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The First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021 – 10:30 AM
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
Today is the first Sunday in Advent. Advent (which means “coming”) is the season of four weeks before Christmas.
During this time, the church prepares for the coming of Christ—not only the birth of the baby Jesus at Bethlehem, but
the second coming. Advent is not a penitential season but rather a time of quiet, solemnity, and waiting. Our liturgy
reflects this expectation. Purple vestments symbolize royalty and our hope for the heir of David. The tone of our liturgy
is reflective—for example, instead of singing the Gloria in Excelsis we use the Trisagion, acknowledging God’s power
and asking for mercy.
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The statue of Mary, which graces the Lady Altar, comes from old Grace Church on Patrick Street
where it was originally painted in a royal blue robe. It shows Mary presenting Jesus to the world to
see. Stripped of her original color she stands above her altar which is dressed in blue, the color of
purity.

WELCOME TO GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
We are pleased to welcome you to Grace Church. If you are joining us for the first time, please send us a message
at welcome@gracealex.org, so we can get to know you. We can also add you to our mailing list by request.
Masks are required at all times in our building. Please see our website at www.gracealex.org for our full Covid
Mitigation Guidelines.
We’re glad to have you join with us in worshipping God in the beauty of holiness, something which is central to
our identity at Grace. We hope you will join with us in sharing the love of God with this world that needs
healing.

Our Mission Statement
We are a center for worship and fellowship; a school for discipleship and stewardship;
and a community for healing and outreach.
Nursery Hours on Sunday Morning
Our clean and caring Nursery is open 8:45 A.M – Noon for families while attending Sunday Morning Services.

Contacting Grace
Please feel free to contact our staff. Our office hours are Monday to Friday, 9 am – 3 pm.
(Clergy are out of the office on Mondays.)

Giving to Grace
Electronic Giving is available at Grace Church through the Tithe.ly system: https://tithe.ly/give?c=158826

Assistive Listening Devices Available for Worship in the Nave
Please see an usher if you would like to use one during worship today.

Staff
Santana Alvarado
Communications Specialist (part-time)
communications.specialist@gracealex.org

The Rev. Nina Bacas
Interim Associate Rector
nina.bacas@gracealex.org

Betsy Bamford, Savannah Hall,
And Isabel Moirenda
Nursery Workers (part-time)

Thomas Conroy
Interim Music Director
tconroy@vts.edu

Patti Culbreth
Head of Grace Episcopal School
pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org

Mary Cyrus
Interim Financial Administrator
financial.admin@gracealex.org

Paul Evans
Seminarian
pevans@vts.edu

Kevin Hamilton
Director of Operations
kevin.hamilton@gracealex.org

Pedro Hernández
Sexton

Amorita Quintillana
Sexton (part-time)

Ben Strohl
Facilities Manager (part-time)

The Rev. Anne Michele Turner
Rector
rector@gracealex.org

IN NEED OF PASTORAL CARE?
Clergy and staff are available for pastoral care. We are always here if you need us. Please call the church
office at (703) 549-1980 or send an email to Mtr. Anne Turner, rector@gracealex.org, if you’re ill or need
pastoral care. For emergencies after hours, please call the After-hours Emergency Number: (571) 3083219.

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE I
Children ages 3 (toilet-trained) to 7 are invited to begin worship at Children’s Chapel downstairs from the nave.
Please keep your mask on for the duration of the liturgy, with the exception of receiving communion.

VOLUNTARY: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland

Helmut Walcha (1907 - 1991)

All stand and sing the hymn.

HYMN 56

O come, O come, Emmanuel

(Verses 1 – 4 Only)
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great
commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.
Trisagion

Hymnal S-102

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And with thy spirit.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came
to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious
majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through
him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
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The people are seated.

THE FIRST LESSON
Lector

Jeremiah 33:14-16

A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah.

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called:
"The Lord is our righteousness."
Lector
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
All sing the psalm.

