CHRISTMAS LESSONS AND CAROLS
with Choral Eucharist

The First Sunday after Christmas
December 27, 2020
9 AM
GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Alexandria, Virginia

A SERVICE OF CHRISTMAS LESSONS AND CAROLS
VOLUNTARY: Silent Night

arr. Hal Hopson
The Handbell Choir

Chorale Prelude on In dulci jubilo

Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)

THE BIDDING PRAYER
Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear again the message of the Angels,
and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying
in a manger.

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our
disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this holy Child; and let us make this place glad with
our carols of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for the mission
and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this country and within this city.
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor and
the helpless, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the
aged and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin
have grieved his heart of love.
Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with us, but upon
another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word
made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The congregation is seated.

THE FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 9:2-7
Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness–on
them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as
with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across
their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been
born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be
endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands.
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HYMN 98: Unto us a boy is born!

Puer nobis nascitur

The congregation is seated.

THE SECOND LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-2, 3b-7, 9
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the
LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike
the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall
be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead
them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the
ox. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the
LORD as the waters cover the sea.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands.
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HYMN 81: Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming

Es ist ein Ros

The congregation is seated.
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THE THIRD LESSON: Luke 1:26-38
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her
and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible
with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”
Then the angel departed from her.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands.

HYMN 265: The angel Gabriel from heaven came

6

Basque Carol

The congregation is seated.

THE FOURTH LESSON: Luke 2:1-7
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her
to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands.

HYMN 115: What child is this, who, laid to rest

Greensleeves
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The congregation is seated.

THE FIFTH LESSON: Luke 2:8-20
The shepherds go to the manger.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
8

Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands.

HYMN 99: Go tell it on the mountain

Go Tell It on the Mountain
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The congregation remains standing.

THE SIXTH LESSON: John 1:1-18
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning
with God; all things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In him
was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome
it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to the
light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness to the light. The true
light that enlightens every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made
through him, yet the world knew him not. He came to his own home, and his own people received him not.
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God; who were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.
(John bore witness to him, and cried, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me,
for he was before me.’”) And from his fullness have we all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in
the bosom of the Father, he has made him known.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

Paul Evans

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

Celebrant

Almighty God, who hast poured upon us the new light of thine incarnate Word: Grant that the
same light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ our
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant

People

Our Savior Christ is the Prince of Peace: of the increase of his government and peace there shall be
no end.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

arr. Richard Shephard (b.1949)

Whence is the goodly fragrance flowing, Stealing our senses all away, never the like did come a-blowing, Shepherds, in flow’ry fields
of May, Whence is that goodly fragrance flowing, Stealing our senses all away. What is that light so brilliant, breaking Here in the
night across our eyes. Never so bright, the day-star waking, Started to climb the morning skies! What is that light so brilliant,
breaking, Here in the night across our eyes. Bethlehem! there in manger lying, Find your Redeemer haste away, Run ye with eager
footsteps vieing! Worship the Saviour born today. Bethlehem! there in manger lying, Find your Redeemer haste away.
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The people stand.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee,
O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Because thou didst give Jesus Christ, thine only Son, to be
born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Ghost, was made very Man of the substance of the Virgin
Mary his mother; that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become thy
children.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious
Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Sanctus and Benedictus

Healey Willan, Hymnal S-114

The people stand or kneel.

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make us in thine
own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and
to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole
world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his
precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.”
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Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this,
all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of
sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy gifts which
we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his
blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming
again with power and great glory.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless
and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved
Son Jesus Christ.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, whereby
we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who
partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus
Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be
made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; By
whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O
Father Almighty, world without end. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Celebrant

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

THE ACT OF SPIRITUAL RECEPTION
My Jesus, I believe that thou art present in the Blessed Sacrament. I love thee above all things, and I
desire thee in my soul. Since I cannot now receive thee sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart.
As though thou wert already there, I embrace thee and unite myself wholly to thee; permit not that I
should ever be separated from thee. Amen.
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THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and
are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly
Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such
good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee
and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

THE CHRISTMAS BLESSING
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and
peace: and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain
with you always. Amen.

HYMN 100: Joy to the world! the Lord is come

Antioch
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THE DISMISSAL
Celebrant
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

VOLUNTARY: Fanfare on Antioch
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Gerre Hancock (1934-2012)
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Those Serving Today
Celebrant

The Rev. Jason Roberson

Seminarian, Preacher & Intercessor

Paul Evans

Lector

Mary Hix

Crucifer
Choir

Libby Padilla
An Ensemble of the Adult Choir

Handbells

The Handbell Choir

Organist

Richard Newman, DMA

Altar Guild Crew Leader

Nancy Robinson

Flower Arranger

Anne Caputo

Live Stream Crew

Jay Legere & Eleanor Reed

Grace Episcopal Church
3601 Russell Road
Alexandria, VA 22305
www.gracealex.org
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