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From the Rector

The Rev. Anne Turner

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ ,
Dear Friends in Christ—

This month’s Grace Notes arrives at a 
turning point in the church year.  After 
witnessing suffering and death on Maun-
dy Thursday and Good Friday, we then 
proclaim the good news of Easter: Christ 
is risen, and we are risen with him to new 
life.

This year, the message of Easter feels more profound than ever, as our 
world awakens from the pandemic and as we begin to regather as a 
parish.  (You can read on page 3 what Father Jason has written about 
that regathering process as it relates to worship.)  I want to take a 
broad perspective and think about what it might look like not just 
to sit in the nave again together, but truly to be church in the After 
Times.

The pandemic has not just kept us at home for a year; it has laid just 
about every aspect of our life together on the table for re-negotia-
tion.  And church is no exception.  Here are some of the questions I’ve 
been wondering about:

• Our livestreaming worship has made worship accessible to those 
who are shut in or geographically distant.  How do we remain one 
body with this diaspora parish?

• People now find and sometimes participate in church primarily 
through a screen.  How does that shape the way we share our 
understanding of God?

• School-aged children and their parents (and teachers, too) have 
endured unprecedented isolation and stress.  How do we care for 
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them in the wake of this lost year?
• We all think differently about race than we did a year ago. How do we shape our life together in the 

wake of this new understanding?
• Our Food Pantry stepped up to the need of our community in a crisis moment.  As we move to-

wards some kind of normalcy, how do we keep this ministry sustainable, a marathon rather than a 
sprint?

You may have other questions.  I know our vestry does; they have begun thinking about lessons learned 
from COVID and questions that still remain.

Regathering from COVID is not the same as long-term visioning and planning—but it does require a 
similar thoughtfulness.  As the saying goes, we don’t want to let a good crisis go to waste.  I hope you 
will join me and the vestry in thinking about what you want life to look like in this next, transitional 
time.  And I hope you will share those thoughts.  As the body re-gathers, we need all of us.

Yours in Christ,
Anne+

(Continued from page 1)

Mother Anne distributing the Host to a child 
early one cold Sunday in the Ampitheater

Hats off to Nancy Robinson, her Altar 
Guild crew and our musicians who 
have responded incredibly to COVID 
regulations and the weather to provide  
the settings for our worship in these 
difficult times.
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The Rev. Jason Roberson, 
Associate Rector

Looking Ahead: Regathering for Worship
After more than a year, we are all so exicted to finally regather once again as 
a worshipping community! As more and more people continue to receive vac-
cinations across Northern Virginia and the DMV region, as new daily COVID 
cases continue to decline, and as the Commonwealth begins to ease restric-
tions for public gatherings, we are looking forward to more possibilities of 
in-person worship. 

PHASED REGATHERING: Bishop Goff and the staff of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Virginia have carefully crafted a plan for regathering in phases. The regather-
ing phases are based on the 7-day rolling average of new COVID cases in each 
locality where parishes are located.  For us at Grace, we are watching the data 

for Alexandria City. The data is provided by the Brown School of Public Health Global Epidemics web-
site and can be found here: https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/.

OUTDOOR and INDOOR WORSHIP: Following the diocesan regathering phases, Grace is currently able 
to offer outdoor worship services in our amphitheater. In the coming weeks and months, we anticipate 
being able to offer indoor worship services with a limited number of congregants, following guidelines 
including the wearing of masks and distancing inside the church. The clergy and our Junior Warden, 
Alison Campbell, are currently working on the indoor worship regathering plan that must be submitted 
to the Diocese for approval.   The Diocesan guidelines can be found here: http://www.thediocese.net/
news-and-events/covid-19-resources/.

CHANGES FOR INDOOR WORSHIP: We need to keep in mind that our indoor worship services will look 
very different during this new phase. We must continue to be very careful when we gather, following 
all the recommended precautions and guidelines. Here are some examples of some differences we will 
see when we are able to gather indoors:

Outdoor worship on a crisp March Sunday

• The number of congregants in the nave of the church will be limited due to distanc-
ing requirements. Available seating will be carefully marked, allowing for plenty of 
space in all directions around each person or family.

