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From the Rector
Dear Friends in Christ—

As I write this, I am looking at a banner headline that reads “Russia in-
vades Ukraine.”  A friend’s son woke her in the middle of the night to be 
reassured that World War III was not starting.

I drive by the gas station and notice that the price has jumped since the 
last time I filled up.  I can absorb the difference, but I think about the 
visitors who come to our food pantry, and I know they cannot.

My calendar is always filled with hard conversations, but this week I am 
stunned by the breadth and depth of human suffering: divorce, depres-
sion, aging adults in dangerous living situations, parents estranged from 
their adult children, cancers found after pandemic-delayed care.  And 
that is before the garden variety exhaustion felt by so many parents 

without adequate resources to care for their young, unvaccinated children, or the persistent isolation 
felt by so many bereaved spouses and partners who now live alone.

And now it is Lent, too. Lent is often thought of as a time of voluntary penance, of suffering willingly 
taken on to refine our souls.  And I think, you are kidding me, right?  More suffering?

I would like us to re-think Lent this year—not only because that old model of Lent does not serve us, 
but because I think it never served us—nor did it truly serve God’s intent for us.

Lent used to mean something different.  In the early church, Lent was primarily understood as a time 
when men and women prepared themselves for entry into the Christian community.  They were be-
coming a part of the body of Christ.  If they were denying themselves, it was not as a punishment but 
rather for a purpose.  They were learning to see themselves as incomplete by themselves.  They were 
learning to see themselves as part of a larger whole.

God needs this from us and wants this for us.  God wants to teach us that we do not belong to our-
selves alone, but to one another, and to him. 

As you enter into this season, I hope that you will not take one more burden on your weary shoulders.  
Instead, I hope you will use this time to reach out and connect with the pilgrims around you.  I hope 
you will learn more about belonging—what allows you to know that you are at home with God, and 
what keeps you from getting here.

Grace offers you tools for this study:

• Worship, of course, is the primary means of our formation.  Come worship, and let it change 
you.  In addition to Sunday’s eucharists, we have sung compline Wednesday at 7:15 p.m., our regular 
Thursday noon healing service, and Stations of the Cross with eucharist on Fridays (at noon in English 
and 7 p.m. in Spanish).
• Our Lenten series will be on Wednesday evenings (note the new day!), with dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
followed by both hands-on activities and conversation at 6:30 p.m.  The series is called “Journeying 
Together,” and we’ll explore the theme of connection.

Lent is a season with the power to change us.  But it does not have to weigh our hearts down.  Instead I 
hope it will lift them up, and draw them closer to the source and experience of all love.

    Yours in Christ,       Anne+

The Rev Anne Turner, Rector
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Celebration of a New Ministry
On Sunday, February 27th, the paish celebrated the Institution of our new rector. These photos give a hint of the 
majesty of the service. 

The Officiant, Dean Randy 
Alexander represented the 
Bishop. The wardens pre-
sented Anne with these 
words:

“Dean Alexander, we have 
come together today to wel-
come Anne Michele Turner 

who has been chosen to serve 
as Rector of Grace Episcopal 

Church. We believe that she is 
well qualified and that she has 
been prayerfully and carefully 

selected.” 

The Rev Andrew Merrow of St Mary’s preached the ser-
mon. He spoke of his conviction that Anne’s tenure as 

Rector would be long and blessed by unity in the Living 
Christ. He especially urged her congregation to speak 
directly to her and not husband divisive thoughts that 

can be so disruptive to unity.  
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At the Induction, gifts representing the variety of ministries were presented. Some are shown here.