PSALM 25:1-9 Ad te, Domine, levavi

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you;
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame;
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
3 Show me your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from ever-lasting.
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my trans-gressions;
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord;
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
8 He guides the humble in doing right
and teaches his way to the lowly.
†9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
[† = 2nd half of chant]
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THE SECOND LESSON
Lector
A Reading from the Book of 1 Thessalonians.

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in
love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The people stand and sing the hymn.

HYMN 60
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Creator of the stars of night

THE HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 21:25-36

Priest
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People
Glory be to thee, O Lord.
Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then
they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near.”
Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves
you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation
will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will not pass away.
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the
worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who
live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.
The people are seated.

THE SERMON

The Rev. Anne Michele Turner
Silence is kept, then the people stand.

THE NICENE CREED

BCP, p. 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
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On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Form VI; BCP, p. 392
The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael Curry, our Presiding Bishop, for Susan Ellyn Goff, Jennifer Brooke-Davidson and
Porter Taylor, our Bishops; and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence
Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
The people kneel.
Silence may be kept.
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Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and
serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Silence is kept.

THE ABSOLUTION
Celebrant

BCP, p. 330
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith
turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The people stand.

THE PEACE
Celebrant
People

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

We invite you to give to the work of the church
electronically via Tithe.ly by scanning this QR code.

Jesus Christ The Apple Tree; arr. Alan Bullard (Somerset folk song collected by Cecil Sharp)
The tree of life my soul hath seen, Laden with fruit, and always green:
The trees of nature fruitless be, Compared with Christ the apple tree.
His beauty doth all things excel: By faith I know, but ne'er can tell
The glory which I now can see, In Jesus Christ the apple tree.
For happiness I long have sought, And pleasure dearly I have bought:
I missed of all; but now I see, 'Tis found in Christ the apple tree.
I'm weary with my former toil, Here I will sit and rest awhile:
Under the shadow I will be, Of Jesus Christ the apple tree.
This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, It keeps my dying faith alive;
Which makes my soul in haste to be, With Jesus Christ the apple tree.
The people stand.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
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HYMN 59

Hark a thrilling voice is sounding

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER I
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BCP, p. 340

The Celebrant continues.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, Because thou didst send thy beloved Son to
redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he
shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or
fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus and Benedictus

Hymnal S-130

(Hymn spans pages 11 & 12)
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues.

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy,
didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption;
who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in
his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death
and sacrifice, until his coming again.
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For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he
brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me."
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
saying, "Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for
you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in
remembrance of me."
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy
divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy
Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious
death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty
thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and
creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus
Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his
most blessed Body and Blood.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy
Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain
remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. And here we offer and present
unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living
sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers of
this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son
Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with
him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him.
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice,
yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits,
but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto
thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say:
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BCP, p. 364

13

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Fraction Anthem

Celebrant
People

Hymnal S-164

Behold what you are.
May we become what we receive.

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Celebrant
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
At communion, gluten-free wafers are available by request.
The people stand.
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COMMUNION HYMN 497

How bright appears the Morning Star

(Hymn spans pages 15 & 16)
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COMMUNION HYMN LEVAS 13
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My Lord, what a morning!

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in
these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness
towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son,
the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us
with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works
as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with
thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
THE BLESSING
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your
path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
All stand and sing the hymn.
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CLOSING HYMN 57

Lo! he comes, with clouds descending

THE DISMISSAL
Priest
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

VOLUNTARY: O Heiland, reiß die Himmel auf
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Helmut Walcha (1907 - 1991)

ANNOUNCEMENTS AS OF NOVEMBER 28, 2021
PLEASE NOTE: NEW ANNOUNCEMENT DEADLINE!
To allow staff to prepare bulletins and weekly emails, the announcement deadline will now be Mondays at 4
pm. Announcements arriving after that time will be held for the following week (announcements sent Tuesday
by 4 pm will be allowed this week). Please remember to limit announcements to 50 words. (Announcements
can link to more detailed info on the website.) Email requests to announcements@gracealex.org.

