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First light at the Easter Vigil— Fr Jason, Mother Anne and Paul Evans
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From the Rector
Dear Friends in Christ,
By my count, May 1 is the 28th day of Easter—a season
which lasts 50 days. We think of Easter as a moment of
celebration—the new fire of the Vigil or the glorious
flowers cascading down the steps of the nave.
But this 28th day is definitely a different experience. We
are engaged in the work of Easter, which is the mystery of
unraveling new life. As we begin to regather, we are discovering that resurrection is a complicated thing. Like the
disciples at the tomb, we rejoice. And like the disciples in
the days and weeks afterwards, we are also confused, and
scared, and tired. It is strange for me to feel both comforted and unsettled at once.

The Rev. Anne Turner

This parish continues to discern our way forward—formally, in vestry meetings and in our Sunday morning forum series, but also informally, in snippets of
conversation in the parking lot or exchanges on email. This is not straightforward process with clear
answers and action items. We will be at this work for a while. And it is worth our time.
Father Jason writes about the continued work on regathering indoors for worship. I want to make sure
we think not only about our central worship life but also about all the ministry that springs from worship. There are two areas that are especially important to me right now.
•

Our programs for children, youth, and their families. Chrissie Crosby has been generously serving as a volunteer staff person since February, but she will step down from that work in mid-June.
When she resumes her ministry as an ordinary member of the parish, we will not have a full-time
staff member dedicated to this area. But we know that parents and grade school children are
among the people most affected by this pandemic. Our Team Leaders for Education and Youth are
thinking about how to step up to the challenge of supporting them in new ways.

(A parenthetical note to families with children at home: I want you to know that I am aware of how
hard this year has been. I have found it the most difficult I have ever experienced as a parent. It is
important to me that the church support you in the months to come.)
•

Our worship in two languages. We also know that communities of color have been disproportionately affected by the pandemic. Our La Gracia members need their worship community
right now. As we develop our summer schedule (which is still very tentative, but which will be
settled in the next month), I am hopeful that we can arrange worship in Spanish in the nave.

Easter can be head-spinning—because change can be head-spinning. We have all felt it this year. But
change also gives us freedom. I hope we can continue the transformation of Easter together.
							
Yours in Christ,
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Anne+

Mother Turner at the bridge to Roosevelt
Island for a River Walk— a time to gather
for fellowship, contemplation and joy. With
her is Katrina who has never been inside of
Grace Church, but who has come to know
us through live-streaming!

Evan and Nancy Robinson and Robby Schrum
with two of his children join Mother Turner at
Donaldson Run
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The Future of Regathering for Worship
How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!
My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.
						Psalm 84:1-3
Over the past 13 months, we here at Grace, along with millions of Christians around the world, have found the courts of the Lord to be wherever
The Rev. Jason Roberson, we have been: in our homes, on screens, outdoors, but most often in our
Associate Rector
hearts. The altar itself has been moveable; we have remained faithful, and
we have done our very best to discover God in all places at all times. God continues to meet us there
each and every time.
As COVID-19 cases continue to decline and the number of vaccinations increase, we move closer to
regathering for indoor worship at Grace. The Commonwealth of Virginia and the City of Alexandria
continue to see declining numbers of new infections. Following CDC guidelines and recommendations
from Governor Northam, many parish churches in the Diocese are now eligible to regather indoors.
The wardens and clergy of Grace have submitted our application to the Diocese for regathering for
indoor worship, and we hope to be granted permission in the next few weeks. As we begin to regather
indoors, we will do so very slowly and carefully, following all CDC and diocesan guidelines, including
the following:
• Our first step will be to invite parishioners and guests to attend the 9:00 a.m. livestreamed Choral
Eucharist in the nave. Attendance will be limited to 70-75 people due to distancing restrictions.
• There will be a process to sign up each Sunday, similar to the process we are currently using for
outdoor services in the amphitheater.
• Pews in the nave will be clearly measured and marked for use, with a six-foot clearance in all directions. Unusable pews will be roped off. All surfaces will be sanitized before and after services.
• All books (hymnals and prayer books) will be removed from the pews. A full-text bulletin will be
provided and recycled after each service.
• There will be no congregational singing for now. Dr. Newman and a small ensemble from the Grace
choir will continue to provide music.
• Communion will be distributed in one kind (bread only). Two communion stations will be located
at opposite ends of the Crossing, one in front of the Lady Altar and the other in front of the St.
John shelf. (The area around the altar rail at the high altar is too congested to allow for appropriate
distancing.)
• Ongoing communication about regathering will be included in parish newsletters, at Adult Forums,
on the parish website, and in specific communication from clergy.
We plan to continue to worship in a combination of outdoor, livestreamed, and indoor services for the
foreseeable future. Our hope is to meet each and every person where they are, and we want to make
sure everyone is comfortable in some form of worship. This is an exciting new chapter as we begin to
regather more and more – please reach out to Mother Anne or to me if you have any doubts or questions. How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!
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Vestry Perspective
With the Easter season literally blooming around us, I’m hearing our collective parish readiness to renew, refresh, restart, regather.
Last month I wrote you about the vestry making room and time in meetings for more collaborative work with our new consent agenda format.
Now with a couple of vestry meetings actually completed in this new format, let me fill you in on the vestry’s visioning work.

