Grace Episcopal Church
Alexandria, Virginia

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Choral Eucharist, Rite II
September 12, 2021 – 9:00 AM

WELCOME TO GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
We are pleased to welcome you to Grace Church. If you are joining us for the first time, please send us a message
at welcome@gracealex.org, so we can get to know you. We can also add you to our mailing list for other offerings
by request.
Masks are required at all times in our building. Please see our website at www.gracealex.org for our full Covid
Mitigation Guidelines.
We are glad to have you join with us in worshipping God in the beauty of holiness, something which is central to
our identity at Grace. We hope you will join with us in sharing the love of God with this world that needs
healing.

Our Mission Statement
We are a center for worship and fellowship; a school for discipleship and stewardship;
and a community for healing and outreach.
Contacting Grace
Please feel free to contact our staff. Our office hours are Monday to Friday, 9 am – 3 pm.
(Clergy are out of the office on Mondays.)

Giving to Grace
Electronic Giving is available at Grace Church through the Tithe.ly system: https://tithe.ly/give?c=158826

Assistive Listening Devices Now Available for Worship in the Nave!
Please see an usher if you would like to use one during worship today.

Staff
Santana Alvarado
Communications Specialist (part-time)
communications.specialist@gracealex.org

The Rev. Nina Bacas
Interim Associate Rector
nina.bacas@gracealex.org

Betsy Bamford
Shannon Kelly
Nursery Workers (part-time)

Patti Culbreth
Head of Grace Episcopal School
pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org

Mary Cyrus
Interim Financial Administrator
financial.admin@gracealex.org

Paul Evans
Seminarian
paul.evans@gracealex.org

Kevin Hamilton
Director of Operations
kevin.hamilton@gracealex.org

Pedro Hernández
Sexton (part-time)

Amorita Quintillana
Sexton (part-time)

Ben Strohl
Facilites Manager (part-time)
The Rev. Anne Michele Turner
Rector
rector@gracealex.org

After Hours Emergency Pastoral Care- (571) 308-3219

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and
by Tracy Enger in memory of
our beloved sister and aunt DeAnna Wilson.
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THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
CHORAL EUCHARIST, RITE II
Please keep your mask on for the duration of the liturgy, with the exception of receiving communion.

VOLUNTARY: Soeur Monique

Francois Couperin (1668 – 1733)
All stand and sing the hymn.

HYMN 603

When Christ was lifted from the earth

St. Botolph

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
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THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

(said in unison)

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy
Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The people are seated.

THE FIRST LESSON
Lector

Proverbs 1:20 - 33
A Reading from the first Book of Proverbs.

Wisdom cries out in the street;
in the squares she raises her voice.
At the busiest corner she cries out;
at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:
“How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple?
How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing
and fools hate knowledge?
Give heed to my reproof;
I will pour out my thoughts to you;
I will make my words known to you.
Because I have called and you refused,
have stretched out my hand and no one heeded,
and because you have ignored all my counsel
and would have none of my reproof,
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I also will laugh at your calamity;
I will mock when panic strikes you,
when panic strikes you like a storm,
and your calamity comes like a whirlwind,
when distress and anguish come upon you.
Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer;
they will seek me diligently, but will not find me.
Because they hated knowledge
and did not choose the fear of the Lord,
would have none of my counsel,
and despised all my reproof,
therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way
and be sated with their own devices.
For waywardness kills the simple,
and the complacency of fools destroys them;
but those who listen to me will be secure
and will live at ease, without dread of disaster.”
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The psalm is read responsively by whole verse.

PSALM 19 Caeli enarrant
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2 One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3 Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7 The law of the LORD is perfect
and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the LORD is sure
and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8 The statutes of the LORD are just
and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the LORD is clear
and gives light to the eyes.
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9 The fear of the LORD is clean
and endures for ever; *
the judgments of the LORD are true
and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold,
more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey,
than honey in the comb.
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12 Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; *
then shall I be whole and sound,
and innocent of a great offense.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.
THE SECOND LESSON
Lector

James 3:1-12
A Reading from the Letter of James.

