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From the Rector
Dear Friends in Christ—

What does it feel like to hope right now?

It’s not a simple question, and I am guessing none of us have a simple 
answer.  Perhaps it’s inspiring.  Or scary.  Or exhausting.  Or life giving.  
All of those feelings make sense to me.  And I believe there is room 
for all of them in Advent.  Because hope is a gift and a challenge, both 
together.

The gift?  That happens when hope comes as consolation.  I am so 
aware of the consoling aspect of hope in this week, with the identi-
fication of the omicron variant.  For a lot of people, it seems to be a 
tipping point into frustration and despair.

But the very name of the variant—omicron—and the custom of naming these variants after the Greek 
alphabet reminds me that they are bounded by alpha and omega.  Literally, but metaphorically, too.  As 
Christians, we understand Jesus Christ to be our beginning and our end.  Whatever else we encounter is 
smaller than the power and the presence of our God.

We have been given the same gift that Christians have been given for centuries: the reminder that our 
God is present, and our God has been with us all along, and our God is not going anywhere.  We are not 
going to be left alone.

The challenge?  The next step is to take our hope and start living like it’s true. I believe that living hope-
fully, in this moment, means that we stay engaged:

• Engage with this world.  I don’t know about you, but some days I feel like I have barely enough 
energy to watch TV on the sofa.  And yet God needs more than disciples in pajamas.  Look and see 
where the world is needs your attention.  Take a shift at the food pantry?  Connect with a child at 
Casa Chirilagua?  Mother Nina and I are glad to talk with you about where you might live out your 
faith.

• Engage with one another.  Advent and Christmas give us deeply meaningful opportunities to 
spend time with one another.  Connection is as simple as worshipping together or talking at coffee 
hour (indoors!).  And it is deepened by commitment—by pledging, by making a discipline of the 
prayer list, by volunteering to make the coffee or hand out bulletins.

• Engage with God.  It doesn’t happen by accident, and so I encourage you to find a practice that 
works for you.  Enlist help from outside if you want.  Mother Nina and I are spending quiet time in 
the library from 11:00-12:00 each Thursday during Advent, and we pray Morning Prayer Tuesday-
Thursday at 9:00 in the Malm narthex.  Those are chances to talk about spirituality and to pray in 
a smaller, more intimate way.

One of my favorite phrases in the Bible comes from the Book of Zechariah: “Return to your stronghold, 
O prisoners of hope.”  We may have found ourselves imprisoned—frustrated by circumstance, even 
captive to it.  But we are people of hope.   And we never stop looking for the salvation God promises all 
of us.

    Yours in Christ,
     Anne+

The Rev Anne Turner, Rector
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Vestry Reflections
COMMIT TO SUPPORT OUR MINISTRIES WITH A PLEDGE

I’m writing to ask you personally: if you have not made a 2022 pledge of 
financial support to Grace Church, please go ahead right now.   

https://www.gracealex.org/stewardship/make-a-pledge/  

Every pledge makes a difference, in any amount.   

Our Vestry meets in early December to finalize our 2022 operating bud-
get.  To fully fund our draft operating budget without making any cuts, 
we need just a bit of a last push of $150,000 more pledged income for 
2022.  

Elizabeth Legere
Senior Warden

If you’ve submitted your 2022 pledge, huge THANKS.  Our pledge campaign through November 30 has 
been the strongest since 2018! 

If you’re still prayerfully considering, or you’re planning to give through the year -- please go ahead and 
make a commitment with a pledge.

I’ve been so heartened to hear about one $50 annual pledge from one of our teenagers.  That example 
is so important -- it’s not the amount we give, it’s the amount we commit to be involved, participating, 
and supporting our ministries in the year to come. 

I’d be happy to talk by email or phone.  If you’d like to chat, touch base, or discuss any question about 
pledging or larger topics in the Grace Church community, just let me know.
   
I’m available just about anytime, any day, for calls about Grace Church - it’s been my church home now 
for 30 years and I care deeply about its wellbeing and its future. I hope you do, too.

Stewadship Campaign
   — Thanksgving Report

“Thank you,” to the 128 parishioners and families who have pledged a 
specific commitment of monetary support to Grace for 2022. Because of 
your response to the appeal for “regathering, renewal, recommitment” 
the Vestry is considering a budget that expands our ministries in almost 
all of the aspects mentioned in our stewardship letter back in October.

There is some distance to go, however; at this writing, 87 pledges must 
still be received for Grace to meet its goal of 215. Is your pledge among 
the missing?  Whether you have yet to renew your 2020 pledge or plan to 
make an initial pledge, please do so soon.   

You can pledge on-line at 
https://gracealex.breezechms.com/form/45794c or mail your form to Grace, 3601 Russell Rd., Alexan-
dria, VA 22305.