Elizabeth Legere
Senior Warden

Vestry discussions about visioning the future began March and continued
in April, as we discussed how each ministry team could think about their
own renewal, could set their goals for this year, and could spend time discussing their regathering vision for the coming year. We talked about how
each program area and ministry team could facilitate discussions, collaboration and visioning in their own groups. Each vestry member took a set

of questions about this year, next program year, and the future, to work with ministry program leaders
to spend time through March and April noodling, questioning, brainstorming, sharing, and dreaming.
Also just after Easter, the Sunday Adult Forum by zoom started collective discussion asking how parishioners are feeling and thinking about regathering as we move closer to post-pandemic times ahead.
The energy was terrific! Questions generated eager discussion, like “what are your doubts and fears of
regathering?” and “what are your hopes and dreams for Grace regathering?”
I’m so energized by the possibilities in our vestry collective work - how we see our ministries, how our
ministry teams set goals and vision for this year, how we renew our post-pandemic teams and service to
our community.
Let’s keep it going. Showing up. Reaching out. Connecting. Asking. Noodling. Dreaming

The Building Committee of
the Vestry “noodling”about
our future in 1992. The result was the dramatic building program that occurred
in 1994. Shown in the photo
are (left to right) Leith Mulally John Metz, Jean Reed,
Fr Malm, and Fred
Baughman.
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Music Notes
The Feast of the Ascension
The next great feast of the church is Ascension Day, Thursday, May 13. At the
7:30 p.m. Festival Eucharist, the choir will sing Missa Sancti Angela by lesser
known Alsatian-American composer Réne-Louis Becker. Please watch our
livestream to share in this joyful and uplifting feast of the Church through liturgy, word, and music.
Summer Choir Invitation
Have you been longing to sing hymns again? Do you consider yourself a decent
singer? If you answered yes, I invite you to come sing hymns with the Summer
Choir! Beginning June 6, for either the livestream or outdoor service (yet to be determined), you can
join the small choir and sing safely with a singer’s mask, which will be provided to you in advance. If you
are interested, please contact me. There is no commitment except for the rehearsal one hour preceding
the service.
Richard Newman
Director of Music

Wednesday Evening Prayer at Grace

In the Fall of 2020, our Interim Rector Father Michael Guy began videotaping Evening Prayer, which was then broadcast at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday
evenings. After Father Michael left, there was a desire on the part of some
to continue this practice. Since then, several lay folks, with encouragement
from our Clergy, now offer Evening Prayer at that same day and time, using a
Zoom meeting. The reminder for the Zoom meeting and the URL link is sent
from the parish office early in the day on Wednesdays - It’s the same Zoom
link we use for the Sunday Morning Coffee Hour/Adult Forum.
Please join us for this time of quiet prayer, psalms, and readings.
Lucy-Lee Reed

If you would like to be an officiant and lead Wednesday Evening Prayer,
please contact Lucy-Lee Reed at 703-819-5167. We are always looking for
new talent!

Diocese of Virginia Search Committee
The Standing Committee of the Discese of Virginia announced the members
of the Search Committee for the 14th Bishop of the Diocese of Virginia.
Rushad Thomas of Grace is one of the fourteen members of the committee.
Although the Search Committee will lead this work, all members of the
Diocese of Virginia must engage for the process to be successful. A newly
created page on the diocesan website will include all information about the
process including updates, resources, and the profile when created.
Rushad Thomas
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From the Junior Warden
During the past month, the Grace Gardeners have continued their planting around the property and spring looks lovely. The four trees we
enjoyed in the sanctuary for Easter have been planted around the church.
The school expressed a desire to install a shade sail over a portion of
the amphitheater, and the Vestry approved the installation. The school
raised the funds for the shade sail and installation last year during a fund
raiser. The hope is that this will be installed sometime in May, to provide
shade over some of the seating as our days become hotter and the sun
is higher in the sky.
Alison Campbrll
Junior Warden
(During one of her Arctic trips)

Since we have more people in the building than we have in the past 15
months, the Vestry has begun Lock-Up after the Sunday noon service.
Each week a Vestry member will walk around the building using a set
list and a set of keys to ensure certain doors are locked, other doors
are closed, lights are off where they need not be on, and windows are
locked.

