Grace Notes
November Edition of the Grace Episcopal Church Magazine
My brothers and sisters,
I bring you greetings in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
October 18th was the feast day of St. Luke.
At Grace it was also Youth Sunday. Our youth
sang, were lectors, gave reflections on service
and what it means to serve. Who among us
had buttons that remained in place? To our
youth, please know that we are so proud of
you and the good work you continue to do.
The Rev Michael B. Guy It is so exciting to witness the mature understanding you have in your baptismal covenant.
Sr S.T.S.
Thank you and please continue your outstandInterim Rector
ing work.
Thank you to the parents of our wonderful youth. You continue to
maintain your baptismal promise. A thank you to all our youth leaders
who constantly work with our youth. In this time of a pandemic, you
did not allow it to define what you could not do, but what you can do.
It is important to note that day light savings time ends Sunday November 1st. Just as important to know is Sunday November 1st is All Saint’s
Sunday. On this day we remember those saints who have entered the
Church Triumphant. We celebrate the lives of our loved ones who
now rest in the arms of our Lord. In past All Saint Days we may have
focused on those saints that were close to us. This is not true today. We
will remember 229,000+ who have died in the past eight months here
in the United States due to the pandemic. The global number is close
to 1.2 million people. We do not deny the pain and sorrow of the loss
of our loved ones. We do embrace each other in love and comfort as
God continues to comfort, love, and embrace all of us.
Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand,
to believe and trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. Amen
(BCP 481)
Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord:
And let light perpetual shine upon them
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
We remember in our American history that people coming from England arrived here at the end of
the growing season. Proper shelter, illness, and the lack of food lead to a significant number of deaths.
It was the indigenous people (Wampanoag Nation) of this country that demonstrated to these newcomers how to construct proper shelter and to grow foods that would provide substance for them. This was
so successful that in Plymouth, Massachusetts in the year1621 the first Thanksgiving in America was
held. Everyone was invited, and all participated at the table. This was a harvest festival in which they
gave thanks to God. It is now a national holiday.
We celebrate the Holy Eucharist. Eucharist is a Greek word which can be translated as “thanksgiving”. I believe this is the real Thanksgiving. We, like the early newcomers, are subject to death as
a result of sin. However, just as the newcomers received aid in how to live in the new world, we are
given that aid by God. It is God who sent his Son to die for all of us. This act of love provides for us a
means to live.
It is good for us to celebrate the good harvest. It is even better when we share this good harvest.
The real harvest for me is the Word and receiving the Sacraments. This is a foretaste of the feast to
come, the real thanksgiving. Please join us Thursday November 26th 10:00 am for an outside
Thanksgiving Day Mass.
The peace of the Lord is always with you,
							Fr. Michael

Some photographs from Fr Michael remembering Veterans Day, November 11
Grace Notes November 2020 Page 2

(Continued on page 3)

Outdoor Services at Grace Continue!
Weather permitting, our outdoor services continue this fall at Grace, and we
are grateful to have such a beautiful space in our amphitheater. On Sundays
we celebrate Holy Eucharist in English at 8:00 and 12:00 and also in Spanish at
9:00 with La Gracia. (Look for sign-up each week in the Wednesday and Friday
parish emails!) The weather does not always cooperate; unfortunately, we
have been forced to cancel our services due to rain on three occasions in the
past couple of months.
We have also been able to offer several outdoor funerals and baptisms, carefully following diocesan guidelines for Covid-19 precautions. We held a Requiem Eucharist for Albert DeLucien in the circle driveway near the columbarium
on Nov. 13th as well as a Requiem Eucharist in the amphitheater for Fred
Saalfeld on October 17th (see the recording here: https://youtu.be/d-zllGjuRaM). We baptized Leanora
Whitlock (daughter of Geoff and Jen Whitlock) on October 24th, and this coming Saturday, November
7th, we will baptize Luke Braza (son of Megan and Mark Braza). We will also baptize Jonathan Fernando
Jimenez this coming Sunday, November 8th at the 9:00 La Gracia service, and we will have the inurnment of Byron Melendez in the columbarium on Sunday, Nov. 15th.
The Rev. Jason Roberson,
Associate Rector

As the temperatures continue to drop in the coming weeks, we will continue outdoor services as long
as we can, bundling up and bringing blankets if we need to! We are in the process of planning our
Advent and Christmas services with a combination of both online and outdoor offerings. This year continues to be unlike anything we could have ever imagined, but we are committed to remaining present
in worship in as many ways as possible. Resilience is the key as we continue to do God’s work in the
world. We will, with God’s help!
							

Father Jason+

Whitlock Baptism on October 17
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Grace Christmas Cards!
New this year! Tired of secular “Happy Holidays” cards that don’t mention Christmas? Why not send out
Grace Church cards wishing “Peace on Earth” and showing the Nave at Christmas? The inside message
will read: “..And on Earth, Good Will Toward All People. May the Peace of the Christ Child be with all those
whom you love this Christmas and in the Year to come.” Cost will probably be less than $2.00 per card, in
packs of 10, and proceeds will benefit Grace Church, as designated by the Vestry. Details to follow in the
Wednesday and Friday Parish E-News or contact Nancy.Robinson@gracealex.org.
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From the Senior Warden
“The grass withers and the flowers fall,
but the word of our God endures forever.”
						Isaiah 40:8

Anne Caputo
Senior Warden

The turn of season is truly upon us now. Early mornings brings chill, leaves
are falling and flowers fade. Our first frost has yet to come but come it will.
COVID-flavored Halloween is behind us and we turn toward the ending of
the church year and the coming of Thanksgiving and Advent. All are flavored
with the times we are in but the Church goes on with enthusiasm and joy.
Here’s what’s happening…