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who
makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle.
If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies.
Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a
small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed
among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of
nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the
tongue-- a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it
we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing
and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from
the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield
olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The people stand and sing the hymn.
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HYMN 654 Day by day

Sumner

THE HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 8:27-38

Priest
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about
him.
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He
said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting
your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in
return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels.”
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The people are seated.

7

THE SERMON

The Rev. David M. Crosby
Silence is kept, then the people stand.

THE NICENE CREED

BCP, p. 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
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Form III; BCP, p. 387

Give to the departed eternal rest,
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence is kept.

Celebrant

People

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Celebrant

BCP, p. 360

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you, in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The people stand.

THE PEACE
Celebrant
People

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY
We invite you to give to the work of the church,
electronically via Tithe.ly by scanning this QR code.
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OFFERTORY HYMN 410 Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven

Lauda anima

The people stand and sing.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS:
HYMN 380 (stanza 3 only)
HYMN 717 (stanza 4 only)
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Praise God, from whom all blessings flow
Our father’s God, to thee

Old 100th
America

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B

The Celebrant continues.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first
day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to
us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim
the glory of your Name:
Sanctus and Benedictus

Healy Willan, Hymnal S-114

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death. We proclaim his resurrection. We await his coming in glory.
The Celebrant continues.

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head
of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
THE LORD’S PRAYER

BCP, p. 364

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Fraction Anthem
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Ambrosian chant, Hymnal S-152

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Celebrant

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
At communion, gluten-free wafers are available by request.

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
THE BLESSING
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you for ever. Amen.
All stand and sing the hymn.

HYMN 448

O love, how deep, how broad, how high

Deus tourum militum

THE DISMISSAL
Priest
People
VOLUNTARY

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Prelude in D Minor

J.S. Bach (1685 – 1750)
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Grace Episcopal Church
Alexandria, Virginia
ANNOUNCEMENTS AS OF SEPTEMBER 12, 2021
Please Note: Submission deadline for weekly announcements is Tuesday at 4 P.M. (announcements are published on
Friday afternoon). If submitted after this deadline, the announcement will be published the following week. Please email
announcements to announcements@gracealex.org. Limit to 50 words (or provide a 50 -word summary).

WORSHIP @ GRACE
NO HOME COMMUNION SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH
Due to the Shrine Mont Retreat, Home Communion will not be available. It will resume on Sunday,
September 19th.

NO CHILDREN’S CHAPEL SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH
Due to the Shrine Mont Retreat, there will be no Children’s Chapel on Sunday, September 12th.

IMPORTANT REMINDER- NEW SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS SEPTEMBER 19TH
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

7:30 a.m., Holy Eucharist, Rite 1 in the Amphitheater
8:45 a.m., La Santa Eucaristia
9:30-10:15 a.m. Christian Education for adults and children
10:30 a.m., Choral Eucharist, alternating Rites 1 and 2 seasonally (rather than weekly)
5:00 p.m., Holy Eucharist, Rite 2

MUSIC DIRECTOR SEARCH
The Music Director Search Committee has begun the process for finding a new music Director of Music for
Grace Church. Members of the committee will be pleased to have suggestions, comments, hopes, and
concerns from members of the parish. Committee members are: Stephanie Reed, chair; Alison Campbell;
Cindy MacIntyre; Erica McFarquhar; and Robby Schrum. Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with the
entire committee at music.director.search@gracealex.org or any member of the committee individually. The
full job description can be found on the Grace Church website at www.gracealex.org/music-director-jobdescription.