Grace Inside Out

Be alert for notices regading a series of videos by Mother Turner and Father Jason exploring Grace
Church and our surroundings. The introductory video can be seen at https://gracealex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3D42ad3c444ab92f208cc=
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Wednesday of Holy Week -- Tenabrae

Stephanie Reed extinguished the candles
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Maundy Thursday of Holy Week
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Great Vigil of Easter - Livestream from Nave 6 pm Saturday
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Great Vigil of Easter - Outdoors 8 pm
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Easter Day - Outdoors 7:45 am
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From the School:
The school is in its final stretch of a successful year
with children in the building five days a week since
Labor Day. We truly are “filled with Grace” and feel
blessed that we have had a full year of learning in
person where children are meeting all their benchmarks and goals. Although the look of school has
changed (masks, cohorts, recess zones, etc.), our
warm, supportive culture has flourished.

Patti Culbreth
Head of School
Grace Episcopal School

We look toward the 2021-2022 school year with
optimism in knowing we can overcome any challenge. We had record interest in admissions for
next year, and we will begin the year back at our
healthy enrollment numbers. Our teachers are

vaccinated, and our families are supportive of all our mitigation efforts. The future is bright for Grace
School.
Many thanks to the church vestry for their recent approval of the erection of a shade sail over the
amphitheater seats. We hope this project will take place in early summer. The school will use its
fundraising monies to pay for this sail as a final step in the renovation of our shared outdoor space.
This sail completes a three year effort to protect our shared “backyard” with full fencing around the
perimeter, water abatement drainage behind the retaining wall, the extension of the retaining wall, a
new turf field, new stockade fencing around the HVAC system, an updated storage shed and the shade
sail over the amphitheater. The school feels blessed that we could direct over $150,000 of funds raised
by the school toward renewal of this space, and we are thankful to the church vestry for allowing these
projects which we hope benefit all.
Thanks, as well, to so many parishioners and church volunteers who regularly cheer on the school in
our mission to serve children. Your support means the world and affects the lives of young people
every day. Just like the beautiful church gardens, the children are blooming this Spring!

Grace Notes is published 10 times a year by Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria, Virginia – monthly except for combined July/August and December/January issues. The deadline for submitting copy is the last week of the preceding
month.
The next Grace Notes deadline is May 29 for the June issue. Articles should be submitted by e-mail to grace.notes@
gracealex.org. All articles are subject to editing.
Grace Church’s communications team includes
Dan Pattarini, Kristine Hesse, June Huber, Teresa Preston and Frank Waskowicz.
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Beloved in Christ,
In fourteen months The Episcopal Church will gather in Baltimore, Maryland for a General Convention.
Before I became a bishop, I had never attended a General Convention. am
not fond of meetings and I had no desire to attend one that lasted almost
two weeks.
It was a mistake to not go to a General Convention. It is a remarkable
gathering of committed people, and I learned a great deal about this family
that we know as The Episcopal Church. I am writing to encourage you to
think about going to Baltimore for two or three days and observing your
Church when it gathers in General Convention in July of 2021.
The Rt Rev Robert Moody My first General Convention was in Phoenix, Arizona in 1991. I was surprised to see so many people I knew. There were eight classmates from my
Virginia Seminary days. We came from Alaska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Florida, Virginia and Washington, D.C. It was wonderful to see people
that I had not seen in one or two decades and yet be able to take up where we had left off. The bond
that held (and holds) us together is our relationship to Jesus Christ and the family experience we share
in this Episcopal Church.
And I met many people that I did not know. This is a large family. We have many brothers and sisters
and aunts and uncles that are strangers to us and we to them. We see things differently and we come
to different conclusions. I think that is one of the things that is meant by the word “catholic.” Sometimes that difference is frightening. More often it is stretching and challenging. Many times I have
found that my personal perspective is challenged and enlarged by being a member of such a family.
I hope that you will think about driving to Baltimore next year and spending some time as a visitor at
our Church’s General Convention. It will be time well spent!
							
Robert Moody
		
Bishop Moody was the Rector of Grace from 1976 to 1987. During his episcopate in Oklahoma, Bishop
Moody dealt with the aftermath of the bombing of the Murrah Federal Building bombing (evacuating a
housing development, providing pastoral assistance in a nearby hospital and distributing over $500,000
to those in financial need), and pursued an active ministry among the Native Americans (appointing
an Indian missioner and developing a center for Indian ministry in Watonga, Oklahoma). He was kind
enough to write this article, but professed to have no photos. So the Editor dug deeply into the parish
archives and found these.