• Masks must be worn during the entire service.
• Congregational singing will not be allowed for the time being.
• All hymnals, prayer books, and other printed materials will be removed from the 

pews, and a full-text bulletin will be provided for each service.
Once we are able to gather indoors, we plan to con-
tinue offering an outdoor option as well, as long as 
weather permits.  And, of course, our livestreamed 
services are here to stay! And we hope to offer some 
new experiences as well – like the continuation of our 
Thursday night Compline service through Pentecost.  
We are thankful to have the resources at Grace to of-
fer a combination of different worship opportunities. 
Thanks be to God!

    Father Jason+
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Distributing Palms The Saturday before Palm Sunday
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Sunday 9 am streaming service
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Sunday Intergenerational Forum

Lucy-Lee Reed showed 
us how to make a cross 

from a palm

Anne Boris and Chrissie 
Crosby show off their 

Pascal Candles

Cindy MacIntyre told us how to make 
marshmellows disappear. Ellen Rugaber 

and her dad  followed along and did great!

David Crosby told us how to create the first fire.  The weath-
er did not allow him to do it outdoors, so we had to imagine 

— the photo at far left shows the result
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Sunday 12 am service outdoor with ambit

Mary Hix reads 
the Passion

Mary Stewartl usher

Nancy Robinson and the Altar Guild Crew 
worked miracles to make it all happen
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Richard Newman
Director of Music

Calling All Instrumentalists

We are looking for those who play an instrument well to provide music at the 
7:45 am Sunday outdoor service starting after Easter. Hymns or short instru-
mental pieces are welcome. Singing is not a requirement as we are looking for 
music at the offertory during the preparation of the altar and during commu-
nion. Please contact me if you are interested: richard.newman@gracealex.org

Popular Easter Hymn Histories

Music Notes 

174, “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”: The first two stanzas of this hymn look forward to the cel-
ebration of the Eucharist and back to the Passover story from today’s Old Testament Lesson.  This hymn 
is a series of striking images of Christ: he is at the same time the host of the feast (who provides the 
sacrifice), the priest (who offers the sacrifice), and the victim (the sacrifice itself).  Our hymnal setting of 
the German chorale tune SALZBURG was harmonized by Johann Sebastian Bach.

180, “He is Risen”: This text is the Easter hymn in Cecil Frances Alexander’s Verses for Holy Sea
sons; with Questions for Examinations (London, 1846).  That volume, as the preface states, was a 
“Christian Year for Children, in which the attempt . . . is to provide the young with verses which they 
may readily understand.”  The tune UNSER HERRSCHER by Joachim Neander first appeared in his Alpha 
und Omega, Glaub und Liebesubung (Bremen, 1680).  This pairing of tune and text has been in our hym-
nal since J. Ireland Tucker’s music edition of the 1871 Hymnal. 
 
182, “Christ is Alive”: Brian Wren, one of the major English hymn writers of the last quarter of the 20th 
century, wrote these words in April of 1968. This hymn brings the reality of the Easter message into the 
context of the contemporary world.  In describing it, the poet writes, “Ten days after the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, I and my congregation at Hockley, Essex, met to celebrate Easter.  The hymn 
tried to say so with truth and integrity in words that would be more widely applied.”  The tune TRURO 
was first published in Isaac Smith’s Collection of Psalm Tunes, London, 1789.  The composer of the tune 
remains unknown. 

204, “Now the Green Blade Riseth”: This French noël, matched with a text rich in biblical imagery, is 
very much in the style of a traditional carol and as such is a great enrichment to our singing tradition.  
The text by the British author, The Rev. J. M. C.Crum (1872-1958) uses imagery from John 12:24 and I 
Corinthians 15:37.  The tune NOËL NOUVELET is based on a medieval French carol.  This tune conveys a 
mysterious character to the hymn and thus is a wonderful invitation to meditate on the Resurrection of 
Our Lord. 

