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From the Rector
Dear Friends in Christ,
I want to write to you this month about what I
don’t know, and what I do.

The Rev Anne Turner, Rector

The list of things I don’t know right now is
long. The delta variant has upended summer
for many of us, and I find myself writing plans
in pencil again. As we continue in this strange,
uncharted territory of life sort-of-but-maybenot after pandemic, I am letting go of a lot of
certainty. We have all had to make choices—
about school, travel, and jobs—based on
incomplete information, and on hope.

What will the fall look like? That’s on the list of I-don’t-know. Ministry leaders are making some amazing plans here—for the education of young people, for our worship, for our fellowship together. And
those same leaders are thinking about how to be flexible if they need to.
The list of things that I do know is much shorter. But it is more important. And here at Grace Church,
we know two things: who we are, and what we stand for.
Who we are? On the surface, that is ever-changing. We said goodbye to three staff members this
summer and we are welcoming new ones. (You can find greetings from Santana Alvarado, Kevin
Hamilton, and Nina Bacas elsewhere in Grace Notes, as well as an update from the Music Director
Search Committee.) We are burying those who died during the worst of the pandemic. We are baptizing babies and welcoming in new members.
But that kind of transition is only the surface of our identity. Who we really are is far deeper. We are
children of God, the communion of saints gathered in this particular corner of the Christian tradition.
None of the other identities we adopt on top of that matters more.
And what we stand for? That has never wavered.
• Worship is at the heart of what we do. We treasure our liturgy as an expression of God’s love, joy,
and wonder in our midst.
• Inclusion goes all the way back to the decision of the founding of Grace Church, forgoing pew rentals in favor of offering God’s grace freely to all. We offer worship in not one but two languages,
and we are especially concerned with formation for children and youth, because we want no one
to get left out.
• Justice is the fruit of our prayer. When we know God’s love, sharing that love in its greatest, societal expression is the natural next step.
Writing about the eucharist, Saint Augustine said this: “Behold what you are. Become what you
receive.” Starting this fall, we will use these words at the conclusion of the eucharistic prayer, as a
reminder of what we do know and can never forget.
We are the body of Christ, and we never stop offering that body to feed the world.
					
Yours in Christ,
								Anne+					
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Sunday Worship Schedule for 2021-2022
Dear Friends in Christ—
As you well know, worship at Grace has changed repeatedly over the last 18 months, adapting to the
changing needs of our world and our community. It’s apparent that we can’t “go back” to what we
used to do, for a number of reasons. Our attendance numbers are in flux. We do not have the same
musical resources we once did. Our Spanish language service has moved into the nave.
I want to let you know what worship will look like going forward. Here is our Sunday morning schedule
for September 2021-June 2022:

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite 1
8:45 a.m. La Santa Eucaristia
9:30-10:15 a.m. Christian Education for adults and children
10:30 a.m. Choral Eucharist, alternating Rites 1 and 2 seasonally
(rather than weekly)
5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite 2
We will also resume midweek worship. We’ll begin with one eucharist (including prayers for healing)
each week on Thursdays at noon.
Keep in mind that this schedule is only a pilot. If it works, we will celebrate and keep it. If it doesn’t
work, we will change it with care and love. The schedule allows some new possibilities around education and fellowship, so look for more information in the coming weeks.
Our new schedule begins on Sunday, September 19. (This is also the
first Sunday in the nave for our new interim associate rector, Mother
Nina Bacas.) The midweek eucharist will resume on Thursday, September 23.
I am blessed to worship with the community of Grace Church. You
have shown great flexibility, resilience, and compassion in this time,
and I know that nothing will stop us from sharing the love of God with
one another and our world.
						

Yours in Christ,

								Anne+
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Welcome to our New Interim Associate Rector
I am pleased to introduce the Rev. Nina Bacas, who will be joining us in September as our Interim Associate Rector for the 2021-2022 program year.
Mother Nina (pronounced “nine-uh” rather than “neen-uh”) brings many gifts that will bless Grace
Church in the coming year. She has an extensive background in ministry with youth and children. She
also speaks Spanish and is eager to learn more about Latino ministry. Perhaps most importantly, she is
full of faith, passion, and commitment—qualities that our church needs in this moment of change.
You can read on to learn more about Mother Nina in her own words. And I encourage you to meet her
in person! Her first day with us will be Friday, September 10, when she joins us for our Shrine Mont
parish weekend. (Yet another reason to sign up, in case you needed one!)
I pray this year ahead will be filled with blessings for us all—
Yours in Christ,
Anne+

Dear Friends at Grace,

I am filled with joy and thanksgiving to God and your leadership for bringing us together this program year. We will get
to know each other quickly and look forward to where God is
calling us together. I can’t wait!

The Rev. Nina Bacas
Interim Associate Rector

A bit about me…I am a native San Diegan and grew up in
a mixed-culture family. My first career after college was in
computing but I soon discovered a love for teaching. Once my
husband Andy and I started to build our family of four children, my passion for teaching switched to Christian formation
when God grabbed me with the question, “How will you pass
on your faith to your children?” I soon found that God called
me to help others answer that question as well. My journey in faith led me to Virginia Theological Seminary where I
graduated in 2015 with an M.A. in Christian Formation and
again in 2020 with an Anglican Studies Diploma. During that
time, I served as a religion teacher at St. Stephen’s & St. Ag-

nes School for five years, and as an Associate for Families and Parish Life at The Falls Church Episcopal
for five years. Those two ministry experiences enabled me to discern that God’s next step for me was to
seek ordination to the priesthood. Thanks be to God, Bishop Goff ordained me in 2020.
You will find that I have a passion for welcome, hospitality and church growth that I learned at The Falls
Church Episcopal. I love developing programs and working with people at different formation levels,
especially newcomers to the church. While I have many years of experience with children’s and youth
formation, know that my greatest joy comes from witnessing all generations worshipping and playing
together. I will see you soon!
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…. AN

THIS MONTH’S STEWARDSHIP MOMENT ….

