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WELCOME TO GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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We are glad to have you join with us in worshipping God in the beauty of holiness, something which is
central to our identity at Grace. And we hope you will join with us in sharing the love of God with this
world that needs healing.
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We are a center for worship and fellowship; a school for discipleship and stewardship; and
a community for healing and outreach.
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
CHORAL EUCHARIST, RITE I
MAY 2, 2021
VOLUNTARY

A Meditation on Brother James’s Air

Harold Darke (1888-1976)

WELCOME

HYMN

Love divine, all loves excelling

Blaenwern

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And
the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.

Gloria in excelsis

Healey Willan, Hymnal S-202

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

BCP, p. 323

O Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know
thy Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow
his steps in the way that leadeth to eternal life; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON
Lector

Acts 8:26-40

A Reading from the Book of Acts.

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians,
in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to
Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading
the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied,
“How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside
him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was
led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his
mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For
his life is taken away from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about
himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the
road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to
prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them,
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw
him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as
he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he
came to Caesarea.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The choir sings the psalm.

PSALM 22:24-30

Deus, Deus meus

Anglican Chant

24

My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.

25

The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: *
"May your heart live for ever!"

26

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.

27

For kingship belongs to the Lord; *
he rules over the nations.

28

To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *
all who go down to the dust fall before him.

29

My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the Lord's for ever.

30

They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done.

THE SECOND LESSON
Lector

1 John 4:7-21

A Reading from the First Letter of John.

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.
God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so
that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so
much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in
God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment,
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts
out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection
in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have
seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him
is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL

John 15:1-8

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People
Glory be to thee, O Lord.
Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to
make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken
to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless
it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the

branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me
you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

SERMON

The Rev. Jason Roberson
Silence is kept.

THE NICENE CREED

BCP, p. 326

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Form III; BCP, p. 387

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Silence is kept. The Celebrant adds a concluding collect.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Celebrant

BCP, p. 330

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against thee, in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways,
to the glory of thy Name. Amen.
Celebrant

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith
turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant
People

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
ANTHEM Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life! Such a Way as gives us breath. Such a Truth as ends
all strife, such a Life as killeth Death. Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength! Such a
Light as shows a feast, such a Feast as mends in length, such a Strength as makes his
guest. Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart! Such a Joy as none can move, such a Love as
none can part, such a Heart as joys in love.
Words: George Herbert (1593-1633)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II

BCP, p. 340

The Celebrant continues.

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places,
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God; but chiefly are we
bound to praise thee for the glorious resurrection of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he
is the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and hath taken away the sin of the
world; who by his death hath destroyed death, and by his rising to life again hath won for
us everlasting life.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee and saying,
Sanctus and Benedictus

Healey Willan, Hymnal S-114

Then the Celebrant continues

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst
make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus
Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption.
He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his
holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and
sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to
thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed
for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in
remembrance of me.”
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these
thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to
make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty
resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and
great glory.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and
Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us
the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and
bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled
with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may
be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same
Jesus Christ our Lord;
By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction Anthem

Hymnal S-151

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Celebrant

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

THE ACT OF SPIRITUAL RECEPTION
My Jesus, I believe that thou art present in the Blessed Sacrament. I love thee above
all things, and I desire thee in my soul. Since I cannot now receive thee
sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. As though thou wert already there, I
embrace thee and unite myself wholly to thee; permit not that I should ever be
separated from thee. Amen.

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us,
in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood
of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and
goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical
body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs,
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly

Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship,
and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory,
world without end. Amen.

THE BLESSING
The peace of God, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in
every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight;
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among
you, and remain with you always. Amen.

HYMN 704

O thou who camest from above

Hereford

THE DISMISSAL
Priest
People

VOLUNTARY

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Toccata in F major, BuxWV 156

Dieterich Buxtehude (1637-1707)

Grace Episcopal Church
Alexandria, Virginia
ANNOUNCEMENTS
RIVER WALKS WITH MOTHER ANNE!
“My soul has grown deep like the rivers.”
(Langston Hughes)
Come join Mother Anne on Fridays in Easter season for a time of
fellowship, contemplation, and joy. We’ll meet each Friday to
enjoy a different site along the Potomac. The time has no agenda
except to be fed by the beauty of God’s creation and the pleasure
of one another’s company.
Friday, April 30, meet at 10:30 a.m. for a walk at Dyke
Marsh. This flat walk on a gravel path (about a mile round trip)
is a perfect chance to see red-winged blackbirds, great blue
herons, and osprey, so bring binoculars.
Friday, May 7, we'll meet at 6:00 p.m. at the Columbia Island
Marina. It’s an easy, paved walk from parking (off the southbound GW parkway) to the bike path
along the river. And it’s an even easier walk to the outdoor “Island Time” restaurant (with snacks and
drinks) right by the marina.

SUNDAY ADULT FORUM – THIS SUNDAY:
GRACE CHURCH’S OUTREACH TEAM
Jennifer Pease will lead a discussion about how Grace’s outreach
ministry has changed and grown in response to the pandemic and
our community's needs.
Adult Forums this season focus on Resurrection and Regathering.
Missed Mother Anne’s forum, or Father Jason’s talk about what
indoor worship will look like? View these and all our other videos
on Grace's YouTube page.

EPISCOPAL SACRED GROUND RACE DIALOGUE
SERIES TO START AT GRACE THIS FALL
What Is Sacred Ground? Sacred Ground is a 10-part film
and readings-based dialogue series on race, grounded in faith,
discussed in small groups called “circles,” consisting of no more
than 10 parishioners, including two trained congregant
facilitators. As part of our Becoming Beloved Community efforts, Grace is training facilitators this
summer, and planning to host at least two circles this fall. Sacred Ground has been described as a lifechanging experience by those who have gone through the series. Democrats, Republicans, these
conversations are meant for all of us – we are one community in Christ! Across America, there are
currently over 1165 registered Sacred Ground circles – an impressive total since the program’s
inception approximately two years ago. If you are interested in becoming a trained Grace Sacred
Ground facilitator, please contact liz.rugaber@gracealex.org. Check out Bishop Curry’s video
message about Sacred Ground!

