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Herbert Howells (1892-1983)

WELCOME

HYMN 137

O wondrous type! O vision fair

Wareham

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION

COLLECT FOR PURITY

BCP, p. 355

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria in excelsis

William Mathias, Hymnal S-278

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon the
holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may
be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON
Lector

2 Kings 2:1-12
A Reading from the Second Book of Kings.

When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha
were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me
as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not
leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel
came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your
master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said,
“As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to
Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to
him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he
answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said,
“As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them
went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance
from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and
rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other,
until the two of them crossed on dry ground.
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I
am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He
responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from
you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued walking and talking, a
chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a
whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots
of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own
clothes and tore them in two pieces.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The choir sings the psalm.

PSALM 50:1-6

Deus deorum

The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken; *
he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, *
God reveals himself in glory.
3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; *
before him there is a consuming flame, and round about him a raging storm.
4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above *
to witness the judgment of his people.
5 “Gather before me my loyal followers, *
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”
6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; *
for God himself is judge.
1

Anglican Chant

THE SECOND LESSON
Lector

2 Corinthians 4:3-6
A Reading from the Second Letter to the Corinthians.

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of
this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake.
For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL
Priest
People

Mark 9:2-9
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white,
such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with
Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to
be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He
did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and
from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”
Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they
had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON

The Rev. Jason Roberson

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.

BCP, p. 358

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Form III; BCP, p. 387

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Praying especially for those affected by the coronavirus and all other illness around the world,
their caregivers, and those working and serving on the front lines of the crisis; have compassion
on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Remembering all those who have died of the coronavirus, and all those killed in acts of terror,
violence and war around the world, give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence is kept. The celebrant adds a concluding collect.

Celebrant

People

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Celebrant

BCP, p. 360

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you, in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant
People

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION
ANTHEM

My Eyes for Beauty Pine

Herbert Howells

My eyes for beauty pine, my soul for Goddës grace: No other care nor hope is mine, to
heaven I turn my face. One splendour thence is shed from all the stars above: ‘Tis named
when God’s name is said, ‘tis Love, ‘tis heavenly Lovfe. And every gentle heart, that
burns with true desire, is lit from eyes that mirror part of that celestial fire.
Text: Robert Bridges (1844-1930)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B

BCP, p. 361

The Celebrant continues

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in
our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your son Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus

William Mathias, Hymnal S-128

Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us
to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation,
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

BCP, p. 364

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction Anthem

Ambrosian chant, Hymnal S-152

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Celebrant

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

THE ACT OF SPIRITUAL RECEPTION
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament. I love you above all
things, and I desire you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come
spiritually into my heart. As though you were already there, I embrace you and unite
myself wholly to you; permit not that I should ever be separated from you. Amen.

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you for ever. Amen.

HYMN 460

Alleluia! sing to Jesus

Hyfrydol

THE DISMISSAL
Priest
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VOLUNTARY Choral from Suite

Jehan Alain (1911-1940)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADULT FORUM FOR LENT: BOOK STUDY ON LOVE IS THE WAY
Beginning February 14, Valentine's Day (How appropriate!): our
10:30 Adult Forum will focus on a study of Love is the Way:
Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times by Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry. Mother Anne will facilitate the first session. We
will do 2-3 chapter overviews weekly, then break into small group
discussion times.
Bishop Curry uses his own experiences to illustrate how the "way of
love is essential for addressing the seemingly insurmountable
challenges facing the world today… the book will lead readers to
discover the gifts they need in order to live the way of love." (from
the blurb) Reading this affords us the opportunity to learn and
practice a Personal Rule of Life.
"When God, who is love, becomes our spiritual center of gravity, and love our moral compass, we live
differently, regardless of what the world around us does. The world changes for the better, one life at a
time." (p 248)
The book is wonderful, uplifting, galvanizing. And, it is not required that you read it first. Please come
join in our pointing the way towards hope.
Here is the link to Goodreads, which will list out options for purchasing or borrowing the book.
If you need the church to order a copy for you because you do not have access to electronic ordering,
please contact: Chrissie.Crosby@gracealex.org.