Worship and Fellowship – we have added a second Sunday morning outdoor worship at 12 noon to
complete the worship and fellowship opportunities at Grace. We start with an 8 am English-language
service followed by a 9 am LaGracia Spanish-language service. Fellowship continues with 9:30 Coffee Hour and 10:15 Adult Forum. The morning ends with the 12 noon English-language service in the
Amphitheater. Rain has sometims disrupted these outdoor services. Of course we are continuing the
indoor videotaped service which is released for viewing at 7 am on Sunday via our YouTube channel.
We can now distribute wafers during communion with masks, hand sanitizer and social distancing enforced. We don’t know what the future holds in terms of returning to indoor worship but we continue
to bring you many opportunities to experience the holiness and beauty of Grace in as many ways as
possible.
Funerals and memorial services have begun using inventive settings and ways to remember and honor
our parishioners who have died. A Columbarium service for Joyce Stancil, an Amphitheater service for
Fred Saalfeld and a Parking Circle service for Albert Delucien. A wonderful In Memoriam video honoring our parishioners who have died in 2019-2020 was created for All Saints Sunday and is separately
available for YouTube viewing with a link from Friday’s eNews.
We have nearly concluded our Fall Speaker Series with 11 sessions on Becoming Beloved Community
and Self care as twin themes. These robust presentations and discussions have brought issues, concerns and enlightenment to those who are participating. Dean Ian Markham’s presentation on the
historical participation of enslaved people in the building of the Virginia Theological Seminary and
their discussions about reparations has inspired a small group of Grace parishioners to start historical
research on indigenous people, enslaved people and the leadership role of minorities in the formation
and building up of Grace Church. If you are interested in joining these research efforts please contact
Anne Caputo or Lorna Worley.
Caring for Others – the Food Pantry continues to offer food, cleaning supplies and personal items such
as diapers to around 300 families each week. Generous parish contributions and a grant of $25,000
from the City of Alexandria’s Resilience Fund had enhanced our ability to purchase needed staples
from the Capital Area Food Bank. Donations to the Kathleen Arthur Crisis Assistance Fund continue to
support rent and utilities assistance for the LaGracia community.
Brown Bag Lunches continue under the stewardship of Puddy Blunden and Linda Waskowicz. The
pastoral care community, Community of Hope International (COHI) meets monthly and serve via telephone and notes upwards of 30 parishioners and families each month. If you need pastoral support
for yourself or others, please contact a member of the clergy. When appropriate they will refer you to
a COHI caregiver who will provide loving and supportive listening and care.
(continued on page 6)
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(continued from page 5)
Grace Episcopal School is off to a great start with nearly all students participating in person with a few
calling in from home. The preparations of the physical space could serve as a model for many others to
learn from. Teachers and school staff and administrators have risen to heroic heights in providing a safe
and enriching learning environment.
Communications – we continue to offer multiple parish-wide communications each week with the
Wednesday family-centered message from Chrissie Crosby and the Friday eNews communication to the
entire parish. Our website continues to be our face to the larger community and the Sunday morning
release of the video service and other worship-related links. Please let the Parish Administrator know if
you are not receiving these communications at parish.administrator@gracealex.org. These communications are vital to the understanding of how we come together as a parish.
Stewardship - our 2021 Stewardship Campaign focused on the Diocesan theme of “One Together” is
well underway. By now you should have received our stewardship letter and pledge card along with a
mission-based budget. Ministry Minutes have been presented by several parishioners and have b been
captured by video to watch on YouTube. These amazing and heartfelt thoughts on what Grace means
to us and how important our relationship to God and our community comes to us through Grace. Giving of your time and talent as much as possible in these times of pandemic restrictions are important
and financial support is critical in a time when we are prepared to be fully staffed with a new Rector.
Please prayerfully consider pledge support for all the incredible activities happening at Grace. We need
you now more than ever.
Rector Discernment Committee – as you will read elsewhere the Committee is on track to deliver a
recommendation for the new Rector in the coming weeks. Look for a letter from the vestry announcing
the important news as soon as the Diocese and vestry approve the candidate.
We are in the midst of exciting events at Grace and I look forward with enthusiasm to all that is coming,

Grace Notes November 2020 Page 6

Oct 18 was a warm, sunny day for the noon-time Eucharist. Jean and Lucy-Lee Reed were able to attend worship away from Goodwin House for the first time because
of pandemic restrictions. Jean (above) was Lector.

Music Notes
Composer Spotlight: John Goss
For the Feast of All Saints’, the choir will sing These are they which follow the
Lamb, a beautiful short anthem by Sir John Goss (1800-1880). This is perhaps
his best known choral piece, but he is more widely recognized for composing
the hymn Praise, my soul, the King of heaven. Goss was a student of Thomas
Attwood, whom he succeeded at St. Paul’s, London, and teacher of famed
Richard Newman
pupils Arthur Sullivan and John Stainer. Stainer
Director of Music
said of his beloved teacher, “That Goss was
a man of religious life, was patient to all who
came into contact with him, but an appeal to the general effect of his
sacred compositions offers public proof of the fact.” When you hear
our choir’s rendition of These are they which follow the Lamb on our
YouTube channel, I think you’ll agree.
Advent Lessons and Carols
There will be an Advent Lessons and Carols this year! It will be recorded
and we will have a smaller choir, but it will happen God willing. The
date will be announced in our parish wide email at a later date.
The first Service of Lessons and Carols was devised in 1918 by Eric
Milner-White, then Dean of the Chapel of King’s College, Cambridge.
Sir John Goss
This original service was for Christmas Eve. Milner-White’s vision for
(1800-1880)
this beautiful liturgy stemmed from his experience as a chaplain in the
army, which prompted him to feel that the Church of England needed
more creative forms of worship. The Rev. Milner-White actually based his own Service of Lessons and
Carols on a service created by Edward White Benson from 1880, when Benson was Bishop of Truro.
(Benson later became Archbishop of Canterbury.) Benson’s service was supposedly loosely based upon
the ancient office of Matins, with its alternation of readings and music.
Ever since its inception in 1918, the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmas from King’s College, Cambridge, has been a staple of international holiday listening. The service offered at Grace is the
Advent version of Lessons and Carols, which was developed by Eric Milner-White in 1934.
In the liturgy, the progression of readings
and anthems traces the story of redemption, from darkness to light. We move from
the Fall in the Garden of Eden through the
prophets’ announcements of a Savior, ending with the Annunciation to Mary. Here
humankind is confronted with the very
saving action of the Word made Flesh, Emmanuel, “God with us.”

Advent 2017
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School Opening
As we near the end of our first trimester, Grace School
feels blessed that we have been able to return to school
this fall. Our young children are thriving with in-person instruction, and we are still able to meet the needs
of those families who prefer virtual learning in this
challenging time. We are grateful that the Bishop and
Church Vestry approved our return, and we are proud
of our families and children who carefully follow our
safety protocols each school day.
Patti Culbreth
Head of School
Grace Episcopal School

Amidst a pandemic, we are still able to hold onto some
of our special traditions for the students. Father Jason
graciously visited our second grade (with mask and
social distancing) to bless their guinea pig, Miss Sally.
Saint Francis would approve!

