Grace Episcopal Church
Alexandria, Virginia

Founders’ Day - The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Festival Eucharist, Rite I
September 26, 2021 – 10:30 AM

WELCOME TO GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
We are pleased to welcome you to Grace Church. If you are joining us for the first time, please send us a message
at welcome@gracealex.org, so we can get to know you. We can also add you to our mailing list by request.
Masks are required at all times in our building. Please see our website at www.gracealex.org for our full Covid
Mitigation Guidelines.
We are glad to have you join with us in worshipping God in the beauty of holiness, something which is central to
our identity at Grace. We hope you will join with us in sharing the love of God with this world that needs
healing.

Our Mission Statement
We are a center for worship and fellowship; a school for discipleship and stewardship;
and a community for healing and outreach.
Nursery Hours on Sunday Morning
Our clean and caring Nursery is open 8:45 A.M – Noon for families attending Sunday Morning Services.

Contacting Grace
Please feel free to contact our staff. Our office hours are Monday to Friday, 9 am – 3 pm.
(Clergy are out of the office on Mondays.)

Giving to Grace
Electronic Giving is available at Grace Church through the Tithe.ly system: https://tithe.ly/give?c=158826

Assistive Listening Devices Available for Worship in the Nave
Please see an usher if you would like to use one during worship today.

Staff
Santana Alvarado
Communications Specialist (part-time)
communications.specialist@gracealex.org

The Rev. Nina Bacas
Interim Associate Rector
nina.bacas@gracealex.org

Betsy Bamford
Shannon Kelly
Nursery Workers (part-time)

Thomas Conroy
Interim Music Director
tconroy@vts.edu

Patti Culbreth
Head of Grace Episcopal School
pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org

Mary Cyrus
Interim Financial Administrator
financial.admin@gracealex.org

Paul Evans
Seminarian
pevans@vts.edu

Kevin Hamilton
Director of Operations
kevin.hamilton@gracealex.org

Pedro Hernández
Sexton (part-time)

Amorita Quintillana
Sexton (part-time)

Ben Strohl
Facilities Manager (part-time)

The Rev. Anne Michele Turner
Rector
rector@gracealex.org

After Hours Emergency Pastoral Care- (571) 308-3219

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God &
by Kevin Hamilton in Thanksgiving for the people of Grace on this your Founders’ Day!
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FOUNDERS’ DAY –
THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
FESTIVAL EUCHARIST, RITE I
Please keep your mask on for the duration of the liturgy, with the exception of receiving communion.

VOLUNTARY: Trio Sonata III, ii Adagio, e dolce

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750)

All stand.

INTROIT
Ephesians 2 :19-22
Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God;
And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;
In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:
In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit
3

HYMN 518

4

Christ is made the sure foundation

Westminster Abby

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION

BCP, P. 323
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW
BCP, P. 324
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second
is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the
Law and the Prophets.
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Gloria in excelsis
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Old Scottish Chant, Hymnal S-204
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

O Almighty God, to whose glory we celebrate the dedication of this house of prayer: We
give thee thanks for the fellowship of those who have worshipped in this place; and we pray
that all who seek thee here may find thee, and be filled with thy joy and peace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth an reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit ,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
The people are seated.

THE FIRST LESSON
Lector

Genesis 28:10-17
A Reading from the Book of Genesis.

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for the
night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and
lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it
reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord
stood beside him and said, ‘I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac;
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like
the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and
to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know
that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I
will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.’ Then Jacob woke from his sleep
and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!’ And he was afraid, and said,
‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven.’
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All sing the psalm.
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PSALM 84:1-6

Quam dilecta!

1

How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

2

The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts,
my King and my God.

3

Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.

4

Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.

5

Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.

6

They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.

