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you celebrate in worship, and for the witness of justice and compas-
sion you make to the world.  I am looking forward to joining you in 
these ministries.
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To the people of Grace 
Church,

I am filled with joy as I write, 
and I am grateful to God to 
be called as your next rector.  
I see the Holy Spirit at work 
in this parish.  I have great 
appreciation for the depth of 
community you have built, for 
the wonder and beauty that 

Our New Rector

Anne Caputo
Senior Warden

I am writing with joyous news for Grace 
Church.  The Vestry of our parish has unani-
mously affirmed the recommendation of the 
Discernment Committee to call The Rev Anne 
Turner to be the 12th Rector of Grace Church.  
This appointment has been approved by 
Bishop Susan Goff and we are now ready to 
share this wonderful news with all of you.

As you will read below, Anne is no stranger to 
Grace having served on our staff as an As-
sistant to the Rector beginning in 2003.  She 
will start her new position with us on Janu-
ary 19, 2021.  Please join me in thanking the 

members of the Discernment Committee, the Vestry and all who have 
worked to bring the search process to such a happy conclusion.
       Anne

The Rev Anne Turner
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(Continued from page 1)
I am a lifelong Episcopalian who grew up in the Diocese of Virginia.  I was ordained as a priest in 2003.  
Since that time, I have served parishes in Massachusetts and Virginia, as well as working at Virginia 
Seminary.   Preaching, writing, and liturgy are my favorite things to do—but like most parish priests, I 
am a generalist.  I love talking with parishioners in the kitchen while stirring soup, hanging out with the 
youth group, teaching about the Old Testament, or getting to know the people who come to church in 
need.
 
I live in Arlington with my husband Steve, my daughters Lucy (15) and Molly (11), our dog Ridley, and 
our rabbit, Casey.  The pandemic has kept me from going to the theater but not from doing the other 
things I love—running, backpacking, skiing, baking pies, and making art.
 
I am blessed to have served as a priest at Grace once before, from 2003-2007.  That was a deeply for-
mative period in my life, and I have asked myself many times about the question of going “back.”  But 
what I am really excited about is the chance to go forward with you.  I see so much important work to 
be done—strengthening of parish life in and after this pandemic, as well as care for the surrounding 
Arlandria neighborhood—and I want to share that work with you.  This community has so much power 
to witness to God’s grace—to the inclusive, compassionate, and liberating God that seeks out every last 
corner of creation.
 
I can’t wait to get started.  See you in January—
 
      Yours in Christ,
         Anne+

At left, The Rev Anne 
Turner at an Altar Guild 
Tea (2004), above (third 
from the left) at our Ses-
quicentennial, and in the 
Follies at Shrine Mont.
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Tha parish celebrated Fr Michael’s ministry as Interim Rector at services on the First Sunday of Advent.  
His last day at Grace was Monday, November 30th.  Anne Caputo, the Senior Warden, expressed the 
appreciation of the parish, stating that he has blessed us with his pastoral presence and his medical 
backround throughout this year of challenges due to COVID-19.  “We give thanks for his presence here 
among us and we wish God’s blessings upon him as he continues his ministry beyond Grace Church.

Please feel free to send Fr. Michael an email at interim.rector@gracealexorg, or drop a card in the mail 
to him at the parish office: Grace Episcopal Chuirch, 3601 Russell Road, Alexandria, VA 22305.

Farewell to Fr Michael

The Senior Warden, Anne 
Caputo, provides some gifts 
to Father Michael at his 
last Eucharish on the First 
Sunday of Advent. These 
included a box of Godiva 
chocolates, special English 
Tea from Buckingham Pal-
ace, and a red ecclesiatical 
hoodie.

The Rev Michael B. Guy 
Sr S.T.S.
Interim Rector

My brothers and sisters,

I bring you greetings in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.

Happy New Year!

Advent and the beginning of the new church year began on November 29th. In 
this year B of the lectionary, our primary gospel is St. Mark. The Daily Office is 
prayed from year one. In this preparatory time, it might be a good time to start a 
new discipline. Here is a suggestion: use the Daily Office for morning and eve-
ning prayer. You will find comfort and help in this new discipline.

When I came here last year, we had some ideas about how we could execute 
new outreach plans in our community. We did not know that COVID-19 would 
change the plans but not the focus. Our food pantry went from serving approxi-
mate 90 families per week to 200+ families per week. Our recording of the Mass 
is reaching across the country. Very soon we will be able to live stream our vari-
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The Rev. Jason Roberson, 
Associate Rector

ous Masses. These two examples demonstrate God’s word and work cannot and will not be stopped.

It has been my pleasure to have been a part of these and other ministries here at Grace. Now, it is time 
for me to say goodbye. Thank you for all the love you have given to me. Together we have demonstrat-
ed that nothing can stop the church, which is the body of Jesus Christ. Thank you for letting me worship 
with you.  It truly has been an honor and pleasure to serve with you.

Please have a blessed Christmas, a Happy New Church year, and a Happy New Year.

The Lord bless and keep you, The Lord make his face shine upon you, The Lord be with you and grant 
you His peace.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

      Fr. Michael B. Guy Sr., S.T.S.