A Stole from the Schrum family

Book of Common Prayer in Spanish from Carlos 
Arboleda and Patricia Molina

A Chaplain’s Stole from Grace Episcopal 
School

The Book of Common Prayer in English 
from the Cline family
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The Rev Fran Garnder-Smith and the Rev Jenni Overstone 
Smith present a copy of the Canons of the Church

Evan and Nancy 
Robinson present the 

bread and wine

Jon Paramore and Marissa 
Salgado present a candle 
saying “show the Light of 

Christ to this neighborhood”

Diana Jarrett presents an English Bible
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Left— Mtr Anne commits to the 
duties of the ministry

Below — she is greeted with ap-
plause by the congregation

Our new Rector celebrated the Eucharist -- and at the 
end of the evening celebrated the day with her  family
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Kudos to the Fellowship Team

The reception that followed was extraordinary, thanks to the efforts of Tracy Enger, Stephanie Reed, Ruth 
Corlette, Lynn Rohr, Mary Hix, Heather Kelly and Chrissie Crosby. Not pictured, but mightily involved, were 

Rich Kelly and Lucy-Lee Reed.  

... and to our J2A

Some of our J2A 2023 youth and sponsors emptied a storage room and filled a rental truck for a parishioner who 
has moved away — Rental on the space is canceled and the belongings are back with the owner.
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A Holy Lent for Children and Youth
In Godly Play, we say that some gifts are SO big that if you don’t get 
ready for them, we may walk right past them. So it is that the season 
of Lent prepares us to receive the gift of Easter. The season is 40 days 
long, but if you count the days on the calendar it is 46. This is because 
every Sunday is a mini-Easter, so we don’t count them as part of our 
Lent!

How do we prepare for the gift of Easter? Traditionally, our Lenten 
preparations include prayer, alms-giving, fasting, and self-examina-
tion. Then on Easter Day, we resurrect with Christ as renewed Chris-
tians.

At Grace, we are supporting a Holy Lent for our children and youth 
in many ways. At-home prayer project kits have been mailed to each 
address. Families can make a paper chain with 40 links, each with a 
prayer request. Each day in Lent, a link can be opened and prayed 
together with the family. 

The Rev. Nina Bacas
Interim Associate Rector

In Sunday School, children and youth will be practicing 
alms-giving through outreach projects. Our 4th-5th grad-
ers will make sandwiches for the Brown Bag Lunch and 
dessert cups for Carpenter’s Shelter. Our 1st-3rd graders 
will make goodie bags for the children who come to the 
Food Pantry. Finally, our Ps-K children and our youth will 
be helping an Afghan refugee family! 

Every Wednesday, the entire congregation is invited to 
our family-friendly Lenten Series, “Journeying Together”. 
After a light supper at 6 pm, children and youth may join 
Sunday School teachers for hands-on Lenten craft ac-
tivities. Parents are welcome to stay or join the adult 
conversation running in parallel! At 7:10 pm, we will 
all move to the Nave for a short service of candlelit 
compline. 

Children’s services for both Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday will be at 5:30pm.

The La Gracia congregation continues with the tradition of Via Crucis (Stations of the Cross) every Fri-
day evening in Lent. After the Via Crucis and Holy Eucharist each week, the congregation will gather for 
a simple potluck dinner. 

It is wonderful to be back together again. In this time of preparation, there is much joy to be had.  I look 
forward to witnessing your preparation and walking alongside you during this Holy Lent!

        Mother Nina Bacas
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Vestry View – March 2022
“An Invitation to Grace”

Having had a small gap in our selection of our new vestry members and sharing 
this information with the parish, a few folks have come up to me to say either… 
“congratulations” or “Are you the new Senior Warden?” or some variant of that. 

Each time, I responded with a “who me?” kind of phrase or look while looking 
around to see if Elizabeth Legere was somewhere nearby. 

Imposter syndrome is what I think they call what I’m feeling. I’d imagine most of 
us have some experience with being in a position of trust or responsibility for the 

Dan Patarine
Senior Warden

first time and thinking… “I think they made some mistake.” At least that’s a bit of what I’ve experienced. 

Well… I guess I’ll need to get over that. And soon, because the work and life of Grace Church never 
seems to slow and it is work and life that really matters. It matters to us as parishioners, it matters to 
the community we live in and to the people we serve.  