205, “Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing”: This hymn is another example of “something old, some-
thing new.”  In this case, the old is the tune and the new is the text.  The text was written by the Dean 
of Durham Cathedral, Cyril Argentine Alington, when he was Head Master of Eton and first published in 
Songs of Praise (London, 1931).  It first appeared in the US in the 1971 supplement to The Hymnal 1940 
entitled More Hymns and Spiritual Songs where it was paired with the tune GELOBT SEI GOTT (German: 
“All Praised be God”).  In that book, the text was paired with Melchoir Vulpius’s tune which was first 
published in Jena in 1609.  The stately tune and the concluding Alleluias suggest an entirely older hymn, 
possibly of Teutonic origin.

(Continued on page 10)
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207, “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”: Easter can hardly be properly celebrated without singing this jubi-
lant hymn!  The original Latin version of these words probably dates from the early 14th century.  The 
text probably originated as a re statement of the “Benedicamus Domino” of the Latin Mass.  The text 
has been translated and modified many times which underscores how well liked and important it is.  
In our hymnal, stanza 4 is by Charles Wesley.  Wesley added this final stanza to round out the text and 
provide a strong Trinitarian acclamation at the end.  The tune EASTER HYMN was first published in Lyra 
Davidica, London, 1708, and was written specifically for the text. 

(Continued from page 9)

The congregation joins the choir in singing the Hallelujah chorus on Easter, 2018

The Handbell Choir was never better than on the Third Sunday in Lent
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You might imagine all the ways the vestry is our collective lens on the parish in any given month.   Of 
course, each member of the vestry actively leads a ministry team (or collective teams like Outreach) 
alongside a parish lead counterpart, which gives them “insight” into all the goings-on in every team. 
Then again, as a collective group the vestry provides monthly “oversight” of business and operations.  

So if ministry activities are day to day insight, and vestry meetings are monthly oversight, where ex-
actly does that leave foresight of planning future needs?  Where does that leave setting our upcoming 
goals for this year and next year? Where does that leave visioning and shaping who we want to be as a 
future parish? 

The vestry is making room for these questions this year in a new and proactive way.  

In February, the vestry agreed to begin using a Consent Agenda at each meeting.   A Consent Agenda 
is one method to quickly approve business items that were previously discussed, unanimously sup-
ported, or routinely approved.  The specific Consent Agenda items ready for a vestry vote are set in 
advance of each meeting, and circulated in advance as the top spot on the meeting agenda. At meet-
ing time, the Consent Agenda items not needing discussion are handled in the first 10 minutes, acted 
on with a single vote. We move on to discuss more complex matters or examine new business, with a 
larger portion of the meeting time left to us for other work.

We first used a Consent Agenda in our March vestry meeting.  This model changes the vestry’s view of 
our work by maximizing our collaborative time.   Especially in this year of re-engaging, of re-gathering 
for worship, of re-visioning our future, we are making room for different work.  

This method is meeting-changing.  It’s clearer, easier, more efficient.  It frees up valuable sharing and 
collaboration time. It magnifies important discussions on deeper topics and group planning. Hope-
fully we will spend our vestry meeting time working together in productive and consensus-building 
ways.  Join me in saying, “Eureka!” for new perspective on vestry work.

Vestry Perspective
I recently had a life-changing moment of new perspective. (Some of you 
midlifers may relate. The rest of you, stick with me.)  You see, I’ve worn 
drug store reading glasses for a decade. And trying to preserve an illu-
sion of not needing them much, I have this long-standing habit: I wear 
them up on my head like a fashion accessory, pop them down my nose 
just when I need to read small print, then toss them back up on my head.  
This month, “Eureka!” - I discovered “progressive readers” that I wear all 
day, with a clear top, midrange magnification for computer typing, and 
strong magnification at the bottom for small print.  Clearer, easier, more 
efficient. Life changing!

Which brings me to the point of why I’m writing a vision topic about 
perspective.  