At his installtion as Bishop of Oklahoma in 1987
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Lance and Bob at Shrine Mont in 1986

The Diocese of Virginia Finally Has Its 2021 Budget!
The process of agreeing upon a 2021 budget for the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia was neither simple
nor quick. It required development of a proposed budget by the Budget Working Group, a pre-Convention Open Hearing, presentation at the Annual Convention (where it was turned down), three additional meetings of the Budget Working Group, a meeting of the Executive Board, another Open Hearing,
and presentation at a Special Convention when, after
further discussion, it was finally approved. In addition to welcoming the overdue completion of this
process, there was another bright note: large-group
voting happens much more quickly on Zoom than it
does at an in-person convention.
The Convention
The 226th Annual Convention of the Episcopal
Diocese of Virginia was held on November 14, 2020
via Zoom, with more than 450 lay and clerical delJune Huber
Michael Jones
egates in attendance. Among many other things,
the delegates considered a proposed balanced budget presented by the Executive Board that included
reductions in expenses necessary to offset the anticipated receipt of 15 percent less giving by parishes.
The proposed budget included funding increases to support the work of race and reconciliation, but
reductions in almost all other areas. After extended discussion, the delegates declined to approve the
budget and referred it back to the Executive Committee.
“Back to the Drawing Board”
The Budget Working Group met three times to revise the budget based on an updated forecast of
pledge income from parishes, input from the October 31, 2020 Open Hearing (held prior to the Annual Convention), discussion from the Convention, results from a subsequent survey of delegates, and
conversations from the last four meetings of the full Executive Board. The Executive Board met on
March 18, 2021 and approved a new proposed budget for consideration at a Special Convention. The
proposed budget was balanced at $4,867,123 and was focused on the achievement of the Diocese’s
three special mission priorities: healing across differences, honoring and caring for God’s creation, and
sharing the faith of Jesus with youth and others.
The Open Hearing
In anticipation of an April 24, 2021 Special Convention, 140 delegates met via Zoom for an April 17,
2021 Open Hearing on the Budget. Bishop Susan Goff opened the meeting with prayer and shared a
late-breaking announcement. The Office of Public Affairs had announced that each of the 109 dioceses
of The Episcopal Church could request a grant of up to $40,000 over the next 18 months to ease the
financial strain of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Bishop Goff explained that our Bishops and the Executive Board will begin the process of identifying the needs tht might be met by such a grant. Given the care, prayer and time this work will take, a
potential grant could not be considered as a source of income in our 2021 budget – but it was still very
good news. She noted that “We are grateful for this opportunity and will explore it thoroughly, outside
of the budget process.”
(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)
The following issues and concerns were raised at the Open Hearing.
•
•

•

Concern about cutting funding for college campus ministries. Given declining church membership,
these ministries have become even more important. Delegates advocated restored funding, especially for the LGBTQ+ community.
Questions about parish giving.
1. Does parish giving to the Diocese increase when parish revenue increases? (Answer:
Sometimes, if a parish’s pledge to the diocese is based on a percentage of revenue received.
If parish giving to the Diocese is a fixed amount, the parish contribution usually remains the
same, even if parish pledges increase.)
2. What about parishes that have not yet pledged to the Diocese? (Answer: Conversations are
ongoing.)
3. Is it appropriate to share the amount of
funds that each parish has pledged to the
Diocese? Could this be characterized as
“shaming” and viewed as a means to create
competition among parishes? (No simple
answer.)
About use of Diocesan reserve wealth/assets:
1. A delegate suggested using Diocesan reserve wealth and assets now, instead of
deleting staff cost-of-living allowances from
every parish.
2. A delegate suggested that the Diocese
should be more optimistic about projected
income because the economy is improving.
They noted that the Diocese keeps adding
to its “undesignated” net assets and suggested that instead we should use some of
them -- because this is why they exist!

•
•
•
•
•

Concern about the description of Ministries of Human Dignity and Justice, which includes the
words “support for non-white congregations.” Many of the congregations involved in this initiative
are of mixed races.
Support for the increase to the Stewardship of Creation budget line item.
Support for online ministries.
Questions about how the Diocese is reaching out to the LGBTQ+ community.
Concern that Congregational Development should be more of a priority.

The Special Convention
402 lay and clerical delegates convened via Zoom on April 24, 2021 to consider the revised 2021 budget proposal approved by the Executive Board. The meeting was called by Bishop Goff as a follow-up
to the 226th Convention held in November 2020.

