Grace Notes
February Edition of the Grace Episcopal Church Magazine
From the Rector
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I write this first Grace Notes letter to
you with double vision. On the one
hand, I want to celebrate. I am here
with you as your new rector, and that
fills my heart with joy. I am exactly
where I want to be, and I want nothing
different.
The Rev Anne Turner
On the other hand, the liturgical calendar shows me something else. February 17 is Ash Wednesday, and the
beginning of Lent makes me think of much more complex emotions:
sadness, longing, regret, and pain. I have long felt that Ash Wednesday
brings a kind of painful honesty to our lives. It is a day when we stop
pretending. It begins a season when we admit the truth: that we are
not OK. That we want things to be different than they are.
This is the truth of our world at this moment—that we are not OK. As
I write, over 430,000 people have died of COVID in the US, and over
two million worldwide. We are stuck on some of the most intractable
problems that threaten our survival—racism, climate change.
We cannot meet together for worship. This parish has done an incredible job of continuing its sacramental and spiritual life in this time; the
new livestreaming technology and those who operate it are true blessings. And yet, it pains me to stand at the altar and look at empty pews.
And yet, perhaps I should write of a triple vision, because even in this
moment I see hope. We are in a time of lament, to be sure. But that
lament has the seeds of our salvation. When we are able to look at our
grief head on—when we can, as Ash Wednesday bids us, name honestly all of our sadness, and regret, and pain—we can know our weakness.
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(Continued from page 1)
And we learn God’s strength. We can know our wounds. And the shape of them shows our healing.
This Ash Wednesday will show our brokenness all too clearly. And yet it also shows the future we want.
We trust in a God who heals. We trust in a God who creates and restores the dignity of every human
being. We trust in a God who loved creation enough to be a part of it and make it all holy. We trust in
a God who gathers his exiled people home.
I don’t want to talk about the future (at least our future as a parish) only in the abstract, because I have
heard many of you wondering when we will gather again and what that regathering will look like. The
diocese’s rules around worship have not felt transparent to you.
If you are wondering how our bishops have come to their decisions, I encourage you to visit the COVID
section of the diocesan website, www.thediocese.net. Our bishops have been consulting with health
and government authorities since last March, and they have been meeting with all diocesan clergy on
regular webinars to discuss their guidance. They have considered the many needs of different ministries—not only worship but also pastoral care, schools, and food pantries, to name a few. They are
concerned not only with our safety as a gathered community but also with our witness of Christian love
for the world during this time, and I am grateful for their work.
During the most recent clergy webinar, the bishops discussed the vaccine process and what might happen next. Their hope is that in four to six weeks, they might be able to develop a timeline for regathering. To be clear: we will not reopen our doors in March. But we might begin to know at what later date
we can do so.
What will our regathering look like? It’s too soon to know specifics. But I do know three things:
One, no one will be left out. Some of us may be comfortable coming to church sooner than others. But
there will be no second-class Christians, and we will care for our community as a whole.
Two, church will look different than it used to. I’m not sure how. But I don’t believe this is a bad thing.
Change is happening all the time, and while it brings loss, it also brings freedom. God is always inviting
us into new life.
And, three, there will be joy again. Our lament will be heard. God will give us a garland instead of
ashes. He told us that a very long time ago, and it’s still true.
								Yours in Christ,
											

Above: Mother Turner settling into her office. At right,
she shared her rabbit with us at a virtual forum
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Anne+

To Candlemas and Beyond!
This year, as Grace approaches the Feast of The Presentation of our Lord, also
known as Candlemas, we might say together, “To Candlemas and beyond!” If
you have kids (or if you’re an adult who loves Pixar movies) and you’ve seen
the “Toy Story “movies, you know that Buzz Lightyear’s signature catchphrase
is “To infinity and beyond!” The phrase captures a spirit of expectation and
hope, as Buzz and his toy buddies (and their human owner, Andy) journey
together through the universe of imagination and adventure.
The Rev. Jason Roberson,
Associate Rector

With the arrival of our new rector, Grace begins a new chapter. We are
poised to set off on a new and hopeful journey of imagination and adventure.
The possibilities are endless as we set our sights on the future of the Grace

Church community, and Candlemas is a perfect
point of departure. As we bless the candles that
we will use for the coming year on Sunday, February 7th, we also ask God’s blessings on a newly
imagined future, full of light and hope. That same
Sunday we will hold our Annual Meeting on Zoom,
a new class of vestry members will be elected, and
the stage will be set for a productive and fruitful
new church year.
New technology, new ministries and programs, and
a new vision for what it means to “be the Church”
in a post-Covid world give us hope for the future.
Thanks to the Saalfeld family, our new livestreaming technology in the church will allow us to continue
to broadcast our services until we are able to gather again in person - and beyond! We don’t know yet
when we will be able to return to the church for in-person services – it may be late spring or summer,
depending on vaccinations and new hospitalizations. But we do know that through livestreaming (on
YouTube and Facebook) and through Zoom, we will maintain our connections as a community on Sundays and during the week. We are busy planning for Lent and Holy Week, and the online opportunities
are exciting … stay tuned!
The sky – or better yet, heaven – is the limit on where we go from here. Grace remains united as a
community, in prayer and in hope, as we continue to share the light of Christ with a world that desperately needs us. I invite you to dream with us, to imagine how you might connect or reconnect, and to
consider how you might get involved at Grace in new and creative ways. Let us go forth in the name of
Christ – to Candlemas, to infinity, and beyond!
								