Elizabeth Legere
Senior Warden
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A Great Foundation

A lot has changed from the moment I responded to Anne Caputo’s re-
quest to raise my hand as Jr. Warden for 2021. A new year, a new Rec-
tor, a new hope for Grace Church and our future. My time in this role 
began with meeting with Paul Bellantoni, our former Jr. Warden, Eliza-
beth Legere, our Sr. Warden, and Mtr. Turner, where Paul turned over 
information about our facility, items to watch, the current To-Do list, 
and plans for us to watch and implement in the future. Many thanks to 
Paul for his work and planning last year.

I am starting with this important piece of information as we move to-
wards having more people in the building on a daily basis. Parishioners 
need to be certain we understand the way we need to share the space 
with the school in this time of pandemic. During school hours, there 
are hallways that should not be used to help the school “maintain their 

Alison Campbrll
Junior Warden

(During one of her Arctic trips)

bubble” and remain in session. If you are coming into the building, be certain to only turn right towards 
the church office from the tower entrance. Do not use the door from the church office that is down the 
stairs, that hallway is not available (and not necessary) for church use during school. Finally, if you must 
go to the undercroft, use the stairs by the church Library and when you get to the hallway (I-95), you 
may only turn right. The only bathrooms available during school hours are those that are near the stairs 
that take you up to the Nave, across from the Children’s Chapel. Parishioners and church staff taking 
great care when in the building helps us keep the school safe. 

On a weekly basis, we receive requests about lightbulbs that need 
to be changed, CO monitors beeping because of batteries that need 
changing, and other things that may or may not be a problem and 
we need to take a look to be certain all is well. Pedro, our Sexton, and 
Ben, the school Sexton, work together to take care of many things 
because we share the space to have a properly functioning and safe 
building.

We were quickly able to reinstitute our outdoor in-person worship 
because the amphitheater was ready to go and we already had the 
plan that we used last year. Grace submitted our plan to the Diocese 
for indoor worship last year, and as we hopefully get closer to that 
possibility, we will update and resubmit if the parameters  set forth 
by the Diocese change. 

We are looking carefully at our space. How do we use our space? 
How we share our space with the school and others? How we will 
repopulate the building? We are not the same church we were when 
most of us were last in the building over a year ago. Now we get to 
work together to become the best version of us as we move forward 
into our building and community.
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From the School:
The school wishes everyone a very blessed Easter 
Season where “Alleluia” reminds us of the rebirth 
Christ promises. The school will enjoy a week of 
Spring Break to refresh and rejuvenate.  We then 
return to finish the final ten weeks of school, and 
we pray that we will be blessed with good health 
and safety through the end of the school year.  We 
are so proud of our school community that has 
been going strong, in-person, five days a week 
since Labor Day!  We know our children are meet-
ing or exceeding benchmarks and are happier to be 
together to socialize -- even six feet apart. 

We just finished a successful admissions season 

Patti Culbreth
Head of School

Grace Episcopal School

where we had record interest in all grade levels at Grace.  We look forward to following all the 
guidelines of the CDC and Virginia Department of Education in the fall to ensure another safe 
year.  We currently have waitlists for most grade levels with a little space in preschool, our entry 
year.  If you know of families looking for a great school, please tell them to reach out to our Ad-
missions Director for more information: admissions@graceschoolalex.org. 

We treasure our partnership with the church community.  We have loved working closely with 
Mother Anne, Father Jason and Seminarian Paul Evans in our school chapel services.  Our chil-
dren look forward to holding a cereal drive for the Food Pantry in the early spring.  The outdoor 
Stations of the Cross set up by Chrissie Crosby have led to wonderful Holy Week discussions with 
students and parents.  

To quote poet Christina Rossetti, “There is no time like spring; when life’s alive in everything”! 
We are so happy to be alive at Grace!

Grace Notes is published 10 times a year by Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria, Virginia – monthly except for com-
bined July/August and December/January issues. The deadline for submitting copy is the last week of the preceding 
month. 

The next Grace Notes deadline is April 29 for the May issue. Articles should be submitted by e-mail to grace.notes@
gracealex.org. All articles are subject to editing. 