Each week, Father Jason videos a school chapel service with one of our fifth grade leaders. This service
is then shared with the full Grace School community each Friday morning. Not a complete substitute
for celebrating in the beautiful chapel, but a wonderful way to unite together and feed our souls. Father Jason has used these services to highlight our school character keys: respect, responsibility, courage, compassion and honesty. We were thrilled when Seminarian, Paul Evans, was able to celebrate a
service as well.
Using creativity and space, we were able to enjoy some
Halloween fun. Children in grades Preschool through Kindergarten marched in costumes in the parade to the delight of
the students in grades one through five who looked on from
a distance. Each cohort classroom then enjoyed a class party
with individual crafts and snacks.
As we head into the holiday season, we begin to consider
2020-2021. Like all, we hope it promises to be a “more normal” year. We have had great interest in the School and enjoy
holding virtual Open Houses and tours. If you have family
or friends who would like to know more about Grace for the
2020-2021 year, please have them contact our Director of
Admissions, Amanda Hungerford, at admissions@graceschoolalex.org.
We wish the full Grace Community a very blessed Thanksgiving. In spite of the challenges we face, we are very grateful
for the partnership we have between the Church and School.
Together, we are able to affect the lives of young people and
celebrate the gift of childhood.
(continued on page 9)
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Fr Jason blessing “Miss Sally”

Grace Episcopal School Students observe all CDC precautions

An Update from the Rector Discernment
Committee
Since our very first meeting in January, the Rector
Discernment Committee has made prayer and study
of scripture a cornerstone of our gatherings.
At our most recent meeting, we reflected on Luke
24:13-35, the story of the disciples meeting the
resurrected Jesus as they traveled to Emmaus. The
Robby Schrum and Mary Hix, co-Chairs of the
disciples did not recognize the stranger walking with
Discernment Committee
them but engaged Him in conversation, telling Him
the news about Jesus of Nazareth, the prophet, and
about the women who found an empty tomb and
heard the angels say that Jesus was alive. As the disciples came to the village of Emmaus, they extended hospitality, urging Jesus to spend the night with them. It was when the disciples were at the table
with Jesus that their eyes were opened and they recognized him. Jesus was made known to them in the
breaking of the bread.
Reflection on this passage prompted the members of our committee to speak about the parish survey
conducted this spring, in which parishioners responded to questions about Grace and our priorities
for the future. The survey revealed that one of the core pieces of Grace’s identity is the centrality of
the Eucharist to our worship. Just as the disciples recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread, so do
Grace parishioners see Jesus in our liturgical actions of scripture and sacrament.
There are other parts of that passage from Luke that corresponded with the findings from our parish
survey. The disciples offered hospitality to Jesus. Parishioners indicated that fellowship and shared experiences are valued and desired at Grace. The number-one reason that people say they’ve continued
to attend Grace? “I like the people.”
The disciples also immediately told others about what had happened on the road to Emmaus and how
they had recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread. Our survey and listening sessions indicated
that the parish has a strong desire to welcome the stranger, and to grow. Telling the story of Jesus is a
means of striving toward that goal.
The Discernment Committee’s search for a new rector has taken to heart the desires of Grace’s parishioners to continue to value liturgy, fellowship, and outreach.
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Grace Church’s Family Ministries and Evangelism (FAME)
I am writing this note as we approach All Saints’ Day, which falls EXACTLY on
Sunday this year. That makes it extra special, in my mind.

Chrissie Crosby
Coordinator for Family
Minidries & Evangelism
(FAME)

The Gospel lesson for All Saints’ is the Beatitudes from Matthew. We hear,
every year, the list of what one commentator calls “the upside-down” blessings. Blessed are the poor in spirit, those that mourn, the meek, those who
hunger and thirst after righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the
peacemakers, those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, those who
are reviled and persecuted. Most of those people do not seem to be the
ones who are BLESSED—held in reverence, venerated, made holy—in our
21st century understanding of the word.

But what if we look at this list from a first century viewpoint and from the
Aramaic word that became our English word, blessed? The Aramaic word
is tubwayhun, which means a state more like ripe, mature, ready; having
reached a stage of the fullness or completion. This opens up a lot of meaning for me, as I hear each “blessing” offering a new perspective, a different path for me to follow.
This is what our efforts to keep our faith alive and our congregation together all point to—ways for us
to find new perspectives, new paths to journey together on, new ways to conceive of our being together. It’s a perfect way for us to begin to think about what having a new rector will mean for us! It’s also
a perfect way to look back over the past several months and see what our pathways have taught us and
where they have brought us.
I look back at the scramble to keep Christian formation going, and I see our Sunday School thriving with
the littlest (in Children’s Chapel) to the eldest (on both our Adult Forum hours and our Book groups). I
told some folks last week that most Sundays we have eight (8!!!) different classes going on and all of
them are attended regularly. It’s a pathway (or several) that keeps us together.
Our youth continue to gather and dream of ways to help. All of the groups have joined in the efforts to
help with the Food Pantry, from volunteering to translate, to bagging, to bringing supplies, to stuffing
bags full of Halloween treats for the children. Our Rite 13 class gathered to celebrate their journey to
adulthood milestone. The J2A group is re-envisioning how and where they will pilgrimage. EYC insists
on being together as often as possible, socially distant, of course!
All of these efforts are tilling the soil for our future. They are making all of us ripe, ready—dare I say,
even eager?—to be fulfilled in our deepest longings and desires.
We have many more months to practice the new ways we are learning to be together. I hope the season of Advent and Christmas, those traditional “holiday times,” teach us even more ways to experiment
and reach out. I feel that we are, indeed, ripe and ready for those blessings.
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Rite 13
On a beautiful Sunday afternoon October 18, we held a Rite 13 ceremony to “upload” all of our Rite 13 class from childhood to adulthood. This
rite is designed to honor the passage of puberty at this age, in recognition of the ‘gift of creation’ that God shares with us. It is modeled on
the Bar/Bat Mitzvahs of the Jewish Tradition.
Because of COVID (which sounds like it should become a book) we had
to invite only families and some friends. Because of COVID (again) we
made the choice to have all of the youth participate, whether or not
they had had their 13th birthdays. We did not have a Rite 13 last spring
and now we could be together with the families; and we weren’t sure
what the winter/spring would mean for that. It was brief and beautiful, and I admit I was weepy because these are the kids I chose to work
with before I moved into this position (and I still work with them).