O come, o come Emmanuel….. by Live-stream!  
Advent is upon us, and we patiently await the coming of the Christ Child. And 
at the same time, we continue to wait for some sense of normality to return 
to our lives at home and at church.  But as we wait, we also embrace change 
(like a new Rector!) and new ways of being the Church and of doing God’s 

and one in the sanctuary above the altar) as well as new microphones in 
the choir loft and Malm Narthex.  We are also converting one corner of the 
library into the “control booth” for the entire live-streaming system.  

 Once the installation is complete, we will begin training of a new guild for 
Grace … “The St. Isidore Guild.” St. Isidore of Seville is the patron saint of 
technology and the internet.  This new guild of volunteers will be part of a 
rotating schedule of “camera operators” each Sunday, to sit at the control 
booth in the library and control the entire live-streaming operation. 

ministry in the world.  

With that in mind, we have begun the instal-
lation of new, state-of-the-art live-streaming 
equipment in the church!  This equipment 
includes four, high resolution, pan-tilt-zoom 
cameras (two in the nave, one in the choir loft, 
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The broadcast will go out live to our Grace Church 
YouTube channel each Sunday morning, and it will be 
archived for viewing at any later time after the broadcast 
ends.

We hope to debut our very first live-streamed worship 
service on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20th 
at 9:00 a.m. We will, with God’s help! It is also our hope 
these live broadcasts will strengthen our ties as a com-
munity and bring us closer together as a parish family 
during this time when we cannot worship together in 
person indoors.  Please plan to join us on December 
20th, on special feast days, and on the Sundays to fol-
low!  Stay tuned for more details to come about Christ-
mas Eve…

We want to especially thank the Saalfeld family – in their 
will, Fred and Liz left a very generous financial gift to 
Grace that has allowed us to install this new technology. 
Their gift will allow us to move into the newly imagined 
future of the Church, participating in ministry on the cut-
ting edge, and able to reach people in their own homes 
until it is safe for us to gather together again.  For all this 
we say, thanks be to God! 
     Father Jason+

Mary Stewart, Treasurer

Hello I’m Mary Stuart and I’m the treasurer right now for Grace Church, but 
I want to speak to you as a parishioner.  When we’re in church we gather 
and celebrate during this time of Thanksgiving. We are still gathering and 
celebrating together in this time of COVID-19,  just not able to come into 
the church to do so.  I say that because the work of the church is continuing 
apace. We are feeding the hungry,  ministering to those in our community 
and in our congregation.  To do that does takes financial resources. 

 I’d like to ask you to take a moment and look at your pledge for this year 
2020.  Complete it  if you’ve not yet done so. I ask that because we are 

A number of parishioners have taken the time to record their perspectives on 
Stewardship -- as part of our annual drive to meet our financial obligations. Mary 

Stewart’s reflection on our finances in 2020 and 2021 is provided below.

The control booth in the library

short. We have been very prudent about what we spent this year , but we have had some additional 
expenses including radiography so that we can bring services to people in their homes. We are about 
$40,000 behind where we have been in past years at this time.  That’s critical funding that we need to 
make our budget this year —  funding that allows us to do the work of the church to take care of each 
other and God’s world around us. So please take a moment and consider completing your pledge for 
2020 and also thinking prayerfully about your pledge for 2021. The budget of the church is made based 
on what you say you can commit to the church for the next year.

        Thank you so much, Mary
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Richard Newman
Director of Music

Advent Lessons and Carols
Please be on the lookout for our recording of Advent Lessons and Carols. It is 
set to release on December 6 and will be included in the Parish email. Music by 
Palestrina, Vaughan Williams, and Bach, as well as festive hymns for the sea-
son.

Ring in the New Year…

Music Notes

No Brass at Christmas
Unfortunately, the King Street Brass will not 
be at Grace this year during Christmas due 
to COVID-19 restrictions. All of the members 
of the King Street Brass wished us a Merry 
Christmas and look forward to celebrating 
with us when we are allowed to meet again 
in the church.

Behind the Façade - A Virtual Tour of the 
Grace Organ
A virtual video tour of the Grace organ with 
organ builder Michael Hart will be avail-
able in the new year. We will tour the pipe 
chambers, talk about the different families 
of organ pipes, and discuss the history of 
our beloved Di Gennaro-Hart organ.

Thank You to Our Choirs
A hearty thanks is due to all those who have 
been supplying music this past year—mem-
bers of the Handbell Choir, our quartet for 
recorded services, and those soloists for our 
outdoor worship. What beauty you bring to 
our worship during this challenging time! 
THANK YOU!

The Handbell Choir is welcoming new members for the new year! There is 
room for two people in our socially distanced space. Please contact me if you 
are interested at richard.newman@gracealex.org 

A Blessed Advent, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year to those who support our music program!