(Continued on page 17)
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(Continued from page 16)
The Executive Board presented a proposed budget balanced at $4,867,123.
The proposed budget restored funding in several areas because total parish
pledges were higher than originally forecasted.
•
•
•
•
•
Bishop Susan Goff

•

$35,000 in additional funds for a newly created position of Minister for
Racial Justice and Healing;
$50,000 in additional funds for Creation Care and Evangelism;
$22,000 in additional funds for Campus Ministries;
$60,000 in additional funds for Post-COVID Ministry, to allow the Diocese
to address emerging needs;
$140,000 in additional funds for the Committee on Congregational Missions; and
$53,223 in additional funds for staff compensation, to provide the Bishop
with greater flexibility.

Bishop Goff called the meeting to order and opened with a prayer. After the completion of some initial
administrative agenda items and before considering new budget presented by the Executive Board, the
delegates considered of four budget resolutions.
1. A proposal to reallocate Cost of Living Allowances for diocesan staff to post-COVID ministries.
2. A proposal to increase Anticipated Pledge Income by $125,000 because the economy in Virginia
continues to improve. The additional income would be used to increase Grants for Campus Ministry by $20,000, increase Direct Support of Congregations’ Staff Cost by $95,000, and increase PostCOVID Ministry by $10,000.
3. A proposal to reallocate $20,000 from the Committee on Aging and from Stewardship of Creation to
Episcopal College Campus Ministry.
4. A proposal to use $1,000,000 from diocesan investment assets as income, and add a corresponding
expense line item for “Reparations & Undoing White Supremacy.”
Budget Resolution 3 was adopted. Budget Resolutions 1, 2, and 4 were defeated. Time for a vote
on the budget? Not yet… At this unusual moment, everyone participated in a worship service (an
Order of Service for Noonday, Commemoration of St. George) led by Diocesan Bishops and several
clerical and lay delegates.
Okay, it’s finally time. The delegates voted on the proposed budget, as amended. The votes were
counted… Alleluia, thanks be to God! We have a budget!
Should you wish to know even more, additional details can be found at:
http://www.thediocese.net/who-we-are/governance/annual-convention/special-conventionapril-2021/.
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Why Grace?
Our family has been attending Grace
for 11 years, which in the grand scheme
of Grace means we are still newcomers!
While we weren’t formally received until
the 2012 Easter Vigil, Keller and I began
“church shopping” before our marriage in
2010 and Grace was the church that kept
drawing us back. Keller, a “High Methodist”
who had attended Catholic high school and
Notre Dame law, and I, a “cafeteria” Roman
Catholic who had experienced a somewhat
traumatic annulment process, were looking
for a spiritual home where we could blend
our faith and raise our twins from my first
marriage. At every visit, someone would
seek us out as new faces and would offer
to introduce us to others at coffee hour, or
invite us to the Inquirers’ Class. Through
Nick Shriner, Heather Wishart-Smith, Alexandra Smith,
the years, we have gotten quite involved—
Keller Smith, Clara Shriner
with Foyers, sponsoring a Haiti Micah
child, Keller previously running the Meals
on Wheels program, and my involvement as a Sunday School teacher and Food Pantry volunteer. I’ve
taught Rite 13 now for over seven years, and younger classes before that. And our porch has become
a North Arlington drop off point for the food pantry, with thousands of bags and a great deal of food
donated since the start of the pandemic.
Given our excitement over having found such a special place, we wanted to introduce our family to
Grace. The first Christmas my family attended Mass, my Roman Catholic-raised sister was surprised at
the similarities to the Roman Catholic Mass, and pronounced that “the Episcopal Church is just like the
Catholic Church, except the people are happy!”
Our other funny, early memory is of our daughter Clara’s appreciation for the music program. As a loyal
Michigan alum with season football tickets since 1974, Keller taught Clara and Nicholas Michigan’s “Hail
to the Victors” fight song at an early age. Not wanting to be left out, my attempt to teach them the
University of Virginia’s “Good Old Song” was met with the following response: “this sounds like church
music.” Imagine our surprise (and embarrassment) when, a few weeks later, young Clara loudly asked
during Sunday services, “Are we going to sing the Virginia song soon?”
Through the years our love of Grace has expanded and grown, and we treasure our involvement. Despite moving to North Arlington in 2012, we have chosen to make the longer drive to Grace because
we love it here. Besides, when Nancy Macklin sold us our house, she made us promise to stay! When
Alexandra was born in 2014, it was a natural decision to select Grace as her middle name.
What attracted us to Grace was the friendly welcome, and what has kept us here is the faithful devotion in a casual, accepting manner. We have never felt judgment, only unconditional love and acceptance. We recall one Inquirer’s class when then-assistant Julie Simonton explained that it is fine
to make the sign of the cross “if the spirit moves you,” but just as acceptable to not. An Adult Forum
session with then-seminarian Andrew D’Angio-White has really resonated with me through the years,
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(continud on page 19)