INVITATION FROM THE VESTRY OF GRACE
CHURCH
In July 2021, the Grace Church Vestry adopted the following Statement of Stewardship to testify to their individual and corporate belief
and commitment to the place of stewardship in their lives. The statement is inspired by this year’s stewardship theme, “Re-gathering,
refreshment, and recommitment: using the gift God gives us to do
the work God calls us to do.”
As we look forward to Founders Day on September 26th -- the 166th
Anniversary of the founding of Grace Church -- and our continued
stewardship journey to the Pledge Sunday ingathering on November
7, 2021, may each of us join with the Vestry and make their statement our own.

We believe stewardship is using the gifts God gives us to do the work God calls us to do.
• All that we do with all that I have after I say “I believe.”
• Our joyful and thankful response to God’s generosity.
• Our responsibility to manage the time, talent, and treasure entrusted to us by God.
We commit ourselves to using the gifts God gives us to do the work God calls us to do.
• Giving joyfully as a means of praising God that we may grow closer to Jesus, God’s greatest
gift.
• Giving sacrificially of our time, talent, and money to do God’s work through the church and
in the world.
• Making a tangible monetary pledge to Grace Church.
• Tithing or striving to give an increasing proportion of our income with the goal of tithing.
• Serving as faithful stewards of God’s creation and the The Gospel of Jesus.
We challenge the people of Grace Church in re-gathering, renewal, and recommitment
• To share our belief and commitment as a spiritual as well as a financial promise.
• To support generously the mission of our parish and the Episcopal Church.
• To accept our collective need to give as an act of thanksgiving and worship.
• To make a pledge supporting the ministries of Grace Church.
We ask for your prayers as we manage our collective time, talent, and treasure to serve the
church, the community, and the world; to feed the hungry and clothe the poor; and to spread
the Kingdom of God.
We invite you to join us in making this statement your own.
Signed by the Vestry of Grace Church: Carlos Arboleda, Alison Campbell, Ford Chinworth, Jenny
Cline, Cleve Corlett, Tracy Enger, Diana Jarrett, Erin Kelly, Elizabeth Legere, Dan Pattarini, Jen
Pease, Stephanie Reed, Evan Robinson, Robby Schrum, and Kemp Williams
Grace Notes September 2021 Page 6

Shrine Mont -- 2021
Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless
sea day by day his clear voice soundeth, saying “Christian,
follow me.”
-- Hymn #550 (verse 1) Cecil Frances Alexander
(1818 – 1895)
As I write this message, David and I are in the midst of putting all the final pieces together for the Shrine Mont parish
retreat weekend. In some ways, the decision-making and
planning of the myriad details that make up the weekend
Wendy and David Murphy
mirrors the multitude of decisions that we (collectively)
Shrine Mont Coordinators 2021
have been faced with since early March of last year. So
many decisions! So much significance to each and every one! Who would have thought that something
as seemingly simple as the what and where and how of eating dinner, for instance, would involve so
many choices with higher-than-average stakes?
When David and I started working out what we
wanted for a theme this year, a common motif
that kept coming up was God’s presence with
us in our times of distress, our reaching out to
Him for comfort and guidance, and Him guarding us in our going out and coming in. During
one of our brainstorming sessions, Hymn #550
was mentioned. It really resonated with us and
we found it contained all of the elements we
wanted to convey. (Plus, Restoration is a great
hymn tune!)
The author of the text for Hymn # 550, Cecil
Frances Alexander (nee Humphries), was born
in County Wicklow, Ireland. She wrote poetry as a child and went on to publish more than 400 hymn
texts, including the favorites “All Things Bright and Beautiful”, “Once in Royal David’s City”, and her
rendering of St. Patrick’s Breastplate, the hymn “I Bind Unto Myself Today”. As the wife of an Anglican
clergyman, she was also known for her charitable work tending to the sick, poor, and needy.
As we work to get through and over the “wild, restless sea” that our collective lives have seemed like
during the past year and a half, we hope that you too are hearing Jesus’s call to follow and be guided
over the tumult. Metaphorically speaking, for some, the calm winds may have prevailed to provide
smooth sailing. For others, it may have felt more like the bottom dropped out of the boat completely;
I suspect the majority (myself included) were somewhere in between – with the unpredictability that
goes with a truly tumultuous sea, and a lot of ups and downs.
With all that has gone on in the nearly two years since we last gathered in Orkney Springs to give Father
Malm a buoyant Grace Church send-off, it seems very much a different world than it was in September
2019. During the upcoming retreat weekend, we’ll reflect on healing and on listening for God’s voice in
our lives. Our hope is that you will come away from the weekend feeling a little less “tossed around by
the storm”.
(continued on page 8)
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So far — knock on wood — our organizing has gone smoothly
•

registration is complete: 136 adults, 19 teenagers, 29 children (15 8-12, 8 4-7, and 6 under 4)

•

t-shirts have been delivered and were printed correctly

•

the bonfire, dance, meals, services and Follies will happen in the usual locations

•

Most importantly, we’ve received confirmation that there will be buns on Saturday and fried chicken on Sunday.

We’ve received plenty of assistance from so many parishioners to host/run/manage the various events
and activities. Every step of the way in our planning, we’ve had the input, assistance, organization
expertise, and guidance of coordinators who have gone before us, those who are assisting us (including Mother Anne and other staff members), and the coordinators who will come after us…you all know
who you are and we thank you for your help.
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Welcome to Our New Director of Operations
To say that I am looking forward to joining the staff and supporting the
mission of Grace Episcopal would be quite an understatement. After an
interview process filled with promise and a sense of anticipation for great
days ahead, I am looking forward to rolling up my sleeves and getting to
work. Your personnel committee is comprised of first-class professionals
that conveyed a clear message of who Grace is and the difference you are
making in Alexandria and beyond.

Kevin Hamilton
Director of Operations

I know that Grace is in a season of change, and change can be challenging. However, change can also provide a great opportunity to strengthen
what makes you the wonderful community you are and to embark on new
adventures that broaden your reach into the community and beyond. I am
thrilled to join you on this journey.