Grace Church’s communications team includes 
Dan Pattarini, Kristine Hesse, June Huber, Teresa Preston and Frank Waskowicz.
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Vi Legere
Vi died peacefully at home on March 10, 2021. Born in Sanford, 
Maine on March 3, 1928, she was the eldest of four children.
She set an energetic pace in her youth that she maintained her 
whole life.  Dufing her senior year in high sc hoolr, she worked at 
the Sanford Pharmacy with an interesting high school junior, Dick 
Legere, who happened to be the envy of all the students because 
he had a record player at home. He asked Vi if she could bring over 
her records and teach him to dance. She did, and their  first date 
occured in December of 1945.
 
Three months later tragedy struck at home when Vi’s father died 

after an accident at work in the local textile mill. So at 18 years  of age, Vi graduated and took a full-
time office job at the Sanford Mill to help her mother with her three younger brothers, then 4, 8, and 
11 years old. Vi and Dick remained sweethearts through high school and beyond while Dick went to 
college and subsequently enlisted in the Navy.   They were married in Sanford, Maine on July 28,1951. 
Dick was assigned to Washington for a tour with Navy training, and Vi took a job with the Department 
of Labor.  Several other moves— to Maine and to New Hampshire where Dick completd his Bachelor 
of Science degree in 1957. They returned to the Washington area in 1958, living in Arlington  where 
they celebrated the birth of their son, Jay. That event brought them to Grace Church, where Dick and 
Vi were confirmed into the Episcopal church by Bishop Frederick D. Goodwin.
 
The young family moved to Annandale, Virginia where they lived for almost fifty years and where Vi 
discovered her tireless love of physical fitness through gardening.  She could spend every afternoon 
working in her yard, sunrise to sunset every single weekend.  Indoors, Vi surrounded herself with her 
favorite things: daisies — real or painted, a love of anything pink, and her menagerie of stuffed lambs 
and other small “cunnin’ creatures.”
 
Vi worked for twenty years at the Four Seasons Tennis Club, punctuated by annual long summer driv-
ing trips to Maine to reunite with parents, family, and friends.   The day Vi retired, Dick was diagnosed 
with cancer and she nursed him through that journey until his death in December of 1993.  The next 
year she began volunteering at Hospice of Northern Virginia that had cared for Dick, then spent 15 
years working there before retiring a second time.
 
In 2007, Vi’s life was filled with blessings as she welcomed her granddaughter Caroline into the 
world and as she moved to a new home -- an apartment at Goodwin House Alexandria, named for 
the bishop who confirmed her in the Episcopal Church years before.  Her fourteen years at Goodwin 
House were filled with music, art studio time, swimming, meals with friends, and the most uplifting, 
caring community. She will be remembered as a non-stop energetic soul, loving wife, mother, moth-
er-in-law, and grandmother, always humming a toe-tapping tune and always quick to reply “Fine and 
dandy!” when anyone asked how she was.

A funeral service will be held on a future date at Grace Episcopal Church with inurnment in the parish 
columbarium. In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that contributions be made to either: Grace Epis-
copal Church or to the Goodwin House Foundation. 
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J2A Virtual Bingo Event
Pilgrimage Fundraiser

Join J2A for an afternoon of Bingo, fun & fellowship. WIN PRIZES! 

Sunday, 11 April 2021
2:00 PM EST

 Via Zoom; ticketholders will receive event link via email 

Feel Welcome to Play, or Pay Not to Play.

Single Ticket: $20

Double Ticket: $40

Family Ticket (for three players): $50

Golden Ticket (Pay Not to Play!): $75

Sweet of the Game: $10

BUY TICKETS AND REGISTER HERE
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J2A Pilgrimages 

2001  Grand Canyon: Sam Blunden, Chris Caputo, Nick Ramm, Sarah Low, Kendall Metz, Jen-
nifer Beyreuther.  Adult Leaders:  Alison Campbell, Dave and Chrissie Crosby

Pilgrimages have been a part of J2A activities for almost 20-years. Some of the early journeys are 
shown in the photos on this and the folowing page.

This year, J2A plans to follow the footsteps of Paul in Greece. Help them to meet their fundraising goal 
by playing Zoom Bingo! Or....if you don’t like Bingo, buy the Golden Ticket!! 