(continud from page 18)
when he answered my question about how to balance my faith with my profession by helping others to
see Christ work through me. And the unconditional acceptance of our three children, with their various approaches and attitudes toward faith, is what has helped us make Grace our spiritual home. We
treasure the friendships that have been made, built, and strengthened through our common faith, and
have helped this large metropolitan area seem smaller and feel like home. Grace means so much to
us that we were able to recruit my parents, Ron and Sandra Wishart, several years ago, and they have
become some of the most regular zoom coffee hour attendees.
There is so much to love about Grace! I started attending Shrine Mont several years ago, and the kids
really enjoy it. Eventually there will be a year when there is no University of Michigan home football
game the second weekend of September, and Keller will be able to join us. Fellow Wolverine Larry
Thompson has joined Keller for a few games through the years as well. We absolutely love Frank Waskowicz’s photos, and have an entire wall of our home filled with years of Grace photos. We thoroughly
enjoy events like the Chili Bowl, hoagies, and pancake supper.
It is difficult to answer the question “Why Grace?” when we can’t imagine a life without it. Grace is
where we have found our spiritual home, with friends and family members who welcome us warmly,
love us unconditionally, and worship God with us.

The Photo Wall is Back -- Sorta
There are so few occasions to gather for photos in this pandemic. So we can refresh the wall
monthly, please share family and parish moments you have captured on photos that you would be
willing to have posted, sending them to mynorimages@comcast.net
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Anglican Notes
I came of age in an era when bishops, priests and lay men and women of the Episcopal Church were at the forefront in the battles in the 50’s and 60’s to enact civil
rights and voting rights legislation at the national level and to tear down Jim Crow
laws in the states of the old Confederacy.
Martin Luther King preached his last sermon at National Cathedral. Episcopal parishes in the District of Columbia and the nearby Maryland and Virginia suburbs welcomed participants in the Poor People’s campaign. Episcopalians took pride in the
legacies of English abolitionists such as William Wilberforce and John Newton (the former seaman who
moved slaves across the Atlantic but who found God, became a priest and penned “Amazing Grace”).
Those who fought American segregation included Episcopalians such as the Black psychologist Kenneth Clark, whose studies showing the corrosive effects of segregation paved the way for the Supreme
Court decision outlawing the practice, and Thurgood Marshall who argued the case that made it illegal.

Cleve Corlett

In 1965, a young seminarian named Jonathan Daniels had left the seminary to go to Alabama to join
protests against segregation. There, on August 14, a man with a shotgun began cursing 16-year-old
Ruby Sales who was with the protest group. Jonathan pushed her aside and took the blast that was
meant for her. He died instantly.
These are just a few of the people and events that stand out in the centuries-old battles for racial justice. They stand out because the Episcopal Church historically was tepid in its approach to civil rights.
There is a darker side to our Anglican heritage, one that we’ve only recently had the courage to expose
to the light of day.
For example, Virginia Theological Seminary two years ago announced plans to create a $1.7 million
reparations fund to atone, in small measure, for the fact that before Emancipation, VTS enslaved human beings. The fund will go to descendants of those who were enslaved and will help support Black
seminarians.
The VTS example calls to mind not just what happened on a Virginia campus, but how the Episcopal
Church dealt with southern bishops and dioceses who broke away during the Civil War and formed a
Confederate Episcopal Church.
When that war was over, bishops of dioceses in Union states welcomed back their southern brothers.
The Church was again unified, but there was no accounting for actions that southern Episcopalians had
taken in support of slavery. Many southern bishops and priests, as well as lay persons, had enslaved
men, women and children. A prime example was William Porcher DuBose. Before the war, his family
owned more than 200 slaves. He had served as a Confederate chaplain. After the war, the University
of the South at Sewanee, TN, named him a professor of theology and in 1894 he became dean of Sewanee’s school of theology.
DuBose has been called the greatest theologian ever produced by the Episcopal Church. But however
great his theology, he was also an unrepentant racist who defended the institution of slavery throughout his career. He praised the Ku Klux Klan as “an inspiration of genius.”
To its credit, Sewanee has removed his name from a lecture series created in his honor after his death
in 1918. The University – which was founded by southern bishops (many of them slave holders) before
the Civil War – is in the midst of a deep introspection about its racist past. Jim Crow was alive and well
(Continued on Page 21)
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on that campus until the middle of the 20th century and even now lives on in racist incidents that continue to stain its reputation.
Jonathan Daniels is now recognized as a martyr on our calendar of saints – an honor well deserved.
His feast day is August 14.
But so is William Porcher Dubose, whose feast day is four days after that of Jonathan Daniels, August
18. Placed on the calendar because of his contributions to theology, Lesser Feasts and Fasts (the book
of our recognized saints) says nothing of his racist past.
Sewanee is moving to exorcise its racist past. The question is whether the national church will decide
that removing DuBose from its calendar of saints is, at last, the right thing to do.
--Cleve Corlett