Sidney Jennings
Caroline Legere
Tony Madigan
Macon Malone
Christian Portillo
Joey Portillo
Everett Ruff
Paul Rugaber
Willem Schultz
Nicholas Shriner
Clara Shriner
Fynn Stohs
Seamus White.
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Stewardship
Stephen Lovell and Ford Chinworth are
leading this years Stewardship drive.
Several one-minute ministries have
been posted in support. This one by
John and Anne Boris captures the spirit
that motivates giving

John and Anne Boris
John — Hello. We were asked to say a few words about stewardship. My thoughts on stewardship
are influenced by two factors in particular. One is a long term perspective on Grace Church. This All
Saints’ Day will mark the 39th anniversary of when Ann and I started attending Grace. We first came
here on November 1, 1982. Even then parts of the Grace Church important to us now were important
to us then— things like the rich worship tradition, the terrific music program, the extensive activities
for the youth. But there are other parts that are also key to Grace Church that were still in the future.
La Gracia. The food pantry on its current scale was still in the future. Realities of the 1980s and 1990s
have changed to the realities of the 21st century and I think that we would all agree that the realities
of 2020 are very different from the realities of 2019. So what I see in Grace is this ability to evolve in
response to the times and to meet the times .That’s one point.
The other point that very much influences my thinking was the two years I spent as treasurer. Like a
lot of us I had a notion of how much Grace does, but until I was in that treasurer position I really didn’t
fully appreciate how many moving parts there are, the different ways they interact — the moving
parts we see and the moving parts that are behind the scene. All of that goes into keeping Grace
Church what it is. I also got a very vivid appreciation that Grace is a generous community that gives unstintingly of its time, of its treasure, and of its talent. And we had that sense in the ‘80s and we have
that sense to this day
Anne — I’m just in awe of how well this church has managed in this very disruptive time. We’ve had
continuity of worship. The Altar Guild has been amazing setting up for different services in very different conditions and on very different days. The Sunday school has continued — there’s godly play and
Children’s Chapel. There is the music program, which despite
all of the restrictions has managed to keep going — the Bell
ringer’s and some singers now. And pastoral care is more
needed than ever and has continued strong. And the prayer
ministry and all the hidden ministries that go on here. This is
an incredible place. It is meeting increasing needs. I am proud
to be part of this and I know you want to be part of it too.
John — You know we can’t speak to the whole 165 year history of this church but I think I could say that in the 39 years
that we’ve been here there hasn’t been a moment quite like
this one. But in every past occasion Grace has stepped up to
the plate and I urge you —I encourage you —to think carefully
so we can do the same again. Thank you.
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GRACE FROM AFAR

Barbara Blakstone
Grace Church Alumna
Seattle WA

Martha Bethea’s recent death (July 2020) brought again to my attention how
much I was graced by the people of Grace during the years I was an active
member (1993-2015) and cherish my connection to them. Dorothy Daniel and I
had a great conversation one Saturday afternoon way back in 1993 when I called
the church for directions, and the moment I stepped into the nave the next day
I was certain I was in the right place. Over the years I’ve lived many places and
have attended many Episcopal churches. Grace remains the best for solemnity
and ritual of the services, excellent preaching, a holy Lent, not to mention good
times like Shrine Mont and the Chili Cookoff. There are certain hymns sung at
my home parish, Trinity Seattle, that I refer to as “Grace” hymns. I still hear the
choirs. I still see and hear the incense and the sanctus bells. All the saints who
from their labors rest remind me again and again what a God-incidence it was to
be a part of Grace Church. I will miss Martha for many reasons, not the least of
which was she kept me up to date on the happenings at Grace.

Martha’s brother, Robert, was a priest in the Diocese of Olympia, and his
memorial service was my first introduction to the Episcopal Church in
Seattle. I was not destined to become a member of St. Mark’s Cathedral,
where the service was held, but regularly attend events there. Trinity
Seattle called to me as a church home. Many parishes in the Seattle area
are modern in architecture. Trinity is the oldest Episcopal congregation
in Seattle, and while the church structure is not the original, the congregation has maintained the English Gothic Revival style. That held great
importance to me. Must be an East Coast thing. Trinity is known for its
stained-glass windows made by Franz Mayer & Co. in Munich and its
Carrara marble altar from Italy. By the way, if you look carefully, you can
find both a donkey and an elephant in two of the windows.

Delivering 90-pounds of
chocolates to the MV Bardu
crew

My first Sunday at Trinity led me to the ministry I’m most passionate
about and the group I now work for: Seattle Seafarers Center, an affiliate of The Mission to Seafarers- United Kingdom, a worldwide organization in 200 ports in 50 countries on all 7 continents. I find the Port of
Seattle fascinating with its huge orange cranes lifting containers that
empty weigh at least 2 tons. Many days find me calling on the crews of
container ships in port. Such are the duties of ship visitors. We make
the crews feel welcome and advocate for them when they need that
kind of assistance. Many of the men on the ships point to Seattle as
their favorite port. My colleagues and I strive to make their Seattle
visit an excellent one and take them shopping if they are permitted
shore leave. One part of this ministry has become, due to COVID, as
personal shopper for the men because they can’t get off ship and
have contracts lasting at least 6 months or longer. I suspect the Seattle
Seafarers Center is becoming well known for its hospitality in the other
ports of the world, particularly Yokohama and Busan. The guys are
very, very appreciative of our shopping and quick deliveries, and their
notes of thanks make me feel that we are indeed responding to the
Gospel call to seek and serve Christ in all persons.
(Continued on page 14)
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(from page 13)
At Grace I began actively practicing Cursillo, and that has continued in the Diocese of Olympia, though
the name and the format here are expressed as Come and See…Go and Tell. www.olycursillo.org I
am currently President of the Board, called The Secretariat, and we hold weekends once a year plus
several Prayer & Share (Ultreya in Cursillo speak) gatherings. The latter are Zoom events now of course,
and on December 5th we will offer a 2-hour “Taste of Come and See Weekend.”
I am envious that the communicants of Grace can sign up to attend Holy Eucharist. Not so at Trinity.
Our Priest in Charge feels Trinity is not at that point. Seattle has a temperate climate, but the winter
rains will pre-empt any outdoor service. And yes, if you were wondering, Seattle has rain from September to June, but the city comes to terms with the rain in July and August which are absolutely glorious
months when Mt. Rainer is often showing off its 14,400 feet of height. The sudden sight of Rainier is
breathtaking and a reminder to me of the power of God.
In September 2019 Grace celebrated the ministry of the Rev. Robert Malm and his retirement parties
gave me a good excuse to return to Grace, introduce my partner Deborah Hack to the church I remain
enthusiastic about, and visit with many of you. Like you, I look forward to COVID-free times, and I eagerly await the opportunity to visit Grace Church.