Father Jason+
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Candlemas
On Sunday January 24th, Mother Anne and Father
Jason gave candles to parishioners in our parking lot so
that we can all celebrate Candlemas together virtually
on Sunday, February 7.
Candlemas actually falls on February 2, which is
traditionally the 40th day of and the conclusion of the
Christmas–Epiphany season. While it is customary for
Christians in some countries to remove their Christmas
decorations on Twelfth Night (Epiphany Eve), those
in other Christian countries historically remove them
after Candlemas.
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Music Notes - Lenten Hymn Histories
The Great Litany
The music to the Great Litany (so called “Great” to distinguish it from other litanies found in the prayer book) first appeared in 1544. It is found as an appendix
to the book, An exhortation unto prayer, thought meet by the king’s majesty,
and his clergy, to be read to the people in every church before processions.
The basic syllabic chant tune has been attributed to John Merbecke since it is
similar in style to his The Book of Common Prayer Noted (1550). Though The
Hymnal 1982 applies this attribution to Merbecke, it must be noted that the
Richard Newman
chant is taken directly from the Sarum* litany and could have been adapted by
Director of Music
anyone with a slight knowledge of chant. (*Sarum is the Latin name for Salisbury and was the local variant of the Roman rite before the Reformation in England.) Therefore, without sufficient evidence, it is most appropriate to ascribe the tune to Anonymous. [Source: The Hymnal
1982 Companion. ed. Ray Glover]
140, “Wilt thou forgive that sin, where I begun” English organist John Hilton (1599-1657), organist of
St. Margaret’s, Westminster, composed the tune Donne by a commission from metaphysical poet John
Donne, the poet of the hymn’s text. The tune transports us back to the Renaissance and calls to mind
the sound of lute songs. This is one of the trickiest hymns in the hymnal for congregational use.
150, “Forty Days and Forty Nights” The text, originally published in London in 1856, had nine stanzas. It was good poetry recalling the trials of Christ’s temptations and the many ways that Christians
are drawn into sin, but it was “impossible for public worship” in the words of a contemporary editor.
Francis Pott extensively revised the text in which form it was published in Hymns Ancient and Modern
along with Monk’s harmonization of the tune with which it has remained associated.
142, “Lord who throughout these forty days” It is probably safe to say that in the minds and experiences of most Episcopalians, no hymn is more closely associated with Lent than this text and tune.
Claudia Hernaman’s text, written mainly for children, takes the form of a prayer of petition. Stanzas 1 3 ask, “Lord, as you did these things (fast, pray, contend with Satan, win the victory, hunger, and thirst),
we ask you to help us to do these (mourn our sins, stay close to you, struggle against sin, die to self,
and live by your word).” Stanzas 4 and 5 ask for Christ’s presence in life and death and lift up the vision
of Easter joy.
143, “The Glory of These Forty Days” This magnificent Lenten text, rich in biblical allusions can be
found in a 10th century manuscript. It appears to have been written, perhaps, 400 years prior to that
document, but this is not agreed upon by all music historians. The tune ERHALT UNS, HERR was first
included in Joseph Klug’s Geistliche Lieder (Wittenberg, 1543), and is one of several Reformation chorales based on 12th century plainsong.
149, “Eternal Lord of Love” This text was written by Thomas Cain for The Hymnal 1982 in response
to an appeal by the Standing Commission on Church Music of the Episcopal Church for new Lenten
hymns. The 1979 edition of The Book of Common Prayer recaptures the church’s historic function
of Lent as a time of preparations of catechumens for the Sacrament of Holy Baptism which is to be
administered at The Great Vigil of Easter. The hymn is also directed to baptized Christians as they prepare to renew their baptismal vows at that service. Thus, the text is replete with references to baptism
and all of the various things it includes and implies. This new text is paired with OLD 124TH which is
one of the most formidable melodies from the Reformed Churches of France, Scotland, and Holland. It
was originally harmonized and published in Geneva in 1551.
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Stories of Love

February Grace Notes -- School
As we enter the month of Saint Valentine, we are inspired
to share the stories of love from the School.
We LOVE our teachers who have worked tirelessly through
this pandemic. As one of the few schools who continues
to hold in-person classes, we thank our teacher heroes
who are flexible and dedicated. Our students are maintaining the pace and depth of curriculum as is our tradition, and our children are making great strides in learning
Patti Culbreth
as shown on classroom assessments and standardized
Head of School
testing. No “pandemic slump” for Grace School children!
Grace Episcopal School
Much LOVE goes to our families who have embraced our
mitigation efforts and put community first. Our families
are following our guidelines carefully, and we are happy that we have had no virus cases so far this
school year.
Grace School LOVES that our new rector has arrived! We welcome Mother Anne Turner, and we are
excited to continue the treasured partnership between church and school to serve all those “filled with
Grace”.
Our students LOVE their days at school -- learning and playing with friends. We hope the winter allows
for mild weather so our students can enjoy lots of time outdoors.
Our students LOVE watching chapel services each Friday with Father Jason and Mr. Evans. We learn
great lessons from them.
Some LOVE notes from our students:
I love my teacher. She makes me happy. (Preschool Student)
I love that we go outside three times a day. (Fifth Grade Student)
I love to write stories. (First Grade Student)
I love my school. (Second Grade Student)
Happy Valentine’s Day. May we all continue
to be filled with Grace!