        --Richard Newman

King Street Brass with our choir, Christmas Eve, 2018



Grace Notes December 2020 - January 2021 Page 7

Hello to my fellow great church parishioners and 
veterans.  Father Jason asked me to wear my full 
military uniform today but after eight months of 
quarantine and eight pounds heavier I couldn’t but-
ton the jacket  So this is my alternative for today. 
I hope you understand. The last time I did this I 
wanted to make the point that it’s more than just 
the military folks — retired or active duty. Their 
families too were all part of this.  You have to pack 
up your house, pack up your children, pack up 

Veterans Day
Fr Jason, Jonathan Doelp, Richard Newman and 
Sarah Zeglevski created a video to honor Veter-
ans Day.  Jonathan’s remarks [slightly edited] are 
provided below.

everything to move to some new place, unpack, find a school put your kids in school and then you get 
to do that all over again every two or three years down the road. Right now the military is slightly less 
than one-percent of the population of the United States . So one percent defends the other 99%. That’s 
a rather remarkable statistic. And I think the sad reality is for a lot of the 99 they don’t really under-
stand what theo ne-percent have to go through   —which is an enormous burden. They tend to equate 
it with going off to fight wars. But most of the time it’s spent in peace Even that is a risky business. 
You just never know what can happen with peacetime accidents and particularly in my specialty flying 
fighter jets.

At Grace we really have a remarkable population of retirees and active duty personnel.  It far exceeds 
that one-percent figure I was talking about. The second  commandment “Love thy neighbor as thyself” 
— which is /was important in their military lives, is fully reflected in our daily lives here at Grace. We 
live now in very very turbulent times. A worldwide pandemic which has affected everybody including 
us here . But when you think of what we do here at Grace and how Father Michael and Father Jason are 
navigating this as best as possible given the cards that they’ve been dealt,  we’re doing extraordinarily 
well. Love thy neighbor as thyself —one example the food pantry that’s no longer a pantry it’s a ware-
house and we give that away to people who aren’t even members of this church but are in desperate 
need of food when times are difficult.  This service provides  the rudder to stay on path, reflecting our 
devotion to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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with a virtual week of classes to allow for caution as we re-enter the school year together.  Our desire 
is to keep our in-person classes running throughout the school year, but we will continue to adhere to 
the advice of the Governor, the Alexandria Health Department and the Diocese to keep the community 
safe.

We feel blessed to have been able to offer our students an in-person classroom opportunity thus far.  
The children are thriving -- with all meeting reading benchmarks, facing the challenges of the con-
crete-pictorial-abstract learning progression of Math in Focus, diving into class projects and engaging 
with friends and teachers.  Our classrooms are alive with learning -- academically and socially, with a 
highlight on our character keys of respect, responsibility, courage, compassion and honesty.  We are 
also proud of meeting the needs of a few students whose families have requested a distance learning 
option for the year.  These students zoom into class lessons and are very much a part of their classroom 
community.  

Our teachers are the true heroes at this time.  They work tirelessly to meet the needs of the children in 
the classroom as well as those students who join the classroom from home.  The teachers have had to 
plan lessons that allow for collaboration of thought without breaking social distancing; robust lessons 
that can transfer to the virtual world when needed; assessments that are fair and consistent for all; and 
cocoon those lessons within a motivating challenge that makes learning fun.  They do all of this with 
skill while wearing a mask!  

Many thanks, once again, to the Grace Church Community that keeps the school in your prayers and 
shows incredible support of our efforts.  Thank you, Food Pantry, for working your hours of service 
around those of the school (we hope our Tom the Turkey donations help you); thank you, parishioners, 
who have adapted to the parking lot challenges of a car line each day; and thank you, Father Jason and 
Paul Evans, for taping chapel services each week for our student body.  We feel the many blessings and 
wish everyone a very Happy New Year!

For nothing will be impossible with God. – Luke 1:37  

Our Teachers are the True Heroes
Happy Holidays to the Grace Community!  We look for-
ward to putting 2020 in the rear view mirror and turning, 
with optimism, to 2021.  The new year offers the promise 
of a vaccine and the eventual return to our treasured 
Grace experiences and traditions.

The School celebrated a successful first trimester that con-
cluded with report cards and parent/teacher conferences 
just before Thanksgiving break.  Our faculty, staff and 
students have embraced our important mitigation efforts 
of wearing masks, keeping social distance and washing 
hands.  These efforts have kept our community safe and 
healthy thus far, and we are hopeful that the trend con-
tinues.  We will return from our holiday break this winter 

Patti Culbreth
Head of School

Grace Episcopal School
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Grace Christmas Cards!

It’s not too late! Order your special 
Grace Church Christmas cards, wish-
ing “Peace on Earth” and showing the 
Nave at Christmas. The inside message 
reads:  “… And on Earth, Good Will 
Toward All People. May the Peace of the 
Christ Child be with all whom you love 
this Christmas and in the Year to come.” 

Nancy Robinson

In “normal years” the children 
of Grace Episcopal School fill 
“Tom Turkey” with themselves 

and their gifts of food. 

The tradition continued this 
year, but without the crowd of 
children -- ala social distanc-

ing.