DOROTHY STAMPS DANIEL
1923-2020
Dorothy was born into an Army family, her dad an Army engineer
who took his family all over the world. Consequently, Dorothy
attended five different high schools, graduating at 16 with this
comment in the senior yearbook:” the genius of the class.” She
attended Vassar College on a full scholarship, graduating magna
cum laude in mathematics and was quickly recruited by the US
Navy (WAVE) during WW II as a cryptanalyst, otherwise known
as a “Code Girl.” Dorothy, along with many other women, was
responsible for untangling enemy code during the war. After the
war, Dorothy married 1944 West Point graduate Charles Daniel
and again began years of moving, eventually settling in Arlington.
She and Charles with their son and three daughters became parishioners at Grace Church in 1959. It wasn’t long before Dorothy
became the parish secretary for a total of 17 years, first for Fr. Merrow until his death and then for
Fr. Moody. As one parishioner described Dorothy: “She was secretary/parish administrator/jack-ofall-trades. A wonderful, kind, and witty friend to all in Grace Church.” Hers was the welcoming voice
and face over the years for many families who chose Grace Church as their parish home. In 1976 at
age 53 she returned to college for an Associate Degree in Nursing and worked for five years in a local
hospital. In the meantime, she “built” a cabin in northern New Hampshire, her happy place where
she hiked and fished and marveled at her surroundings. At Grace Church Dorothy served as an Altar
Guild president and on the Vestry as Senior Warden. She also served on the Grace School Board.
After a brief illness, Dorothy died on October 6 at a hospice near her youngest daughter’s home in
Maryland. Besides her four children, she is survived by seven grandchildren and two great grandchildren. There will be a private committal service Thanksgiving weekend for her family and a memorial
service at Grace Church at a later time for extended family and friends.
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Anglican Notes

When most of us contemplate the scourge of sexual abuse in religious organizations, it’s likely we think of the crisis in the Roman Catholic Church, where countless
priests, bishops, and even cardinals have been implicated, removed from their ministries, and gone to jail. Meanwhile, Roman dioceses throughout the world have paid
billions of dollars in settlements and fines.
Cleve Corlett
•

•
•

But while the scale of abuse is nowhere close to what our Catholic friends have witnessed, Episcopalian and Anglicans should not be smug about this issue.

A quick Internet search yielded one summary of 39 Episcopal priests who had been charged with
sexual abuse dating back several years. And others continue to come to light. In one notable case,
two years ago the Bishop of New York, the Rt. Rev. Andrew Dietsche, revealed that one of his predecessors, the late Bishop Paul Moore, a charismatic cleric with a national following, was a “serial
predator” for abuse of young men.
At one point several years ago, the Anglican Church of Canada said it might face bankruptcy because of the costs of settlement of sexual abuse cases, many of them related to abuse that occurred
in Church-run schools for indigenous children.
The bishop of the diocese of Tasmania in Australia has been forced to sell church properties to pay
for abuse settlements. Meanwhile, the Anglican Church of Australia revealed in 2017 that it found
1,115 cases of abuse of children by its priests between 1980 and 2015.

As tragic as these numbers are, however, they pale in comparison to what the Church of England is now
going through. On October 6, an independent committee charged with investigating abuse of children
by Anglican priests and bishops in England and Wales, issued a report that minced few words:
“The culture of the Church of England facilitated it becoming a place where abusers could hide. Deference to the authority of the Church and to individual priests, taboos surrounding discussion of sexuality
and an environment where alleged perpetrators were treated more supportively than victims presented
barriers to disclosure that many victims could not overcome. Another aspect of the Church’s culture was
clericalism, which meant that the moral authority of clergy was widely perceived as beyond reproach…
“Culture change is assisted by senior Church leaders now saying the right things, but lasting change will
require more than platitudes. It will need continuous reinforcement of the abhorrent nature of child
sexual abuse and the importance of safeguarding in all of the Church’s settings.”
In advance of the release of the report, but obviously knowing what was coming, the archbishops of
Canterbury and York (joined by two Church officials charged with safeguarding children) issued a statement in which they promised reform:
“We are truly sorry for the shameful way the Church has acted and we state our commitment to listen,
to learn and to act in response to the report’s findings,” they said. ”We cannot and will not make excuses and can again offer our sincere and heartfelt apologies to those who have been abused, and to their
families, friends and colleagues.
“We, as the Church of England, are ready to support anyone who comes forward. We must honour our
commitment to change. Survivors have told us that words without actions are meaningless; we are taking action but we are also aware that what we have done has neither been soon enough nor sufficient.”
Needless to say, these are sorry tales that occasion great sadness. But they are also a warning of the
need for great vigilance. Our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters are not alone in dealing with this evil.
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Sacred Ground Race Dialogue
Series to Start at Grace
What Is Sacred Ground? Sacred Ground is a 10-part film and readings-based dialogue series on race,
grounded in faith, discussed in small groups called “circles,” consisting of no more than 10 parishioners, including two trained congregant facilitators. These circles create safe spaces for difficult but
respectful and transformative dialogue on race and racism, by examining Sacred Ground’s powerful,
thought-provoking and prayerful curriculum. Its documentary films and readings focus on Indigenous,
Black, Latino, and Asian/Pacific American histories as they intersect with European American histories,
walking through chapters of America’s history of race and racism, while weaving in threads of family
story, economic class, and political and regional identity.
Is it for me? It has been described as a life-changing experience by those who have gone through the
series. Democrats, Republicans, these conversations are meant for all of us – we are one community
in Christ!
Who is doing Sacred Ground? Across America, there are currently over 1165 registered Sacred
Ground circles – an impressive total since the program’s inception approximately two years ago. We
plan to join these ranks and start Sacred Ground circles at Grace Church, virtually at first, and, over
time, in person. One parish in Massachusetts started out with one Sacred Ground circle that met for
10 months, and the following year it had ten circles running concurrently with a total of 100 people
participating!
How is Grace Preparing for Sacred Ground? Several Grace Church parishioners have participated in
national church sponsored facilitator training sessions over the past several months. We hope to have
our first wave of trainings completed by the end of this year, with a goal of starting circles here by
February. If you are interested in becoming a trained Grace Sacred Ground facilitator, please contact
liz.rugaber@gracealex.org. The number of groups we can run here at Grace is dependent upon the
number of facilitators we have. We may also consider partnering with other local Episcopal churches
to meet demand. Here are some more details from the Sacred Ground website about what Sacred
Ground is, and even more information -- including a video message from Bishop Curry -- can be found
here.
MORE DETAILS FOR YOU:
WHAT IS THE SACRED GROUND RACE DIALOGUE SERIES?
• Sacred Ground is part of Becoming Beloved Community, the Episcopal Church’s long-term commitment to racial healing, reconciliation, and justice in our personal lives, our ministries, and our society. This series is open
to all, and especially designed to help white people talk with
other white people.
• It invites participants to walk back through history in order to
peel away the layers that brought us to the challenges and
divides of today, reflecting on family histories and stories, as
well as important narratives that shape the collective American
story.
• It holds as a guiding star the vision of beloved community –
where all people are honored and protected and nurtured as
beloved children of God, where we weep at one another’s pain
and seek one another’s flourishing.
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WHAT IS A DIALOGUE CIRCLE?
The invitation is to form a dialogue circle or circles in your congregation that would meet for 10 sessions to engage with the films, videos, written materials, and each other – a study group essentially.
Groups are limited to no more than ten people, including two trained facilitators.
HOW OFTEN DO WE MEET?
The frequency of sessions can be according to your group’s needs. Recommended: Every two or three
weeks (weekly would be too dense, monthly might be too infrequent).
WHAT IS IN THE CURRICULUM?
• A set of documentary films and short videos, available for free to registered dialogue groups via
streaming in a password-protected area on the national Episcopal church site – get a preview of the
curriculum at: https://episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground/about
• A set of readings, also available for free to registered dialogue groups as PDFs in a password-protected area on this site (Note: Participants will also need to acquire or borrow two assigned books);
• The Sacred Ground Study Guide, with suggestions for getting started, tips for facilitators, a sessionby-session curriculum with reflections on key themes, and a religious resources section;
• Periodic webinars to support dialogue circle organizers and facilitators and to build a learning community.
WHO CREATED SACRED GROUND AND WHY?
• The dialogue series developer and author is Katrina Browne, producer/director of the documentary
Traces of the Trade: A Story from the Deep North. Browne is a lifelong Episcopalian who is dedicated to racial justice and healing. As a white woman, she is particularly concerned with the important work white people need to do in conversation with each other, as part of the larger project of
Becoming Beloved Community. “I’m excited to share some powerful, thought-provoking films and
readings with groups eager to take next steps on this collective journey,” Browne says. “I’m convinced that dialogue – especially among white people – can be a key healthy step in the long journey to transformation.”
• Browne engaged a diverse group of advisors and reviewers to guide the process.

