Grace Episcopal Church
Alexandria, Virginia

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Choral Eucharist, Rite I
December 24, 2020 – 8:00 pm

Welcome to Christmas Eve Online at
Grace Episcopal Church!
We are excited that you have chosen to worship with us online this evening as we celebrate
the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
We invite you to join us by live stream in the coming weeks to worship during Christmastide
and Epiphany. The full worship schedule can be found in real time and online after
broadcast on both YouTube and Facebook.
We will celebrate Christmas tomorrow at 12 NOON with a Choral Eucharist, also by live
stream.
If you would like more information about Grace, please e-mail our Parish Administrator,
Peter Hanke, at parish.administrator@gracealex.org. More information can also be found on
our website, gracealex.org, or on the Facebook page, Grace Episcopal Church Alexandria
Virginia.
If you are so moved, there are two ways to make a Christmas Eve offering this evening:
1. Make a one-time donation through the website, gracealex.org.
2. Make a one-time donation through the Tithe.ly app available through the App
Store for iPhone and Android.

Music for Christmas: 7:45 pm
Angels We Have Heard On High

arr. Jacob Weber
The Handbell Choir

In dulci jubilo

Marcel Dupré (1886-1971)

Noëls Traditionnels
Noël de la Haute-Normandie
Noël Languedocien: “Laisse-moi dormir!”
Prelude on Greensleeves

Jean Bouvard (1905-1996)

Richard Purvis (1913-1994)

The Liturgy of the Word
WELCOME

The Rev. Jason Roberson

INTROIT ANTIPHON (choir) Dominus dixit

Plainsong, Tone VII

The Lord hath said unto me: Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. Why do the
heathen so furiously rage together: and why do the people imagine a vain thing?
(Ps. 2:7, 1, 2, 8)

HYMN 83

O come, all ye faithful

Adeste fideles

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant Alleluia. Unto us a child is born.
People
O come, let us adore him. Alleluia.
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis

Healey Willan, Hymnal S-202

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Let us pray.
O God, who hast caused this holy night to shine with the illumination of the true
Light: Grant us, we beseech thee, that as we have known the mystery of that Light
upon earth, so may we also perfectly enjoy him in heaven; where with thee and the
Holy Spirit he liveth and reigneth, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
THE BLESSING OF THE CRÈCHE
Celebrant The glory of the Lord has been revealed:
People
And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God.
Almighty and everlasting God, who as on this night didst cause thine only-begotten
Son to be born of the blessed Virgin Mary for our salvation: vouchsafe, we beseech
thee, so to hallow + and bless + this Crèche, wherein are shown forth the wonders of
that sacred birth; that all those who, beholding the same, shall ponder and adore the
mystery of this holy incarnation, may be filled with thy benediction unto life eternal.
Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON
Lector

Isaiah 9:2-7

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts
will do this.

Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The choir sings the psalm.

PSALM 96 Cantate Domino
1 Sing to the LORD a new song; *

sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.
2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.
4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the LORD who made the heavens.
6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!
7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.
8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.
9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.
10 Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is King! *
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity.”
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the LORD when he comes, *
when he comes to judge the earth.
13 He will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with his truth.

Anglican Chant

THE SECOND LESSON
Lector

Titus 2:11-14

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to Titus.

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled,
upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory
of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous
for good deeds.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL ANTIPHON (choir) Tecum principium

Plainsong, Tone V

In the day of thy power shall the people offer thee freewill offerings with an holy worship:
the dew of thy birth is of the womb of the morning. The Lord said unto my Lord: Sit thou
on my right hand; until I make thine enemies thy footstool. (Ps. 110:3, 1)

ALLELUIA AND VERSE (choir) Dominus dixit ad me

Plainsong, Tone VI

Alleluia, alleluia. The Lord said unto me: Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.
Alleluia. (Ps. 2:7)

THE HOLY GOSPEL
Priest
People

Luke 2:1-20

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because
he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there,
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place
for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord

shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be
afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God
and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those
whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what
had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

THE SERMON

The Rev. Jeremy Means-Koss

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM III
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
The People may add their own petitions.

THE PEACE
Our Savior Christ is the Prince of Peace: of the increase of his government and peace
there shall be no end.
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And with thy spirit.

The Holy Communion
OFFERTORY ANTIPHON (choir) Laetentur caeli

Plainsong, Tone II

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad: before the Lord, for he is come. (Ps. 96:11)

ANTHEM The Holly and the Ivy

arr. Richard Shephard (b.1949)

The holly and the ivy, now both are full well grown,
Of all the trees that are in the wood, the holly bears the crown.
Refrain: Oh, the rising of the sun and the running of the deer,
The playing of the merry organ, sweet singing in the choir.
The holly bears a blossom as white as lily flower,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ to be our sweet saviour. Refrain
The holly bears a berry as red as any blood,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ to do poor sinners good. Refrain
The holly bears a bark as bitter as any gall,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ for to redeem us all. Refrain

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds with the Proper Preface.

Sanctus and Benedictus

Healey Willan, Hymnal S-114

The people kneel. Then the Celebrant continues.

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth,
and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine
only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the
cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole
world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given
thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant,
which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye
shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with
these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath
commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious
death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming
again with power and great glory.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word
and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be
unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our
souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy
Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son
Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we
and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us,
and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
THE LORD’S PRAYER

BCP, p. 336

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Fraction Anthem

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
THE ACT OF SPIRITUAL RECEPTION
My Jesus, I believe that thou art present in the Blessed Sacrament. I love thee
above all things, and I desire thee in my soul. Since I cannot now receive thee
sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. As though thou wert already
there, I embrace thee and unite myself wholly to thee; permit not that I should
ever be separated from thee. Amen.
ORGAN SOLO

Noël Landais

Joseph-Ermend Bonnal (1880-1944)

HYMN 111

Silent night, holy night (kneeling)

Stille Nacht

The choir sings stanza 1 in German; then the congregation sings stanzas 1-3.

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost
feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious
Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby
of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful

people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we
humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we
may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee
and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
THE BLESSING FOR CHRISTMAS
May Christ, who by his Incarnation, gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill
you with his joy and peace: and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
THE LAST GOSPEL

John 1:1-14 (KJV)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him
was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men.
And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to
bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that Light,
but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world.
He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He
came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

HYMN 87

Hark! the herald angels sing

Mendelssohn

THE DISMISSAL
Priest
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

VOLUNTARY In dulci jubilo, BWV 729
_____________________________

J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
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Michael Jones
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An Ensemble from The Adult Choir
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