Ford Chinworth
Stewardship Team
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From the Interim Associate Rector
Dear Friends,

We are in the season of Advent, a time to prepare our hearts for the 
coming of Jesus. I know this can sound like another to-do to check off in 
the crazy month of December. Prepare my heart along with preparing 
everything else? 

Ronald Rolheiser once wrote that our busy lives can sometimes feel 
like a car wash. When you pull into a car wash, you take your hands off 
the gas and steering wheel and the machine just sucks you through. I 
wonder if December feels like this to you? Is God asking us to prepare 
our hearts while being sucked through the car wash of holiday expecta-
tions?  Of course, the answer is yes! But graciously, once you start, you 
will recognize it as an invitation to a gift not a to-do. A gift of spiritual 
rest and focus during a time when expectations can pull us in too many 
ways. A gift that prepares your heart for Jesus.

The Rev. Nina Bacas
Interim Associate Rector

An Advent wreath is a popular tradition that accompanies us through the journey of the season. A 
circle with three purple candles, one pink candle, and one larger white candle, the candles are progres-
sively lit and the light grows towards Christmas!  Below are the prayers and reflections we included in 
this season’s Advent wreath kits for children at Grace Church. You may feel called to expand or adapt 
this practice for your own household.

First Sunday Advent I Light the first purple candle and pray:
Loving God, thank you for hope. Help us help hope grow. Amen.
Say one way you can help hope to grow, with God’s help.

Second Sunday Advent II Light the first and second purple 
candles and pray:
Faithful God, thank you for faith. Help us help our faith grow. 
Amen.
Say one way you can help faith to grow, with God’s help.

Third Sunday Advent III Light the first and second purple 
candles and the pink candle, and pray:
Joyful God, thank you for joy. Help us help make joy grow. 
Amen.
Say one way you can help joy to grow, with God’s help.

Fourth Sunday Advent IV Light all purple and pink candles, 
and pray:
Peaceful God, thank you for peace. Help us help peace grow. Amen.
Say one way you can help peace to grow, with God’s help.

Dec 24th Christmas Eve Light all purple and pink candles and the white Christ candle, and pray.
Living God, thank you for coming to us as a baby. Help us to follow you and live with hope, faith, joy, 
and peace every day of our lives. Amen.
Merry Christmas!

There are hundreds of Advent traditions and practices. I look forward to sharing more ideas of how to 
accept God’s invitation in ways that call to your specific household. May this season of preparation for 
you be one of prayer, reflection, and resting in God. 
       Advent blessings to you,  Mother Nina
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Behind the Scenes at Grace
As Christmas approaches, many of us will continue time-honored traditions 
to help us get in a more festive mood.  There may be Advent candles to light, 
gingerbread houses to construct, and some may even break out the fruitcake 
(to cheers from some and jeers from others). We also have traditions that 
no one really wants to talk about, but they always seem to be a part of our 
holiday season none-the-less. If you are like me, you may know well that very 
familiar tradition of making a mad dash to get those Christmas cards out in 
time, a major feat in our busy lives. 

But wait, what if you are just under the wire to get those cards out but you 
realize that there are some folks at Grace Church that you want to send cards 
to but do not have addresses?  You think, well, I could call the church office to 
get those addresses but in addition to being full of Christmas Cheer, the staff 
will also be full of service planning, bulletin creation, and the routine busy-
ness of this time in the church calendar. Do not fret: getting those addresses 
is a breeze.

Kevin Hamilton
Director of Opertions

Breeze, the name of our church database, allows you access to the church directory.  

This is where you can find addresses (for those last-minute cards), email addresses (when you waited 
too long and need to send an email greeting instead), and well, you really ran out of time so phone 
numbers are there for a quick Christmas call. 

Gaining access to Breeze is simple 

Email me at director.of.operations@gracealex.org and request Breeze access.  If you use the email 
address we have on file, an email invitation will be sent to you with access information.  If the email ad-
dress is different than what we have on 
file, we will reach out to you to confirm it 
is indeed you who are seeking access. 

Also, in addition to accessing the direc-
tory, you can also update your informa-
tion (phone numbers, email addresses, 
and mailing addresses).

If you have already accessed Breeze but 
have forgotten your password, simply 
access the site via our website at https://
www.gracealex.org/parish-life/for-
parishioners/ and click on “Breeze Login 
Page.” 

(continued on page 8)
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 Once in, fill in your name and 
click forgot password.  We will 
have more on Breeze and our 
church directory in future ar-
ticles.
  
Do you have specific questions 
or features that you find helpful 
in Breeze?  Please reach out and 
let me know, I would love the 
feedback.

Merry Christmas 
(and Merry “Christmas Card 
Mad Dash” to my fellow last-
minute card friends!) 