SUBMITTING WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS – TUESDAY, 4PM DEADLINE
We are working to streamline our communications in the coming weeks. The new
deadline for announcements is Tuesdays at 4:00. (Announcements will be published
on Friday afternoon.) If the office receives your announcement after this deadline,
the announcement will be published the following week.

GRACE NOTES: THE FEBRUARY EDITION
NOW AVAILABLE
CLICK HERE to download a copy.

BECOMING BELOVED COMMUNITY
Check out our grace church becoming beloved community web
page! We now have website content for our Becoming Beloved
Community activities!
Shout out to the BBC and
communications committees, especially to our web diva Teresa
Preston! Here you can find information about the national
church’s Becoming Beloved Community initiative, how it is
taking shape at Grace, as well as racial justice and healing
resources from the national church, Diocese of Virginia, and
VTS.
You
can
access
it
directly
at:
https://www.gracealex.org/education/adult-formation/becomingbeloved-community/, or go to the Grace Church homepage,
scroll to the Education tab and follow the drop down menu to
“Racial Justice and Healing.” You will also find recordings
from our fall speaker series, Seek Grow and Share, which focused on racial justice and self-care topics.
•

FEBRUARY 16TH & 17TH ON PBS 9:00PM – THE BLACK CHURCH: THIS IS OUR
SONG, WITH BISHOP CURRY AND MORE PBS and WETA will premiere a two-part
documentary series from Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr., THE BLACK CHURCH: THIS IS OUR
STORY, THIS IS OUR SONG, to air February 16 and 17, 2021 at 9:00 p.m. From the PBS
website, “This series reveals the 400-year history and culture of the Black church in America and
explores African American faith communities on the frontlines of hope and change.” Featuring
Bishop Michael Curry and more. A comprehensive program guide, with Bible study guides,
children’s activities, trailers, links to the print book also by Henry Louis Gates, and more can be
found at: https://www.pbs.org/weta/black-church/

•

FEBRUARY 17TH, 6:00PM, VTS DISCUSSION GROUP ABOUT THE BLACK
CHURCH: THIS IS OUR SONG The Virginia Theological Seminary has partnered with
WETA to host a Zoom discussion group on the PBS Documentary Series from Dr. Henry Louis
Gates Jr., The Black Church: This is Our Story, This is Our Song. VTS will host this discussion
group on February 17th at 6pm. The event will be co-moderated by a WETA representative and
VTS student, Donna Arrendell. Register here.

•

FEBRUARY 18TH, 7:00pm – The Alexandria Episcopal Regional Churches Hosting a
Discussion of the PBS Documentary It will feature the Very Reverend Collins E. Asonye,
Rector of Meade Memorial. (Grace church currently has a brown bag sandwich ministry with
Meade Memorial.). To join, go to www.zoom.us, click on “Join A Meeting,” and enter in the
following Meeting ID, 885 2078 2872, followed by the passcode 677949.

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS
Would you like to dedicate the altar flowers to the memory of a
loved one or in celebration of a life event? If so, please support
this ministry by signing up in the Breeze system using the flower
dedication form and we'll be sure to add your dedication in with
the weekly prayers and news. The cost of providing altar flowers
is $40 (and $50 on Christmas and Easter).
***CLICK HERE*** to fill out a Flower Dedication Form!

FOOD PANTRY UPDATES
Grace Church Food Pantry continues to serve approximately 300
families per week.
These items are especially needed this week:
• Masa Harina & Vegetable Oil (Big Need!)
• Canned Diced Tomatoes, Corn and Chicken
• Pasta & Tomato Sauces
• Tortillas
• Baby Diapers: Sizes 2 thru 6
• Deodorant & Shampoo
• Toothbrushes & Toothpaste
We appreciate any support you can provide. If you would like to
make a donation online, please select the ‘Food Fund’ option. If you
prefer to mail or drop off your check or cash donation, reference the Food Fund or Food Pantry on your
envelope and/or check memo line. Your help and generosity is appreciated. Thank you!
Questions? Please contact: Judy Willard: Judy.Willard@gracealex.org or
Jen Pease: Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org