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and by Judy Willard
with grateful thanks to the wonderful Food Pantry volunteers for their dedication
and for helping our Alexandria neighbors in need week after week. Cheers!

WORSHIP @ GRACE
HOME COMMUNION AVAILABLE
Home Communion is available for parishioners who desire this service for delivery by Grace Church
Eucharistic Visitors every Sunday. Home Communion will be in one form, Bread only. To request Home
Communion, parishioners are asked to contact the Parish Office by telephone at 703-549-1980 no later than 12
pm on the Wednesday prior to the Sunday on which they would like to receive Home Communion.

BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH MORNING PRAYER
Mother Anne and Mother Nina start their workday Tuesday-Thursday by saying Morning Prayer together. We
invite you to join us any day at 9 am in the Malm Narthex. You don't need any preparation or expertise - we'll
walk you through this ancient pattern of the church's daily prayer.

EVENING PRAYER, WEDNESDAYS AT 5:30 PM VIA ZOOM
Please join us for a few moments of prayer, canticles, and readings, using the Book of Common Prayer. Enjoy
the chance to see and speak to one another without masks! The link will be sent each Wednesday. Call Lucy-Lee
Reed at 703-842-3121 if you’d like a turn as Officiant.

CONNECT @ GRACE
UPDATED COVID GUIDELINES FOR GRACE CHURCH
The 7:30 a.m. Eucharist will move indoors beginning today, Advent 1 (November 28). We will have coffee hour
(for both our 8:45 La Gracia service and 10:30 service) in the auditorium on Merrow Hall, where we can spread
out. Mask removal for eating and drinking only in that space will be allowed. Sunday School for our young
people will move inside. Rather than sharing classrooms with GES, we will hold Sunday School in other
spaces, using the auditorium and our meeting rooms to spread out. These spaces will be cleaned regularly.

THANK YOU, DR. THOMAS CONROY!
Grace Church would like to extend our collective thanks to Dr. Conroy for serving as Interim Music Director
the past few months. On this, his last day as Interim Music Director, we are grateful for Dr. Conroy’s
professionalism and dedication to the role. Please be sure to wish him well if you see him today!

SAMANTHA SCHEFF JOINS THE GRACE CHURCH STAFF NOVEMBER 30TH !
A native of College Park, MD, Samantha holds an undergrad degree from the University of
Maryland, College Park where she studied with Dr. Theodore Guerrant. She went on to earn
a Master’s degree from Rutgers University where she studied with Renée Anne Louprette. She
has served in positions at many notable churches including New York Avenue Presbyterian
Church and St. John's, Lafayette Square in Washington, D.C. and Trinity Episcopal Church
in Asbury Park, New Jersey. When not making music, you can most likely find Samantha
hiking and spending time outdoors or pampering her pet rabbit, Emerson. Samantha’s first
Sunday with us will be December 5th. Be sure to welcome her to Grace Church.
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GIVE @ GRACE
GRACE CHURCH PHOTO SALE 9 AM TIL NOON ON NOVEMBER 28 & DECEMBER 6!
Don’t miss the photo sale at the foyer entry (parking lot entrance) today, Sunday, November 28th, and
December 6th. The sale will take place 9 am til noon both Sundays. All proceeds go to the parish general fund.
Photos cover recent events from the last chili bowl to the Thanksgiving baskets, and many earlier photos of all
our activities.