THE SECOND LESSON

1 Peter 2:1-5,9-10

Lector
A Reading from the Book of First Peter.
Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander. Like
newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s
sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The people stand.
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GOSPEL PROCESSION

THE HOLY GOSPEL
Deacon
People

Jesu, dulcis memoria, plainsong, mode 2
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Matthew 21:12-16
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying in the temple, and
he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold doves. He said to
them, ‘It is written, “My house shall be called a house of prayer”; but you are making it a den of
robbers.’
The blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he cured them. But when the chief priests
and the scribes saw the amazing things that he did, and heard the children crying out in the
temple, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David’, they became angry and said to him, ‘Do you hear what
these are saying?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Yes; have you never read, “Out of the mouths of infants and
nursing babies you have prepared praise for yourself”?’
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.
The people are seated.

THE SERMON

The Rev. Anne Michele Turner
Silence is kept, then the people stand.

THE NICENE CREED

BCP, p. 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Form V; BCP, p. 389
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy”
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault
at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For Michael Curry, our Presiding Bishop, for Susan Ellyn Goff, Jennifer Brooke-Davidson and
Porter Taylor, our Bishops, for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people of God,
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all
may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the
earth, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and
peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those in positions of public trust that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and
freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are
in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this congregation for those who are present, and for those who are absent, that we may be
delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do, we pray to you, O
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and neighbors;
that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who have died in the communion of your Church, especially Debbie File, long-time family
friend of Cynthia Puskar, and those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints,
they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints, let us commend
ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God.
To you, O Lord our God.
Silence is kept.

Celebrant
People

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and
the power and the glory, now and for ever.
Amen
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Deacon
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against thee, in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways,
to the glory of thy Name. Amen.
Celebrant

BCP, p. 330

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith
turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The people stand.

THE PEACE
Celebrant
People

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory
OFFERTORY HYMN 51

We invite you to give to the work of the church,
electronically via Tithe.ly by scanning this QR code.

We the Lord’s people

The people stand and sing.
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Decatur Place

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS:
HYMN 650

O Jesus, joy of loving hearts

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II

BCP, P. 340

The Celebrant continues.
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto
thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God; Through Jesus Christ our great High Priest; in
whom we are built up as living stones of a holy temple, that we might offer before thee a sacrifice of praise
and prayer which is holy and pleasing in thy sight. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the
company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee and saying,
13

Sanctus and Benedictus

Richard Prolux, Hymnal S-125

The people kneel or remain standing. Then the Celebrant continues

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst
make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus
Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption.
He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his
holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and
sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to
thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for
you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in
remembrance of me.”
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these
thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to
make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty
resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great
glory.
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And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and
Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the
Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and
bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily
receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy
grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made
one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ
our Lord;
By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say:
THE LORD’S PRAYER

BCP, P. 336

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Fraction Anthem

Hurd, Hymnal S-154
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THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Behold what you are.
May we become what we receive.
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
At communion, gluten-free wafers are available by request.

COMMUNION ANTHEM

I Give to You A New Commandment

Peter Nardone

I give to you a new commandment, that you love one another, as I have loved you.
Ubi caritas est vera, Deus ibi est. Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor. Exsultemus et in ipso jucundemur.
Timeamus et amemus Deum vivum. Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero.
[Where charity is true, God is there. The love of Christ has gathered us into one. Let us rejoice and be glad in him.
Let us fear and love the living God. And from a sincere heart let us love one another.]
Amen.
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COMMUNION HYMN 220

We are climbing Jacob’s Ladder

LEVAS
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COMMUNION HYMN 339
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Deck my soul

Schmüke Dich

THE SENDING FORTH OF LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Celebrant
In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s Body and
Blood.
People
We who are many are one body, because we share in one bread, one cup.
THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in
these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness
towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son,
the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us
with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works
as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with
thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
THE BLESSING
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you
always. Amen.
All stand and sing the hymn.
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CLOSING HYMN
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Gracious God, you call your people

Rustington

THE DISMISSAL
Priest
People
VOLUNTARY

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Sonata in C Major

Domencio Scarlatti (1685 – 1757)
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Grace Episcopal Church
Alexandria, Virginia
ANNOUNCEMENTS AS OF SEPTEMBER 26, 2021
Please Note: Submission deadline for weekly announcements is Tuesday at 4 P.M. (announcements are published on
Friday afternoon). If submitted after this deadline, the announcement will be published the following week. Please
email announcements to announcements@gracealex.org. Limit to 50 words (or provide a 50-word summary).