I am looking forward to bringing to Grace my skills and experiences in both the church and corporate
operations. I started my career in full time church ministry as a Youth Pastor and Administrator for a
major church campus expansion project. From there I began part-time church planting (starting new
congregations), something that I am still involved with on the weekends. While planting churches, I
began my corporate career, eventually serving as the Director of Internal Communications and then
Director of Organizational Development for Ratner Companies (the former corporate organization for
Hair Cuttery, Bubbles, Salon Plaza).
After Ratner, I served Saint Timothy’s Episcopal Church in Herndon. It was during my time at Saint Timothy’s that I came to gain a great appreciation for the Episcopal Church and liturgical worship; both were
new to me then. I had the opportunity to work for some great leaders including the retiring Rector who
served over two decades as well as two interims, including one interim rector you are familiar with,
Mother Anne Turner. I am so excited I get to work for such a kind and capable leader again, one who
models Servant Leadership.
My most recent position is a Project Manager for CDWG, specifically working on the Decennial US
Census Device as a Service Program. After three and a half years in federal contracting, I have decided
to return to the non-profit world, offering my skills to help create and strengthen processes that benefit
the parish while keeping a people-centered focus. I am looking forward to meeting the Grace Episcopal
family and especially the volunteers who donate their time and skills to make Grace the special place it
is.
I live in Centreville with my husband Luke. My mother, Linda, also lives with us. After being a lifelong
dog person, Luke did the hard work of converting me to cats. We have two cats, Boba (Exotic Short
Hair- a marshmallow that occasionally meows) and Mocha (Exotic Long Hair- a fluff ball with attitude). I
enjoy reading, am a bit of a theology nerd, and I love to laugh!

Grace Notes is published 10 times a year by Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria, Virginia – monthly except for combined July/August and December/January issues. The deadline for submitting copy is the last week of the preceding
month.
The next Grace Notes deadline is September 28 for the October issue. Articles should be submitted by e-mail to grace.
notes@gracealex.org. All articles are subject to editing.
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New Staff — Communications
Peace Be With You,
My name is Santana Alvarado (pronouns she/they) and I have
already had the pleasure of meeting some of you on Sunday,
August 8th! I am a 24 year old, AfroCaribbean artist, community
organizer, and educator. I’m a cradle Episcopalian with a lot of
experience cultivating vibrant and diverse communities around
education, youth, the arts, social justice, queer identity, and
faith-based ministries. I am Puerto Rican and Dominican and my
ancestral identity is a source of pride and fuel for my persistent
advocacy. I was born and raised in Los Angeles and spent the
past 6 years living, working, and attending school in New York
City (CUNY Bronx Community College and Hunter College). I
majored in Sociology and minored in Music when in school and
recently graduated this past spring.
Santana Alvarado
Communications Specialist

My favorite foods are fried plantain and french fries with ketchup
mixed with hot sauce. My favorite part of social media is memes
because they connect people on parts of our identities we might feel isolated by. My favorite thing
about Alexandria so far is the slow pace and access to gorgeous nature. I love hearing the birds sing
and, as a singer, I have definitely been caught trying to mimic their beautiful songs. I am looking forward to meeting and working intimately with the Grace Church community as the congregation embarks on an exciting and life-giving journey of change and discovery. I am especially excited to attend
the Shrine Mont retreat!
Watching God Work,
Santana

Music Director Search
As the parish has been bidding farewell to Dr. Richard Newman, Grace
Church’s beloved and extraordinary gifted Director of Music since 2014, a
search committee has been appointed to assist Mother Turner in identifying
the right person to join our staff as the next musician-in-chief at Grace Church.
We have posted notices of the position with the Diocese of Virginia, the Association of Anglican Musicians, the American Guild of Organists, and the Episcopal News Service. We hope to begin initial interviews shortly, and in the
meantime we are talking with choir members and other parishioners about
their suggestions, comments, hopes, and concerns about the position. Members of the search committee are eager to receive your thoughts and hope
Stephanie Reed
you will get in touch with any or all of us – by phone, text, email, or at coffee
Committee Chair
hour. Committee members are: Stephanie Reed, chair; Alison Campbell; Cindy
MacIntyre; Erica McFarquhar; and Robby Schrum. An email sent to music.director.search@gracealex.
org will reach all members of the committee. The full job description can be found on the Grace Church
website at www.gracealex.org/music-director-job-description.
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Fr Jason’s Last Sermon August 8, 2021
In the name of one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