That’s not hyperbole, that’s the truth. What we do matters in some of the smallest and some of the big-
gest ways you can imagine. It matters and, I would argue, it is our mission. To make a positive difference 
in this world. To try to express our Christian values everyday in the love and good works that we pour 
out into the world. And we are pretty good at this, really good I would say. 

Some of you who know me well know that I often use a phrase borrowed from my dad: “Be careful not 
to break your arm patting yourself on the back too hard.” I wasn’t always a humble kid, and I think my 
dad was trying to help teach me a life lesson with that phrase. 

But, there is something to be said for recognizing our power to make a difference in the lives of others. 
When we take the time to recognize the good that we are doing, that can be powerful motivation for 
continuing to do good. Virtuous upward spiral? Is that a thing?

During my service on the vestry, I’ve had the great pleasure of regular conversations with Mother Anne 
and the topic of our conversations has often centered on hopes and dreams and challenges and oppor-
tunities for our church. We discuss these things in both the near term and the long term. 

Recently, in a back and forth on this topic we talked about what we thought people were seeking and 
how Grace might broaden and deepen our congregation. Basically… how can we bring more people to 
Grace. Mother Anne, as eloquent as ever described a need to put forward an “invitation to encounter, 
relationship and service.” I responded by adding the words “healing” and “meaning.” 

And when you put those five words together you get a kind of linguistic alchemy – encounter, relation-
ship, service, healing, meaning – the five become one really important word – Grace.

What we do matters, incredibly… profoundly in the lives of so many. When we stop to take time to 
recognize the difference we make, we are recharged (likely by the Holy Spirit) and look to do more. This 
is just how it is at Grace. 

In the year ahead, I hope you will help me figure out all the ways we can offer invitations to Grace. To 
us, to those we serve, to our community. 
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Journeying Together, Singing Together
Have you ever pondered how humans began making music? 
Why did we start building instruments and singing when merely 
surviving was so time consuming? I recently read a fascinating 
book, The Great Animal Orchestra, by Bernie Krause that sup-
ports the theory that humans began singing and making music 
by imitating sounds in the natural world around us. In fact, there 
is even evidence to suggest that humans were singing before we 
could speak. This ancient connection to music might help explain 
those moments when a song touches you so deeply and innately 
you can hardly find the words to describe it. Music also has a 
rooted impact on our physiology, singing especially is wonder-
ful for your breathing and posture, releases muscle tension, and 
gives your brain a good workout too. 

And while you can have these experiences alone listening to 
your favorite song on the radio, there is even more power in 

experiencing and making music together. Studies have shown that people who sing together feel more 
connected as a community. Our heartbeats even synch when we sing a song as a group! 
This Lent, I would encourage you to consider your participation in the sung parts of our liturgy. How 
does it influence you and how might participating more wholeheartedly deepen your worship? It takes 
practice, and you won’t sing everything right all the time, but accuracy is not the point. Our task is 
to dive deep into our roots together and praise our Creator one of the very first ways we were given: 
song.

Samantha Scheff
Director of Music
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As we begin the Lenten journey, we count our many blessings at Grace 
School.  This month marks the third year that we have “marched” through 
a pandemic together.  We are proud of our ability to serve the children in 
all ways – virtually in the spring of 2020 and then back in-person for the 

From the School

Patti Culbreth
Head of School

Grace Episcopal School

past two school years.  Now we look forward with 
optimism to creating an “off ramp” that allows for a 
renewal of our treasured school traditions.