WE NEED MORE USHERS!
Our usher corps has been reduced by more than half by the pandemic. During this time of “Re-gathering,
Renewal and Recommitment,” please consider volunteering to be an usher. It isn’t necessary for you to be a
long-time parishioner who knows everyone in the parish. In fact, it can be to your advantage if you aren’t,
because you’ll be more likely to introduce yourself to people you don’t already know.
The Christmas season is a joyous time at Grace. The many worship services that make the season so festive
create a spike in the need for ushers. Even if you aren’t sure whether you want to become an usher, please
consider trying it out at a Christmas Eve or Christmas Day service. An experienced usher will help you – it isn’t
very hard to ‘learn the ropes’.
If you are interested in becoming an usher, or just serving as an usher at one of the Christmas services, please
contact me at brad.bergmann@gracealex.org or 703-549-7213

GRACE EPISCOPAL SCHOOL - ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN
Grace Episcopal School’s 2021-22 Grace Annual Fund launched this month. The theme for this year’s
campaign is The Power of Goodness. All donations go towards the school’s operating budget. Each gift will
have a direct impact on the environment that makes the Grace experience so special for the students and helps
them to learn and grow with confidence, kindness, and integrity. Visit GraceSchoolAlex.org/give for more
information and to make your gift.

A THANKSGIVING THANK YOU!
Grace Church was able to help 157 families this year by providing thanksgiving baskets to those experiencing
need this holiday season! A huge thank you to the Kelly family, Pedro & Bernarda Hernandez, members of La
Gracia, and the youth of Grace Church for organizing this great outreach. Also, thank you to the Grace
Church community for your generosity to help those in need in our community!

THERE'S A NEED FOR FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS!
Visit LotsaHelpingHands.com for Thanksgiving holiday volunteer
schedules. This week's Food Pantry Wish List:
• Cleaning Supplies (Laundry Pods, Liquid Dish Soap & Sponges,
All-Purpose Cleaner and 16 oz. size Bleach)
• Toiletries (Toothpaste, Child & Adult Toothbrushes, Shaving
Items, Deodorant, Shampoo)
• Recycle your Grocery Bags for Pantry Distributions! Brown paper
grocery bags with or without handles. Clean: No rips or tears
please! Bring to Grace Church parking lot entrance
There's a need for Food Pantry Volunteers! Lotsa opportunities for
all ages (16 and up) and abilities! Visit LotsaHelpingHands.com to join:
https://my.lotsahelpinghands.com/request/select-email/grace-episcopal-church.
Thank You for contributing to the Grace Church Food Pantry! GCFP continues to serve over 300 families per
week. We appreciate any support you can provide. If you would like to make a donation online, please select
the ‘Food Fund’ option. If you prefer to mail or drop off your check or cash donation, reference the Food Fund
or Food Pantry on your envelope and/or check memo line. Your help and generosity is appreciated. Thank you!
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AFGHAN REFUGEE FAMILIES ARRIVING IN NORTHERN VIRGINIA- HOW CAN GRACE HELP?
Afghan refugee families who arrived in the U.S. in August are coming to our area. The family heads helped our
troops and government officials for many years. For that reason, they left in fear once the Taliban seized Kabul
in August. They are attracted to Alexandria by the presence of refugee families who arrived here 4-5 years ago
and for the most part have found a life in America. In numerous cases, there are family ties among those two
groups of families. We know from experience what the new families need – affordable rent, school placement,
health care, employment, transportation, clothing, home items, just understanding life in America. Volunteers
are stepping forward, but many are needed. Can Grace Help?
If you feel called to learn more, to consider ways – even small ways – that you and Grace can help, please let one
of the undersigned know. An invitation to a Zoom gathering will follow toward the end of November.
John Berry- 703-486-6833
Dan Pattarini - 703-347-3695
Blair Sokol - 571-242-2794
Is God calling us to help strangers in our country, the strangers who helped us in their country? Let’s find out.

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS
Would you like to dedicate altar flowers to the memory of a loved one or in
celebration of a life event? If so, please support this ministry by signing up
in the Breeze system using the Flower Dedication form and we’ll be sure to
add your dedication to our communications. The cost of providing altar
flowers is $40 (and $50 on Christmas and Easter). Fill out a Flower
Dedication Form at https://gracealex.breezechms.com/form/786b18.

