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THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS
WELCOME
VOLUNTARY

Dominica in Palmis

Jean Langlais (1907-1991)

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Let us pray.

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy
upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and
immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE ACCOUNT OF THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY
Deacon

Mark 11:1-11

A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark.

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives,
Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and
immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and
bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and
will send it back here immediately.’” They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside
in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing,
untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then
they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread
their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then
those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming
kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.
THE BLESSING OF THE PALMS
The Celebrant then says the following blessing

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in
triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and
branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant
that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way
that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and
for ever. Amen.
Celebrant
People

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

AT THE PROCESSION
Deacon
People

HYMN

Let us go forth in peace.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

All glory, laud, and honor

Valet will ich dir geben

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
THE SALUTATION
Celebrant
People

Christ for our sake became obedient unto death.
Even death on the Cross.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross,
giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the
way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON
Lector

Isaiah 50:4-9a
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah.

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens–wakens my ear to listen as those
who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn
backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out
the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.
The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face
like flint; and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who
will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront
me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

Mark 14:1-15:47

Narrator

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with
the elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led
him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him,

Pilate

Are you the King of the Jews?

Narrator

Jesus answered him,

Jesus

You say so.

Narrator

Then the chief priests accused Jesus of many things. Pilate asked him
again,

Pilate

Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.

Narrator

But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.
Now at the festival Pilate used to release a prisoner for them, anyone
for whom they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with
the rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. So the
crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his
custom. Then Pilate answered them,

Pilate

Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?

Narrator

For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had
handed Jesus over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have
Pilate release Barabbas for them instead.
Pilate spoke to them again,

Pilate

Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the
Jews?

Narrator

The crowd shouted back,

Crowd

Crucify him!

Narrator

Pilate asked them,

Pilate

Why, what evil has he done?

Narrator

But they shouted all the more,

Crowd

Crucify him!

Narrator

So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them;
and after flogging Jesus, Pilate handed him over to be crucified.
Then the soldiers led Jesus into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the
governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort.
And they clothed Jesus in a purple cloak; and after twisting some
thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting him
saying,

Soldier

Hail, King of the Jews!

Narrator

They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in
homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple
cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify
him.
The soldiers compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the
country, to carry Jesus’ cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of
Alexander and Rufus. Then the soldiers brought Jesus to the place
called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull).

Narrator

And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it.
And the soldiers crucified Jesus, and divided his clothes among them,
casting lots to decide what each should take.

It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified Jesus. The
inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews,”
And with Jesus they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on
his left. Those who passed by derided Jesus, shaking their heads and
saying,
Passerby

Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days,
save yourself, and come down from the cross!

Narrator

In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also
mocking Jesus among themselves and saying,

Chief Priest

He saved others; he cannot save himself.

Scribe

Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so
that we may see and believe.

Narrator

Those who were crucified with Jesus also taunted him.
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in
the afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice,

Jesus

Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?

Narrator

which means,

Jesus

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

Narrator

When some of the bystanders heard it, they said,

Bystander 1

Listen, he is calling for Elijah.

Narrator

And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and
gave it to Jesus to drink, saying,

Bystander 2

Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.

Narrator

Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.
Silence may be kept.

Narrator

And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.
Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way
Jesus breathed his last, he said,

Centurion

Truly this man was God’s Son!

Narrator

There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of
Joses, and Salome. These used to follow Jesus and provided for him
when he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who had
come up with him to Jerusalem.
When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that
is, the day before the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected
member of the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for
the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of
Jesus.

Then Pilate wondered if Jesus were already dead; and summoning the
centurion, he asked him whether Jesus had been dead for some time.
When Pilate learned from the centurion that Jesus was dead, he
granted the body to Joseph.
Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped
it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the
rock. Joseph then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body
was laid.

HOMILY

The Rev. Jason Roberson

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Form III; BCP, p. 387

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Praying especially for those affected by illness around the world, their caregivers, and those
working and serving on the front lines of the crisis; have compassion on those who suffer from
any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Remembering all those who have died of the coronavirus, and all those killed in acts of terror,
violence and war around the world, give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence is kept.

Celebrant

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PEACE
Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.
Celebrant
People

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION
ANTHEM

Ave verum corpus

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)

Ave verum corpus, natum de Maria Virgine, vere passum, immolatum in cruce pro
homine. Cujus latus perforatum unda fluxit et sanguine. Esto nobis praegustatum in
mortis examine.
Hail, true Body, born of the Virgin Mary, who having truly suffered, was sacrificed on
the cross for mankind, whose pierced side flowed with water and blood: May it be for us
a foretaste [of the Heavenly banquet] in the trial of death.
Words: 14th cent. Eucharistic hymn
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A

BCP, p. 361

The Celebrant continues

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins
he was lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by
his suffering and death, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who put their
trust in him.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus

David Hurd, Hymnal S-124

Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may

faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
THE LORD’S PRAYER

BCP, p. 364

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant
People

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.

Agnus Dei

David Hurd, Hymnal S-161

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Celebrant

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world. The Gifts
of God for the People of God.

THE ACT OF SPIRITUAL RECEPTION
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament. I love you above
all things, and I desire you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you
sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. As though you were already there, I
embrace you and unite myself wholly to you; permit not that I should ever be
separated from you. Amen.