“I am the living bread that came down from
heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever.”
This past week I was able to travel to Colorado
with family and friends, and to visit Rocky Mountain
National Park for the first time. If you’ve never visited
there, this majestic environment of the Rockies is exactly as you might imagine – from stunning mountain
vistas on all sides climbing thousands of feet upward, to
jagged peaks capped with snow, to rolling and vast valley meadows surrounding the headwaters of the Colorado River. We spent one day driving across the
National Park from east to west, from the town of Estes Park to Granby. On our drive we climbed up to
the highest elevation of over 12,000 feet and down again into the valley to where there was, thankfully,
some oxygen to breathe. And on the way we saw all types of alpine vegetation, wildflowers, and some
wildlife as well – moose, elk, and bighorn sheep. As we neared the westernmost side of the park near
the end of our drive, we entered an area the had been devastated by the wildfires of 2020. The lush,
evergreen foliage of the aspen and pine trees changed suddenly to a blackened and charred wasteland,
where thousands upon thousands of trees had been incinerated. This area was burned last summer
during what would become to be known as the East Troublesome Fire – you may remember this in the
news last year. It was one of two of the largest fires in Colorado’s history, and over 30,000 acres were
burned inside Rocky Mountain National Park.
For me, the sight of what the fire had done in such an incredibly beautiful place was heartbreaking. But then, as we continued
to drive, and as I paid closer attention, I noticed tiny new signs of
change and growth. Small evergreen seedlings popping up everywhere, new green shoots and flowers and saplings, and tiny grasses
spread out across the black landscape. New life that could not be
held back even by fire, springing up as far as the eye could see. And
as we looked up toward the horizon across a big field where we had
stopped the car to get out for a few moments, we saw a herd of
hundreds of elk, grazing on these new grasses, right in the middle of this charred meadow. Nourishment and sustenance for the elk – resurrection and new life had come even when it seemed that all
had been taken away.
The Rockies honestly made me think of this parish church and all of you. Massive CHANGE and TRANSITION and LOSS are never easy, and Grace Church has been through too much of it during the past two
years. It is good and right to see it, and to name it, and to acknowledge it. It is painful and rightfully
so – grief for the loss of what once was, and fear for what might or might not come next, both go hand
in hand with such sweeping transformation in the life of this or any parish church. But the good news
is that new life is coming, it is already here, and from this altar, the people of Grace Church continue to
be fed and to feed others with the bread of heaven. “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will
never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
(Continued on page 12)
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If there’s one thing that’s been made crystal clear to me over these past two years it’s that the people
of Grace Church are incredibly resilient. We ARE a resurrection people, we ARE an Easter people, a
people who come to this altar faithfully, fortified and sustained to carry on and to persevere, even in
times of fear and uncertainty. And the bread from heaven, the new grasses, the seedlings of new life
are already beginning to sprout and to grow even as we speak. Good news of transformation is coming
soon, so stay tuned in the coming days – watch your emails. God is working in this place and in all of
you, as always, and nothing will ever change that.
And there is one thing that we can be sure of here at Grace, now and always – that which sustains us. What happens here on Sunday morning, what we do here together, as a community in this
liturgy of Holy Eucharist, changes us and it transforms us. This is the source of our own healing and the
healing of this community. Gathering here physically in this place, standing in reverence as the procession passes by, hearing and receiving the scripture lessons and sermon, singing as one community,
sharing the peace, gathering at this altar, and receiving the bread of life – it changes our very being. It
changes who and what we are. We are different at our very core when we leave this place. Believe it
or not, feel it or not, understand it or not. It is an unassuming, tiny miracle that occurs within us in this
holy mystery of this liturgy. Something is healed, something is put back together, something is soothed
or calmed or patched up in us. I can tell you personally (this is a confession by the way), for whatever
reason … maybe something going on in my own life… I have arrived here a few times on Sunday morning in a bad place, emotionally or spiritually, not prepared to be here. I got up on the wrong side of the
bed….maybe angry or sad or upset. But each and every time, within a few minutes of beginning this
liturgy, I am changed. The anxiety or whatever I was feeling begins to leave me, and the healing has
begun. We must believe in the power of being here in this place, in the presence of God, and in the receiving of Holy Communion, which refreshes us and repairs us and makes us whole. This is where our
own healing happens so that we can then go out into the world, outside these church walls, and share
God’s healing and sustaining love with others.
This is only one of countless gifts I will take with me from this place. All of you have made me
into the priest that I am today, and the priest I will be tomorrow is reflected in who you are and in what
this place represents. This is a place of healing and of resurrection; it is a place of joy and deep spiritual
reflection, and it will be always be a home for me, wherever I am, just like it is and will be for all of you
who come and go, now and for decades to come. Thank you for giving a home to so many, where the
bread of heaven is given freely for the life of the world, as Jesus says. May we always return home to
this altar to receive that bread of life that sustains us and sustains all God’s people.
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Farewell to Father Jason -- August 8, 2021
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Farewell to Dr Newman

Lorna Worley spoke for many in expressing her
thanks for Dr. Newman’s tenure — his appreciation of liturgical music and his ability to bring out
the best in the two adult choirs.

Richard was justifiably proud of the youth choir, which grew substantially during
his tenure as Music Director. His awards celebration in 2018 is depicted above.
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From the School:

After a wonderful summer that allowed for rest and relaxation, the School
is ready to begin another exciting school year. Although we had hoped to
begin with fewer covid mitigation measures, the pandemic continues to create challenges for all of us. However, we will not be daunted!
We plan for another full year of in-person instruction
beginning after Labor Day. Our students will follow all
of the same safety and health protocols they did in the
20-21 school year which helped us lead a successful year.
Our students will stay in grade level cohorts throughout
the day -- both in the classroom and on the playground,
Patti Culbreth
and desks will be 3 feet apart. Each desk in grades K-5 is
Head of School
encircled with a plastic shield for added protection. Both
Grace Episcopal School
students and teachers will wear masks. Our faculty and
staff is 100% fully vaccinated; however, our elementary
student population is too young to be vaccinated at this time.
Our top goal will be the safety and health of our students as we meet our mission to honor the gift
of childhood. We can meet this goal while also creating a vibrant and robust academic program that
serves our young children well. We are excited that part of our week will include our school chapel
service, either in person or streaming. We are happy to have Mother Anne serve as our Fifth Grade
Religion Teacher, and we know the class will love her.
We are all in the midst of great change, but we celebrate that change, although unsettling, can be very
good. We look forward to working with the new church leadership and our parish friends to have a
year filled with happy children learning great things. The children are our future and our joy.

The Adult Forum
Adult Forum will be resuming when Sunday School resumes, on Founders Day
Weekend - Sunday, September 26, from 9:30-10:15, in the St. Mark Room on
the second floor. Thanks to some wonderful new technology, we can offer both in-person and virtual participation in adult forum! In celebration of
Founders Day, our first Adult Forum will feature a Virtual Tour of Grace Church
(Sept. 26), led by Anne Caputo with assistance from Anne Boris. In early October, John Berry will present two Adult Forums: 20 Years in Afghanistan (Oct. 3),
and Afghan Refugees in Our Area (Oct. 10). A variety of other topics are in the
Anne Boris
development stage. Until infection rates are down and the guidelines change,
Forum Coordinator
those participating in person will need to wear masks. Those participating
virtually will sign in via a Zoom link, which will be sent with other links on a weekly basis. We look
forward to seeing you all!
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Vestry Team Leaders Discuss Their Ministries

The Education and Youth team: Jenny Cline, Bill Malone, Lisa Bellantoni, and Erin Kelly