WORSHIP @ GRACE
HOME COMMUNION AVAILABLE
Home Communion is available for parishioners who desire this
service for delivery by Grace Church Eucharistic Visitors every
Sunday. Home Communion will be in one form, Bread only. To
request Home Communion, Grace Church parishioners are asked
to contact the Grace Church Parish Office by telephone at 703-5491980 by no later than 12:00 PM on the Wednesday prior to the
Sunday on which they would like to receive Home Communion.

EVENING PRAYER, WEDNESDAYS AT 5:30 PM VIA ZOOM
Please join us for a few moments of prayer, canticles, and readings, using the Book
of Common Prayer. Enjoy the chance to see and speak to one another without
masks! The link is the same as for the Grace Church Coffee Hour and will be sent
each Wednesday. Call Lucy-Lee Reed at 703-842-3121 if you would like a turn as
Officiant.

MIDWEEK EUCHARIST
Midweek Eucharist services resume Thursday, September 30th at the Lady Altar. Holy Eucharist with
prayers for healing will be celebrated on Thursday at noon each week.

WILDERNESS CHURCH ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 9:00 A.M. AT ROOSEVELT ISLAND
Meet the Spirit among the trees and under the open sky. Gather at
9:00 a.m. at the Roosevelt Island parking lot for an accessible hike that
includes time to wonder, talk, sing, and share bread. Children and
leashed dogs are welcome. Wilderness Church is a ministry of several
Episcopal churches (including Grace), but you don't have to be
churchy to come. Just bring walking shoes and an open heart.
Contact rector@gracealex.org for more information.

BLESSINGS OF THE ANIMALS
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 4:00 P.M.
AT THE ST. FRANCIS GARDEN
Bring your animal companions
(leashed or crated) to receive a
blessing in honor of Saint Francis.
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WELCOME TO OUR INTERIM MUSIC DIRECTOR
Dr. Thomas Conroy has joined us until the end of October as our part-time Interim
Music Director. Most recently, Tom served Mary Queen of Peace Parish in
Pittsburgh, PA as organist, choir director, and bell choir director, and he has served
at several Episcopal churches around the country. He holds a doctorate of musical
arts in composition from Rice University. In addition to his work in classical and
church music, Tom has acted and conducted on five national tours and in regional
theaters all around the country. He looks forward to discovering and enriching the worship life of Grace.

MUSIC DIRECTOR SEARCH
The Music Director Search Committee has begun the process for finding a new music Director of Music
for Grace Church. Members of the committee will be pleased to have suggestions, comments, hopes, and
concerns from members of the parish. Committee members are: Stephanie Reed, chair; Alison Campbell;
Cindy MacIntyre; Erica McFarquhar; and Robby Schrum. Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with the
entire committee at music.director.search@gracealex.org or any member of the committee individually.
The full job description can be found on the Grace Church website at www.gracealex.org/music-directorjob-description.

CONNECT @ GRACE
A MORNING ON THE FARM FOR ALL AGES; SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16TH 9 AM – NOON!
Let's enjoy a morning in the country while we pick vegetables at JK Community Farm! This farm in
Purcellville is 150 acres devoted to growing organic food for people who are experiencing food insecurity.
The farm achieves their mission through volunteers like us! No experience needed, just willing hearts and
hands. Let's help others and then share some picnic time together. There is no cost for this event,
donations are welcome. Bring a lunch, drinks and a picnic blanket!
If you can come, register with Grace here: https://gracealex.breezechms.com/form/1be832
And with JK Community Farm here (volunteer waiver):
https://jkcommunityfarm.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/jkcommunityfarm/event.jsp?event=288&
Questions? Contact Mother Nina at nina.bacas@gmail.com.
JK Community Farm is located at 35516 Paxson Road, Purcellville VA