Cards are $15 for a pack of 10 cards, including envelopes, or $25 for 20. Proceeds will benefit Grace 
Church, as designated by the Vestry. To place an order, contact Nancy.Robinson@gracealex.org.

mailto:Nancy.Robinson@gracealex.org
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Cindy MacIntyre

Thanksgiving Baskets. When it comes to helping out our fellow neighbors; 
Grace Church responds and oh how they respond. So when Thanksgiving 
rolled around, with the increased service of our food pantry distribution to 
our neighborhood families; the Outreach, EYC and La Gracia coordinators 
were trying to game plan how to increase the number of baskets knowing 
that they are relying on a lot of the same folks that donate to the food pantry. 
Well let me tell you when Grace Church answers the call, they answer! Last 
year 75 Thanksgiving baskets were distributed. The group’s goal for this year 
was 100, a whopping 25 more than last year. 

Thanksgiving Baskets

Fifty-five baskets came in already completed, donated by generous parishioners and the surrounding 
community. The EYC gave up a Saturday and went to the Giant shopping for another 77 (I said 77, the 
poor stock folks at Giant) for a total of 110 baskets. EYC also came back on Sunday for distribution.  Plus 
another 25 families received Giant food gift cards. Thank you Grace Church for your generosity. 135 
families had something to eat on Thanksgiving Day plus Father Jason has a healthy amount of gift cards 
for his discretionary fund. As a side note this is one event the kids of EYC look forward to. Imagine being 
a part of putting together over 70 baskets. Again thank you for your support of this wonderful activity. 
It makes your heart flutter knowing you had part of this program.

The line of patrons stretched from 
our doors to the distant shopping 

center parkig lot. 
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The EYC did “great”!

Richard Kelly provided some adult 
supervision — his fluent Spanish 

was highly beneficial
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Since the election, a number of news organizations have carried stories about Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden’s Roman Catholic faith and his regular use of a rosary.  Pictures 
have shown the former Vice President with a rosary wrapped around his wrist – a 
rosary that belonged to his son Beau, who died of brain cancer in 2015.

I was struck by one of these stories, by Religion News Service, that not only reported 
on Mr. Biden’s regular use of the rosary, but also quoted an Anglican priest in To-
ronto, Fr. Tyler Wigg-Stevenson, who found Christianity as an adult and now makes 

Anglican Notes

traditional rosaries used by Roman Catholics, as well as Anglican rosaries and Orthodox prayer ropes, a 
form of rosary used in the Eastern Church.

Many Episcopalians are unfamiliar with rosaries.  But in fact they have been around for generations, 
especially among Anglo-Catholics, but also by all who find them a helpful addition to their prayer life.  
At least one Anglican province, Melanesia in the South Pacific, includes the traditional Roman Catholic 
Dominican rosary within its version of the Book of Common Prayer.

The Dominican rosary is made of five “decades” of 10 beads each while the usual Anglican rosary con-
sists of four “weeks” of 7 beads each. In both cases a prayer is repeated as he or she advances through 
the rosary, holding one bead at a time.

Those praying the Dominican rosary repeat a prayer addressed to Mary on each bead while concentrat-
ing on a number of “mysteries” drawn from the Gospels – the Joyous Mysteries of Jesus birth and child-
hood, the Sorrowful Mysteries of His trial and crucifixion, and the Joyful Mysteries of His Resurrection 

Cleve Corlett

and Ascension.

In contrast, Anglican rosaries are meant 
to be an aide to individual prayer. Most 
forms of the Anglican rosary (there are 
several) are based on repetition of the 
Jesus prayer – “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of 
God, have mercy on me, a sinner” while 
concentrating on the intention of the 
individual’s prayer.

For those who have an interest in Angli-
can rosaries, Trinity Episcopal Cathedral 
in Reno, NV, has published an excellent 
little booklet on the history of these 
prayer beads and how they can be used.  
This booklet is available online at  www.
trinityreno.org/files/Anglican-Rosary.pdf 

Anglican prayer beads are available at 
Amazon.com. which also carries books 
on the subject.
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To the Parishioners at Grace Episcopal Church
I am writing to you because it will be a while before we can all gather to 
celebrate the life of my mother, Dorothy Stamps Daniel. Because of this, 
and because she never wanted people to eulogize her at her funeral any-
way, I am writing this letter of gratitude to you, to her Grace Church family. 
My mother was the quintessential “church lady,” and the church she chose 
was Grace Church, Alexandria. Actually, I think she became a church lady 
because of this wonderful place. She took the position of Parish Secretary 
of Grace Church sometime around 1961, as a way, as she put it, to avoid 
being killed by volunteering in the schools. (How did that work out for you, 
Dotty?)

Working  at Grace Church gave her life meaning. She supported the life of 
your church through prayer, as church secretary, as a long time member of 
the Altar Guild, by making Lenten breakfasts with Linda Waskowicz, by be-

Louise Valleau
(Dorothy Daniel’s 

daughter)

ing a Vestry member and Senior Warden, by studying the Bible through EFM, by keeping the books for 
the day school, by pariticipating in Meals on Wheels, and by working with newcomers. She loved God, 
loved her family, loved her friends, and loved Grace Church. I often  thought that maybe God came first, 
and then Grace Church and then the rest of us. Not that we were ever neglected; she had plenty of 
energy and love for us all!