Education and Youth

As you are well aware, Grace has faced significant changes over the last 15 months, and the education
and youth programs are no different. With the departure of Jenni Faires, a full-time staff member dedicated to youth programs, and Chrissie Crosby, who served in a part time capacity and completed her
term in June, the programs have been under review by our team.
While these changes brought new challenges, there’s also much to celebrate. Over the summer, Sunday
school and youth sponsors were confirmed and new additions to the team were made. We are delighted to have so many returning to work with our youth! We still have a few slots open and would love to
have some additional volunteers to help in this space. In particular, we need volunteers to work with
some of our youth groups. Please let us know if you have any interest in this ministry!
The nursery is re-opened and we are happy to have Betsy Bamford back and the addition of Shannon
Kelly to care for the youngest of our parish family. A huge thank you to Bill Malone for stepping in on
that first Sunday back. He was a natural!
We are excited that Anne Boris has agreed to lead adult education. [See page 15] Additionally, we are
planning a “Back to Sunday School” event for September 19th from 9:30 – 10:15 am with some fun
activities and a few surprises. Please plan to join us to meet your Sunday school teachers and classroom
friends.
And back by popular demand, we will
host a “Trunk or Treat” on Sunday, October 24th from 4:00 – 5:30. Stay tuned for
details!

Trunk of Treat 2019
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Vestry Team Leaders Discuss Their Ministries
Stewardship in 2021
“Re-gathering, renewal, and recommitment: using the gifts God gives
us to do the work God calls us to do,” originally conceived as the theme
of the upcoming fall pledge campaign, has taken on a much broader
purpose. Your stewardship team and vestry have discerned its broader
implications – to commitments of time and talent, to the financial
support of all missions of the parish, to action by all ages, and to the
parish’s stewardship obligations to the diocese, community, and wider
church.
In that spirit of broad initiative and guided by the Spirit, we are now
finalizing plans for requesting pledged commitments for 2022. Please
Ford Chinworth
join your clergy, vestry, and stewardship team in this renewal. [See
Stewardship
page 6] To help in your stewardship discernment, you will find monthly
reports in Grace Notes (starting this month), testimonials in the Friday
“Good News” newsletters, reports on early Vestry pledges, explanations of Grace’s stewardship of time
talent and treasure applied to its six areas of mission, explanation of the value of proportional giving and tithing, in-worship oral ministry minutes and in-pew written material, messages from Mother
Anne, and up-to-date reporting during the campaign (from October 17 through the November 7 ingathering). Please stay tuned!

Fellowship
The Fellowship Committee is committed to providing opportunities for
our congregation to unite in the spirit of friendship and hospitality. The return to in-person worship was accompanied by a return to our coffee(less)
hour, celebrated outside in the amphitheater with cold beverages and
snacks. While there may not be coffee present, there is certainly no lack
of energy, enthusiasm and conversation.
In addition to our regular Sunday coffee hours, the Fellowship Committee
hosted two festive coffee hours in honor of beloved Grace Church staff
who are moving on to new and exciting adventures. On August 8, the La
Tracy Enger
Gracia congregation joined us in hosting a cheerful and tearful sendoff
Fellowship
for Father Jason Roberson. On August 29 the Fellowship Committee, with
support from the choir, hosted a hearty and heartfelt farewell for Richard Newman and Sarah, his bride
to be, as they move closer to family in Michigan where Richard will bless St. James Episcopal church as
their new Director of Music Ministry. While it is always difficult to see beloved members of our Grace
family move on, it is a pleasure to be able to celebrate them and send them off knowing they will always be a part of Grace!
These two events were a happy reminder of the kinds of spiritual hospitality the Fellowship Committee
revels in providing. I want to thank all of the current members of the Fellowship Committee, especially
(Continued on page 18)
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the Lay Vestry member Lynn Rohrs, for all of their hard work and dedication. We are looking forward
to engaging with the congregation to determine what the face of fellowship will look like as we explore
the new normal for Grace Church. Watch this space for upcoming details about how we will celebrate
coffee hour on the new worship schedule, and other novel fellowship activities. We are eager to invite
new members onto the Fellowship Committee to join us in the joyous work of providing opportunities for the congregation to come together in celebration and support of one another. Also, we are
endeavoring to identity ways to continue supporting virtual connection, like the Zoom coffee hour, as
we resume more in-person activities. So, if you have ideas about fellowship, we want to hear from you.
And, if you are willing to join the committee full-time, or to just bring your time, talent and treasure to
one or two of your favorite activities, we would be delighted for you to join us. Many hands make light
and laughter-filled work! We hope you will consider joining hands with us.

Evangelism
One of the first adages I heard at Grace is that everyone is an
evangelist. We all have a duty to welcome the stranger -- to turn to
the person sitting in the pew in front of or behind us, to smile even
through our masks, and to thank them for worshiping at Grace
Church.
The Evangelism Team helps welcome newcomers to Grace. We do
so in a few ways. We monitor the welcome@gracealex.org email
account and share the good news about Grace with those who find
us online or through livestreamed worship.

Robby Schrum
Evangelism

We call and email newcomers to offer ourselves as friendly resources who can answer any questions they may have about Grace
or can help them find a ministry or activity that suits them.

We supervise the banner program. You may have seen seasonally
themed banners announcing worship opportunities and upcoming events next to the Grace Church sign
on Russell Road. We help create and produce those banners -- and make sure they stay up to date!
We sponsor newcomers’ receptions at the church so that people who are new to Grace can get to know
one another. The receptions are open to all. So even if you came to Grace decades ago, please join us to
welcome the latest group of newcomers in person!
Our next newcomers’ reception will be Sunday, September 19, at 5:30 p.m. in the outdoor amphitheatre behind the church. If you’d like to attend, RSVP at welcome@gracealex.org.
And please -- help create some newcomers yourself! Invite your friends, family, neighbors, and colleagues to join us at Grace for worship, service, and fellowship. We’re doing something special at Grace.
Let’s invite others to be a part of it!
***
Robby Schrum, Vestry Evangelism Team Lead
Cindy MacIntyre, Non-Vestry Evangelism Team Lead
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Communications Ministry
Vision: The Communications Ministry at Grace Episcopal Church (GEC)
actively supports the internal and external missions of the church by ensuring that parishioners, visitors, neighbors and the broader Alexandria
community see and know God’s love through the words and actions of
GEC, its clergy and its members.