Admissions Season
Grace School is in the midst of our admissions
season, so please be sure to tell families and
friends about us. For more information, reach
out to Amanda Hungerford, our Director of Admissions at <admissions@graceschoolalex.org.
Amanda Hungerford
Director of Admissions
Grace Episcopal School
Grace Notes February 2021 Page 6

2021 Grace Church Annual Meeting
Grace Church will hold its Annual Meeting via Zoom at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday,
February 7, 2021. As in much of what we have all experienced in the last
year, it will be a gathering like none other we have experienced. Some things
will be much the same as always, including reports on parish activities over
the past year, from clergy, officers of the vestry, other lay leaders. And the
congregation will elect five vestry members for three-year terms and one person to serve a one-year vacancy from a strong slate of candidates.

Stephanie Reed

Some things will be very different, of course. We will not be gathered together in person. We will have received the Eucharist spiritually in our own
homes rather than physically at the altar of Grace Church. Our greetings to
each other will be via “head shots” on Zoom instead of our customary handshakes and hugs. We won’t get a full look at how much all the children have
grown.

At the same time, we also have a chance to see each other’s faces as we look to an exciting future for
the parish. We have an extraordinarily robust (13!) group of candidates for vestry who have diverse
experiences and outlooks for the future.
And most exciting for most of us, we will set out for the future with our new rector, the Reverend Anne
Turner, who will lead the meeting and help us find our path forward.
Now the nuts and bolts: The vestry election at the meeting will be held using Election Runner, a platform that was recently used for the Virginia Diocesan Convention. Members of the congregation have
been sent, by email, a link to a simple, easy-to-use registration, which will enable the distribution of
ballots in a manner that allows votes to be made anonymously in real time. The Canons of the Diocese do not allow proxy or absentee voting. In accordance with Diocesan canons, all adult communicants (those age 16 and older) who are in good standing in Grace Church, may register and vote in the
Annual Meeting. In order to vote, each person attending the meeting must register using a separate
email account. Along with the link for registration, the email sent to parishioners includes contact
information for getting assistance with technical issues that may arise in setting up or using separate
email accounts.
It is possible that a vote will
be taken to approve sale of
a very small parcel of land to
one of Grace Church’s neighbors. The canons of the
Diocese of Virginia require a
congregation yea-or-nay vote
before real property may
be sold. More information
about this proposal will be
provided before the meeting if we are able to proceed
with the vote at this time.
Parish Meeting 2019
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Our First Live Broadcast
The Fourth Sunday of Advent marked the inagural run of our new video streaming system. Previously,
services were recorded a day or two beforehand. Now we are in a position to live-broadcast all services
at Grace — thanks to the generous gift of the Saafeld family.
We will begin training of a new guild for Grace —“The St. Isidore Guild.” {St. Isidore of Seville is the patron saint of technology and the internet.) This new guild of volunteers will be part of a rotating schedule of “camera operators” each Sunday, to sit at the control booth in the library and control the entire
live-streaming operation.

These photos illustrate the full coverage of
the Sanctuary, Nave, and Choir Loft attained
using the four remotely controlled cameras.
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Fr Jeremy Means-Koss was the
celebrant, assisted by Fr Roberson and our Seminarian Paul
Evans.

(Continued from page 8)

Jay Legere and Eleanor Reed were among the first
parishioners to learn and operate our system whose
contol center is in the library.
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The Pageant - 2020
A virtual Celebration
It was a joyous celebration
orchestrated by Chrissie Crosby
and involving all ages. One special
treat was the three wise men who
brought disinfectant, clorox and
masks as gifts to the Christ Child

The Pageant - 2019

(continued on page 11)
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(continued from page 10)

The Pageant - 2020
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Family Ministries & Evangelism
Back in June, when I was asked to step in as an interim coordinator for these important ministries, I knew the job would change. I
don’t claim to be prescient, but the world, the church, and the job
had already shifted, and I could see how needs and expectations
would continue to evolve.
Maybe it’s also the decades I spent as an intelligence analyst, following bits of information to see patterns and build pictures.

Chrissie Crosby

I’ve attended vestry meetings since I began in this position. I saw
the stewardship numbers as they came in. I heard the dire pronouncements of significant shortfalls in the area that can only be
addressed by cutting “big ticket” items. My position was one such
item, and my contract was ending January 31.

Here’s the upshot:
• I am not going anywhere. I will serve as a volunteer staff member for the next several months
as we move through the pandemic and back into a gathered community. Think of me as like 		
the Medical Reserve Corps volunteers, who are working and retired professionals volunteering
to get our population vaccinated. (They are true heroes!)
• Mother Anne and Father Jason and I are talking about reorganizing responsibilities among all
staff, and I am working with my FAME Brain Trust to formalize some lay committees with simi		
lar duties.
• I am thrilled I get to work with Mother Anne and Father Jason in such a challenging way.
The vestry members still care deeply about this work, and they want to be thoughtful and intentional
about how they move forward in consultation with the clergy about priorities and opportunities, especially given the unprecedented circumstances we are all in.
I hope to continue to encourage enthusiasm and ownership of Christian Formation and Evangelism
among all members. Both are what Jesus tasked us to do; they are baked into our Baptismal Covenant,
as well as our Grace Church Mission Statement. Our charge is clear: Go into the world and make disciples of all people.
					
Let’s go.
						