For those of you who knew her mostly in her later years, you could not believe how quick she was 
when she was younger! For example, every Tuesday as I grew up, she was at the Commissary (grocery 
store at Fort Myer) when it opened at 7, bought enough food to feed a family of 6 and get home just 
after 7:30. We had to meet her at the door before we went to school to grab the groceries and put 
away cold stuff before she raced off to get to work (at Grace church) by 8 am. I think she was often 
late, because she did mention many years later that Fr. Merrow was not very pleased by this arrange-
ment. She  worked until 3:30, came home, and left notes for us explaining how to start dinner. Then she 
would take a nap. 

Naps: for those of you who don’t take naps, she really didn’t know how 
she would have survived in life without lying down with a pillow over 
her head for at least 15 minutes. This was her break from work, kids, and 
never ending chores. And woe to us if we bickered among ourselves too 
loudly and she didn’t get the few minutes of peace she needed!

I am sure many of you have stories about her. She made sure of it. She 
had a way of letting each person  know she  thought about  them and 
worried over them. And since she was consistent this way, and always 
shared information either in person, on the phone, or through little notes 
she wrote, she left an indelible memory with each of us.

When she was 94, with Parkinson’s Disease and with a compression 
fracture of one of her lower vertebra, she lamented that she hadn’t got-
ten over to the church to do the books during Holy Week. (You might 
not know that she went through each pew, each week, to make sure the 
books all faced the same way and were in a particular order.) Mind you, 

Dorothy Daniel

(continued on page 14)
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Dorothy was smart, curious, kind, interesting and interested in the world and each of us. She had a 
deep spirituality that was manifested through her daily, ordinary, good works. Her children each got a 
couple of her gifts, but our mom was the whole  package tied up with a  big, red ribbon! 

This is why, I think, each of us loved her. She cared about us. In today’s world, in which we are increas-
ingly isolated, she created community. She made sure her friends, even at the end of her life, knew she 
cared and prayed for them. She helped make Grace Church the community it is, and Grace Church gave 
her the place to do what God meant for her, to contribute to the making of this beloved community. 
She loved each of you, her family in Christ. Thank you, Grace Church, for all of it!

Mark your calendars and join our “live” Chrismas pageant on Zoom during the 
adult forum, Sunday, December 20 at 10:15 AM

Christmas Pageant

she did altar guild at Goodwin House that week, but her heart was at Grace, in your building, with each 
of you.
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What Brought us to Grace 
We are the Jardim family of Del Ray, Alexandria. Jesse (born in 
California) and Elizabeth (born in New York) met here in 2012, 
and have called Northern Virginia home ever since. In 2016 
we welcomed our first son, Julian, to the world and in 2019 
we welcomed Thomas. Thomas was baptised by Father Jason 
at Grace last year, right before Christmas. Together, we run a 
company called Highland Eco Pest Control.   

We started coming to Grace in the summer of 2018. Jesse 
grew up in the church, I did not, but we both thought it was 
important to support the spiritual development of our chil-
dren, so we wanted to find a church home. 

There is so much to love about Grace, but it was the intense 
beauty and sacredness we were all but overwhelmed by our 
first visit that has brought us back again and again. Pull open 
the heavy wooden doors of Grace and you experience a feast 
for the senses—the sturdiness and coolness of the stone, the 
rainbow light dancing through the windows, the flickering 
candles and woodsy smell, the powerful chords of the organ, 

and angelic voices of the choir. Wow. Even our children, who could stay in the nursery, prefer to join us 
in the pews, immersed in all the sights and sounds. (And trust us, we’ve tried to acclimate them to the 
wonderful Grace nursery!) 

Jesse has roots not only in the Episcopal church, but in Virginia as well. His grandfather, the Rt. Rev. 
Gordan T. Charlton, was an Episcopal priest who attended Virginia Theological Seminary, and was later 
faculty there. He married us at a little Episcopal Chapel on Keuka Lake, New York in 2015; he baptised 
Julian in 2017; and earlier this year he was laid to rest at the Seminary at the young age of 96. In these 
days of physical distancing, walking the peaceful grounds of the Seminary has been an almost weekly 
activity for us. 

I grew up in an agnostic family that moved around a lot, but I had a great deal of spiritual curiosity. I 
was always interested in the practices of the Catholics, the Hindus, the Buddhists and more, but always 
felt like an interloper. It is the sermons of Father Malm, Father Guy, and Father Roberson that have 
helped me understand that Christ is just another word for Love. That understanding has allowed me 
to get past any barriers I felt before, and has made room for a new and blossoming faith. I am looking 
forward to my own baptism at Grace duing the month of December.

While we dearly miss our Sunday ritual of walking through Grace’s doors and being all together, this 
pandemic has made it clear to us that the Grace community is sturdy and strong, just like its founda-
tion. We are so grateful to be part of this special community and attempt daily to walk in love. 

The Jardim family: Thomas, Jesse, 
Thomas, and Elizabeth
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GCFP 2020 Wrap-up
As the Food Pantry closes out an extraordinary year, here are stats, photos and 

acknowledgements. In November, despite being open only seven days because of 
the Thanksgiving holiday, GCFP served an average of 294 families per week. 