GIVE @ GRACE
FLOWER REPORT
Our flower fund is decreasing alarmingly. High Altar flowers cost $120-$130 a week and we rarely have 3
$40 donors to cover the cost. As in the past, we have to count on the generosity of Easter and Christmas
flower donors to carry us through the year, but we had no excess at Christmas and Easter this year and
last. At this rate, we won’t have enough to buy the beautiful Christmas display we usually have. This is a
plea for flower donations. Please call or e-mail Lisa Doelp if you have questions. 703-239-1302 or
lisa@doelp.com

FIRST ALERT FOR OCTOBER BROWN BAG PROGRAM
Needed for our shared three-day week, Wednesday October 6th through Friday the 8th, are parishioners
willing to pack lunches, deliver, and serve OUTSIDE at Meade Memorial Church in Old Town,
preferably two per day. If you have never participated before, please email Linda.Waskowicz@gracealex.org
for written directions. This effort requires donating time between about 10 am and 1 pm to the working
poor and homeless of Alexandria.
Also needed are just two people to each make 20 turkey and cheese sandwiches to be placed in the church
kitchen freezer by Tuesday, the 5th. Directions may be requested at above email.
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FOOD PANTRY UPDATES

• Cleaning Supplies & Toiletries (Laundry
Pods, Liquid Dish Soap & Sponges, All-Purpose
Cleaner and 16 oz. size Bleach)
• Baby Diapers (Most needed sizes: 2-6. All sizes will
help)

•

Recycle your Grocery Bags for Food Pantry
Distributions!
Brown paper grocery bags with or without handles.
Clean: No rips or tears please! Bring to Grace
Church parking lot entrance.

There's a need for Food Pantry Volunteers! There
are a lot of opportunities for all ages (18 and up)
and abilities! Visit LotsaHelpingHands.com to
join: https://my.lotsahelpinghands.com/request/select-email/grace-episcopal-church
Thank You for contributing to the Grace Church Food Pantry! GCFP continues to serve over 300
families per week.
We appreciate any support you can provide. If you would like to make a donation online, please select
the ‘Food Fund’ option. If you prefer to mail or drop off your check or cash donation, reference the Food
Fund or Food Pantry on your envelope and/or check memo line. Your help and generosity is appreciated.
Thank you!
Questions? Please contact Judy Willard: Judy.Willard@gracealex.org or Jen Pease:
Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org.

VOLUNTEER WITH CASA CHIRILAGUA
Casa Chirilagua, an outreach partner of Grace Church, is seeking volunteers to work with young people
in the Chirilagua neighborhood adjacent to Grace Church. Volunteers are needed for their after-school
program, as well as for middle and high school bible studies. Mother Nina has volunteered at Casa
Chirilagua for two years and would love to discuss her experiences with you! For more information, see
the Casa Chirilagua website [https://casachirilagua.org/en/volunteer/].

AFGHAN REFUGEE SUPPORT – HOW CAN WE HELP?
The daily headlines are telling the story of the fall of Kabul and the rush of Afghans to flee – anywhere.
Many thousands of refugees are coming to America, and a significant number are coming to Northern
Virginia. Are you wondering how we can help? Check out the link on our home page at
www.gracealex.org for ways that we can make a difference!

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS
Would you like to dedicate the altar flowers to the memory of a loved
one or in celebration of a life event? If so, please support this ministry
by signing up in the Breeze system using the Flower Dedication form
and we’ll be sure to add your dedication in with the weekly prayers
and news. The cost of providing altar flowers is $40 (and $50 on
Christmas and Easter). Fill out a Flower Dedication Form!
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JOIN OUR LIVESTREAM CREW – THE ST. ISIDORE GUILD
We are recruiting for camera and director trainees for the St. Isidore
Guild. Each service has a director, camera operator and up to two
observers who are learning the ropes! After an observation, you can
sign up to “take the wheel” and help make our livestream happen as a
camera operator. When you are ready, directing is next!
Interested? Sign up at the link below for an observation!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0D4CADAD2CA31-grace1
There is more info at the link and if you have questions, contact Jay Legere (jay.legere@gracealex.org) or
Eleanor Reed (eleanor.reed@gracealex.org).