					
Peace and blessings,
					Chrissie

Grace Notes is published 10 times a year by Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria, Virginia – monthly except for combined July/August and December/January issues. The deadline for submitting copy is the last week of the preceding
month.
The next Grace Notes deadline is February 25 for the March issue. Articles should be submitted by e-mail to grace.
notes@gracealex.org. All articles are subject to editing.
Grace Church’s communications team includes
Alison Campbell, Kristine Hesse, June Huber, Teresa Preston and Frank Waskowicz.
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Carpenter’s Shelter

Grace Church has been involved with Carpenter’s Shelter for over thirty years,
almost from its founding in 1988. Under this program Grace Church prepares
and serves dinner every third Tuesday — rotating between Grace School, the Lay
Eucharistic Ministers (led by Mary Hix) and the Outreach Committee (led by yours
truly).
My personal involvement goes back even before I joined Grace Church. I started
volunteering in 1995 when I was transitionig from active duty Air Force to a civil
service career. My neighbor noticed my sudden stay-at-home status and asked
Cindy Diehl
if I could help out with manning the front desk at Carpenter’s Shelter once in a
while. I did, and my relationship with Carpenter’s has continued ever since.
Carpenter’s Shelter began on a cold winter night in 1982 when Father Tony Casey of Blessed Sacrament Church in Alexandria found one man sleeping in his car and another asleep in the doorway of the
church. He welcomed them into the church. The next night, the men came back. With the help of two
volunteers and ten cots, Father Casey opened the basement of the church to those in need of shelter
from harsh winter weather. Blessed Sacrament’s basement provided shelter to those in need during the
winter for six years, until the church building was torn down in 1988.
With the shelter gone and the demand growing for bed space, a small group of dedicated individuals
founded Carpenter’s Shelter in 1988 in an empty warehouse on Wythe Street in Alexandria. Ten years
later, it moved to its present location on 930 N. Henry Street. Construction of a new building began
in 2018 and Carpenter’s moved temporarily into the empty Landmark Mall property. Construction was
completed in December, 2020 resulting in a multi-story building with a state-of-the-art residential shelter, day programs and administrative oﬃces on the first floor, 97 aﬀordable apartments on the six floors
above, and ten eﬃciency apartments dedicated for permanent supportive housing,
Carpenter’s served more than 840 men, women and children in fiscal year 2020. It offers a 60-bed
emergency shelter with rigorous case management, education, employment and housing services; a
day shelter that addresses the basic needs of chronically homeless individuals; the City of Alexandria
Winter Shelter run from November to April; and a Community Case Management (CCM) program that
continues to support clients
who have graduated from
the shelter for a minimum
of one year. These comprehensive services meet
the immediate needs of
homeless individuals and
families, helping them
transition into stability and
self-suﬃciency.
I am proud of the fact the
Grace Church has continued
to support Carpenter’s shelter, from preparing meals to
ongoing financial support.

A crew from Grace serving food at Carpenter’s in the old kitchen. L to R:Doug Prince, Cindy Diehl, Cindy Halim (a swimming buddy of Doug’s)
and Frank Waskowicz
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Anglican Notes

When we think of the Anglican Communion, most of us think of individual and independent Anglican (or Episcopal) churches in provinces that conform to individual
countries or jurisdictions. Thus there is the Episcopal Church in the United States
and the Anglican Church of New Zealand and so on.
Cleve Corlett

But it’s not all that simple all of the time. Great Britain, for example, has four distinct and independent Anglican churches – those of England, Wales, Scotland and
Ireland.

And sometimes it works the other way. The Anglican Church of Southern Africa is at home not just in
South Africa, but also includes dioceses in Angola, Mozambique, Lesotho, and Namibia. The Episcopal
Church in the United States covers not just the U.S. itself, but includes dioceses in Haiti, Cuba, Honduras
and several other countries.
Where it gets really confusing, however, is Europe where four distinct Anglican churches sponsor parishes, often in the same place.
The four are the convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe (also called the Episcopal Church in
Europe), the Church of England’s Diocese of Gibraltar in Europe (also called the Diocese in Europe), the
Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church and the Lusitanian Catholic Apostolic Evangelical Church in Portugal
which is an extra-provincial diocese under the metropolitical authority of the Archbishop of Canterbury.
These four jurisdictions often have competing parishes in the same jurisdictions. One can find in Paris
both an Episcopal cathedral and a parish of the Church of England. The presence of a similar overlapping Anglican presence can be found throughout Europe.
Complicating this competition is the existence of the Old Catholics. The Old Catholics are a distinct
Church that came together in the 19th century when numerous Roman Catholics rejected claims of the
Papacy to such doctrines as Papal infallibility. Over the years they joined together under the “Declaration of Utrecht” in 1889. Since 1932 they have been in full communion with the Anglican Communion.
This means it is possible for an Episcopalian visitor to a European city to have a choice of two or even
three distinct parishes when he or she seeks communion.
Steps now are underway to try and sort out this confusion. In December, the bishops of the four competing Anglican jurisdictions joined together to pledge that they would consult closely when appointing
new bishops and assigning clergy to their parishes, especially where there is a competing presence in
the same jurisdiction.
While welcome, the pledge of closer cooperation does not go as far as what many have sought – namely a distinct European Anglican/Episcopal province under unified leadership. The bishops who attended
the Lambeth conferences in both 1968 and 1978 called for such unification. Still, the pledge for greater
cooperation is a step toward closer unity – and less confusion.
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Time for Hoagies
Hoagie Sale !!!!
The EYC wants to keep the Hoagie Tradition alive and give back
to all the wonderful Grace parishioners who have supported
EYC. Hence $1 hoagies. They will be made by the youth at the
Alexandria Hard Tiimes Cafe with proper social distancing.
To order, email Rich Kelly at richkellyhtc@gmail.com
Rich Kelly