CHRISTMAS TREES
The Episcopal Church of Saint Clement is once again holding its annual Christmas Tree Sale! Trees arrive fresh
this week from North Carolina. Sale times are: Fridays 5 - 8 pm, Saturdays 10 am - 6 pm, Sundays 12 - 6 pm
until sold out. Credit cards preferred. 1701 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria. The people of Saint Clement thank
you for getting your tree from us!

LEARN @ GRACE
ADULT FORUM
Adult forum is offered Sundays 9:30-10:15 in the St. Mark room (2nd floor) or virtually via Zoom link sent in
the Sunday morning email. All are welcome at any forum; no commitment required. The schedule for the rest
of 2021 is:
•
•
•
•
•

November 28: HOLIDAY WEEKEND, no adult forum
December 5: Grace Church Memorial Needlepoint Kneelers, given by Tricia Bamford, the designer, and Ruth
Corlett
December 12: Hannah – Opening Our Hearts to God, given by Chrissie Crosby, currently a teaching assistant
in Old Testament for Virginia Theological Seminary
December 19: Christmas in Stained Glass at the National Cathedral, given by Anne Clift Boris, a docent
December 26: HOLIDAY WEEKEND, no adult form

SHARE YOUR PILGRIMAGE OR “THIN PLACE”
In celebration of the season of Epiphany, when the wise followed a star to Jesus, and God's glory was made
manifest to the wider world, we will be using several adult forum sessions in January and February as a chance
for parishioners to share briefly their experiences of "thin places" where they have felt closer to God. People feel
closer to God in all kinds of places - churches and pilgrimage sites, in nature, near their homes or far from
home. No one will need prepare a whole presentation; We’re looking for many presenters who will each share
one picture and speak for about five minutes. This will give us a chance to know each other better as well as a
chance to experience a wider world than the pandemic has allowed us. Those who want to present virtually are
also welcome. Thank you to the several parishioners who have volunteered! We have room for more, though,
so if you are interested, please contact Anne Boris - anne.boris@gracealex.org.
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THIS WEEK @ GRACE
DATE
Sunday, 11/28

Monday, 11/29

Tuesday, 11/30
Wednesday, 12/1
Thursday, 12/2

Friday, 12/3

Saturday, 12/4

EVENT

LOCATION

Holy Eucharist in English – 7:30
am, 10:30 am, 5 pm
8:45 am Eucharistia en Español
9:30 am Advent Event (wreaths, cards)
Coffee Hours (after 8:45 & 10:30 Services)

Nave

Food Pantry Bagging –
4:30 – 6:30 pm
EFM @ 6:30 pm
Food Pantry Distribution- 6:30 pm

1st floor Lobby Area

Evening Prayer @ 5:30 pm
Bible Study @ 7:30 pm
Midweek Eucharist- 12 p.m.
Food Pantry Bagging –
4:30 – 6:30 pm
Food Pantry Bagging- 3 – 5 pm
Food pantry Distribution- 6:30 pm
Alcoholics Anonymous, 8:30 pm
Altar Guild Set Up- 9 am - Noon
Bible Study- 10 a.m.

Zoom
Zoom
Nave (Lady Altar)
1st floor Lobby Area

CONTACT / INFO*

Nave
Merrow Hall Auditorium
Merrow Hall Auditorium

Zoom
1st floor Lobby Area

Nave & Sacristy
Zoom

Judy.Willard@gracealex.org
Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org
Judy.Willard@gracealex.org
Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org
Lucy-Lee Reed– 703.842.3121
Stephen.Lovell@gracealex.org
Judy.Willard@gracealex.org
Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org
Judy.Willard@gracealex.org
Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org

cmcfaddencrosby@gmail.com

* Contact Parish Office if you would like more information on an event and no contact info is listed.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH NEWS: REGION, DIOCESE, NATIONAL, AND WORLDWIDE
Subscribe to the New Episcopal Church Racial Reconciliation, Healing & Justice Newsletter
The national Episcopal Church has a new monthly newsletter discussing Racial Reconciliation, Justice and
Healing. The November issue is posted on our website. Links were provided in Friday’s Good News at Grace
email and can be found at https://www.gracealex.org/news/new-newsletter-on-racial-reconciliation-healingjustice/

FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION: A HEALING JOURNEY INTO THE ADVENT SEASON
December 3rd – 5th in person at St. Luke’s on the Lake, Austin Texas or virtually. Led by Mpho Tutu, based on
the book: The Book of Forgiveness by Desmond Tutu and Mpho Tutu. This retreat is for anyone whose feelings
of pain, anger, resentment, or disappointment block their path to a better and happier life. These issues can be
addressed through a process of forgiveness that offers you a way out of a vicious circle of pain and resentment.
The retreat will be led virtually by Mpho, and will consist of a series of meditations, rituals, and physical
exercises that enable us to process the pain. For more information and to register, click on this link
http://www.stlukesonthelake.org/tutu. You may also contact Pat Beachy: pkbeachy@att.net.
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PRAYER @ GRACE
WE COME TOGETHER IN OUR LIFE OF PRAYER
We continue praying for all those in need of healing of mind, body, or spirit. We also pray for wisdom and
strength for our communities, our elected officials, and our leaders as they make difficult and important
decisions. As we join in common prayer this weekend, let us remember those who are in any need or trouble.
We pray for:
• Parishioners: Frank, Anne, Conway, Bette, Virginia, Kathryn, Barbara, Nancy, Susan, Bob, Bob,
Michael, Lisa, Anne, Lina, Juan, Elizabeth, Maria, Mario, Ismael, Cristina, Tina, Mike, Mary,
Sandra, Jane, Wendy.
• Parishioners and others in assisted living: Rose, Margaret, Nancy, Polly, Dorothy, Sally, Clare.
• Family & friends: Michael, Patt & Stu, Anna, Julie, Chris & Eileen, Peter, Ed, Ted, Rachel, Robert,
John & Joanne, Peter, Ellie, Ida, Sara, Johnny, Jordan, Sherry, George & Joy, Joanna, David,
Sandra, Michael, Beth, Dave, Molly, Madison, Joseph, Sarah
• In the news: the remaining 15 missionaries who have been held captive in Haiti for more than a month.
• Those who have died: all those who have died from coronavirus and other illnesses; and all those killed
in acts of terror, violence, and war around the world.
• Those serving in the Armed Forces: LCDR Claire S. Eudy, USN; all those in the Middle East; all others
at risk; and for healing for US troops wounded as casualties of war and their caregivers.
• Others who are overseas serving the Church or our nation or studying: Virginia Robinson; Melissa &
Edi Jurkovic with Elena, Ana, Mia & Olivia; Christopher & Marjorie Corlett; Christopher &
Melissa Reed; Ben Kong; Julie Mills Cizek.
• Diocese of Virginia Prayer Cycle: St. Bartholomew’s, Richmond; St. Peter’s, Richmond.
• Anglican Prayer Cycle: Igreja Episcopal -- Anglicana do Brasil; the Dioceses of Idoani, Ife, Ife East, Ifo,
Igbomina and Igbomina West – The Church of Nigeria.
You can fill out a Prayer Request Form on our Website or email your request to prayers@gracealex.org!

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS @ GRACE
CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS!
It’s time for Christmas Flower and Greens donations. The Altar Guild invites you to help make Grace Church
beautiful with seasonal decoration. If you wish to contribute electronically to the Christmas decoration fund,
please access the form via the link below and be sure to select “Flowers for Easter or Christmas” from the Altar
Flowers drop down menu: https://gracealex.breezechms.com/form/786b18. If you wish to donate via physical
check, fill out the form below, cut out, and enclose a donation of $50. These forms may be dropped in the
Sunday offering or sent directly to the church office. Please note ‘Christmas Flowers’ on the check memo line.
If you wish to have your offering listed in the dedications, the office must receive this form and payment by
4:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 19. Questions? Contact Lisa Doelp, Altar Guild Flower Chair, at 703-2391302 or lisa.doelp@gracealex.org.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS
Check one and then write description below: ____ “In loving memory of”
____ “In thanksgiving for”
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Given by (print the name or names of the donors below exactly as you want them to appear):
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Sunday, November 28 (Advent 1), 9:30 a.m.
Intergenerational Advent Wreath Making Event

