grace Notes were the top three methods of getting
information to you.
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Grace-ful Worship

Change
For everything there is a season, and a time
for every matter under heaven: a time to be
born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a
time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill,
and a time to heal; a time to break down, and
a time to build up, a time to weep; and a time
to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to
dance; a time to throw away stones, and a
time to gather stones together; a time to
embrace, and a time to refrain from
embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a
time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to
keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to
love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a
time for peace. (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8)
I hate change . . . except when I love it. I hate
it when the years go by so quickly . . . but I
love the changing seasons and wouldn’t want
to live without them. I hate when my shrubs
stop flowering . . . but I love the process of
putting the garden to sleep for the winter. I
hate the end of a good novel . . . but I love
beginning a new book. I hate it when it’s time
to put one of our cats asleep . . . but I love
watching an adopted cat explore our house. I
hate it when a garment that I’ve owned for
decades grows too worn to wear . . . but I
love to shop for something new from a
favorite catalog. I hate it when a friend
moves away . . . but I love it when I meet
someone new who likes to sit and stitch. I
hate it when my calendar gets too full to
allow for some quiet time alone . . . but I love
getting together with friends for lunch.
Our parish is going through a time of great
change. After being with us for 30 years, Father
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Bob has retired and is leaving the area. Our
Associate Rector, Father Jason, is still new to us.
We don’t yet have an interim rector, and it
seems like forever until a new rector will be
onboard. On top of it all, we still can’t find some
of the things that got moved around during our
recent HVAC project!
I keep reminding myself that our Grace Church
family is resilient. We know who we are, and we
try to envision who we could be. We have a core
of capable lay leaders who guide our various
ministries to God, to the community and to
ourselves. We live in a city that adapts to
change—in politics and people. And our faith is
strong, anchored in both Scripture and Anglican
tradition.
This past Saturday I participated in a chaplains’
retreat that was focused on self-care. The retreat
leader introduced us to a short poem by William
Stafford (not the William Stafford who used to
come to Grace). I’m sharing it with you because I
think it applies to us, especially at this moment.
There’s a thread you follow. It goes among
Things that change. But it doesn’t change.
People wonder about what you are pursuing.
You have to explain about the thread.
But it is hard for others to see.
While you hold it you can’t get lost.
Tragedies happen; people get hurt
Or die; and you suffer and get old.
Nothing you do can stop time’s unfolding.
You don’t ever let go of the thread.

-June Huber
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2019 Thanksgiving Baskets
Outreach, EYC and the La Gracia Congregation are collaborating again this year to help those
in need celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday. We need your support in donating gifts of food
baskets, money and/or time to make this year’s event a success!

How can I contribute?
•

Food Baskets – our goal is to give out 75 food baskets this year. Each basket provides the
basic ingredients for a Thanksgiving meal and two (2) $25.00 grocery store gift cards to
purchase additional perishable items.
A shopping list is provided below. Please try to purchase everything on the list and feel
free to add any items that you think the recipients will enjoy. You should expect to spend
between $100.00 and $120.00 dollars per basket.

•

Monetary Donations – Monetary donations are also welcome. Your contribution will fund
gift cards and additional baskets that will be put together by EYC members.
Please make your check payable to Grace Church and include ‘Thanksgiving Baskets’ in
the memo line.

•

Volunteer – volunteer to staff a signup table at a coffee hour on 11/3, 11/10 and 11/17
and/or make a presentation at a service on one of these Sundays.

How do I sign up?
To ensure that we can provide for every family, we will need to know who will be donating
baskets. Signup tables will be set up at the 10:00 coffee hours on 11/3, 11/10 and 11/17.
You can also sign up by contacting Jennifer Pease via email at jennifer.pease@gracealex.org.

What is the deadline for making a donation?
•

Basket Delivery – there are 3 delivery options.
✓
✓
✓

11/18 – 11/22 - Drop off at the church office during business hours between 8:00 am – 4:00 pm
11/23 - Drop off at the church lobby between noon and 2:00 Saturday before the event
11/24 – Drop off Sunday morning the day of the event before the 9:00 service

Youth volunteers will be available to help unload cars on 11/23 and 11/24.
Multiple Bags/Boxes: if you have more than 1 bag or box for your basket, please number them 1 of 2, 2 of
2, etc.
Additional Questions – Please contact Jennifer Pease at jennifer.pease@gracealex.org
Your generosity is a blessing and greatly appreciated.
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Thanksgiving Basket Shopping List:
In addition to each item on the list, please purchase two (2) $25 Gift cards–
to cover the cost of perishable foods like turkey, eggs, milk, cheese,
produce, etc. Please also feel free to give other items that you think a
family may enjoy.
Please feel free to sponsor more than one family if you usually buy lots of
food for the Thanksgiving families.
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑

Cornbread Mix
Corn meal (Maseca)
Plain rice
Flour (5lb)
Sugar (1lb box)
Dried fruit
Hot chocolate
Dried beans (black beans or small red beans only)
Small bag of yams
Small bag of onions
Butternut or Acorn squash (Thick Skin)
Bag of apples
Bag of oranges
Plastic baggies (gallon size)
Aluminum foil
Holiday napkins

You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.
(Corinthians 9:11)
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Trunk or Treat
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November Birthdays
11/1
11/1
11/1
11/3
11/4
11/4
11/5
11/5
11/5
11/6
11/6
11/6
11/7
11/7
11/7
11/8
11/9
11/9
11/11
11/11
11/12
11/12
11/12
11/12
11/15

Laura Bellantoni
Kathleen Burgess
Michael Plunkett
Alexandra Willson
Bob Blunden
Bette Yancey
Skyler Caceres Yoc
Haile Dagne
Gary Schroen
Peck Davis
Judy Micklish
Jennifer Pease
Amy Barron
Turner Faires
Annelise Whitlock
Barbara Simmons
Dabney Holloway
Nancy Rawlings
Amanda Fowler
Tony Madigan
Sherrie Arnold
Maxine Meeks
Madeline Wolcott
Anne Zuidema
Ashley Alvarenga

11/15
11/16
11/17
11/17
11/17
11/18
11/19
11/21
11/21
11/22
11/23
11/24
11/24
11/24
11/25
11/25
11/25
11/26
11/27
11/28
11/28
11/30
11/30
11/30

Parish Staff
Jennifer Eckel
Doug Prince
Denise Bean
Joanne Lukens
Richard Thompson
Mickey Craven
Grace Pattarini
Muriel Corley
Malcolm Eckel
Ryan Reyes
Leo Ribeiro
Holly Bray
Susie Saffelle
Elly Vogtmann
Christina Iovino
Benjamin Joyner
Katherine Zeigler
Lisle Bean
Sean Harris
Geovanny Portillo
Joe Reeder
Todd Egaas
Elizabeth Imphong
Julie Mills Cizek

A Prayer for Our Search Process
Almighty and gracious God, be with us and guide us;
open our hearts and minds and teach us. Fill us with
wisdom and awareness of your vision as we seek a new
interim rector and a new rector. Grant continued grace
and commitment to those who will be called to serve as
members of the Search Committee, that they may
become faithful companions to each other, to the vestry
and to this parish. Grant us an adventurous spirit, willing
to attempt new tasks and embrace new ways, and ever
mindful of the need to listen to your still, small
voice; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Jason Roberson ........................... Associate Rector
(assoc.rector@gracealex.org)
Jenni Faires ..................................................................
Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries
(family.ministries@gracealex.org)
Richard Newman ..................... Director of Music
(music.director@gracealex.org)
Patti Culbreth ..................................Head of School
(pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Amy Medrick ........................ Parish Administrator
(parish.office@gracealex.org)
Beth Calaman ................... Financial Administrator
(bookkeeper@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez .......................................... Sexton
Matthew Machowski.............................. Seminarian
(matthew.machowski@gracealex.org)

Vestry
Executive Committee
Chris Kupczyk ................................. Senior Warden
Anne Caputo .................................... Junior Warden
Mary Stewart ... ..........................................Treasurer
Jennifer Long ............................................... Register
Jean Reed ..................................... Member at Large
Class of 2019
Kelly Gable .................................................... Youth
Erin Kelly .......................................................... TNT
Chris Kupczyk ................................ Senior Warden
Jennifer Long ..................................... School Board
Jean Reed ................................................ Evangelism
Class of 2020
Khacki Berry ........................... Christian Education
Anne Caputo ................................... Junior Warden
Stephen Lovell .................................... Stewardship
Mary Stewart ............................................. Treasurer
Laura Weidenfeld ....................................... Worship
Class of 2021
Paul Bellantoni ........... ...................... School Board
Cleve Corlett ................................ Communications
Diana Jarrett. ....................................... Pastoral Care
Jennifer Pease............................................. Outreach
Kemp Williams. ......................................Fellowship
Non-Vestry Coordinators
............................................................... Pastoral Care
Tracy Enger ................................ Education/Youth
Kristine Hesse ............................. Communications
Cindy MacIntyre .................................... Evangelism
Lynn Rohrs ............................................. Fellowship
Judy Willard ................................................ Outreach
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