We will deliver to Goodwin House Alexandria and Goodwin
House Baileys and distribute curbside at Grace Church on Super
Bowl Sunday

Photos from an earlier day when EYC
gathered in the Merrow Hall Auditorium
to create and sell hoagies
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Christmas Eve- 2020
A virtual Celebration

The Rev. Jeremy Means-Koss

(continued on page 17)
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Charles Ward Morris
Ward died at the Virginia Hospital Center on January 1, with Barbara,
his wife of 56 years, at his side.
Ward was born in Seattle Washington, and graduated from Whitman
College, Walla Walla, Washington in 1959. He served in Navy Intellgence for 31 years in disperate duty assignments — Germany, Japan,
taking him to duty stations in Germany, Japan, Ft Meade MD, and
Washington DC. During his assignment in Hawaii in 1964, he met and
married Barbara. a Navy Lieutenant (six months senior to Ward!).
Upon retirement in Alexandria, Ward was an active supporter of
numberous arts organizations, includng his great love, the Washington
Opera where he volunteered for 26 years in the office and also as a supernumerary in roles such as
soldier, courtier and priest.
Ward and Barbara never lost their love of travel, visiting together over 100 countries.
During 44 years at Grace, Ward was what Father Malm called “an A-Team Usher.” He was also a volunteer for The Capital Area Food Bank, St. Clement’s Homeless Shelter, Brown Bag Lunch program
and Meals on Wheels. He enjoyed his stints on seminarian lay committees.
Ward donated his body to Georgetown University School of Medicine for anatomical study. Memorial services and inurnment of ashes will be held at some point in the future at Arlington National Cemetary.

MY TRIBUTE TO WARD, A WORLD WANDERER
We were travelers, Ward, and I. He visited 105 countries; I’m a sluggard
with only 96. Ward was a dedicated cathedral/museum person while I’m
definitely a sidewalk café person. If Ward didn’t tour at least one cathedral or
museum before lunch, he became pale and petulant. If I can’t sip cappuchino
at a sidewalk café every afternoon, I whimper piteously.
One other difference: we didn’t roam the world exactly together. His
stride was much longer than mine, so he was always ahead of me. I scurried
after him, like an ancient Chinese wife with bound feet, crying, “Wait! Wait!”
Barbara Morris
Some time ago, I gave serious thought to our different approaches to life.
At the time I was clinging like lichen to the steep stones of an ancient Mayan
pyramid in Chichenitza, Mexico. Frozen in place half-way up, afraid to crawl higher or slither down to
an ignominious death in the jungle, I suddenly recalled my wedding vows. Had I really vowed to follow Ward up pyramids, towers and cliffs around the world? Had I promised to sit in the “death seat” in
rental cars while Ward drove, hell-bent, over dizzying hairpin mountain passes with speed and passion
that would make Mario Andretti look like a Student Driver?
Had I agreed to be violently seasick on the churning delta of Venezuela’s Orinoco River; to fight
vertigo on the dark, spiral staircases of Europe’s tallest cathedral spires; to clamp on a snorkel mask and
doggedly paddle after Ward to explore Hawaii’s coral reefs under the steely-eyed gaze of vicious moray
eels; to swoop, white-knuckled, in a tiny prop plane through the jungle mists over sky-high Angel Falls
(Continued on page 19)
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(Continued from page 18)
in Venezuela; to swallow my panic parasailing after him 200 feet above Acapulco Bay; to bear the pain
of knotted calves from clambering after him—“Wait! Wait!”—on the Great Wall of China, and to clutch
the stones of a Mayan pyramid so desperately that my bloody fingerprints are imbedded there for
future archeologists to ponder? Had I given up my free will to sit frozen in fear on Scotland’s infamous
round-abouts while Ward circled and circled and demanded, “Which is our exit? Look at the map! The
map! Unclench your jaw and answer me!”
Oddly enough, Ward and I didn’t always see the same things. For example, on one of those nervewracking jaunts through Scotland where you drive on the left side of skinny, one-lane roads that are
hugged by stone walls and high curbs, Ward raved about the spectacular scenery. I wouldn’t know.
My eyes were riveted on the curb that was so close I could count the legs on the ants. In fact, I was so
shaken in Scotland that I had to be revived every afternoon with scones and clotted cream. In France,
after whizzing over its high, winding Grand Corniche, I was revived by goat cheese and wine, and in
Switzerland a pot of chocolate fondue restored me after skidding over Switzerland’s snow-bound Gotthard Pass.
That day on the pyramid, when the Mayan guide finally pried my claw-like fingers from the stone
and “talked” me to the top, I found Ward there in a transcendental state gazing out at the view. He
seemed a bit miffed to see me. “What took you so long?” I didn’t have the strength to hurl my guidebook at his head, for I, too, was transcendental -–but mine was from oxygen deprivation, rubber legs
and the sheer, stomach-churning terror of peering down the plunging steps to the ant-like tourists
below.
Obviously I’ve survived—just barely. But Ward is now on another adventure, and once again, just
as he beat me to the top of the Mayan pyramid, he has raced ahead of me to heaven, eager to explore.
When I finally get there, whimpering for manna and honey to revive me, I wonder if Ward will look at
me with his crooked grin and jauntily ask “What took you so long?”