COVID VACCINE REGISTRATION
Residents of Virginia can now register with the Virginia Department of Health
and be notified when eligible to receive the COVID vaccination! It’s a very
simple process.
***Click Here to Register***

STEWARDSHIP 2021
We still have substantial deficit in pledges for 2021. If you have not done so already,
please prayerfully consider your pledge to Grace for 2021.
***Click Here to Pledge***

WE COME TOGETHER IN OUR LIFE OF PRAYER
We are all encouraged to continue praying for all those in need of healing of mind, body, or spirit. We
also pray for wisdom and strength for our communities, our elected officials, and our leaders as they
make difficult and important decisions. As we join together in common prayer this weekend, let us
remember those who are in any need or trouble. We pray for:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

Parishioners: Tina, Frank, Virginia, Barbara, Cathy, Lisa, John, Anne, Christine, Anne, Lisa,
Lucy-Lee, Liz
Family and friends: Cathy, Martha, Margie, Rachel, Anna, Sam, Morgan, Louie, John, +Peter,
Lori, Michael, Gay, Malcolm, Megan, Sharon, Mary, David, Anita, Lizzie, Albert, Joseph,
Daniel, Peter, Kathleen, Emily, Johnny, David, Suzy, Mark, Bette, Michael, Patt & Stu, Maura,
Margie, Dani, Eileen, Bob, Janani, Fr. Chuck, +Whitney, Betty, Colleen, Allison, Robert, Mark,
Ida, Elliot, BJ, Morgan, Nicole, Jon, Joanne, Sr. Rosie, Anna, Suzanne, Emmy, Robert, Joe &
Ceil, Charlene, Tien, Brandon, David+, Joe
Requiescat in Pace: remembering especially Martha Jane Brown, mother of John H. Brown,Jr.,
as well as all those who have died from coronavirus and other illnesses, and all those killed in
acts of terror, violence, and war around the world
Those serving in Afghanistan, Iraq, or Syria and all others at risk: and for healing for US
troops wounded as casualties of war and their caregivers
Others who are overseas serving the Church or our nation, or studying: Virginia Robinson,
Melissa and Edi Jurkovic, with daughters Elena, Ana, Mia and Olivia, Christopher and Marjorie
Corlett, Eric and Karen Coulson, Christopher and Melissa Reed
Those in assisted living: Joan, Clare, Tom, Rose, Margaret, Vi, Mary, Alice, Betty, Jane,
Nancy, Dorothy
The Diocese of Virginia Prayer Cycle: The North Richmond Region churches: All Souls,
Atlee, Mechanicsville; Calvary, Hanover; Church of Our Saviour, Montpelier; Church of the
Creator, Mechanicsville; Church of the Epiphany, Henrico; Emmanuel, Brook Hill, Henrico;
Immanuel Church, Old Church, Mechanicsville; St. James the Less, Ashland; St. Paul’s,
Hanover; The Fork Church, Doswell
The Anglican Prayer Cycle: Please pray for The Anglican Church of Canada

***CLICK HERE*** to fill out a Prayer Request Form!

PASTORAL CARE
Clergy and staff continue daily with pastoral care during this time.
We are always here if you need us.
Please call the church office: (703) 549-1980
if you are ill or if you need pastoral care, or send an email:
Mtr. Anne Turner: rector@gracealex.org
Fr. Jason Roberson: assoc.rector@gracealex.org
For emergencies after hours, please call the
NEW after-hours emergency number: (703) 718-6206.

THOSE SERVING
Celebrant
Preacher
Seminarian & Intercessor
Lector
Crucifer
Organist
Choir
Altar Guild Crew Leader
Flower Arranger
Live Stream Crew

The Rev. Anne Turner
The Rev. Jason Roberson
Paul Evans
Mary Hix
Molly Sim
Richard Newman, DMA
An Ensemble from the Adult Choir
Sarah Shultz
Nancy Robinson
Jay Legere & Geoffrey Whitlock

All printed hymns used by permission from Church Publishing Incorporated.