Additionally, generous donations from Cub Scout Pack 614, Alexandria Country 
Day School, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Pre-School and Grace Episcopal School’s  

Tom Turkey helped keep GCFP in much-needed supplies of all kinds. Thank you!
Mission & Outreach Vestry Chair Jen Pease spoke during her Grace Ministry Minute  

about how GCFP has grown, evolved and adapted during the pandemic. Watch her  
commentary at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUuvnJIdG2Q&feature=youtu.be 

As this issue of Grace Notes goes to press, our Interim Rector Rev. Michael B. Guy, Sr. will have 
concluded his time with us at Grace Church. Everyone at the Food Pantry says “Thank You, Father 

Guy!” for your leadership, support and encouragement as GCFP stayed open during this difficult time to 
help our neighbors in need. Your service volunteering on the food distribution line was especially appreciated!

As 2020 ends, GCFP is grateful to the many individuals, volunteers, groups and partners as well as our clergy 
and vestry, for all their support. GCFP’s ability to continue to Seek and Serve Christ in all Persons is the greatest gift 

we can give to the Infant Jesus. Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year 2021 to you all.

To date in 2020 (January 3-November 24) GCFP has handed out 10,059 bags of food!

Grace Church Food Pantry: Then (pre-pandemic) & Now!
Then

Now Now

Then: An average of 
30 bags of food were 
needed per week 
during pre-Covid-19 
food distributions.
Now: An average of 
300 bags of food are 
made up by bagging 
teams for each week’s 
two food distributions.

Then

Now
Then: Only two volunteers were needed per food distribution shift. 
Now: It takes a team of lotsa volunteers including two Spanish-
speakers to handle each week’s food distributions.

Now

Then
Then: Bonus shelf offerings of three items per client.  
Now: Produce, snacks, diapers, toiletries and TP are given 
to clients – upon request – in addition to their bag of food.

Alexandria Country Day School:  
ACDS volunteers collected four 
carloads of food and diapers for 
the Food Pantry.

Cub Scout Pack 614:  
Had a food drive for GCFP 
and collected over 2,500  
food items.

Tom Turkey: Visited Grace Episcopal School again!  
GES students and parents donated diapers, wipes and food.
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June Huber

Grace-Ful Worship

Distracted by God
The Bible teaches us not to be distracted from God – from whom God wants 
us to be, and what God wants us to do.  Proverbs 4:26-27 states it most 
clearly: “Keep straight the path of your feet, and all your ways will be sure. 
Do not swerve to the right or to the left; turn your foot away from evil.” 

Most distractions have a negative connotation, and several stories in the 
Old and New Testaments illustrate this lesson.  Eve is distracted by the tree 
of knowledge; David is distracted by Bathsheba; Martha is distracted from 
listening to Jesus; and even Jesus is distracted by Satan in the wilderness.  
Such distractions threaten to take our attention away from what we should 
be doing.

Distractions are around us all the time.  We try to get dinner ready and our son walks into the kitchen 
with school forms that need to be signed right away.  We’re working on a long (and rather tedious) 
project for the office, and our attention is repeatedly drawn out the window towards the beautiful day, 
perfect for a walk.  We’re right in the middle of a particularly good murder mystery novel, comfortably 
settled into the sofa, when our housemate noisily enters the room and turns on the television -- to a 
loud game show.  These distractions threaten to take our attention away from what we should do or, in 
the last example, what we want to do.

So, what’s with the title of this article? Is it a typo? Should it say, “Distracted from God”?  No, and 
here’s an illustration.  A few weeks ago, I was troubled because I was procrastinating about finishing 
four small projects. Every time I found myself with free time, I would turn on the television and pick 
up my needlework, instead of working on one of the projects.  I just couldn’t “get off the dime.”  At 
the next Friday morning AA meeting, we were taking turns sharing our thoughts about something we 
had read, like members of a book club.  My mobile phone had been vibrating and I was surreptitiously 
checking it under the table, not paying attention to the meeting.  Then, as 
clear as a bell, I heard someone across the table say, “The answer to Mike’s 
problem is to “do the next right thing.” This is a phrase we often use in AA, 
but I was certain that this time it was meant for me to hear.  Sure enough, 
the next time I had free time, I did the next right thing and worked on one 
of the projects.  I only have one left!

God may have spoken directly to Moses, and perhaps to some others in 
the Bible.  But I think that God mostly speaks to his people indirectly – 
through the world around us, through other people, and maybe even in 
dreams.  It’s happened to me several times, and it’s probably happened 
to you.  It may not be at the most convenient moment.  Unlike a friend who calls us in the middle of 
another conversation, we can’t put God “on hold.”  And it may not be when we are actively paying 
attention because God doesn’t speak on command, or even on request (not to me, anyway).  So, the 
next time that God has something to say to you, whatever you’re doing, I hope that you’re ready and 
willing to be “distracted by God.”
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“One of my dads is going somewhere, I just know 
it,” our dog Cleo said with a look as she saw the 
suitcases piled by the door. And with that, Vance 
embarked on his journey to his birth country, 
South Korea, to be joined by Doug a week later.  