(continued from page 7)

The Altar Guild’s Kemp Williams and Phoebe Willoughby prepare the altar between services on the First 
Sunday of Advent
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... His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6).  As we enter the Christmas Season, we 
celebrate the Master Teacher, Jesus, who makes our school’s mission “to 
honor the gift of childhood” such an important goal.  The joy of teaching at 

From the School:

Patti Culbreth
Head of School

Grace Episcopal School

Grace is that we do get to celebrate the lessons of 
Jesus and live by his golden rule.  At the very foun-
dation of a Grace education are our character keys 
of respect, responsibility, courage, compassion and 
honesty.  What an important time in our world to 
raise our children to understand these qualities.

The school loves partnering with the church, par-
ticularly in this season.  Mother Anne and Mother 
Nina lead us regularly in chapel services on Fridays.  
In chapel today (Dec 3), the children will celebrate St 

Nicholas Day early and will be greetied by St Nicholas himself (with a little direc-
tion from Lucy Lee Reed who keeps this wonderful tradition alive).  The fifth grade 
class love having our Rector and Associate Rector as their teachers for religion 
class each week.

We look with optimism to 2022.  We hope that vaccinations for elementary school children will keep 
our student body safe and allow for a return to some of our treasured traditions.  In the meantime, we 
carefully follow our mitigation strategies and celebrate the continued good health of our school.  Thank 
you, parishioners, for your support as we keep “the school side” away from any visitors.  The Food Pan-
try volunteers, particularly, deserve our warm appreciation as they always put the children first as they 
make their way around the building. 

The new year begins a new enrollment season for the school.  Please share the good news of Grace 
School with  your families and friends.  If you or someone you know would like to learn more about the 
school, please contact our Director of Admissions, Julia Byrnes, at admissions@graceschoolalex.org

May God bless our Grace community this holiday season.

About the Grace Episcopal School Logo
 It was adopted in 1999. Its representations are very symbolic.  The anchor and cross are known 
as GRACE.  One of the most ancient symbols of the Blessed Savior is the anchor, always shown 
so that it forms a cross, combined with the first letter of His name in Greek (Xpictoc) to express 

Faith and Hope through the Grace of Jesus Christ.  These have been placed on the Episcopal 
shield.  Because there are many Grace Episcopal Schools, we have included our city and state. 
The colors chosen are also significant.  Blue denotes heavenly love and the unveiling of truth.   

Red represents the saints who were martyred.  White signifies joy and purity of soul.
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Alison Campbell
Junior Warden

Building and Facility Matters
Buildings as big as the church and school building often have a long list 
of big projects needing planning and funding, and a short list of repairs 
needed to keep things running smoothly. Last month we took care of a few 
of the smaller things, we have more to come in the coming months. The toi-
lets in the bathroom under the narthex have been replaced with power-as-
sist toilets to prevent overflow and flooding if one too many pieces of toilet 
paper are flushed. This is truly the glamorous part of being Jr. Warden!

The lights in the parking lot are being repaired. They are being replaced 
with new LED fixtures so the bulbs will last for years, and the fixtures will 
work reliably. We’ve ordered new treads for one of the stairwells because 
they are worn out. As with many things today, these will take weeks to ar-

rive and be installed. Some repairs are on the hurry up and wait list.

The GES/GEC Leadership Committee will meet again in January to continue the conversation about 
plans for the entire facility. As action items are determined, updates and plans will be provided here in 
the Building and Facility Matters. Stay tuned to this space.

Community Clothing Drive

Organized by Kemp Willaims for the tenth year in a row, Grace worked together with St. Rita’s Catholic Church 
to sponsor the commnity clothing drive.  Shown above are Priscilla Ziegler, Lynn Rohrs, and Scott Knudsen help-
ing to set up the tables with children’s clothing. Grace parishioners donated clothing throughout the month of 
October, and this year Lynn Rohrs was in charge of collecting the clothing and transporting it to St. Rita’s for 
sorting. The event was held at St. Rita’s school hall on Saturday morning, October 30. We were able to help 

more than 125 families this year.
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Over the summer, training was conducted for eight facilitators for 
Sacred Ground circles.  Three circles at full capacity started meeting 
in November for the 10-session curriculum developed by the nation-
al Episcopal Church.  It is hoped that participants will share with the 
parish what this experience meant to them when all groups finish 
around springtime 2022.  We plan to run additional facilitator train-
ings and circles.  If you are looking to start a Sacred Ground circle, 
check with Virginia Theological Seminary, which has been running 
circles fairly consistently and may start new groups in early 2022.