Grace-Ful Worship
What is “Grace-ful Worship”? (Part I of II)
The name of my monthly column, “Grace-ful Worship,” has provided me
with wonderful opportunities to explore what worship means to me, and for
that I am truly thankful. In 2010 I wrote a 5-part series about the “roots”
(ecclesiastical history) of how we worship. In 2012 I wrote about daily worship. In 2014 I wrote about the various roles that parishioners play in the
celebration of the Holy Eucharist at Grace Church and then, later in the year,
about why we worship together. In 2016 I wrote about how we’re able to
worship anywhere and at any time. In 2017 I wrote about three kinds of
worship: giving praise upward (speaking), receiving instructions from above
June Huber
(listening) and carrying out instruction in the world around us (doing). I’ve
written about worship at Shrine Mont (2008), and even about idol worship (2016). This time around I’m
going to take it one word at a time, beginning with “worship” this month and “grace-ful” next month.
Please permit this old English major to share a bit of scholarship first. The word “worship” evolved from
the Old English weorthscipe‘, meaning “worthiness, acknowledgment of worth” (see worth, -ship).
It’s one of a number of words in the English language that can be used either as a noun, as in “Sunday morning worship,” or as a verb, as in “She worships with all her heart.” In linguistics, this is called
conversion; when a noun becomes a verb, it is a denominal verb, when a verb becomes a noun, it is a
deverbal noun. The word “worship” is a denominal verb – in other words, it started out as a noun.
For us to truly worship, we must acknowledge God’s worthiness, God’s value. And how do we do this?
I think we do it in three different ways. First, there’s the inner essence of worship, what we believe in
our hearts. It’s our spiritual and emotional grasp of God’s innate and supreme value and worthiness,
our treasuring of God above all things. I’ll call this “worship of the heart.” From this flows two kinds of
external expression. The first type of external expression is displayed through specific things that we say
(prayers and hymns) and do (bow, kneel, make the sign of the cross), either alone or in community. I’ll
(Continued on Page 22)
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call this “worship of the body.” The second type of external expression is displayed in the world by acts
of love that focus on and serve other people. I’ll call this “worship of action.”
A person can attend church every Sunday without fail, bow and kneel at all the “right” times, serve as a
LEM or a lector, sign up for several different ministries, do many other good deeds and still not be worshiping if it’s all for show and nothing is happening in the heart. All true worship is in essence a matter
of the heart. It certainly can be more, but it is never less. Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the Mount
(Matthew 6:1-8) make this quite clear to me.
Be careful not to do your `acts of righteousness’ before men, to be seen by them. If
you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So when you give to the
needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and
on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees
what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be
seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you
pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do
not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their
many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you
ask him.
At this point, you might ask, “What about my friend who’s an atheist, but who’s always helping other
people out?” I applaud what your friend does and he’s probably a wonderful person; what he does
just doesn’t fall under the category of worship. To be perfectly honest, I’d rather spend time with your
friend than with someone who announces his giving “with trumpets” just to make sure that everyone
notices how holy he is.
Hopefully, this article has stimulated you to reflect upon the meaning of worship to you personally.
Next month I’ll try to suggest how we can do it “Grace-fully.” If you have any thoughts, I would love to
hear them.
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Grants: Keeping the Food Pantry in Business

C

alling all Grace Church
parishioners and friends
who have grant writing
experience: Your expertise
could help the Food Pantry
become more self-sufficient!
In June 2020, the Grace Church
Food Pantry received a
donation of 4,000 face masks
from luxury sport bag and
purse manufacturer Caraa
Sport. Thank you Liz Rugaber
for researching and writing the letter
to Caraa Sport that clinched the deal. Liz
also secured a donation of face masks from
Sanctuary Clothing in February 2021.
In Oct. 2020, GCFP received a generous grant
from the Alexandria Resilience Fund through
ACT Alexandria. The $25,000 grant was a great
help in keeping GCFP well-stocked and able to help
our neighbors in need. Thank you Terrie Clifford for
your research about the Alexandria Resilience Fund
and your grant writing expertise.