Vance’s journey was the 2018 Mosaic Hapa Tour, 
organized by the organization Me and Korea. The 
tour helps Korean-American adoptees (KADs), 
many of whom are children of Korean women 
and American GIs, get in touch with their Korean 
ancestry and locate their birth parents. (The term 
“Hapa” is derived from the Hawaiian term of a 
person of mixed ethnicity and is considered de-
rogatory by some.) The first part of the two-week Doug Prince and Vance Allen

Korean Ancestry

tour was devoted to the KADs, with spouses joining on the second week. 

After a nearly 15-hour flight, Vance arrived at Incheon and checked into the Ibis Hotel in Seoul, South 
Korea for the first part of the tour. (Incheon and Seoul are essentially a megapolis of 25 million people.) 

Vance (sixth from the lef, top row) with other Korean-American adoptees

Along with 30 other KADs, 
the group toured Seoul. The 
next day each member met 
with a host family for a few 
hours, getting an up-close-
and-personal experience of 
life in South Korea. 

The following day, Vance 
travelled to Daegu, where 
his birth father was once 
stationed and still hosts 
active U.S. Army installa-
tions, known as “Camps.” 
The civilian businesses and 
dwellings that inevitably 
sprung up around these 
installations during and 
after the Korean War are “camptowns.” It is in such a camptown where Vance’s birth mother may have 
once lived. The group then traveled to Pyungtaek to visit the Sunlit Center. Sponsored by the United 
Methodist Women, the center is a safe place where women who previously worked in the sex trade 
and other services for Americans can gather weekly. 

The week concluded with a visit to the Pearl Buck Memorial, an exhibition hall dedicated to Ms. Pearl 
Buck, a philanthropist and author dedicated to helping mixed-race children. The week concluded with 
a visit to the Kim Soon Ja Kimchi Master’s Theme Park, where the KAD tour members actually made 
their own kimchi. 

Doug joined Vance on the second week of the tour, along with spouses and family members of the oth-

(continue on page 19)
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er KADs, in Bupyeong, an administrative district of Incheon. Having eaten Korean food for over a week, 
Vance insisted on another cuisine, so we dined at a Korean version of the Outback Steak House (!?). Not 
to worry though, as we had plenty of opportunities to dine on bulgogi (Korean beef barbeque), chap 
chae (stir-fried Korean noodles), and of course, kimchi with every meal. 

The following day Doug joined another family for a morning of sightseeing and shopping at one of the 
largest underground shopping centers in the world. Bupyeong, like the rest of Korea, is a densely popu-
lated area: no space goes unused. Later that evening the Bupyeong Chamber of Commerce hosted a 
banquet that included an elaborate traditional fan dance performance. 

The highlight of the second week was the trip to Paju for the dedication of the Omma Poom Memorial 
Park, located on the site of a former military base, Camp Howze. The word omma is Korean for “moth-
er,” and poom “symbolizes the love and comfort of being in a mother’s arms.” 1 The KADs on the tour 
all wore the hanboks, the traditional Korean formal clothing that had be graciously donated by a local 
church. Over 150 adoptees were in attendance, along with various dignitaries and even the Korean re-
cording artist Insooni. The dedication included 
650 photos and 60 letters KAD letters written 
to their mothers, including one from Vance. 
The park includes two striking sculptures: 
one of a “lone Korean mother hugging herself 
with empty arms; she represents the hope 
that Korean adoptees and their birth mothers 
will embrace and understand each other.” 2 
The second and perhaps the most prominent 
sculpture is an “image of the circles being 
rolled into a mother’s arms in white linen and 
the gradual gathering of the circles represent 
the meaning of ‘returning to your mother’s 
arms.’” 2

Our last few days were spent on Jeju Island, a 
volcanic subtropical island known for growing 
tea and a vacation get-away for the locals. 

We left Korea with several emotions: a sense 
of wonderment at the remarkable achieve-
ment the country has made, from a war-torn 
society to a world-class economy in a mere 
60 years; sadness at plight of some of the 
adoptees and the uncertainty as to the fate of 
their birth mothers, as well as the mothers’ 
unresolved questions about their mixed-race 
children; and finally hope that reunions of 
birth mothers and children, some of which we 
witnessed, will continue to happen. 

Vance (center rear) at th Omma Poom Memorial  dedica-
tion, wearing the traditional hambok 

  1. Me & Korea. Adoptee Voices. https://meandkorea.
org/adopteevoices 
  2. Association of Korean Adoptees San Francisco. 
Omma Poom, Korea’s First Dedication to Adoptees. 
http://www.aka-sf.org/omma-poom-koreas-first-dedica-
tion-to-adoptees/ 

https://meandkorea.org/adopteevoices
https://meandkorea.org/adopteevoices
http://www.aka-sf.org/omma-poom-koreas-first-dedication-to-adoptees/  
http://www.aka-sf.org/omma-poom-koreas-first-dedication-to-adoptees/  
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Grace Notes is published 10 times a year by Grace Episcopal 
Church, Alexandria, Virginia – monthly except for combined July/
August and December/January issues. The deadline for submitting 
copy is the last week of the preceding month. 