New Episcopal Racial Reconciliation Newsletter Available
The national Episcopal Church has a new monthly newsletter discussing Racial Reconciliation, Justice 
and Healing.  The November issue was posted on our website.  Topics include opinion articles like this 
one from Canon Stephanie Spellers on “Christian Race Theory,” climate crisis impacts on persons of 
color, BBC activities around the nation, upcoming webinars and more.  Subscribe here.
<bbc logo with quadrant text.png>

Grace Church Begins Three Sacred Ground Circles

Alice Russell
March 3, 1928 - November 16, 2021

Alice, a long-time member of Grace, died on November 16, 
2021.  Born and raised in Charlottesville, VA, she worked for 
the Daily Progress and for the Associated Press after complet-
ing high school. Later she worked for the National Archives 
and Records Administration,  and for the U.S. Army Criminal 
Investigative Command, where she put out a magazine called  
“the Dectective”. She also held a part-time job in the Classified 
Department at the Washington Post for 40 years.

Alice was a positive person, always finding time to help and 
encourage those in need. She was a single mother that raised 

four childrem. She was a member of the Altar Guild. She loved people and was a friend to everyone she 
met. She was very interested in the world around her and was active in the community. She received 
her certification as a Master Gardner when she was in her 80’s and was a well-known fixture in the Fort 
Barnard Community Garden.  A funeral celebration was held at Grace on November 27. 

Liz Rugaber
Sacred Ground Organizer
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Shirley Tyler Unity Park
Shirley Tyler, Head of Grace Episcopal School from 1975 to 1989, 
and named an Alexandria Living Legend  in 2014, was further  hon-
ored by the dedication of a city park in her name.

For more than 40 years, Shirley was a community leader in Alex-
andria, She, her huscand and two children were the first African 
American homeowners in Arlandria. She became involved in her 
neighborhood association because of the problems of flooding 
from Four Mile Run, rat infestation and drug dealing. There were 
three major floods in the area, the worst in 1972 after Hurricane 
Agnes. As a member of the Arlandria Civic Association, she worked 
tirelessly to bring about what became the Four Mile Run Flood 
Control Project by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. In the after-

math of the floods, the group worked to make sure the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
provided support for what, by then, had become a predominantly African American neighborhood. The 
group’s community efforts at resolving the problems with rats led to city rules requiring trash to be placed 
in cans with lids. Their efforts at curtailing drug traffic led to the establishment of a satellite police facility 
in the neighborhood. Also, as part of the Arlandria Citizens Association, she fought the intentional red-
lining by real estate agents where absentee landlords did not keep their property in good shape or illegally 
subdivided houses and apartments into multiple units.

Her collegiate education in social services and preschool 
education, made it natural for her to become actively 
involved in the Alexandria public school system which 
was being forced by federal mandate to desegregate. 
In 1973, she was appointed to the Alexandria School 
Board. From 1974 to 1976, she served as vice chair and 
from 1980 to 1982 served as the first African American 
female chairperson. She was instrumental in creating 
racial harmony during the redistricting of Alexandria City 
Public Schools.  She worked without recognition or fear. 
Her concern for fair play and equitable treatment while 
remaining ethical, independent, and open minded is still 
the foundation of the school board’s redistricting which 
resulted in “All roads lead to T.C. Williams.” — the creati-
ion of a single high school for the City. 

 From 1969 to 1979, she was a 2nd and 3rd grade teach-
er at Grace Episcopal School. In 1975, she became the Head of School and remained in that position 
until her retirement in 1989. Under her leadership the school’s scholarship program provided opportu-
nities for children from adjacent impoverished neighborhoods to attend.

In addition to her community service in education, she served on the Block Grant Advisory Commit-
tees from 1982 to 1990, working  closely with Living Legend and former City Manager Vola Lawson 
[also a member of Grace] to allocate limited funds to deserving not for profit organizations. She was 
also involved with the addition of two recreation centers at Cora Kelly School. For over 25 years, she 
was involved with voter registration drives for campaigns for city council, congress, senate, and presi-
dential campaigns.”

Truly a remarkable woman.
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Thanksgiving Basket Program of the EYC

Distributed 118 baskets, serving 155 families 
— wonderful effort by all involved
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EYC Preparing Thanksgiving Baskets
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227th Diocesan Convention 
On November 12-13, 2021, the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia held its 227th 
Annual Convention via Zoom.  The original plan was for the Convention to be 
held in-person at the Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel in Arlington, Virginia, 
but Bishop Susan Goff determined that, “a gathering of more than 400 people 
in an indoor location with limited space in which to distance creates too great 
a risk.”  As such, Bishop Goff determined that its 227th Annual Convention 
would be held virtually via Zoom.

More than 390 lay and clerical delegates from across the Diocese gathered 
online for the 227th Convention, including  our clergy and lay delegates.

The Diocese’s 227 Annual Convention held via Zoom was also a great success.  
Although the Delegates missed the opportunity gather in person with the as-
sociated fellowship opportunities, at least we could see all the faces of people 
we see only at these events. One real benefit of a virtual convention was the 
speed and efficiency of electronic voting using the Election Runner applica-
tion and email balloting for establishment of a quorum; voting on resolutions, 
amendments to constitutions and cannons, and other points of order; and 
election of officials for various Diocesan organizational posts and position.  All 
of these things went SO MUCH faster than they did when we did them “the 
old way.”