WELCOME TO OUR INTERIM MUSIC DIRECTOR
Dr. Thomas Conroy will be joining us from September 19 until the end of
October as our part-time Interim Music Director. Most recently, Tom served
Mary Queen of Peace Parish in Pittsburgh, PA as organist, choir director, and bell
choir director, and he has served at several Episcopal churches around the
country. He holds a doctorate of musical arts in composition from Rice
University. In addition to his work in classical and church music, Tom has acted
and conducted on five national tours and in regional theaters all around the
country. He looks forward to discovering and enriching the worship life of Grace.
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EVENING PRAYER, WEDNESDAYS AT 5:30 PM VIA ZOOM
Please join us for a few moments of prayer, canticles, and readings, using the Book of
Common Prayer. Enjoy the chance to see and speak to one another without masks!
The link is the same as for the Grace Church Coffee Hour and will be sent each
Wednesday. Call Lucy-Lee Reed at 703-842-3121 if you would like a turn as Officiant.

CONNECT @ GRACE
Newcomers Reception -- Sunday, September 19, at 5:30 p.m.
If you're new to Grace and have not received an email invitation, please write welcome@gracealex.org. If
you're not a newcomer but would like to engage in some freelance evangelism on September 19, RSVP to
welcome@gracealex.org.

GIVE @ GRACE
FOOD PANTRY UPDATES
Thank You for contributing to the Grace’s Food Pantry.
•

Cleaning Supplies & Toiletries (Laundry Pods, Liquid
Dish Soap & Sponges, All-Purpose Cleaner and 16 oz.
size Bleach)
• Baby Diapers (Most needed sizes: 2-6. All sizes will help)
• Recycle your Grocery Bags for Food Pantry
Distributions!
Brown paper grocery bags with or without handles.
Clean: No rips or tears please! Bring to Grace Church
parking lot entrance.
There's a need for Food Pantry Volunteers, especially during the summer months. There are lots of
opportunities for all ages (18 and up) and abilities! Visit LotsaHelpingHands.com to join:
https://my.lotsahelpinghands.com/request/select-email/grace-episcopal-church
Thank You for contributing to the Grace Church Food Pantry! GCFP continues to serve over 300
families per week. We appreciate any support you can provide. If you would like to make a donation online,
please select the ‘Food Fund’ option. If you prefer to mail or drop off your check or cash donation, reference
the Food Fund or Food Pantry on your envelope and/or check memo line. Both your help and your
generosity are appreciated. Thank you!
Questions? Please contact Judy Willard: Judy.Willard@gracealex.org or Jen Pease:
Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org.

AFGHAN REFUGEE SUPPORT – HOW CAN WE HELP?
The daily headlines are telling the story of the fall of Kabul and the rush of Afghans to flee – anywhere.
Many thousands of refugees are coming to America, and a significant number are coming to Northern
Virginia. Are you wondering how we can help? Check out the link on our home page at www.gracealex.org
for ways that we can make a difference!

15

FALL MUM SALE
Support the youth pilgrimage through the fall mum sale! The plants will be in 9inch pots and available in assorted colors for $10 each. Mums should be picked
up on Saturday, September 25, noon-4pm, in the parking lot of Grace Church.
You can order online at https://gecfallmumsale.square.site/ or you may also
order by emailing your desired number of baskets to
J2AGraceChurch@gmail.com, then pay by cash or check when you pick up.
Please note that all orders must be placed in advance by end of day Monday, September 20; mums will not
be available for purchase on the pick-up day. You can also make a donation at
https://checkout.square.site/merchant/ML2TKZFR063P3/checkout/UFJDVLLOKOXS3FNOL6LCZNNM
if you are not able to support the mum sale.
Thanks for your support as the group plans their 2022 pilgrimage (postponed from 2021).

From Inova’s Alexandria & Mount Vernon Hospital Volunteer Chaplain Programs
Inova’s Alexandria and Mount Vernon Hospital Volunteer Chaplain programs are inviting lay people to join
their team to help provide spiritual and emotional support to patients and family members. We are seeking
compassionate, emotionally healthy individuals who are open to working with our diverse population of
patients, honoring their faith and providing spiritual care that is appropriate to their needs. A thorough
orientation and training is provided, along with regular ongoing education opportunities. Please contact us
with any questions and/or to request an application form. Application deadline is September 18, 2021. All
candidates accepted into the program must be fully vaccinated for Covid19. For more information, contact
William.Tweedley@inova.org.