Dan Pattarini
Communications

Organizational Structure: The Communications Ministry at GEC is
organized similarly to other ministry areas with a graduated leadership
/ learning / service structure that allows for volunteer parishioners to
grow in their knowledge and build their skills in support of the ministry.
Working together with the vestry lead, the senior parish representative
to the communications ministry will serve for one year at which time
she/he will hand over leadership to a vice lead.

Communications Committees / Areas: The Communications Ministry at GEC will have three focus areas which will allow for broader participation by parish volunteers while also creating an empowering,
creative, and productive environment to support the good works of the church. The three communications areas are:
•

The Tech Team - Website / Social Media - this team, in support of professional staff, manages the
Grace website and social media accounts. The tech team regularly posts content and periodically
updates the layout of the church website. Team members cooperate to schedule website and social
media “coverage” ensuring there are team members available to maintain the website and social
media properties

•

The Visionaries - Photography / Videography - the Visionaries capture, record and share the Good
News of Grace Church through photos and videos. They are the visual storytellers of GEC. Team
members provide visual content that is bolstered by the Storytellers and often provided to the Tech
Team for distribution through the GEC website or social media. The Visionaries interface with other
ministries to “cover” a wide variety of GEC activities from worship to outreach to youth/family ministries.

•

The Storytellers - Writers / Editors / Journalists / Composers - the Storytellers provide the narrative that underpins, enlightens and expands on all of the Good Works of GEC. From writing website
or social media copy or captions to drafting feature stories for local good news stories, the storytellers help develop and sustain the wonderful story that is GEC. The storytellers will contribute
regularly to Grace Notes and other publications be they stand alone, discreet tasks or published on
a regular basis. Putting words to photos and video, the Storytellers will also serve and support all of
the ministries of GEC.
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Pastoral Care
The month of August going into September Grace continues with our
Pastoral Care’s mission and work ensuring God’s community is well
tended and taken care of. Being a parishioner here at Grace has been a
rewarding day-by-day experience.
Being able to be part of Grace Church vestry, and having the opportunity to be part of The Pastoral Care mission which brings new and amazing experiences as weeks pass, feeding my life and making me realize
how much and how often I witness the presence of God through each
member of this church as well as with any stranger that comes to Grace
doors seeking any help of any kind, whether is spiritual or help due to
economic difficulties.
Carlos Arboleda
I am truly blessed to be here and each service I attend at La Gracia as
Pastoral Care
well as each meeting with my vestry brothers and sisters makes me fall
more in love with the church and the community inside and outside of the church. Pastoral Care vision is to bring comfort and reassure Grace Parishioners they are not alone during their difficult times
of sickness, and provide a sense of companionship through their difficulties especially as we transition
to the post- covid time.
We continue with The Card Ministry that takes several forms: cards to dispered members of Grace
at Easter, Shrine Mont, and Christmas; birthday cards; and individual, case-by-case cards to console
or cheer parishioners. We have the Communities of Hope International, COHI, a group of trained lay
persons who respond to pastoral care needs. And we have the Flower Ministry, through which volunteers deliver to members of Grace Church flowers from Sunday’s service that the Altar Guild has
reassembled into beautiful arrangements.
Anybody can be part of these Pastoral Care Ministries; all you have to do is contact any clergy at
Grace or a member of any of the Pastoral Care groups in order to be part of God’s reflection in the
world around us.
													

Worship

Kemp Williams
Worship

Despite being in the second year of the covid pandemic, with no immediate end in sight, Grace Church has continued to maintain a robust worship
schedule. Local infection rates decreased sufficiently enough so that we
were able to resume services in the nave in May. We now celebrate the
Eucharist inside on Sundays at a 9:00 am choral service and a 5:00 pm
spoken service. We continue to worship outside in the amphitheater at
7:45 am, weather permitting. Also, our Spanish-speaking parishioners of
La Gracia have now moved to the nave for the celebration of the Eucharist at 10:30 am. In addition to the live streaming of the Sunday morning
choral service, parishioners can also join an evening prayer service on
Wednesdays via Zoom. Both clergy and laypersons lead this service.
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We plan to continue streaming the Sunday morning choral service even after the covid pandemic is
over in order to reach our parishioners who may not be able to attend services in person. A generous
gift from late parishioners Liz and Fred Saalfeld allowed Grace to purchase state-of-the-art recording
equipment to make this possible. Members of the new ministry group, St. Isidore’s Guild, are responsible for broadcasting the service, which can be viewed live on YouTube and FaceBook or watched
later on YouTube. (Pope John Paul II named St. Isidore the patron saint of the internet. Although
Isidore lived more than 1000 years ago, he is famous for a twenty-volume treatise in which he attempted to explain the origins of as many things as he could think of, becoming something of a living
internet in his day.)
Declining infection rates have also allowed us to resume our lay Eucharistic visitation ministry. Parishioners who are not able to attend services in person can receive communion at home following the
Sunday morning choral service. Lay Eucharistic ministers receive special training to participate in this
ministry. If you are interested in participating in this ministry, either as a lay Eucharistic minister or as
someone who wishes to receive communion at home, please contact mike.jones@gracealex.org.
The Sunday worship schedule, which begins on September 19, is on page 3.