Food Pantry coordinators knew
that researching and
applying for grants would
be essential to keep GCFP
funded during the pandemic.
Diligence paid off! The
Capital Area Food Bank
awarded GCFP $4,242 in
Nov. 2020 and $10,272 in
Feb. 2021.
Email Jen Pease (jennifer.
pease@gracealex.org) or Judy
Willard (judy.willard@gracealex.org) to
“Grant” your help.

Shopping on Smile.Amazon.com Adds Up

Are you an Amazon shopper? Use Smile.Amazon.com
instead! Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of eligible
purchases to the charity of your choice. Example:
Health Tanzania (supported by Mission & Outreach)
was selected by a parishioner and has received over
$89.00 this year donated by Amazon.
Go to smile.amazon.com to learn more.

Thumbs Up: Thanks Scout Pack & Troop 1515!

Scouting For Food: Due to the great success of the December 2020
food drive, the Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts of Pack & Troop 1515
completed another food drive and delivered lotsa bags of food to the
Food Pantry. Many hands make light work: GCFP volunteers were
standing by to receive, sort and store the food. Thank You All!

Congratulations Victor Nicholas Romero-Portillo

Food Pantry volunteers Cindy Diehl, Lorna Worley, Chrissie Crosby, Lynn
Rohrs and Judy Willard (taking picture) attended the confirmation of Victor
Romero (center, with his Mom) at St. Rita Church, April 24. Victor took
Nicholas as his confirmation name. Since 2019, GW Middle School student
and Star Volunteer Victor helps at the Food Pantry weekly!
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May Birthdays

Emma Meeks			
Richard Wilner		
Frank Whitworth		
Mary Blouin			
Christian Portillo		
Martha Tschetter		
Aiden Guernsey		
Claire Guernsey		
Jared Smith			
Vylma Khanna 		
Amanda Ruff			
Maricruz Pascual		
Skitsi Rein			
Lee Meeks			
Christine Washington		
Leo Schrum			
Erin Kelly			
Halina Banas-Jones		
Mike Dobbs			
John Brown			
Camila Alvarenga		
John Berry			
Mike Barron			
Alison Campbell		
Erica Siegmund		
Joe Donovan 			
Debbie Barker		
Dan Pattarini 			
Duke Chiow			
Jeff Chiow			
Ramee Gentry			
Stewart Hall			
Walter Lukens			
Alexa Melendez		
Nancy Davis			
Nicholas Pattarini		
Doug Miller			
Raymond Curry		
Daniel Plunkett		
Michael Reed			
Victoria Portillo		
David Crosby			
Heather Kelly			
Leigh Egaas			
Earl Durant			
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30
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Parish Staff

Anne Turner.................................................................................Rector
(rector@gracealex.org)
Jason Roberson...........................................................Associate Rector
(assoc.rector@gracealex.org)
Patti Culbreth.............................................................. Head of School
(pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Peter Hanke........................................................Parish Administrator
(parish.adminisrator@gracealex.org
Chrissie Crosby.......................................................................................
Assistant for Parish Life and Family Ministries
(family.ministries@gracealex.org)
Richard Newman.................................................... Director of Music
(music.director@gracealex.org)
Paul Evans...........................................................................Seminarian
Pedro Hernandez........................................................................ Sexton

Vestry

Executive Committee
Elizabeth Legere ...........................................................Senior Warden
Alison Campbell............................................................Junior Warden
Cleve Corlett.............................................................................Treasurer
Diana Jarrett..............................................................................Register
Stephanie Reed........................................................ Member at Large
Class of 2021
Cleve Corlett............................................................................ Treasurer
Diana Jarrett..............................................................................Register
Jennifer Pease..........................................................................Outreach
Kemp Williams......................................................................... Worship
Class of 2022
Ford Chinworth................................................................Stewardship
Alison Campbell..........................................................Junior Warden
Jenny Cline .......................................................Education and Youth
Erin Kelly...........................................................Education and Youth
Stephanie Reed .......................................................Member at Large
Class of 2023
Carlos Arboleda............................................................. Pastoral Care
Tracy Enger.........................................................................Fellowship
Robby Schrum...................................................................Evangelism
Evan Robinson..................................................... Assistant Treasurer
Dan Pattarini........................................................... Communications
Parish Team Leaders
Kristine Hesse.............................................................Communications
Michael Jones............................................................................Worship
Cindy MacIntyre.................................................................. Evangelism
Mary Toler.........................................................................Pastoral Care
Lynn Rohrs.............................................................................Fellowship
Judy Willard............................................................................. Outreach