JOIN OUR LIVESTREAM CREW – THE ST. ISIDORE GUILD
We are recruiting for camera and director trainees for the St. Isidore
Guild. Each service has a director, camera operator and up to two
observers who are learning the ropes! After an observation, you can sign
up to “take the wheel” and help make our livestream happen as a camera
operator. When you are ready, directing is next!
Interested? Sign up at the link below for an observation!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0D4CADAD2CA31-grace1
There is more info at the link and if you have questions, contact Jay
Legere (jay.legere@gracealex.org) or Eleanor Reed (eleanor.reed@gracealex.org).

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS
Would you like to dedicate the altar flowers to the memory of
a loved one or in celebration of a life event? If so, please
support this ministry by signing up in the Breeze system using
the Flower Dedication form and we’ll be sure to add your
dedication in with the weekly prayers and news. The cost of
providing altar flowers is $40 (and $50 on Christmas and
Easter).
Fill out a Flower Dedication Form!
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LEARN @ GRACE
SACRED GROUND REGISTRATIONS BEGIN!
Dedicated parishioners spent part of their summer training to facilitate Grace's four
Sacred Ground circles that will start this fall. Registration is schedule-based, with
some circles meeting in the evening, others during the daytime; Contact
liz.rugaber@gracealex.org for more for details and/or to sign up. All participants
and facilitators will be commissioned by the clergy during the Sunday, October 3rd
service, to mark the beginning of this journey.
Sacred Ground was developed by the Episcopal Church as part of Becoming Beloved Community. It is a 10session film and readings-based dialogue series on race, grounded in faith, discussed in small groups and
focusing on Indigenous, Black, Latino, and Asian/Pacific American histories as they intersect with European
American histories, walking through chapters of America’s history of race and racism, while weaving in
threads of family story, economic class, and political and regional identity.

CANDLER FOUNDRY OFFERINGS
If you participated in our Lenten program last year, you will remember how much fun we had diving into
the strange and sacred scriptures of the Old Testament with Ryan Bonfiglio, PhD., of the Candler School of
Theology at Emory University. Most of us felt that our 5 weeks with Ryan was too short. Well, now you can
spend ELEVEN weeks in these strange and sacred scriptures. The Candler Foundry (lifelong learning from
Candler) is offering a Zoom class with Ryan beginning next month.
This Strange and Sacred Scripture
For many Christians, the Old Testament can seem strange and even disturbing. How do we make sense of
texts that portray God as wrathful? Why does the OT contain so much violence? What do we do with all the
strange laws and rituals? How can we respond to its portrayal of women, foreigners, and strangers? What do
we make of topics like purity, holiness, justice, and lament in light of the challenges and realities of ministry
today? How can we make sense of all the contradictions and what does it mean to read the OT as Christian
Scripture?
Course will be offered online through Zoom on
Wednesdays, September 8, 15, 22, 29; October 6, 13, 20, 27; November 3, 10, 17
6:15-6:50 pm ET
Read more and register at https://form.jotform.com/212297982725164 !

DON'T MISS THIS EXCITING OFFERING FROM VTS LIFELONG LEARNING!
Starting Monday, September 20th, Dr. Stephen Cook will lead a course on the Visual Interpretation of
Scripture. It can be taken in-person at VTS or online via Zoom. Dr. Cook's former students promise this
course will be a lot of fun!
"Bible Meets Art: Visual Interpretation of Scripture" on Eventbrite!
Dates: Mon nights Sep 20 ‐ Oct 25 • 7:00 PM EDT
Register Here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bible-meets-art-visual-interpretation-of-scripturetickets-163241809647?aff=eand
Get more info with this short video: https://vimeo.com/589072371

17

DON’T FORGET!
SCAM ALERT
Area churches are frequent targets for attempted fraud, and Grace Church is no exception. Please
remember that no one from Grace Church will ever email you directly asking for cash or gift cards. Please
also be aware that individuals have also been able to imitate our church name and phone number on caller
ID. If you are ever concerned about the validity of an email or a phone call, please contact the Parish Office.