LEARN @ GRACE
REGISTER FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School starts today! Under the new schedule, all Sunday School classes will be 9:30 am --10:15 am.
The choral eucharist follows at 10:30 am. Class sizes, grades, and (for now, outside) activities will be
determined by enrollment and our health and safety plans.
Register now using our secure form: https://gracealex.breezechms.com/form/a26dff2069

ADULT FORUM IS OPENING THIS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, FROM 9:30-10:15.
Participants are welcome in person in the St. Mark room on the second floor, or virtually via Zoom
(meeting ID 876 9019 5543).
The Zoom link id provided in the weekly Friday email and is also listed below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87690195543?pwd=YmM4b2hSTVVHUnBWNGR3VXNIS1c1dz09
The passcode to join is 853040.
Our schedule for the next five Sundays is as follows:
• September 26: Virtual Tour of Grace Church, given by Anne Caputo
•
•
•

October 3: Twenty Years in Afghanistan: Key Dates, given by John Berry
October 10: HOLIDAY WEEKEND, so no adult forum
October 17: Afghan Refugees, given by Dan Patterini, a foreign service officer who is
currently processing refugees at Dulles

•

October 24: What Priests Wear & Why, given by the Rev. David Crosby, who served as altar
guild president at Grace Church before becoming a priest

ADULT FORUM PARISH SURVEY
Adult forum for the 2021-2022 season starts today, September 26, from 9:30-10:15 am. We'll have a
choice of attending in person (masked, for now) or via Zoom link, sent in the Sunday email. We have the
first few topics lined up, but we'd love your input in what additional topics you'd enjoy, and what formats
you prefer, as we plan the rest of the year. Please take a minute to fill out the short confidential survey in
this link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdm04ZMXLTCuX3Psqoq0j8WkfPn9hdyB_0Kd40YD951US0lQ/viewform?usp=pp_url.
If your household includes more than one adult, we ask each adult to fill it out once rather than
combining your answers as a household. The survey will close tomorrow, September 27, 2021. Thank you
for your input!
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SACRED GROUND REGISTRATIONS BEGIN!
Dedicated parishioners spent part of their summer training to facilitate Grace's
four Sacred Ground circles that will start this fall. Registration is schedule-based,
with some circles meeting in the evening, others during the daytime; Contact
liz.rugaber@gracealex.org for more for details and/or to sign up. All participants
and facilitators will be commissioned by the clergy during the Sunday, October
3rd service, to mark the beginning of this journey.
Sacred Ground was developed by the Episcopal Church as part of Becoming Beloved Community. It is a
10-session film and readings-based dialogue series on race, grounded in faith, discussed in small groups
and focusing on Indigenous, Black, Latino, and Asian/Pacific American histories as they intersect with
European American histories, walking through chapters of America’s history of race and racism, while
weaving in threads of family story, economic class, and political and regional identity.

DON’T FORGET!
SCAM ALERT
Area churches are frequent targets for attempted fraud, and Grace Church is no exception. Please
remember that no one from Grace Church will ever email you directly asking for cash or gift cards.
Please also be aware that individuals have also been able to imitate our church name and phone number
on caller ID. If you are ever concerned about the validity of an email or a phone call, please contact the
Parish Office.

IN NEED OF PASTORAL CARE?
Clergy and staff are available for pastoral care. We are always here if you need us. Please call the church
office at (703) 549-1980 or send an email to Mtr. Anne Turner, rector@gracealex.org, if you’re ill or need
pastoral care. For emergencies after hours, please call the After-hours Emergency Number: (571) 3083219

EPISCOPAL CHURCH NEWS: DIOCESE, NATIONAL, AND WORLDWIDE

UPDATE FROM THE BISHOP SEARCH COMMITTEE
The search process for the next Bishop of Virginia is lifting off in earnest this Fall, and we want to hear
from you. Be on the lookout in the coming weeks for an important online survey. We want as many
people as possible in the diocese to participate in this survey.
In early October the committee will also conduct virtual listening sessions to give parishioners an
opportunity to share your hopes for our new bishop. The schedule for the listening sessions will be as
follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tuesday, October 12 at 7:30 PM
Thursday, October 14 at 7:30 PM
Saturday, October 16 at 10:30 AM
Monday, October 18 at 7:30 PM
Wednesday, October 20 at 7:30 PM
Friday, October 22 at 7:30 PM