Help support 
our J

2A 

Pilg
rim

age to
 Greece!!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSd_n-y4_L55GNZL3vVdmtWy-

Q01pf2tDVY140dls5HUP4EetBw/viewform?vc
=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7628

Here’s the link to register (cut and 
paste into your browser)

Single Ticket    $20
Double Ticket    $40
Family Ticket (Three players)  $50
Golden ticket (Pay not to play) $75
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2007 Germany:  Sam Waskowicz! James Malm, Michael Ramm, Edwin Velasquez, Heather Kelly, 
Evan Metz, Kerrigan O’Malley, Rachel Crabtree, Sydney Toler, Martha, Noelle Smoot.  Adult Leaders: 

Chrissie Crosby, Alison Campbell, Mai-Lan Smith, Howell Medley (RIP)

2003 Italy:  Meghan Ames, Sam Bridges, Nick Robinson, Taylor Beyreuther, Chip and Ben Fowler, 
Madison Busker (?), Henny Peterson, Randy Wallace; Adult Leaders: Chris Kupcyzk, John Metz, Chrissie 

Crosby, Martha Bethea (RIP), met up with John and Khacki Berry who were stationed in Italy
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Why Grace?
Donna and I moved from Centreville to Arlington in 1998 to be closer to our jobs in DC, and because 
she was pregnant with Savannah, and because we didn’t want to have a long commute with a baby 
on the way.  We had been married in an Episcopal church in Warrenton (St. James), and we knew we 
wanted to stay with the Episcopal church.  We had visited several churches in the Centreville area, but 
never really felt at home.  In fact, on several occasions we were literally cornered by well-meaning pa-
rishioners to join their church!  

I think, in many ways, Grace Church came to us.  It was not too far from our house and is, of course, a 
beautiful building. The mix of wood, stone, and stained glass gives it a beautiful, natural feeling to it. 
Ironically, Donna had attended another Grace Church growing up in Casanova, VA, so it was obviously 
calling out to us.  

Attending the services was (and is!) a wonderful experience.  The congregation was welcoming and 
warm, and yet we never got cornered like we did in other churches.  The music was wonderful, the ser-
mons well written, and the coffee hour engaging. One of the other things that really stood out was the 
“high church” service with incense and plainsong--there’s a certain timelessness to it.

(continued on page 19)

One of our first big events was Savan-
nah’s christening done by Mother 
Bridges at a 5 pm service.  Savannah’s 
Godmother was not a fan of crowds, 
and the church was happy to do the 
service at a convenient time for us, so 
it worked out for everyone. Stewart’s 
christening was also at 5 

I think what also cinched it for us was 
our first visit to Shrine Mont.  Admit-
tedly, I was a bit dubious about going 
away on a church retreat for a whole 
weekend, complete with a 5-month old 
baby in tow!  It was there that we met 
Cindy MacIntyre and Rich Kelly along 
with their own baby Shannon and 
other young children! So I think some-
where between making new friends, 
the camaraderie, the diversity, worship 
at the Shrine, the Follies, the food, the 
Scotch-tasting, and the mountain, we 
realized we were home.  Needless to 
say, we all had a great time. Stewart, John, Donna and Savannah Hall
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We later moved to England for four years, and Grace continued to send us cards and keep us in-
formed of current events. We could never find a church like Grace while we were overseas, but we 
were very comfortable with the high church service!  We even discovered the beauty of Evensong 
and attended many services in different cathedrals.  Upon our return, Grace welcomed us home 
with open arms. It’s a bit of a longer drive since we’re now in Fairfax, but it’s so worth it.

The foundation that Grace has given our children will stick with them forever.  As a matter of fact, 
Savannah mentioned the other day that she enjoyed the simple traditions of Grace, and preferred 
that over some of the more modern approaches offered by other churches today.  Stewart enjoys 
the fellowship of his friends in EYC, and knows the importance of helping one’s community.  They 
have both been confirmed in the church, and have been acolytes from an early age (but still unwill-
ing to pull off the thurifer 360!)  They’ve watched Donna teach Sunday School, and watched Dad do 
his part with the St. Andrew’s Guild.