Barbara and Ward celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary in Japan (2014)
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Grace-Ful Worship
Nearer, My God to Thee 1
Spiritual growth can take place anywhere and at any time, if we are open
and ready to learn and receive.
Many of us at Grace Church have felt called to visit far-flung places around
the globe in the interest of pursuing the path of spiritual growth -- or, what
Buddhists call “enlightenment”. In my case, this has included temples in
India, mosques in Egypt, churches in Germany and cathedrals in Italy. This
may be a good choice for some of us, especially those who are interested
in learning from other faiths and traditions (and who are lucky enough to
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afford it). On the other hand, this kind of exploration isn’t necessary to
achieve an enlightened consciousness. Spiritual growth can happen anywhere on earth, if the seeker is an open and ready vessel. All that is needed is a powerful intention,
and a willingness to do the work necessary to move forward on the path. With these two qualities, it
can happen without ever leaving your home.
We all miss going to Grace Church on Sundays and worshipping as a community, as a family; however,
spiritual growth doesn’t depend on communal worship. Participation in Bible study groups, prayer
groups and other kinds of learning groups (e.g., EFM) that continue to function with the help of Zoom
can help us feel connected with other seekers of enlightenment.
Spiritual growth need not depend solely on communal anything. I think that most of my own enlightenment has taken place when I’ve been alone. There are more tools currently available to more
people than at any other time in history. We have access to so much wisdom through the vehicles of
books, magazines, the Internet, television, and film. For example, during this past year I have been begun reading my way through the entire Bible – slowly, aloud, to myself. What a pleasure it is to keep to
no one’s schedule but my own! (I’m up to 1 Samuel, chapter 18.) At the same time, I’ve usually been
reading other spiritually focused materials. I just finished an interesting book entitled Sabbath, written
by Abraham Joshua Heschel. The author theorizes that our bodies exist as objects in space, but our
souls exist in the spiritual realm of time.
Private prayer and meditation can be practiced at any time and in any place. Sitting quietly at the same
time every day, saying prayers and then listening for what we might hear in response, is a wonderful
way to continue our spiritual journeys. In addition, our own life experiences continue to teach us new
lessons each day, even under current restrictions. For example, I’ve learned a lot about my need to
stay connected with the different “communities” that I’m a part of (church, family, friends who have
shared parts of my past...).
After the pandemic is over, if we still feel called to travel in search of new teachers and experiences,
then we can once again pack up our bags. But for now, since we can’t and shouldn’t travel, we needn’t
view these restrictions as obstacles to our spiritual development. Instead, we can be grateful that our
time and energy is best spent safely in our own homes, with online groups, reading, meditation and
prayer readily available to help us along our individual paths. We can confidently stay in one place,
knowing that everything that we need to bring us “Nearer, My God, to Thee” is always available right
where we are.
1 “Nearer, My God, to Thee” is a 19th-century hymn by Sarah Flower Adams.
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Meals by Mindy’s

Imagine waking up and finding that there is no water
in your home. Dry taps and empty pipes. This is
how we felt on March 12th at our business, Mindy’s
Catering. Instead of a flow of event inquiries and catering orders going out the door, suddenly it was as
if a faucet turned off and remained dry! Bobby and
I have owned Mindy’s Catering since July 2000. We
plan and execute hundreds of special events each
year and deliver corporate meeting catering. We had
to approach this pandemic with an entrepreneurial
spirit, coming up with a service that might allow us
to keep our staff (and ourselves!) employed and that
would be safe and marketable. Meals by Mindy’s
was born! We offer Dinner for 2 or 4 delivered to
your door or picked up at our location on MacArthur
Erin and Bobby White with their
Boulevard in Washington, DC. Each week features
younger son at Shrine Mont
a new menu of entrees, starters and sides. After being completely closed for 6 weeks with no income,
we started offering the service to existing clients. Bobby suggested letting our friends and neighbors in
the area know about the service and suddenly, most of our orders were from Alexandria! We cannot
begin to express our appreciation for all the Grace parishioners who have ordered and spread the word.
We also wanted to have a give back option for our clients so we partnered with the food pantry. In the
early months, Bobby shopped for produce twice a week for the food pantry funded by our donations
and we arranged for cereal and masa from a wholesale food supplier. Now, we pass on the funds to
the food pantry to manage. Since the first week of May, our donations to Grace have totaled $7627.00.
While we hope to get back to business as usual, this new service has
been such a blessing personally
and professionally, we might just
have to keep it up in the off season
in the future!
Website: Mindyscateringdc.com

Bobby White delivering food to the
Grace Church Food Pantry
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Coming to Grace, Our Story – The Pattarini Family

The Patarinni Family — Katy, Grace,
Amelia, Dan, and
Nicholas working at
the Food Pantry. [An
unmasked photo of
them is on page 12]