Another aspect of this year’s Convention that was different from past Conven-
tions was that in addition to having a worship service on the first day of the 
Convention, on the Convention’s second day the worship service was inte-
grated with the Convention’s business items throughout the entire day. This 
helped everyone remember that God was participating too!

Michael Jones and 
June Huber — lay del-
egates to the Conven-

tion 

The Diocesan Convertion in earlier years -- before the pandemic.
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Diocesanl Report o the 227th Convention
In her pastoral address, the Rt. Rev. Susan Goff illuminated our experience of the last year saying, “We 
recognize how we have been broken open by the power of the Holy Spirit that moves in us.” There is 
“hope in this brokenness…We are no longer the Church we were before the pandemic. The Church has 
been changed. Each worship community is changed. We can’t go back to the way things were before, 
because we’re already different. Even if we could, we shouldn’t go back to when we were comfortable, 
because God is always calling us to go deeper and wider, to go beyond our comfort zones and into the 
world that is so in need of God’s love.” 

Bishop Goff described some of the ways in which the churches of the 
Diocese have gone deeper, wider and even made their ministries stron-
ger in the past year. She noted that, through their virtual worship, some 
congregations are reaching more people. Two new worship spaces were 
consecrated this year, the first new consecrations since 2004. In Decem-
ber, the Bishops will have ordained 26 priests and seven deacons since 
the pandemic began. The Diocese also called our first Missioner for 
Racial Justice and Healing, the Rev. Dr. J. Lee Hill, Jr.
 
Bishop Goff reminded us that God is powerfully at work, breaking down 
old ways and breaking us open.  “Who will separate us from the love of 
Christ?” she quoted from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans. “Will hardship, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”
 
The centerpiece of the 227th Convention is Resolution R-10a, which commits the Diocese to create a 
$10,000,000 fund for reparations to benefit Black, Indigenous, and peoples of color (BIPOC) communi-
ties. The resolution cites that “the Episcopal Church and the Diocese of Virginia have a long history of 
support for and complicity with chattel slavery, violence against Indigenous peoples and land, segrega-
tion and other racist systems.” It further acknowledges that the Diocese “is home to numerous church 
buildings constructed by enslaved people, and many parishes within the Diocese of Virginia are grap-
pling with their history of support for slavery and white supremacy, and their ongoing complicity in 
racial injustice.” R-10a directs the Bishop to create a Reparations Task Force “to identify and propose 
means by which repair may begin for those areas of our structures, patterns, and common life by which 
Black, Indigenous, People of Color ….still carry the burden of injustices, exclusions, and biases born out 
of white supremacy and the legacy of slavery.”  The objective of these reparation grants and loans is to 
provide direct benefits to BIPOC communities, people, and institutions, with preference for any which 
may have been specifically harmed by past unjust actions by the Diocese of Virginia, its institutions, or 
churches.

The following additional resolutions were adopted:
• R1 establishes a Virginia Plan for Covenantal Giving through which all congregations will, by the 

year 2025, pledge 10% of their plate offerings, pledge payments and regular support to the shared 
ministries of the Diocese.

• R2, R3 and R5 establish best practices for digital and hybrid meetings of congregational and dioc-
esan governing bodies including vestries.

• R4a establishes an Impact Fund for Racial Justice and Healing. This investment fund will be used to 
prioritize opportunities within the Diocese to support racial justice and healing. 
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• R6 calls on the Diocese, in acknowledgement of a Climate Emergency, to commit to achieving net 
zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2045.

• R8 requires parishes to provide deacons with access to benefits with Church Pension Group.
• R9a requests the appointment of an information gathering and discernment team to explore path-

ways for discernment and formation in Spanish for LatinX/Hispanic communities of the Diocese.
• Additional resolutions include:
• R-11: Creation of Additional Assistant Bishop
• R-12: Trial Use of the “Expanded Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings”

• R-13a: Resolution in Support of Shrine Mont Camps

Convention approved several Amendments to the Constitution 
and Canons. In elections for Standing Committee, delegates 
voted to elect the following:

Lay Order
Thomas M. “Tom” Baker, St. James’s, Richmond
Tyson Gilpin, Christ Church Millwood
Clergy Order
The Rev. Christine Love Mendoza, Good Shepherd, Burke
The Rev. Kristin P. R. Wickersham, St. Thomas, Richmond
 
Convention adopted a budget balanced at $5,292,300. Includ-
ing funds identified by the Executive Board that had not been 
drawn on in the recent past, the income forecast enabled the 
Working Group on Budget to recommend a budget meeting all submitted budget requests without 
cuts. The budget features new and expanded funding of our ministry priorities in 2022. Among other 
ministries, the budget funds a Root, Thrive, Soar Cohort and participation in the College for Congre-
gational Development, each in support of training lay and clergy leaders in our mission congregations. 
Additionally, the budget fully funds the requests for our Grants for Episcopal College Ministries.