IN NEED OF PASTORAL CARE?
Clergy and staff are available for pastoral care. We are always here if you need us.
Please call the church office at (703) 549-1980 if you are ill or if you need pastoral care,
or send an email to: Mtr. Anne Turner: rector@gracealex.org
For emergencies after hours, please call the After-hours emergency number: (571) 308-3219
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PRAYER LIST
WE COME TOGETHER IN OUR LIFE OF PRAYER
We continue praying for all those in need of healing of mind, body, or spirit. We also pray for wisdom and
strength for our communities, our elected officials, and our leaders as they make difficult and important
decisions. As we join in common prayer this weekend, let us remember those who are in any need or
trouble. We pray for:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Parishioners: Frank, Anne, Conway, Bette, Virginia, Kathryn, Barbara, Nancy, Susan, Bob, Joseph, Bob,
Michael, Lisa, Wendy, Anne, Lina, Yaneth, Juan, Elizabeth, Maria, Mario, Ismael, Cristina, Tina.
Parishioners and others in assisted living: Rose, Margaret, Alice, Nancy, Polly, Dorothy, Sally, Clare.
Family & friends: Michael, Patt & Stu, Anna, Julie, Chris & Eileen, Peter, Ed, Ted, Rachel, Robert,
John & Joanne, Wendy, Peter, Ellie, Ida, Sara, Johnny, Jordan, Sherry, George & Joy, Joanna, David,
Ashley, O.K., Sandra, Michael, Joseph, Beth.
In the news: all those affected by Hurricane Ida; people at risk in Afghanistan & refugees from
Afghanistan; the people of Haiti affected by the earthquake and hurricane.
Those who have died: the victims of Hurricane Ida; all those who have died from coronavirus and other
illnesses; and all those killed in acts of terror, violence, and war around the world.
Those serving in the Armed Forces: in the Middle East; all others at risk; and for healing for US troops
wounded as casualties of war and their caregivers.
Others who are overseas serving the Church or our nation, or studying: Virginia Robinson; Melissa &
Edi Jurkovic with Elena, Ana, Mia & Olivia; Christopher & Marjorie Corlett; Karen Coulson;
Christopher & Melissa Reed; Ben Kong; Julie Mills Cizek.
Diocese of Virginia Prayer Cycle: St. John’s, West Point; St. Mary’s, Arlington; St. Mary's, Fleeton,
Reedville; St. Paul’s, West Point; St. Peter’s, Purcellville; St. Stephen’s, Heathsville.
Anglican Prayer Cycle:
The Anglican Church of Tanzania; The Convocation of Episcopal Churches
in Europe; The Diocese in Europe – The Church of England; The Diocese of Evo – The Church of
Nigeria; The Diocese of Exeter – The Church of England; The Diocese of Ezo – The Episcopal Church of
South Sudan; The Diocese of Faisalabad – The (united) Church of Pakistan.

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and
by Tracy Enger in memory of
our beloved sister and aunt DeAnna Wilson.
Fill out a Prayer Request Form!
(Or, you can also write to prayers@gracealex.org)
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THOSE SERVING
Celebrant and Preacher
Lector
Guest Organist
Choir
Altar Guild Crew Leader
Livestream Crew
Ushers

The Rev. David M. Crosby
Jonathan Doelp
Artie Roach
The Summer Choir
Kristine Hesse
Teresa Preston & Geoffrey Whitlock
Brad Bergmann & June Huber

All printed hymns used by permission from Church Publishing Incorporated.
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