Sunday, December 5 (Advent 2), 8:45 and 10:30 a.m.
Saint Nicholas visits the eucharist

Sunday, December 19 (Advent 4), 5:00 p.m.
Christmas Pageant

Tuesday, December 22
5:30 p.m. Greening of the Church, Nave

Thursday, December 23
12:00 noon, Holy Eucharist Rite 2 with healing, Lady Altar
7:00 p.m., Santa Eucaristía (Posadas), Nave

Friday, December 24 (Christmas Eve)
3:00 p.m., Holy Eucharist (especially for families with small children),
Rite 2, amphitheater (indoors in inclement weather)
*5:00 p.m., Festival Eucharist with procession to creche, Rite 2, Nave (musical prelude begins at 4:30 p.m.), Livestreamed
7:30 p.m., Festival Eucharist, Rite 1, Nave
11:00 p.m., Festival Eucharist, Rite 1, Nave (musical prelude begins at 10:30 p.m.), Livestreamed

Saturday, December 25 (Christmas Day)
12:00 noon, Festival Eucharist, Rite 1, Nave

Sunday, December 26 (First Sunday after Christmas)
*10:30 a.m. Lessons and Carols with Choral Eucharist, Nave, Livestreamed (No 7:30 a.m., 8:45 a.m., or 5:00 p.m. services)

Thursday, December 30 (The Feast of Saint John, transferred)
12:00 noon Holy Eucharist Rite 2 with healing, Lady Altar

Saturday, January 1 (The Feast of the Holy Name)
12:00 noon, Festival Eucharist, Rite 1, Nave

Sunday, January 2 (Second Sunday after Christmas)
7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite 1, Lady Altar
*8:45 a.m. La Santa Eucaristía, Nave (The Wise Men visit the eucharist for the children)
*10:30 a.m., Choral Eucharist, Rite 1, Nave, Livestreamed (The Wise Men visit the eucharist for the children)
5:00 p.m., Holy Eucharist, Rite 2, Nave

Thursday, January 6 (Feast of the Epiphany)
12:00 noon Holy Eucharist Rite 2 with healing, Lady Altar
7:00 p.m., Bilingual Festival Eucharist, Nave, Livestreamed
*Child care provided
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LOOKING FOR QUIET IN ADVENT?
Drop in to the church library on Thursday at 11:00 a.m. for an hour of peace in a busy season. Mother Anne or
Mother Nina will be present to discuss their favorite books, read poetry, or just talk. We'll end in time for the
noon eucharist.

ADVENT CARD SIGNING DURING COFFEE HOUR ON NOVEMBER 28
Indoor Coffee Hour means we can sign cards again! Please stop by the Card
tables in the Auditorium to sign the Advent Cards for our college students,
military, diplomats and others serving abroad, clergy and staff, and especially
all those parishioners on our prayer lists, including La Gracia members.
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THOSE SERVING
Celebrant & Preacher
Assisting
Intercessor
Server
Clergy Crucifer
Interim Music Director
Altar Guild Crew Leader
Livestream Crew
Ushers

The Rev. Anne Michele Turner
The Rev. Nina Bacas
Khacki Berry
Lauren Gustafson, Seamus White
Madeline Wolcott
Dr. Thomas Conroy
Cindy Diehl
Vance Allen, Brendan Means-Koss
Brad Bergmann & June Huber, Bill Eckel, Mary Hix

Grace Episcopal Church
3601 Russell Rd., Alexandria, VA 22305
Tel. 703-549-1980 | www.GraceAlex.org
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