Two key personnel notes are that we now fully fund the position of Missioner for Racial Justice and 
Healing in support of this important work and, in anticipation of the election of a bishop diocesan next 
year, the budget includes compensation for that position. The budget also includes our scholarship and 
grant programs. 
 
The Rev. Dr. Rosemari Sullivan, Search Committee Chair, provided the latest update on the search 
process for the 14th Bishop of the Diocese of Virginia. The Committee has completed diocesan-wide lis-
tening sessions and a survey. The report from the survey and listening sessions informed the Diocesan 
Profile, which is scheduled to be posted online by the end of November. The Committee will screen ap-
plicants in January and February, then host a four-day retreat in March with a final group of applicants. 
She asked all members of the Diocese to continue to pray for their work.
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Why Grace?
The Eckel family, consisting of just Bill and Jennifer, first came 
to Grace Church in 1981.  We moved to the Calvert Apart-
ments from D.C., where Bill had just graduated from GWU 
and was taking his first job in Old Town.  Jennifer had two 
years to go at GW. Thanks to Oklahoma connection Stephanie 
Reed, Jennifer had visited Grace several years before (and 
walked down the wrong steps after communion!)  We were 
carless and happy to find a church within walking distance 
of our apartment. Back in those days, the clergy were Father 
Bob Moody and Dr. Roye Frye.

Our first milestone at Grace was Bill’s confirmation on Hallow-
een in 1982.  We were involved in young adult activities and 
the choir, which Jennifer continues to this day.  Early on, Jen-
nifer was Altar Guild Easter president, and participated in the 
ordination of Grace’s first woman priest, Rosemari Sullivan.  
This was in 1986 and Jennifer was pregnant with Margaret 
our first child. She was baptized that same year. 

Bill and Jennifer Eckel

 Jennifer’s mother, Pat Gay, visited from Oklahoma, and really got to know Grace Church.  That was 
the time she met Father Moody and thought highly of him.  Long story short, Pat later nominated Fr. 
Moody to become the Bishop of Oklahoma. He was elected to that position. We traveled to Oklahoma 
City along with a large contingent of Grace Church folks for the consecration ceremony.

Maggie was followed by Carl in 1990, Peter in 1996, and Malcolm in 2001.  All were baptized and con-
firmed at Grace Church.  Our kids participated in youth activities, notably in the choir and as acolytes 
and as readers in The Christmas Pageant.    Maggie was in the first ever J2A pilgrimage to the Grand 
Canyon; Carl went to Scotland; Peter to England; and Malcolm to Italy.  Bill, as an adult J2A sponsor, 
went to Washington state in 2009.  And he is preparing for pilgrimage again.  All the kids attended sum-
mer camp at St. George’s at Shrine Mont, and by the time Malcolm aged out, at least one Eckel child 

The entire Eckel clan

(Continued on page 22)
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The entire Eckel clan

(continued from page 21)

was at St. George’s camp for 24 years in a row.  Peter later went back as a counselor.

Our first Shrine Mont parish weekend was in 1990, when Carl was a newborn.  We have returned most 
years since then, and were the 2020 coordinators (well, sort of). Jennifer served on the Vestry as an 
alternate, and later a one-year term, and now serves as the parish representative to VOICE.  Ask her 
about what it stands for.  We both serve as lectors, and Bill can be spotted ushering folks up to commu-
nion.  He served on the Vestry from 2013 to 2016, including as Treasurer and Senior Warden.  He also 
has a special duty every December, visiting the congregation as a certain bearded gentleman.
Grace Church is part of our extended family, and we have relied on this community in countless ways 
through the years.  It has been our village as we raised four children and obtained an undergraduate, 
and three graduate degrees between us.  Thank you, Grace!

June Huber

Grace-Ful Worship
Our Advent Adventure

Both words came from the Latin root advenire which means “to come.” Then 
they evolved in different directions: adventus which means “arrival” became our 
advent; and adventurus which means “going to happen” became our adventure.

During the season of Advent, we prepare to celebrate the arrival of God into our 
world through the birth of Jesus Christ. It’s also a time to look forward to when 
Jesus will come a second time.  The key word is “prepare” – not of cards, gifts and 
the holiday dinner, but rather of ourselves, our hearts, to receive the gift of Jesus 
Christ. This preparation could come from reading, listening to sermons, studying 
with others, but mostly through introspection -- looking into our own hearts.

An adventure is an undertaking that’s typically bold and sometimes risky. It’s often undertaken in or-
der to achieve a greater goal that we want to reach or achieve, such as the pursuit of a special kind of 
knowledge. Sometimes it can only be obtained in a risky manner. You might ask, “What’s risky about our 
Advent preparation?” I can only answer from my own experience: when I look into my own heart, and 
how it’s displayed by my own acts, I don’t always like what I see.