We probably don’t get to church as often as we should, but we do what we can. That special, medi-
tative time spent in church is a way for us all to unwind, reflect, and feel closer to God. 
When you step into that cool, peaceful church, where the sun streams through those stained glass 
windows and the timeless incense hangs in the air; where parishioners greet you with a warm hug 
or handshake and the music lifts you up; where the sermon hits home and you know you can be a 
better person; that’s when you know you’re in the right place.

(continued from page 18)

Cleve Corlette is away from his desk this month. 
His regular article, Anglican Notes, will return 
next month

Cleve Corlett
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June Huber

Grace-Ful Worship
 Preparing the Way

I’ve become accustomed to focusing on one specific aspect of the Easter 
season each year.  In 2020 it was the Last Supper; this year it’s Jesus’ entry 
into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. I’ve probably played the song “Prepare Ye 
the Way of the Lord” (from the musical “Godspell”) at least a dozen times.  

The title of the song is taken from the Gospel of Mark and specifically 
refers to John the Baptist: “As it is written in the prophet Isaiah: “Behold, I 
will send My messenger ahead of You, who will prepare Your way.  A voice 
of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare ye the way for the Lord, make 

straight paths for Him.’” (Mark 1:2-3) But the song is sung as Jesus enters Jerusalem on a path strewn 
with palms.  It fits perfectly!

John the Baptist, the people with the palms and many others played important roles in preparing the 
world for Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection – in other words, preparing for a new world that is 
centered around salvation of all people rather than the laws that governed the Israelites.  They helped 
to prepare the way for the greatest change this world has ever seen.

During the past week I’ve spent quite a bit of time thinking about how we, as people of faith in the 
year 2021, can prepare the way for change, and I’ve come up with three ideas that feel right.

• We can tell other people about our life and worship at Grace Church.  If they are genuinely 
interested, we can invite them to come with us and “try it out.”  Who knows?  It might begin preparing 
the way for them to decide to be baptized, to become a Christian.

• We can react and resist – non-violently – when we see or hear about an individual or group 
being treated in a way that is not consistent with God’s love for ALL people and prepare the way for a 
change in our social order.

• We can, as Jesus teaches us in his Sermon on the Mount, “love our enemies, bless them that 
curse us, do good to them that hate us, and pray for them” (Matthew 5:44).  Praying for those who dis-
agree with us – sometimes in a disagreeable way – can bring about change in them AND in us.  Biblical 
scholar Walter Wink, in “History Belongs to the Intercessors,” expresses it far better than I ever could.  

Intercessory prayer is spiritual defiance of what is in the way of what God has promised. 
Intercession visualizes an alternative future to the one apparently fated by the mo-
mentum of current forces. Prayer infuses the air of a time yet to be into the suffocating 
atmosphere of the present. History belongs to the intercessors who believe the future 
into being. Even a small number of people, firmly committed to the new inevitability 
on which they have fixed their imaginations, can decisively affect the shape the future 
takes.  

You and I can help prepare the way for the Kingdom of God, even if it’s in a small way, even if we feel 
like “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, and even if we don’t live long enough to see it even BEGIN 
to arrive.  As Christians it is our mission, our role to help change come about.  I believe that if we act 
with faith, it surely will.
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What goes in a Grace Church Food Pantry bag?
What goes into a bag? Foods for breakfast, 

lunch and dinner – just what you would 
provide for your family! 
When making the weekly food order, GCFP 
coordinators strive to ensure clients get enough 
healthy food for themselves and their families. 
The majority of our clients live in 
the Chirilagua neighborhood, 
so in addition to cereal, shelf-
stable milk, protein, peanut 
butter, canned fruits and 
vegetables, culturally 
appropriate foods – 
dried beans, rice, 
masa harina 

(corn flour to make tortillas) and cooking oil – 
are included when available. 
During this pandemic, ordering food at Capital 
Area Food Bank has been challenging. The 
foods most needed are often unavailable due 
to the increased demand by other area food 

pantries. Partners, donors 
and individuals help keep 
GCFP well-stocked. 
Here’s a look at what 

happens at GCFP six 
days a week to help 

feed our Alexandria 
neighbors in 

need.