The next Grace Notes deadline is January 30 for the February is-
sue. Articles should be submitted by e-mail to grace.notes@graceal-
ex.org. All articles are subject to editing. 

Grace Church’s communications team includes 
Alison Campbell,  Kristine Hesse, June Huber, Teresa Preston and 
Frank Waskowicz.

December  Birthdays
D2cember 4 Kevin Plunkett
December 4 Taylor Whitworth
December 4 Clara Shriner
December 4 Nicholas Shriner
December 8 Valerie Eudy
December 13 Isabella Giacomo
December 14 Michael Stancil
December 14 Jenni Faires
December 14 Lucy Waskowicz
December 15 Mark Kellogg
December 15 Greg Whitlow
December 15 Peter Eckel
December 17 Mary Fox
December 17 Mary Hix
December 17 Christina Ritter
December 18 David Dellefield
December 18 Maria Ribas
December 19 Mac Rein
December 20 Patricia Edelin
December 21 Wendy Wilmer
December 22 Priscilla Hanley
December 23 Constance Troyer
December 24 Yolanda Oertel
December 26 Eva Lorentz
December 27 Walter Winstead
December 28 Matthew Tschetter
December 29 Linda Durand
December 29 Stanley Borgia
December 29 Brett Medley
December 30 Melanie Farciert

January 1 Judy Miller
January 2 Mira Chiow
January 2 Jane Clare Joyner
January 5 Dorothy Bakke
January 7 Breen Byrnes
January 7 Colby Gustafson
January 7 Emily Smith
January 8 Sergio Yanez
January 9 Wyman Howard
January 10 Sara Waskowicz
January 14 Anne Caputo
January 14 Betty Mills
January 15 Luis Odria
January 15 Peter Spencer
January 16 William Bombo
January 16 Mary Hall
January 17 Caroline Legere
January 18 Anne David
January 22 William Eckel
January 22 Chris Kupczyk
January 22 Alison Smith
January 22 Sandra Wishart
January 23 Nathaniel Ames
January 23 Fernando Espinoza
January 23 Suzanne O’Malley
January 23 Liam Smith
January 24 Billy Faires
January 24 Emily Lopez
January 24 John Ruff
January 24 Charles Winstead
January 26 Barbara McCaffrey
January 27 Pauline Anderson
January 27 Kathryn Pattarini
January 27 Kimberly Person
January 28 James Anders
January 28 Nicholas Gentry
January 28 Nora Gentry
January 28 Lucy Medley
January 31 Anne Boris

Januaary Birthdays

mailto:grace.notes@gracealex.org
mailto:grace.notes@gracealex.org


Grace Notes December 2020 - January 2021 Page 21

Parish Staff
Anne Turner ............................................................. Rector Designate
    (rector@gracealex.org)
Jason Roberson ..........................................................Associate Rector
    (assoc.rector@gracealex.org)
Peter Hanke .......................................................Parish Administrator
    (parish.adminisrator@gracealex.org
Chrissie Crosby ......................................................................................
    Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries
    (family.ministries@gracealex.org)
Richard Newman ................................................... Director of Music
    (music.director@gracealex.org)
Paul Evans ..........................................................................Seminarian
Patti Culbreth .............................................................Head of School
    (pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Beth Calaman ..............................................Financial Administrator
   (bookkeeper@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez ....................................................................... Sexton

Vestry
Executive Committee
Anne Caputo  ................................................................Senior Warden
Paul Bellantoni .............................................................Junior Warden
Mary Stewart ...........................................................................Treasurer
Laura Weidenfeld ......................................................................Register
Kemp Williams .......................................................  Member at Large 

Class of 2020 
Khacki Berry  ......................................................................Evangelism
Anne Caputo ......... .......................................................Senior Warden
Stephen Lovell  ...............................................  Stewardship Co-Chair 
Mary Stewart .......................................................................... Treasurer
Laura Weidenfeld .......................................  ............................Register 

Class of 2021 
Paul Bellantoni  ...........................................................Junior Warden    
Cleve Corlett ...........................................................Assistant Treasurer 
Diana Jarrett. .................................................................. Pastoral Care
Jennifer Pease .........................................................................Outreach
Kemp Williams ................................. Member at Large and Worship

Class of 2022 
Alison Campbell ......................Communications and School Board
Ford Chinworth ............................................. Stewardship Co-Chair
Jenny Cline  ......................................Christian Education Co-Chair 
Erin Kelly .........................................Christian Education Co-Chair 
Stephanie Reed  .................................................................Fellowship

Non-Vestry Coordinators
Tracy Enger  ...............................................................Education/Youth
Kristine Hesse ............................................................Communications
Michael Jones............................................................................Worship
Cindy MacIntyre ................................................................. Evangelism
Mary Toler ........................................................................Pastoral Care
Lynn Rohrs ............................................................................Fellowship
Judy Willard ............................................................................Outreach