“Sacred Ground is a time and opportunity to hear the story of our past with
regard to race, to hear our stories of
our pasts. By listening to those stories
and hearing them, and then telling our
own stories together, and then looking
possibly at the stories of our very faith,
somehow, from the travail and the reality of all of those stories may emerge
hope for a new day.”

The Most Rev. Michael Curry,
Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church
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CIVIL DISCOURSE
AFTER THE ELECTION – WE ALL COULD USE A LITTLE CIVIL DISCOURSE!

Liz Rugaber

Have you ever prayed, “Lord make me an instrument of your peace,”
attributed to St. Francis, then found yourself in complex and polarized
situations that made peace seem impossible? Are you worried about
the state of civil discourse in our nation, ever mindful that loving our
neighbors as ourselves is one of the highest commandments? This
class from the national Episcopal Church gives you tools to engage
in civil discourse: Make Me an Instrument of Peace: A Guide to Civil
Discourse.

From the national Episcopal Church website: Peacebuilding involves
learning from and working with others, while also sharing different
perspectives with humility and vulnerability. Bishop Curry says, “Love your Democratic neighbor, love
your Republican neighbor, love your independent neighbor.” Civil discourse helps us to understand
how we can engage with people who have different views from our own and lays out the value for
doing so. This guide to civil discourse curriculum aims to enhance our ability to learn from and understand one another, and to apply that practice to public policy conversations.
Available for free on demand at https://episcopalchurch.org/make-me-instrument-peace; each of the
five self-paced classes in this course covers tenets for civil discourse, the complexities of policy, valuesbased conversations, and sacred space for debate.

Hilda B Burcher
A regular at the 7:30 Eucharist each Sunday, Hilda died on October
14, 2020 at her home wih her two sons by her side. Born in Caroline
County, VA on June 5, 1938. She was the fourth of six childdren. She
grew up on a farm in Aylett, VA, attending King William High School.
She graduated from Mary Washington College and received a Master’s
Degree from the University of Maryland. A lover of books and literature, she taught English at Edison High School in Fairfax, served as
the head librarian at St Agnes School in Alexandria for 20 years, and
subsequently taught in Alexandria Public Schols until her passing at
age 82. She is predeceased by her husband, Lt Col Eugene S. Burcher, USMC (Ret) and survived by
her two sons, RDM E. Andrw Burcher, USN (Julie), LCDR Mark E Burcher, USN (Ret) and six
wonderful grandchildren. A private service and burial at Arlijgton National Cemetery will be scheduled at a later date.
Grace Notes November 2020 Page 18

KATHLEEN ARTHUR CRISIS FUND FOR THE NEEDY;
Kathleen Arthur was a long time Grace Episcopal Church parishioner
whose membership in our congregation began at the original South
Patrick Street location. Kathleen loved “all things” Grace, and was especially drawn to its uncompromising commitment to reaching beyond
our walls to lend helping hands to those in need. Throughout her lifetime, Kathleen was known for her generosity and benevolence towards
others. For years, she and her husband Eddie managed the Presidential Gardens. The Grace Clergy knew that they could always call upon
them to respond favorably to their requests on behalf of those needing
food, clothing, shelter, or other basic necessities of life.
Upon her death in 2019, the Arthur family established the Kathleen
Arthur Fund for the Needy as a means of honoring her memory and
Kathleen Arthur
continuing her charitable giving to others through Grace Church. With
the approval of the Grace Clergy and Vestry, it was determined that the monies raised would be part of
the Rector’s Discretionary Fund and all decisions regarding the distribution of funds and the recipients of
funding would be made by our Clergy. Over $50-thousand dollars have been raised to date and used to
good effect.
Obviously, the challenges of the Pandemic have increased the number of people in need as well as the
depth and breadth of their needs. Many families living right in the Grace Church neighborhood have
been severely impacted by this virus. We have witnessed the growing numbers of individuals who count
on the Grace Church Food Pantry to feed their families. Fortunately, monies from the Kathleen Arthur
Fund for the Needy, now also known as the Kathleen Arthur Crisis Assistance Fund, are there to complement the Food Pantry by helping to pay the monthly expenses of those who lost their jobs, the medical
bills of those who have experienced illness within their families, and, in one instance, by paying for the
funeral of an individual whose family had no resources for a proper burial.
Unfortunately, the needs have multiplied while the available funds are rapidly decreasing. The Arthur
family is working hard to raise more money so we can continue this important ministry. Anyone interested in contributing can do so online through Tithe.ly (located on the Grace Church website) or by sending a check to Grace Episcopal Church with a designation to the Kathleen Arthur Crisis Assistance Fund.
Your consideration of this request is encouraged and appreciated.