Mission and Outreach (M&O)
Mission and Outreach is a vibrant reflection of Grace Church living up to
its Christian responsibility toward our neighbors.
There are some eighteen components
to our effort, with the potential to grow
further. Over two dozen parishioners are
directly involved in leading the separate
Jennifer Pease
components; with more than 200 volOutreach
unteers actively participating in making
things happen — stuffing bags of food,
Jen Pease
making sandwiches, serving dinner, creatM&O Lead
ing baskets at Christmas and Thanksgiving, monitoring homeless shelters, meeting essential family needs, and
providing advice and assistance.
The chart on the follwing page identifies the programs and the leads for
each element.
Some components, such as Meals on Wheels have been curtailed because of COVID. Others, like the Food Pantry, have grown beyond what
we may have though unattainable in years past.
(Continued on page 22)

		

Ed Arthur poses with Wilma
Brooks, Deputy Dirctor of
Community Lodgings at the
blessing of backpacks.
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The budget constrainthas been a significant factor -- reduced from $27,000 in 2020 to $20,000 in 2021.
Tightening belts across all element of the paish has required leadership to engage in extensive fund
raising — seeking donations, applying for grants, and using every opportunity to grow the funds necessary to sustain this wonderful effort. These activities have borne fruit — realizing $100,000 in 2020 for
the food pantry, and substantial amounts for the Kathleen Arthur Community Assistance Fund which
distributed $20,000 in 2020 , with a goal of $80,000 in 2021.
Recently added is an effort to assist Afghan refugees. See John Berry’s article on the following page.
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Afghan Refugee Support –
How Can We Help?
The daily headlines are telling the story of the fall of Kabul and the
rush of Afghans to flee – anywhere. Many thousands of refugees are
coming to America, and a significant number are coming to Northern
Virginia. What can we do to help?
Some families may be resettled in Alexandria. While we wait for
more details, there are two useful and practical steps we can take
now.
•
John Berry

Inform ourselves about this unfolding human drama to learn
where we can have an impact. An excellent resource is Episcopal
Migration Ministries (episcopalmigrationministries.org). EMM is
one of nine national refugee resettlement agencies supporting
undocumented refugees to find a safe place to live in America.

•

Two other excellent websites are focused locally and are worth a visit: Lutheran Social Services
National Capital Area (lccnca.org) and Catholic Charities (catholiccharitiesusa.org).

•

Another important avenue is financial assistance. All three
of these informative websites are seeking donations. EMM
estimates it needs at least $3000 worth of housing and cash
assistance for each refugee, many of whom have arrived
with only the clothes they are wearing.

Melanie Gray from Christ Church Alexandria is monitoring the
situation with other partners in Northern Virginia and sharing
updates with members of the local outreach community. The
Grace Outreach Team will continue to keep the parish informed
as the situation unfolds in our area.
For more information, contact John Berry at john.berry@gracealex.org.
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Carpenter’s Shelter .... Our Third Food Ministry
While our Food Pantry is the best known of our food ministries, two other programs serve important
roles in service to our community: Carpenter’s Shelter and the Brown Bag Lunch Program. Three parish
elements take turns providing a hot meal once each month at Carpenter’s Shelter. Cindy Diehl honchos
the preparation and servicing at the Shelter for our parish outreach; Mary Hix does the same on behalf
of the LEMs, and Rich Kelly takes on the effort on behalf of Grace School. Here are some photos of our
most recent outing — in the brand new Carpenter’s Shelter — which opened its doors only in the past
few months.
The photo of the dining room reflects the wonderful result of so many including a generious contribution by the Wolcott Family toward the
design and consturction of the new
shelter.
From left to right in the kitchen: Eric
Waskowicz, Lucy Waskowicz, Pricilla Zeigler,
Ed and Kathy Arthur, Cindy Diehl, and Henry
Zeigler
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Why Grace?
How the Hanleys came to Grace and Why
We Stayed
We are a Navy family.
By exceptional good fortune, Paul managed to avoid orders to Washington for 15
years, but, as the Anglo-Saxon poet put
it, fate is inevitable. So, Paul reported to
the Pentagon in summer 1983 after three
consecutive tours of duty in the Western
Pacific. Peggy Bailey snapped us up and
found us a rental on Woodland Terrace,
and we started church shopping.
Almost immediately, our 5th grade son
and 7th grade daughter began lobbying
for Grace. Lance Moody’s wonderful children’s programs were a magnet for local kids of all faiths.
Inevitably, we joined Grace in 1984. In 1988, Priscilla joined the family when we were married at Grace,
having been set up the previous year on a blind date by Susy Howard.
Paul and Pricilla Hanley and family

We have stayed partly because of the liturgy, but mostly because of the great friendships that have
grown up over the years. Shrine Mont, foyer groups, Stephen Ministry, LEMs, Sunday School, vestry,
Grace Episcopal School, Martha’s Guild, EFM--all offered opportunities to meet this magnificent congregation which feels like an extended family. And it gets better every year.
								Paul and Priscilla

The Vestry took time off on a weekend retreat in July to reflect on the
significant issues facing the parish
— COVID, major staffing changes,
and budget pressures,
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Anglican Notes
In 2018, General Convention approved a new version of the Book of Occasional
Services. This volume, which has been around for many years in a number of iterations, is best known for such liturgical rites as the blessing of a home, Stations of
the Cross, and numerous other services.
Cleve Corlett

The 2018 book is not available in hard copy. The full volume is available, however,
online and clergy and parishioners are free to download whatever they desire.

In reviewing the online volume recently I came across a listing for Exorcism. I was fascinated that the
Episcopal Church officially recognizes the need for deliverance from evil forces for those oppressed by
them.
The Church does not provide a specific rite of exorcism, other than saying that “The Celebration of the
Eucharist, especially in a place that has been disturbed, and the … Great Litany” are appropriate, along
with “preparatory prayer and fasting.” The Church insists that only a bishop may authorize a priest to
conduct an exorcism using “prayers or other formularies” the bishop may deem appropriate.
Most Anglicans have probably not given much thought to the forces of evil inflicting harm on good
Christian folk. But prayers against evil forces are many and we all recite them or hear them often.
•

Start with the Lord’s Prayer, where we ask God to “deliver us from
evil.”

•

In the service of Compline we are told to “Be sober, be watchful.
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith.”

In the same service we call upon God to “Visit this place, O Lord, and
drive far from it all snares of the enemy; let your holy Angels dwell
with us to preserve us in peace; and let your blessing be upon us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
•

In the rite of Baptism, sponsors are asked to “…renounce Satan and
all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God” and to
“…renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God.”