BROWN BAG PROGRAM ALERT FOR MAY 12 - 14
Another short week shared with St. Paul’s. Needed in the Merrow Hall freezer by Tuesday, May 11, 20
or 10 turkey and cheese sandwiches per parishioner. If you have not made them before, email
Linda.waskowicz@gracealex.org for instructions. Thank you for your help.

FOOD PANTRY UPDATES
Recycle your bags for Food Pantry Distributions
All types of Bags needed • Bring to Grace Church parking lot
entrance
• Clean bags only please. No rips or tears
• Brown paper grocery and lunch bags
• Plastic grocery and newspaper bags
• All sizes of gift-type bags with handles

Thank You for contributing to the Grace
Church Food Pantry! GCFP continues to serve > 300 families per week. We appreciate any support
you can provide. If you would like to make a donation online, please select the ‘Food Fund’ option. If
you prefer to mail or drop off your check or cash donation, reference the Food Fund or Food Pantry on
your envelope and/or check memo line. Your help and generosity is appreciated. Thank you!
Questions? Please contact Judy Willard: Judy.Willard@gracealex.org or
Jen Pease: Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org

STEWARDSHIP 2021
Grace Church gladly receives pledges at any time of the year—not only during our
pledge campaign. If you have not pledged for 2021, please pledge now!

JOIN OUR LIVESTREAM CREW – ST. ISIDORE GUILD
We are recruiting for camera and director trainees for the
St. Isidore Guild. Each service has a director, camera operator
and up to two observers who are learning the ropes! After an
observation, you can sign up to “take the wheel” and help make
our livestream happen as a camera operator. When you are
ready, directing is next!
Interested? Sign up at the link below for an observation! There is
more info at the link and if you have questions, contact Jay
Legere (jay.legere@gracealex.org) or Eleanor Reed
(eleanor.reed@gracealex.org).

SUBMITTING WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS – TUESDAY, 4PM DEADLINE
The deadline for announcements is Tuesdays at 4:00. (Announcements will be
published on Friday afternoon.) If the office receives your announcement after
this deadline, the announcement will be published the following week.

PASTORAL CARE
Clergy and staff are available for pastoral care.
We are always here if you need us.
Please call the church office: (703) 549-1980
if you are ill or if you need pastoral care, or send an email:
Mtr. Anne Turner: rector@gracealex.org
Fr. Jason Roberson: assoc.rector@gracealex.org
For emergencies after hours, please call the
NEW after-hours emergency number: (571) 308-3219

PRAYER LIST
We pray for all those in need of healing of mind, body, or spirit. We also pray for
wisdom and strength for our communities, our elected officials, and our leaders as they
make difficult and important decisions. As we join in common prayer this weekend, let us
remember those who are in any need or trouble. We pray for:
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Our Parishioners: Tina, Frank, Lisa, Christine, Anne, Jo-Anne, Conway, Bette, Bob,
Cathleen, Virginia, Kathryn, Betsy, Barbara, Nancy, Kate, Susan.
Our Family and friends: Michael, Patt & Stu, Anna, Charlene, Tien, Brandon, David+,
Nadia & Tamer, Julie, Chris & Eileen, Peter, Janani, Ed, Sherryl, Ted, Anita, Gracie, Florian,
Rachel, Tyler, Robert, Nathan, Joanne, Lizzie, Cecile, Leon, Leslie, James, Ashleigh.
Those in assisted living: Joan, Clare, Tom, Rose, Margaret, Mary, Alice, Betty, Jane,
Nancy, Polly, Dorothy.
Those who have died: Jacqueline Meeks; all those who have died from coronavirus and
other illnesses; and all those killed in acts of terror, violence, and war around the world.
Those serving in the Armed Forces: in Afghanistan, Iraq, or Syria; all others at risk; and for
healing for US troops wounded as casualties of war and their caregivers.
Others who are overseas serving the Church or our nation, or studying: Virginia
Robinson; Melissa and Edi Jurkovic, with daughters Elena, Ana, Mia and Olivia, Christopher
and Marjorie Corlett, Eric and Karen Coulson, Christopher and Melissa Reed.
The Diocese of Virginia Prayer Cycle: Incarnation, Mineral; St. Philip’s, Richmond.
The Anglican Prayer Cycle: The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & The Middle East; The
Dioceses of Central and West Buganda – The Church of the Province of Uganda; The
Diocese of Buhiga – The Anglican Church of Burundi; The Diocese of Bujumbura – The
Anglican Church of Burundi; The Diocese of Bukavu – Province de L’Eglise Anglicane Du
Congo; The Diocese of Bukedi – The Church of the Province of Uganda.

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Carlisle and Denise Bean
in thanksgiving and love for 50 great years of marriage as they celebrate their
50th wedding anniversary on May 1.

***CLICK HERE*** to fill out a Prayer Request Form!
(Or, you can also write to prayers@gracealex.org)

THOSE SERVING
Celebrant
Preacher
Lector & Intercessor
Organist
Choir
Altar Guild Crew Leader
Livestream Crew

The Rev. Anne Michele Turner
The Rev. Jason Roberson
Mary Hix
Richard Newman, DMA
An Ensemble from the Adult Choir
Julia McClung
Teresa Preston & Jay Legere

All printed hymns used by permission from Church Publishing Incorporated.
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