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SOLEMN PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE
Celebrant

HYMN 171

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our
Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners,
and to suffer death upon the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

Go to Dark Gethsemane

Petra

THE DISMISSAL
Priest
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PASTORAL CARE
Clergy and staff continue daily with pastoral care during this time.
We are always here if you need us.
Please call the church office: (703) 549-1980
if you are ill or if you need pastoral care, or send an email:
Mtr. Anne Turner: rector@gracealex.org
Fr. Jason Roberson: assoc.rector@gracealex.org
For emergencies after hours, please call the
NEW after-hours emergency number:

(571) 308-3219

Grace Episcopal Church
Alexandria, Virginia
ANNOUNCEMENTS
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
•

March 27 - 12-2 PM - Palm Saturday Palm Pick-Up in the Parking Lot!
Drive by to pick up your palms – rain or shine! – as well as other instructions for athome celebrations during Holy Week and Easter, including a REVERSE Easter Egg Hunt. Come pick up
rocks to decorate with paint or permanent markers and bring them back to leave around Grace Church
property as Easter messages and blessings for others.

•

April 1 at 5:00 PM – IN PERSON Maundy Thursday Service for Children/Families* in the
Amphitheater
Followed by Bring Your Own Supper Picnic! (Bring your own blanket to sit on, too.)
Jesus ate with his friends, and we will do the same! (Note: Weather Permitting)

•

April 1 at 6:00 PM – ZOOM Maundy Thursday Service for Children/Families*
***CLICK HERE for the Zoom link to this service***

•

April 2 – IN PERSON Good Friday Service for Children/Families* at 5:00 PM
Amphitheater
Good Friday will involve a pilgrimage to walk with Jesus on the way to the cross and tomb.

•

April 2 at 6:00 PM – ZOOM Good Friday Service for Children/Families*
***CLICK HERE for the Zoom link to this service***

•

April 11 at 2:00 PM – J2A Virtual Bingo Event Pilgrimage Fundraiser via Zoom

in the

***CLICK HERE to Buy Tickets & Register***
•

A Sign up Genius will be posted the week before for everyone to sign up!

* Everyone is welcome. Liturgies geared towards the younger set.

Come for fun. Come for fellowship.
Come for learning a little bit of how the magic of Easter happens.

WE COME TOGETHER IN OUR LIFE OF PRAYER
We continue praying for all those in need of healing of mind, body, or spirit. We also pray for wisdom
and strength for our communities, our elected officials, and our leaders as they make difficult and
important decisions. As we join in common prayer this weekend, let us remember those who are in any
need or trouble. We pray for:
•

Our Parishioners: Tina, Frank, Lisa, Christine, Anne, Lucy-Lee, Jo-Anne, Conway, Bette, Bob,
Kathleen, Virginia, Kathryn, Sara.

•

Our Family and friends: Michael, Patt & Stu, Anna, Charlene, Tien, Brandon, David+, Nadia,
Engie, Julie, Hunter, Chris & Eileen, Peter, Janani, Ed, Mike, Sam & family, Sheryl, Ted, Susan,
Sherry, Michael.

•

Those in assisted living: Joan, Clare, Tom, Rose, Margaret, Mary, Alice, Betty, Jane, Nancy, Polly.

•

Those who have died: remembering Larry Self, the Rev. William Dols, Charles Zaroulis (father of
Christina Milnor), and all those who have died from coronavirus and other illnesses; and all those
killed in acts of terror, violence, and war around the world.

•

Those serving in the Armed Forces: in Afghanistan, Iraq, or Syria; all others at risk; and for healing
for US troops wounded as casualties of war and their caregivers.

•

Others who are overseas serving the Church or our nation, or studying: Virginia Robinson;
Melissa and Edi Jurkovic, with daughters Elena, Ana, Mia and Olivia; Christopher and Marjorie
Corlett; Eric and Karen Coulson; Christopher and Melissa Reed.

•

The Diocese of Virginia Prayer Cycle: The Upper Tidewater Region churches including Abingdon,
White Marsh; Christ, Saluda; Immanuel, King & Queen; Kingston Parish, Mathews; St. David’s,
Aylett; St. John’s, Tappahannock; St. John’s, West Point; St. Paul’s, Millers Tavern; St. Paul’s, West
Point; St. Peter’s, New Kent; Varina, Henrico; Vauter’s, Loretto, Champlain; Ware, Gloucester;
Westover, Charles City.

•

The Anglican Prayer Cycle: Hong Kong, Sheng Kung Hui; The Diocese of Bari – The Church
of Nigeria (Kaduna Province); The Diocese of Baringo – The Anglican Church of Kenya; The
Diocese of Barrackpore – The (united) Church of North India; The Diocese of Bath & Wells –
The Church of England (Canterbury Province); The Diocese of Bathurst – The Anglican Church of
Australia (New South Wales Province); The Diocese of Bauchi – The Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) (Jos Province).

***CLICK HERE*** to fill out a Prayer Request Form!
(Or, you can also write to prayers@gracealex.org)

THOSE SERVING
Celebrant
Preacher
Seminarian
Lector& Intercessor
Crucifer
Organist
Choir
Altar Guild Crew Leader
Live Stream Crew

The Rev. Anne Turner
The Rev. Jason Roberson
Paul Evans
Mike Jones
Molly Sim
Richard Newman, DMA
An Ensemble from the Adult Choir
Nancy Robinson
Jay Legere & Nate Cline

All printed hymns used by permission from Church Publishing Incorporated.