It seems like yesterday that we buckled all three children into their car seats and drove about 300 yards
down the hill from our house to attend our first church service at Grace. Time is funny that way because the reality is, it was over 15 years ago. Maybe it’s just one of life’s tricks that 15 years can feel like
15 days? But whether it’s 15 years or 15 days, there is one thing that we can be certain of and that is
the profoundly meaningful and important role that Grace Church has played in our lives. For us, Grace
Church is so aptly named because we feel that God’s blessings, through the community and ministry of
Grace Church, have been poured over our family. We really appreciate the chance to share our Coming
to Grace story.
No story is complete without a prologue, including ours. For us, the period before Grace or BG included, for Dan and Katy, growing up, attending college, getting jobs and starting our own family. While
some of our friends at Grace know lots about us, the Foreign Service (Dan’s occupation) has kept us
overseas for much of the last 12 years. And Grace has been with us and a part of our lives that entire
time.
Some people know that Dan grew up in the Episcopal Church attending St. John’s in Halifax Virginia
from age 8 to 18. He was an acolyte (often serving by himself), a regular attendee at Sunday school
(thanks to his mom) and active in the EYC. Katy’s dad was in the Navy and she grew up in several places
along the East Coast but spent about 10 years in Brunswick, Maine. She was raised in the Catholic
Church where she developed a deep faith. We’re each blessed to have a strong foundation in our Christian faith and we’re even more blessed to have found Grace at a time when we had a young family of
our own.
After Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans and much of the Gulf Coast in 2005, we went to our
church at the time (St. Rita’s) and like many others we were seeking comfort in prayer and looking for
meaning in such a terrible tragedy. While it had been a long time coming, the message we heard that
day left us thinking that we might be better if we found a different church home. Needless to say, it
didn’t take long and we didn’t have to go far.
(continued on page 22)
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Grace has a way of reaching out in just the right way and our story here is no exception. We were
brought to Grace thanks to four people… Jeff Gustafson, Molly Sim, David Adams and Anne Boris. In
2005, Katy was in her 10th year teaching at Cora Kelly and had been both Lauren and Colby Gustafson’s
third grade teacher. Active, engaged and caring members of the Cora Kelly community, Jeff and Molly
knew we were looking for a new church. Jeff even invited us to first come to Shrine Mont and, even
though we didn’t attend following that initial invitation, Jeff walked into Katy’s classroom at Cora Kelly
one day with a yellow folder full of information about Grace Church. At the same time, Dan was working on the Fulbright program at the Council for International Exchange of Scholars with not one, but
two Grace Church parishioners, David Adams and Anne Boris.
So… through steady, kind, persistent encouragement we came to Grace. And we arrived with three
small children who, we quickly realized, were perfectly named. Grace was 6 years old and really excited
to have a church named after her. Nicholas was 3 and equally thrilled with the idea that the Grace
Church children’s choir, at the time, the St. Nicholas choir, was named for him. Amelia, at less than a
year, was just happy to be there although we were certain that when she was old enough she was going
to wonder aloud why something at Grace Church wasn’t named for her.
On the first Sunday we attended Mother Anne Turner gave the sermon. The contrast with our previous
church was clear and it didn’t take long for us to speak out loud what our hearts knew right away… we
were home.
We began regularly attending services at Grace and were immediately brought into the fold. Children’s
chapel, Sunday school, the Adult Forum, coffee hours, EYC sponsorship, acolytes, discernment committees, inquirers classes, the St. Nicholas Choir, the Chili Bowl, mission trips, the food pantry, J2A pilgrimages, Shrine Mont, and so many other activities and moments and reasons to proclaim “Alleluia!” it is
impossible to name them all.
But more than the moments, and the events, it has been our Grace Church family that has sustained
us, in so many ways. It is the people of Grace that are Grace and share Grace and give Grace. And we
can attest first-hand, as can so many others, how profoundly incredible a gift Grace Church is.
When the majority of the last 12 years had us away from home it was the love of Grace that helped to
sustain us. The focus on pastoral care for all those away from home, studying, living, in service to our
country and more… this meant that we were never forgotten, always in the hearts and minds of our
church family. And in some of the dark, lonely and frightening times, the light of Grace Church kept our
family secure in the palm of His hand.
In the latest chapter of our lives at Grace Church we have, once again, experienced the fullness of
God’s Grace through Grace. Throughout much of the pandemic the Pattarini family has volunteered
at the Grace Food pantry. Dan had helped a bit at first, and then Katy, and then one evening in the fall
we brought Amelia with us to help with food distribution. As we got into our car to go home, Amelia
asked if we could help more often. The moment still brings tears to our eyes because it was a rare moment when the voice of our God speaks directly to us through others. It was a moment that we owe to
Grace. To a family that took us in and claimed us. A family that has so nurtured our souls as followers
of Christ. In the midst of this terrible pandemic and the hurt and loss of this past year, that moment of
Grace, that message of Grace, shines brilliantly.
We’ve been at the food pantry every Friday for months now and it is the highlight of our week.
We came to Grace looking for spiritual nourishment and education for our children and for us. We
were longing to be involved in a church community that actively lived its faith and provided each of us
with the opportunity for spiritual growth. Fifteen years later we can say with the most profound wonder and gratitude that we found all that we were seeking and more. We came to Grace and because of
that we, the Pattarinis – Dan, Katy, Grace, Nick and Amelia, will always proclaim, Alleluia! Alleluia!

Grace Notes February 2021 Page 23

News from the Grace Church Food Pantry

The Food Pantry gets ready for 2021

• The Food Pantry continues to serve over 300 clients per week as we jump into the new year.
It’s predicted that the need in our community will remain high in the foreseeable future.
• In a preview of the Mission & Outreach report at the Grace Church Annual Meeting on Sunday,
Feb. 7th, the Food Pantry experienced a 676% increase in demand, distributing 11,951 bags of food
as of the end of December 2020.
• Did You Know? Grant awards from the City of Alexandria and the Capital Area Food Bank added
$29K to our coffers and funded most of our costs in Q4 2020. The combination of grants and
donations will let us continue to operate at the same level into 2021.