Our Seminarian, Paul Evans,
preached his first sermon at the 8 am
Eucharist on October 17
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History Project
On October 4, the Very Reverend Ian Markham, Dean of the Virginia
Theological Seminary joined us for a Zoom Adult Forum as one of
the speakers in our Becoming Beloved Community series. Dean
Markham spoke of the efforts VTS has initiated to discover and provide reparation to the descendants of enslaved people who worked
at the Seminary. They have set up a fund of $1.7 million and the work
of research is ongoing.
Lorna Worley

Several Grace Church people were inspired by this presentation to
consider how our own church, built in 1855 in Alexandria, might
also bear some responsibility. Some of us who were interested in the questions that were raised have
decided that, while we can’t hire professional genealogists, we can do a lot of research given the
resources available in Alexandria. We know, for instance, that the City has done a lot of research on
the indigenous people who lived in the area and used Alexandria, especially Jones Point, as a summer
fishing camp.
We know that the architect of the original building on Patrick Street was W. B Price, Esq. The carpentry contractor was Delahay and Sons and the brick mason contractor was Reed and Brothers. We
also know the names of the members of the first Vestry of Grace, most of whom owned or employed
slaves. Using the 1850 Census, tax records and wills, we hope to identify those whose labors led to the
founding of Grace Church — free, endentured, or slave.
We are looking for people who are interested in finding out. Our way forward is to ask questions. We
would like to give interested people a question, a single question, to research. We can then put all
those questions together to create a picture. We are hoping to have at least a preliminary report for
the Annual Meeting in January. And we
are hoping there is enough interest that
people will have questions of their own.
If you are interested, please contact
Anne Caputo, Eleanor Reed, Jennifer
Eckel or Lorna Worley. These four have
started the process and are looking for
help. We are also looking for questions.
Please send us your questions, and if
you have time to do a bit of research, let
us know.

For a time, Alexandria was the center of slave trading. The photo above
was taken in 1863 — eight years after the founding of Grace Church.
Without question, slaves played an important role in the founding of
Grace Church.
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Giving Thanks at
the Grace Food Pantry

As Christians, we are instructed: “As you have done it to the least of these,
you have done it to me.” The Food Pantry is blessed to be able to provide this
important ministry for our neighbors in need. As we celebrate Thanksgiving,
GCFP would like to take this opportunity to say “Thank You” to the Clergy, the
Vestry, and the many volunteers, helpers and coordinators who are the engine that
drives the important mission and outreach work of the Food Pantry.
During October, GCFP continued to serve an average of 300 families per week with bags
containing food and non-food items like diapers, toiletries and cleaning supplies. This level
of outreach isn’t possible without the support of many. LotsaHelpingHands.com now has a
team of 153 parishioners and friends who help in many ways – either actively volunteering at the
Pantry (94 volunteers!) or supporting GCFP by donating food and funds; bagging diapers and other
items at home; and Super Shopping at local discount and retail stores. This support from Grace Church
parishioners and friends is greatly appreciated. Happy Thanksgiving to you all!

To date in 2020 (January 3-October 23) GCFP has handed out 8,886 bags of food

Rite13 • J2A • EYC:
Stepping Up To Help!

Even while juggling online classes and adapting to
sheltering at home, Grace Church youth signed up
with LotsaHelpingHands.com and have been active at
GCFP during the pandemic!
• Rite 13 created fun Halloween bags of treats.
• J2A stepped up in a BIG way: sorting donations, filling
bags and participating in weekly food distributions!
• EYC began volunteering monthly, fill hundreds of
bags for GCFP weekly food distributions.
These are examples of how our youth contributions to
make a difference in the community. Thank you all!

To Our Food Pantry Partners:
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Grace-Ful Worship
Finding Connections
As I’ve written before in our newsletter, I like to learn about other faiths –
those of the current day and those of earlier centuries – and to find connections with Christianity. I was therefore delighted when I recently read about a
set of Hindu worship practices that I could easily connect with ours. It gave me
a subject for this month’s column and explained what I saw when Brad and I
visited Hindu temples in India. As you read on, you might ask yourself, “Do we
do something like this in our worship?”
A desire to create a spiritual link between ourselves and God is one of the
important reasons why people worship, regardless of their faith. In the Hindu
tradition, worshippers bond with the divine through the rituals of puja (pronounced “poo-ya”). Hindu
worshippers use puja to create a physical atmosphere in which humans and spiritual beings can enjoy
communion with one another through the five senses: sight, sound, smell, touch and taste.
The word puja is derived from the Dravidian word pu (“flower”) because, in its simplest form, puja usually consists of making an offering of flowers or fruit to an image of a deity. Generally speaking, in puja,
a deity who is represented by his or her image (a painting or statue), is honored as an important guest.
The attentions (upacharas) paid to this deity begin in the morning, when he/she is gently roused from
sleep, and extend through the day, including ritual bathing and dressing, serving of three meals, and the
final ceremony of putting him/her to bed for the night.
June Huber

An altar covered by a special cloth provides a reserved place for the rituals to take place. Offerings are
placed to the right of the altar. The worshipper(s) engage in meditation while incense is lit and until
stress has been released, because puja is meant to be a joyful experience. Typically, this is followed by
ringing a bell as an invitation, and progresses to chanting and/or singing, reading aloud from sacred
texts, ritual cleansing, dressing of the deity (if there is a statue),
presentation of gifts (such as flowers), consuming of offerings
(food and/or drink), and more meditation. The number of devotional acts that are performed depends upon individual circumstances. A classic ritual includes 16 acts.
A puja may also include a circumambulation of the image or
temple and, in an elaborate ritual, a sacrifice and oblation to the
sacred fire. Special ceremonies according to the festival calendar
may also be observed, such as swinging the god-image or waving
lighted lamps while chanting a prayer or singing a hymn.
Some pujas can be performed by the worshipper alone, whereas others require the services of a ritually qualified person such as a priest. A puja may be performed for a specific announced purpose or
simply as an act of devotion. Though the elaborate rituals performed in Hindu temples take place at
sunrise, noon, sunset and midnight, puja can be performed in the home at any time. When the worshipper wishes to invite his spiritual guide into his home and heart, the time of day and number of acts
performed are a matter of individual choice.
At the beginning of this article I suggested that as you read further about puja rituals, you ask yourself,
“Do we do something like this in our worship?” If you took up my challenge, I bet that your answer was
usually – or maybe even always -- “Yes!”
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Sailing Around Greece – BC

Evan and Nancy Robinson

Here now in Pandemic Times, international travel is a distant memory,
something most of us of a certain age wonder if/when we’ll ever be able to
resume safely. Back in 2018 B.C. (Before Covid), we had the unique opportunity to participate in two Greek adventures, with entirely different groups of
friends, which might be of interest.

In late June, six of us sailed around Corfu aboard a catamaran,
captained by the husband of a college roommate. We greatly
enjoyed visiting the main town of Corfu and multiple small
islands, eating an abundance of fresh seafood in quayside
tavernas, chatting in French with fellow sailors, trading gossip
with Greeks who had cousins in Fairfax, swimming in aquamarine bays, and scuba diving in dramatic underwater caves
in cold water off Paxos. Setting the mainsail and jib, managing a dinghy to/from shore, and anchoring were occasionally
challenging, particularly where thick sea grass on the bottom
made it difficult to set the anchor.
On our next to last day at Kalami, we found a great place to
anchor about 250 ft from the “White House,” where the Durrell family (of PBS fame) lived during the ‘30s and ‘40s. After
lunch and just before heading ashore, two of us remarked:
“Isn’t that cliff a lot closer than when we anchored?” Yep, it
certainly was – about 75 ft away! We quickly started the engines, pulled up the dragging anchor, anchored again farther
out, then waited 45 minutes to make sure the anchor was
holding! If we’d gone ashore 20 minutes earlier our empty
catamaran would likely have hit the cliff or else drifted out
into the sea lanes towards Albania!