GCFP  
VOLUNTEERS  

MAKE UP OVER  
300 FOOD BAGS  

PER WEEK

YOUR  
RECYCLED 

GROCERY BAGS 
ARE PUT TO  
GOOD USE

PLEASE!
NO EXPIRED 

“USE BY”  
DATES

NO THANKS!
GCFP NEEDS  

FOODS OUR CLIENT 
FAMILIES  
CAN USE

GCFP  
VOLUNTEERS   
ALSO BAG UP  

“BONUS ITEMS”  
FOR CLIENTS

TO DATE  
(03.20.21) GCFP 
HANDED OUT 

3,438 BAGS OF 
FOOD
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Parish Staff
Anne Turner ................................................................................Rector
    (rector@gracealex.org)
Jason Roberson ..........................................................Associate Rector
    (assoc.rector@gracealex.org)
Peter Hanke .......................................................Parish Administrator
    (parish.adminisrator@gracealex.org
Chrissie Crosby ......................................................................................
    Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries
    (family.ministries@gracealex.org)
Richard Newman ................................................... Director of Music
    (music.director@gracealex.org)
Paul Evans ..........................................................................Seminarian
Patti Culbreth .............................................................Head of School
    (pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Beth Calaman ..............................................Financial Administrator
   (bookkeeper@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez ....................................................................... Sexton

Vestry
Executive Committee
Elizabeth Legere  ..........................................................Senior Warden
Alison Campbell ...........................................................Junior Warden
Cleve Corlett ............................................................................Treasurer
Diana Jarrett .............................................................................Register
Stephanie Reed .......................................................  Member at Large 

Class of 2021 
Cleve Corlett ........................................................................... Treasurer 
Diana Jarrett. ............................................................................Register
Jennifer Pease .........................................................................Outreach
Kemp Williams ........................................................................ Worship
 
Class of 2022 
Ford Chinworth ...............................................................Stewardship
Alison Campbell .........................................................Junior Warden
Jenny Cline  ......................................................Education and Youth
Erin Kelly ..........................................................Education and Youth 
Stephanie Reed  ......................................................Member at Large

Class of 2023
Carlos Arboleda ............................................................ Pastoral Care
Tracy Enger ........................................................................Fellowship
Robby Schrumn ................................................................Evangelism
Evan Robinson .................................................... Assistant Treasurer
Dan Pattarini .......................................................... Communications

Parish Team Leaders
Kristine Hesse ............................................................Communications
Michael Jones............................................................................Worship
Cindy MacIntyre ................................................................. Evangelism
Mary Toler ........................................................................Pastoral Care
Lynn Rohrs ............................................................................Fellowship
Judy Willard ............................................................................Outreach

April Birthdays
April 01 Ann Korky
April 01 Joseph Madigan
April 01 John Metz
April 03 Sean Kelly
April 03 Nancy Lorentz
April 05 Thomas Jardim
April 06 Kerry Broome
April 06 Mary Ann Ryan
April 06 H. Conway Zeigler
April 07 Eric Waskowicz
April 08 William Mackie
April 09 Savannah Hall
April 09 Fred Saalfeld
April 10 Jennifer Cline
April 10 Mary Stewart
April 12 Carl Dieterle
April 12 Angel Lopez Bonilla
April 14 Whitney Bruch
April 14 Alexander Cline
April 15 Mike Hughes
April 16 Lisa Bellantoni
April 16 Katherine Berry
April 17 Molly Sim
April 18 Brian Foucart
April 18 William Phillips
April 20 Aleksandra Karamyshev
April 21 Landon Broome
April 21 Nora Lee Henderson
April 21 Barbara Morris
April 22 Miguel  Ortiz
April 22 Amelia Pattarini
April 24 Peter Iovino
April 24 Maisie Lane
April 24 Charles Smith
April 26 Clara Hough
April 26 Ellen Rugaber
April 27 Caroline Beard
April 28 Donna Plunkett
April 28 Richard Smith
April 29 Susan Pease