Some GCFP Goals for 2021:
• Coordinators at the Food Pantry are implementing new ways to maximize Food Pantry purchasing
power including Subscribe & Save options on Amazon.com for TP, bath soap and other personal
hygiene items for our clients. By using the S&S options, regular deliveries to GCFP at a 15% savings
will ensure the Pantry stays well-stocked and conserves funds. Other frequently distributed items like
diapers/baby wipes and other Food Pantry supplies are also being considered for Amazon S&S ordering.
• Food Pantry “Super Shoppers” visit stores like Costco and Dollar Tree weekly to find good deals for
Food Pantry items including cleaning and laundry supplies.
• As 2021 begins, GCFP welcomes Mtr. Anne Turner as the 12th Rector at Grace Church! And the
Pantry remains grateful to the many individuals, volunteers, groups and partners as well as our clergy
and vestry, for all their support as the Food Pantry continues to Seek and Serve Christ in all Persons.

Wow! During the first 3 weeks in January, GCFP has handed out 904 bags of food

Lotsa Volunteers help GCFP via LotsaHelpingHands.com
In January 2020, GCFP had a group of 30+ volunteers,
working in teams of two, to distribute bags of food to clients.

Did You Know?
168: Number of parishioners and friends who have

signed up on LotsaHelpingHands.com since the site
went live in March 2020.
106: Number of parishioners and friends who actively
volunteer regularly at the Pantry in a variety of tasks
including receiving and storing CAFB food deliveries,
bagging food and other items and participating in
food bag distributions six days a week.
The Food Pantry is grateful to all parishioners and friends who support GCFP in other important ways even
while quarantining at home. Helpers save grocery bags, bag diapers and other personal hygiene items for
clients and, most importantly, by their encouragement, prayers and financial support. THANK YOU!

Ways to help GCFP: Your financial help is always
greatly appreciated! Also, a list of foods and non-food
items is included in the weekly All-Parish email blasts.
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Thank You Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill
Many partners support GCFP. We’d like
to add our thanks to Region 4 neighbor
Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill who
generously donated $2,000 from the
proceeds of their Pumpkin Patch
fundraiser in October 2020.
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February 19
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February 19
February 21
February 21
February 21
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February 28

Helen Viera
Karla Merritt
Perrin Chiow
Kyle Laemmle
Lottie Henry
Lesley Gable
Mario Chamorro
Vivienne Egaas
Kelly Gable
Joseph Giacomo
Daniel Wakefield
Peter Madigan
Sofia Reyes
Bert David
Dina Martinez
Kelley Miller
Hamilton Acabal
Peregrine Enger
Elizabeth Legere
Elizabeth Padilla
Lucy-Lee Reed
Catherine Giacomo
Kate Reeder
Curtis Marshall
Alexandra Milnor
Rosemary Madras
Ashley Spencer
Mary Toler
Anne McFadden
Pamela Valenzuela
Seamus White
Andrew Lorentz
Claudine Donovan
Lauren Gustafson
Evan Robinson
Nancy Robinson
Raphael Sanchez
Connor Murphy
Renee Rutkowski
Graham Borgia
Jay Burgess
Joe Washington
Willem Egaas

Parish Staff

Anne Turner.................................................................................Rector
(rector@gracealex.org)
Jason Roberson...........................................................Associate Rector
(assoc.rector@gracealex.org)
Peter Hanke........................................................Parish Administrator
(parish.adminisrator@gracealex.org
Chrissie Crosby.......................................................................................
Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries
(family.ministries@gracealex.org)
Richard Newman.................................................... Director of Music
(music.director@gracealex.org)
Paul Evans...........................................................................Seminarian
Patti Culbreth.............................................................. Head of School
(pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Beth Calaman...............................................Financial Administrator
(bookkeeper@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez........................................................................ Sexton

Vestry

Executive Committee
Anne Caputo .................................................................Senior Warden
Paul Bellantoni..............................................................Junior Warden
Mary Stewart............................................................................Treasurer
Laura Weidenfeld.......................................................................Register
Kemp Williams........................................................ Member at Large
Class of 2020
Khacki Berry .......................................................................Evangelism
Anne Caputo .................................................................Senior Warden
Stephen Lovell ................................................ Stewardship Co-Chair
Mary Stewart........................................................................... Treasurer
Laura Weidenfeld ....................................... .............................Register
Class of 2021
Paul Bellantoni ............................................................Junior Warden
Cleve Corlett............................................................Assistant Treasurer
Diana Jarrett.................................................................... Pastoral Care
Jennifer Pease..........................................................................Outreach
Kemp Williams.................................. Member at Large and Worship
Class of 2022
Alison Campbell ......................Communications and School Board
Ford Chinworth.............................................. Stewardship Co-Chair
Jenny Cline .......................................Christian Education Co-Chair
Erin Kelly .........................................Christian Education Co-Chair.
Stephanie Reed ..................................................................Fellowship
Non-Vestry Coordinators
Tracy Enger ................................................................Education/Youth
Kristine Hesse.............................................................Communications
Michael Jones............................................................................Worship
Cindy MacIntyre.................................................................. Evangelism
Mary Toler.........................................................................Pastoral Care
Lynn Rohrs.............................................................................Fellowship
Judy Willard............................................................................. Outreach
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