I’m guessing that Nancy and Evan
are on the right.

Three months later (and two weeks after hosting Shrine Mont 2018), we returned to Greece for one
of our bi-annual naval attaché reunions. Once again, we chartered a sailboat with friends to visit the
islands south of Athens – fortunately with a professional husband and wife crew. When we boarded
the yacht “Albatross” they offered to refund our deposit, since the weather forecast was so dire.
Showing questionable judgment, we opted to continue, and enjoyed two great days of sunshine and
favorable winds. Then, late on the fourth day, tropical storm “Zorba” strengthened to hurricane force
and headed towards the Peloponnese. We left Poros at dawn, then sailed and motored for 9 hours in
winds of 30 knots, (gusts to 45) and 10 ft seas, arriving in a secure marina in Athens a half day ahead of
Zorba and its 70 kt winds.
The rest of our reunion (post Zorba) was a wonderful revisit to mostly classical Greece in and around
Athens, plus Delphi, Mycenae, and Cape Sounion. Our Greek hosts arranged for a formidable guide,
“Fani,” the grande dame of Greek travel guides, who was greeted with great deference by most restaurant owners and all the other guides we encountered. Thanks to Fani and our hosts, food and drink
were very reasonably priced since we paid cash for everything, but it meant that Evan (as group treasurer) collected and disbursed more than €10,000 euros during our six day reunion! Good thing Evan
had a money belt and our hotel room a safe! At one dinner in a great traditional restaurant, our Greek
friend Antonia persuaded former attachés and wives from India, Italy, Canada, the UK, Netherlands,
(continued on page 24)
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(from page 23)
and South Africa to join her in dancing the traditional Sirtaki. (We and the Germans hadn’t had quite enough wine
(or ouzo), so we only sang along.)
Greek history and civilization remain awe inspiring, but we
were particularly impressed by: a wonderful concert at
the ancient theater of Herod Atticus when 5,000 Greeks of
all ages, with tears in their eyes, spontaneously stood and
sang a traditional Greek folk song; the full scale working
reconstruction of an Athenian Trireme, the “Olympias” – an
active ship in the Hellenic Navy; olive trees at the ruins of
ancient Sparta; two helmets, one Persian, the second worn
by Miltiades, the Greek Commander at Marathon - votive
offerings to Zeus preserved in the Olympia museum; and
the remains of the rostrum in Corinth where St Paul was
judged by the Proconsul Gallio.
When we got home to the States on 10 October we felt
that we had completely fulfilled our 2018 requirements for
sailing adventures, ancient history, and Greek salads and
seafood.

At the Acropolis with Naval Attache friends from
the Robison’s time in Paris 30 years ago

Grace Notes is published 10 times a year by Grace Episcopal
Church, Alexandria, Virginia – monthly except for combined July/
August and December/January issues. The deadline for submitting
copy is the last week of the preceding month.
The next Grace Notes deadline is November 26 for the December/
January issue. Articles should be submitted by e-mail to grace.
notes@gracealex.org. All articles are subject to editing.
Grace Church’s newsletter team includes
Alison Campbell, Kristine Hesse, June Huber, Teresa Preston and
Frank Waskowicz.
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Parish Staff

November Birthdays
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25
25
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Laura Bellantoni		
Kathie Burgess
Michael Plunkett
Alexandra Wilson
Bette Yancey
Robert Blunden
Gary Schroen
Haile Dagne
Skyler Caceres Yoc
Jennifer Pease
Walter (Peck) Davis
Turner Faires
Amy Barron
Annelise Whitlock
Barbara Simmons
Nancy Rawlings
Amanda Fowler
Michael (Tony) Madigan
Anne Zuidema
Madeline Wolcott
Maxine Meeks
Jennifer Eckel
Denise Bean
Richard Thompson
Joanne Lukens
Grace Pattarini
Muriel Corley
Malcolm Eckel
Ryan Reyes
Leo Ribeiro
Holly Bray
Susan Safelle Hughes
Elly Voghtmann
Christina Iovino
Ben Joyner
Katie Zeigler
Carlisle Bean
Sean Harris
Joe Reeder
Todd Egaas
Liz Imphong
Julie Mills Cizek

Michael Guy.................................................................. Interim Rector
(interim.rector@gracealex.org)
Jason Roberson...........................................................Associate Rector
(assoc.rector@gracealex.org)
Peter Hanke........................................................Parish Administrator
(parish.adminisrator@gracealex.org
Chrissie Crosby.......................................................................................
Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries
(family.ministries@gracealex.org)
Richard Newman.................................................... Director of Music
(music.director@gracealex.org)
Paul Evans...........................................................................Seminarian
Patti Culbreth.............................................................. Head of School
(pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Beth Calaman...............................................Financial Administrator
(bookkeeper@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez........................................................................ Sexton

Vestry

Executive Committee
Anne Caputo .................................................................Senior Warden
Paul Bellantoni..............................................................Junior Warden
Mary Stewart............................................................................Treasurer
Laura Weidenfeld.......................................................................Register
Kemp Williams........................................................ Member at Large
Class of 2020
Khacki Berry .......................................................................Evangelism
Anne Caputo .................................................................Senior Warden
Stephen Lovell ................................................ Stewardship Co-Chair
Mary Stewart........................................................................... Treasurer
Laura Weidenfeld ....................................... .............................Register
Class of 2021
Paul Bellantoni ............................................................Junior Warden
Cleve Corlett............................................................Assistant Treasurer
Diana Jarrett.................................................................... Pastoral Care
Jennifer Pease..........................................................................Outreach
Kemp Williams.................................. Member at Large and Worship
Class of 2022
Alison Campbell ......................Communications and School Board
Ford Chinworth.............................................. Stewardship Co-Chair
Jenny Cline .......................................Christian Education Co-Chair
Erin Kelly .........................................Christian Education Co-Chair.
Stephanie Reed ..................................................................Fellowship
Non-Vestry Coordinators
Tracy Enger ................................................................Education/Youth
Kristine Hesse.............................................................Communications
Michael Jones............................................................................Worship
Cindy MacIntyre.................................................................. Evangelism
Mary Toler.........................................................................Pastoral Care
Lynn Rohrs.............................................................................Fellowship
Judy Willard............................................................................. Outreach
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