•

And in the rite for the Blessing of a Home, the officiant asks that
“the mighty power of the Holy God be present in this place to banish from it every unclean spirit, to cleanse it from every residue of
evil, and to make it a secure habitation for those who dwell in it.”

As parishioners we may not think often of the snares of the enemy
or pray for banishment of the forces of evil. But we are inheritors of
a long tradition that tells us to be wary and which provides official (if
rarely used or discussed) rites to destroy Satan should the need be
there.
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--Cleve Corlettt

This artwork, by C. Bloch, shows
Christ in the wilderness, casting
away the devil -- the moment in
which the Savior says: “Begone,
Satan: for it is written, the Lord
thy God shalt thou adore, and
him only shalt thou serve” (Matthew 4:10).

Grace-Ful Worship
Wanting
In college, I took a class entitled “Comparative World Religions.” It appeared
Holy Ghost!
Yesterday morning, during a quiet moment of the 9:00am Sunday service, I
nudged Brad and asked, “Do you know when we say “Holy Ghost” and when
we say “Holy Spirit?” He answered, “I think it’s Rite I versus Rite II.” I forgot
to do any further investigation yesterday, but I remembered it this morning
and had some time to find an answer.
June Huber

First, I looked at both versions of Morning Prayer in the Book of Common
Prayer (BCP); Rite I uses “Ghost” four times and “Spirit” seven times, while
Rite II only uses “Spirit” (14 times). Then I scanned Holy Eucharist; Rite I uses “Ghost” eight times and
“Spirit” five times, while Rite II only uses “Spirit” (15 times). It looks like Rite II got rid of any remaining
use of “Ghost” and Brad was right -- more or less.
Now it was time to see what else I could find online. I learned that the Hebrew word for “spirit” is
ruach, which also can mean “breath” or “wind.” In the Hebrew Old Testament, it occurs several times
such as in Genesis 1:2, “ruach Elohim (‘breath of the Lord’ or ‘wind of the Lord’) hovering over the
waters.” In conjunction with the modifier kodesh (“holy” or “from God’”’) the phrase occurs in Psalm
51:11, “... take not thy ruach kodesh (‘Holy Spirit’) from me.”
In the translation of the Old Testament from Hebrew to Greek, ruach is always translated as pneuma
(breath, wind, spirit). In the Greek New Testament, pneuma is always used for “Spirit”. So, if the equation (ruach = pneuma = spirit) is true, then where did “Ghost” come from?
Early English translations of the Bible use “Holy Ghost” only where it is perfectly clear that the Third
Person of the Trinity is meant. In other contexts (such as the Old Testament), ruach and pneuma are
translated as “Spirit.” Scholars think it likely that “Ghost” came from an Anglo-Saxon form for “spirit”
related to the German “Geist.” The early translators were probably looking for a way to distinguish the
third person of the Trinity from the manifestation of God described in the Old Testament. It took some
time for the early Church Fathers to work out that the Trinity was three persons, but one God. The Old
Testament saw the Holy Spirit as an aspect of God, but not as a separate person of the “Three-In-One.”
I can only assume that Rite I of the BCP maintained the distinction used in early English Bibles,
and that Rite II did away with the outdated and
possibly confusing word “Ghost.” Unfortunately,
I couldn’t find any websites or online articles that
directly addressed this specific question. It seems
that one can find the answer to almost any question online.
June Huber
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September Birthdays
September 1 Cleveland Eason
September 1 Jeremy Means-Koss
September 1 Teresa Preston
September 1 Lorna Worley
September 2 Nancy Macklin
September 2 Michael Heintz
September 2 Brendan Means-Koss
September 5 Charlie Pease
September 6 Blythe Su Davis
September 7 Colin Broome
September 7 Cathy Puskar
September 7 Philip Smith
September 7 David Tuma
September 9 Michael Reed
September 10 Ronald Wishart
September 14 Herson Perez Acabal
September 15 Kayla Dagne
September 15 Joseph O’Malley
September 16 Nancy Graves
September 16 Cole Ruff
September 18 Rosemary Falcon
September 19 Robert White
September 20 Hermann Gerber
September 22 Donna Hall
September 22 Jennifer Long
September 23 Janet Baker
September 23 Neille Russell
September 27 Richard Eudy

Parish Staff

Anne Turner.................................................................................Rector
(rector@gracealex.org)
Nina Bacas....................................................Interim Associate Rector
Patti Culbreth.............................................................. Head of School
(pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Kevin Hamilton...............................................Director of Operations
(kevin.hamilton@gracealex.org)
Santana Alvarado.....................................Communications Specialist
Paul Evans...........................................................................Seminarian
Pedro Hernandez........................................................................ Sexton

Vestry

Executive Committee
Elizabeth Legere ...........................................................Senior Warden
Alison Campbell............................................................Junior Warden
Cleve Corlett.............................................................................Treasurer
Diana Jarrett..............................................................................Register
Stephanie Reed........................................................ Member at Large
Class of 2021
Cleve Corlett............................................................................ Treasurer
Diana Jarrett..............................................................................Register
Jennifer Pease..........................................................................Outreach
Kemp Williams......................................................................... Worship
Class of 2022
Ford Chinworth................................................................Stewardship
Alison Campbell..........................................................Junior Warden
Jenny Cline .......................................................Education and Youth
Erin Kelly...........................................................Education and Youth
Stephanie Reed .......................................................Member at Large
Class of 2023
Carlos Arboleda............................................................. Pastoral Care
Tracy Enger.........................................................................Fellowship
Robby Schrum...................................................................Evangelism
Evan Robinson..................................................... Assistant Treasurer
Dan Pattarini........................................................... Communications
Parish Team Leaders
Liz Rugaber.................................................................Communications
Michael Jones............................................................................Worship
Cindy MacIntyre.................................................................. Evangelism
Mary Toler.........................................................................Pastoral Care
Lynn Rohrs.............................................................................Fellowship
Judy Willard............................................................................. Outreach
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