For now please mark your calendar. A sign-up for each virtual listening session will be coming soon! And
please continue to pray for us!
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PRAYER LIST
WE COME TOGETHER IN OUR LIFE OF PRAYER
We continue praying for all those in need of healing of mind, body, or spirit. We also pray for wisdom
and strength for our communities, our elected officials, and our leaders as they make difficult and
important decisions. As we join in common prayer this weekend, let us remember those who are in any
need or trouble. We pray for:
•

Parishioners: Frank, Anne, Conway, Bette, Virginia, Kathryn, Barbara, Nancy, Susan, Bob,
Joseph, Bob, Michael, Lisa, Wendy, Anne, Lina, Yaneth, Juan, Elizabeth, Maria, Mario, Ismael,
Cristina, Tina, Suzi, Paul.

•

Parishioners and others in assisted living: Rose, Margaret, Alice, Nancy, Polly, Dorothy, Sally,
Clare.

•

Family & friends: Michael, Patt & Stu, Anna, Julie, Chris & Eileen, Peter, Ed, Ted, Rachel,
Robert, John & Joanne, Wendy, Peter, Ellie, Ida, Sara, Johnny, Jordan, Sherry, George & Joy,
Joanna, David, Ashley, O.K., Sandra, Michael, Joseph, Beth, Sandy, Ian.

•

In the news: all those affected by tropical storm Nicholas.

•

Those who have died: Debbie File, long-time family friend of Cynthia Puskar; all those who
have died from coronavirus and other illnesses; and all those killed in acts of terror, violence,
and war around the world.

•

Those who are traveling: Cathy Puskar & Bill Stokes.

•

Those serving in the Armed Forces: in the Middle East; all others at risk; and for healing for
US troops wounded as casualties of war and their caregivers.

•

Others who are overseas serving the Church or our nation, or studying: Virginia Robinson;
Melissa & Edi Jurkovic with Elena, Ana, Mia & Olivia; Christopher & Marjorie Corlett;
Karen Coulson; Christopher & Melissa Reed; Ben Kong; Julie Mills Cizek.

•

Diocese of Virginia Prayer Cycle: Aquia, Stafford; Cople Parish, Hague; St. Matthew’s,
Sterling.

•

Anglican Prayer Cycle: The Episcopal Church; The Diocese of Southwest Florida; The
Diocese of Fond du Lac; The Diocese of Fredericton – The Anglican Church of Canada; The
Diocese of Free State – The Anglican Church of Southern Africa; The Diocese of Freetown –
The Church of the Province of West Africa; The Diocese of Gahini – Eglise Anglicane du
Rwanda.

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God &
by Kevin Hamilton in Thanksgiving for the people of Grace on this your Founders’ Day!
Fill out a Prayer Request Form!
(Or, you can also write to prayers@gracealex.org)
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THOSE SERVING
Celebrant & Preacher
Deacon
Sub Deacon
Lector
Intercessor
Interim Music Director
Altar Guild Crew Leader
Livestream Crew
Ushers
Thurifer
Boat
Banner
Crucifer
Server

The Rev. Anne Michele Turner
The Rev. Nina Bacas
Jay Legere
Jonathan Doelp
Jane Rosman
Dr. Thomas Conroy
Chad Eckles
Brendan Means-Koss
Cindy MacIntyre, Scott Knudsen, Mary Stewart, Laura Weidenfeld
Lauren Gustafson
Tad Wolcott
Madeline Wolcott
Seamus White
Molly Sim

All printed hymns used by permission from Church Publishing Incorporated.

Grace Episcopal Church
3601 Russell Rd., Alexandria, VA 22305
Tel. 703-549-1980 | www.GraceAlex.org
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