The Three Wise Men (or Three Magi, or Three Kings, whichever you prefer) certainly had a risky adven-
ture. They followed a star they had never seen before, to a place they didn’t know, for a reason they 
didn’t understand. Not to mention the perils of traveling long distances by camel, alone in countries 
with robbers, and without known sources of food or shelter. If that isn’t faith, I don’t know what is! The 
shepherds had a lot less risk. But what happened that night was totally unexpected, turning upside-down 
their normal (and probably fairly boring) routine of guarding their flocks. Even Mary and Joseph had a 
risky time of it – no reservations for “room at the inn” and probably little money in their purse. I’m pretty 
sure a manger in a stable wouldn’t have been their first choice.

When we prepare ourselves to celebrate Christ’s birth, are we willing to take a little risk? If we are seri-
ous about our introspection, we may not like what we see, and we may need to do some work to change 
things. Is the goal of salvation important enough to take the risk, to do the work? How strong is our faith?
I hope that my own Advent Adventure will lead to the right kind of change… Not in everything, but at 

(conmtinuee on pqge 20)
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(Grace-ful Worship - contijnued from page 19)

least in something. And I hope that yours, should you embark on one, does the same. And now I’ll end 
with a little prayer in poetic form.

Come now to the manger of my heart.
Fill me with love from the very start.
As I wrap the gifts that will be given,
I remember Your gift -- a Son from Heaven.

The first Christmas gift was the greatest gift ever!
It came as a baby born in a manger.
Wrapped like the gifts I find under my tree,
Waiting to reveal Your love to me.

Restore to me wonder of Christ Jesus’ birth,
Wrapped in a manger in rags of earth.
Your presence delivered to us that night.
And angels announced, “God brings His Light.”

Setting worries aside, I surrender my all. 
“Do not be afraid,” said, to shepherds in fields.
Enter my heart and help me to yield.
Teach me to listen, respond to Your call.

So that I feel Your presence and I hear Your voice.
Clear my mind, dearest Lord, of the holiday noise.
Slow me down now this time, and not be in a rush.
In the midst of all else let me feel Your sweet hush.

Dear Jesus, please come to this manger -- my heart.
And enter my life, bringing peace to each part.
Dwell within and around me each hour, each day.
Keep me close to You, Lord. In Your Name I now pray.
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What I Did on My Clergy Vacation
Normally, What I did on “My Clergy Vacation” does not make for an 
exciting article, unless you like hearing about sleeping late and reading 
middlebrow fiction.  But I took two special trips in October, and Frank 
Waskowicz asked me to share them for Grace Notes.

The first was a trip to Moab, Utah, with a group of college friends from 
William and Mary.  Despite my undergrad complaints about dorm as-
signments, I was blessed by the Office of Residence Life, which gave 
me five indelible friendships.  (It also gave me my husband, who lived 
on the same freshman hall with all of us.)  This group of six women has 
met up almost every single year since graduation, following one anoth-
er around the globe, but this trip was our first together since 2017.

We chose Moab for its natural beauty and ad-
venture—and Moab did not disappoint.  We saw 
sunrise at Arches National Park.  We hiked up 
canyons and then rappelled back down them.  
We climbed up in the La Sal Mountains among 
yellow aspens and went mountain biking on the 
best biking trails in the world.  The only thing 
better than skidding on a bike along the edge of a 
canyon is doing it with the person who has been 
your personal rock for over thirty years.

Perhaps the most moving moment was looking 
out over the landscape at Dead Horse Point.  If 
you’ve seen “Thelma and Louise”, you’ve seen 
the spot—it’s where the final scene was filmed.  

Standing there with my own Thelmas, I felt 
blessed by time—by the ancient time that 
carved the cliffs, and by the much more recent 
time that had given me such formative friend-
ships.
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If time was the word to describe my trip to Moab, the second trip—a safari in Kenya—can be summed 
up by the word connection.  My mother turned 75 this summer, and I will turn 50 later this year, and 
this trip was her gift to both of us.  We flew together to Nairobi and then headed out to the foot of 
Mount Kilimanjaro to see what Kenya had to show us.

(continued from page 21)

We joked the whole time that we had 
landed in the opening scene of “The Lion 
King”.  We saw zebra and wildebeest graz-
ing together.  We saw warthogs running 
with their tails up, like terriers.  We saw 
hippopotami and flamingos and giraffes 
and jackals.  I counted over 70 new bird 
species for my life list.

The highlight of many safaris is the preda-
tor—and we did indeed see leopards 
(in trees), cheetahs (devouring a zebra) 
and lions (napping together).  But the 
real thrill for me was seeing not the hunt 
but the cooperative behavior of many 
animals.  I loved watching the elephant 
herds work together to protect the 
young.  My favorite moment of the trip 
was coming across a hyena nursing her 
litter of babies in the sun.

The most profound connection, of course, 
was with my mother.  As many of you 
know, she is also an Episcopal priest, and 
we spent hours talking shop.  But we also 
spent time talking about growing older, 
about her parents and grandparents, 
about everything and nothing.  

As I hope you all know, I am profoundly 
grateful for every hour I spend at Grace 
Church.  But I was also blessed by this 
time—by history and connection, and by 
the depth they give to my life.
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December 4 Kevin Plunkett
December 4 Clara Shriner
December 4 Nicholas Shriner
December 4 Taylor Whitworth
December 8 Valerie Eudy
December 13 Isabella Giacomo
December 14 Michael Stancil
December 14 Lucy Waskowicz
December 15 Peter Eckel
December 15 Mark Kellogg
December 15 Greg Whitlow
December 17 Mary Fox
December 17 Mary Hix
December 17 Christina Ritter
December 18 David Dellefield
December 18 Maria Ribas
December 19 Mac Rein
December 20 Patricia Edelin
December 21 Wendy Wilmer
December 22 Priscilla Hanley
December 23 Constance Troyer
December 26 Eva Lorentz
December 27 Walter Winstead
December 28 Matthew Tschetter
December 29 Stanley  Borgia
December 29 Linda Durand
December 29 Brett Medley
December 30 Melanie Farciert

December Birthdays
January 1 Judy Miller
January 2 Mira Chiow
January 2 Jane Clare Joyner
January 5 Dorothy Bakke
January 7 Breen Byrnes
January 7 Colby Gustafson
January 7 Emily Smith
January 8 Sergio Yanez
January 9 Wyman Howard
January 10 Sara Waskowicz
January 14 Anne Caputo
January 14 Betty Mills
January 15 Luis Odria
January 15 Peter Spencer
January 16 William Bombo
January 16 Mary Hall
January 17 Caroline Legere
January 18 Anne David
January 22 William Eckel
January 22 Chris Kupczyk
January 22 Alison Smith
January 22 Sandra Wishart
January 23 Nathaniel Ames
January 23 Fernando Espinoza
January 23 Suzanne O’Malley
January 23 Liam Smith
January 24 Emily Lopez
January 24 John Ruff
January 24 Charles Winstead
January 26 Barbara McCaffrey
January 27 Pauline  Anderson
January 27 Kathryn Pattarini
January 27 Kimberly Person
January 28 James Anders
January 28 Nicholas Gentry
January 28 Nora Gentry
January 28 Lucy Medley
January 31 Anne Boris

January Birthdays
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Parish Staff
The Rev Anne Turner ................................................................Rector
    (rector@gracealex.org)
The Rev Nina Bacas ...................................Interim Associate Rector
     (nina.bacas@gracealex.org)
Patti Culbreth ................................Head of Grace Episcopal School
     (pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Kevin Hamilton ..............................................Director of Operations
     (kevin.hamilton@gracealex.org)
Santana Alvarado ....................................Communications Specialist
      (communications.specialist@gracealex.org)
Samantha Scheff ..........................................................Music Director
    (samantha.scheff@gracealex.org)
Mary Cyrus .................................... Interim Financial Administrator
     (financial.admin@ogracealex.org)
Paul Evans ..........................................................................Seminarian
     (pevans@vts.edu)
Pedro Hernandez ....................................................................... Sexton

Vestry
Executive Committee
Elizabeth Legere  ..........................................................Senior Warden
Alison Campbell ...........................................................Junior Warden
Cleve Corlett ............................................................................Treasurer
Diana Jarrett .............................................................................Register
Stephanie Reed .......................................................  Member at Large 

Class of 2021 
Cleve Corlett ........................................................................... Treasurer 
Diana Jarrett. ............................................................................Register
Jennifer Pease .........................................................................Outreach
Kemp Williams ........................................................................ Worship
Dan Pattarini ............................................................ Communications
 
Class of 2022 
Ford Chinworth ...............................................................Stewardship
Alison Campbell .........................................................Junior Warden
Jenny Cline  ......................................................Education and Youth
Erin Kelly ..........................................................Education and Youth 
Stephanie Reed  ......................................................Member at Large

Class of 2023
Elizabeth Legere .........................................................Senior Warden
Tracy Enger ........................................................................Fellowship
Robby Schrum...................................................................Evangelism
Evan Robinson .................................................... Assistant Treasurer

Parish Team Leaders
Liz Rugaber ................................................................Communications
Michael Jones............................................................................Worship
Cindy MacIntyre ................................................................. Evangelism
Mary Toler ........................................................................Pastoral Care
Lynn Rohrs ............................................................................Fellowship
Judy Willard ............................................................................Outreach