Knowing pictures are worth a thousand words, we 
share the joy we feel at Grace School:

Fun in the Snow

Making sandwiches for Hunger 
Outreach

Peaceful Protest to Protect our 
Earth
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It’s hard to believe that my time at Grace Church as your seminarian is near-
ing its end. In the almost two years I have been a part of this community, I’ve 
learned so much from this beautiful place and from its people.  During my first 
year (2020-2021), Grace Church taught me worship matters including how to 
serve properly as a sacred minister in worship; how to set the table for Eu-
charist; how and when to ring the sanctus bells; and how to serve as a lector 
and intercessor. During my second year (2021-2022), I have been a student of 
Sunday morning—trying to understand Grace Church Sunday operations from 
a 30,000 ft view. This same year, I’ve also had the pleasure of getting to know 
and teach the confirmation group and I look forward to the Bishop’s visit at the 
Easter Vigil. 

During both years, Grace has been a safe place for me to grow as a preacher. 

A Place For Me to Grow

I have to admit that learning how to preach into a camera at the back of the church was tough! I’m 
grateful to my lay committee members Anne Berry, Diana Jarrett, Summer Jones, Stephen Lovell, Erin 
Kelly for challenging me to grow in this essential part of ordained ministry. I look forward to the addi-
tional opportunities I have to preach to you all in person during Lent and Holy Week of this year. 

Also during this time of transition in Grace Church, I have been incredibly fortunate to learn from two 
different talented and devoted staffs and from three gifted priests including Father Jason, Mother Anne 
and Mother Nina. I also am grateful to Head of Grace School Patti Culbreth who gave me the opportu-
nity to participate in the school’s chapel program. 

But the most important thing that Grace Church has taught me is what authentic, committed Baptized 
ministry among lay people looks like. Amidst natural (rector transition) and unnatural (pandemic) dis-
ruption, the people of Grace Church remained steadfastly committed to the ministries of the parish and 
to one another. For all of the lessons I have learned in the classroom at the seminary, nothing has been 
more valuable to my formation than witnessing first-hand how you all make church happen. Thank you. 
I am so proud to be your seminarian. 
       In Christ,
         Paul +

Paul Evans
Seminarian

Ordination to the Diaconate: An Invitation 
From the Diocese of Virginia

On Saturday, March 5, at 10:30 am at The Falls 
Church Episcopal, God willing and the people con-

senting, Bishop Susan Goff will ordain nine men and 
women to the transitional diaconate, including our 

own seminarian Paul Evans and Julie Rodriguez, who 
was lifted up by Grace Church. All are welcome, and 
the service will be live-streamed through The Falls 
Church’s YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.

com/c/The Falls Church Episcopal
Julie Rodriguez

Former Parishioner
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Kevin Hamilton
Director of Operations

Behind the Scenes at Grace
I loved roller coasters when I was a teenager (which my mind says was a few 
years ago but my body laughs and says, “I don’t think so”).  My favorite roller 
coasters were the ones that immediately took off, going from zero to what I was 
sure was the speed-of-light in an instant.  It was both jolting and exhilarating. I 
feel like Grace has been a bit like those roller coasters the last few weeks. 
Jolting and exhilarating seem like pretty good adjectives.  Think about it. We 
have returned to in-person worship after being virtual since Christmas, planned 
and experienced a beautiful Celebration of a New Ministry where the church 
officially welcomed Mother Anne, and now the season of Lent arrives… zero to 
speed of light! While it can be a bit jolting in the preparation, it is also exhilarat-
ing to move forward on our collective journey together in the life of the church.  
To make all this possible takes an incredible cadre of volunteers and staff, part-
nering together.  I wish I could name all the people who have had a hand in all 

of this, but the list would be so long and inevitably I would leave a few people out. There are so many 
heroes in the halls of Grace, faithfully ministering in great and small ways to ensure the church moves 
forward.  I am especially thankful that the Grace Church community has been so kind and understand-
ing as we ramp back up.  Over the next couple of weeks, we will continue to return to what is our new 
normal. Your patience as we take care of the various behind the scenes tasks that remain for such a 
great endeavor is wonderful to experience.

I would like to take just a moment to point out one group of individuals on staff that have been a critical 
part of the behind-the-scenes preparation for our return, our Building and Maintenance staff.  Grace 
Church has two Sextons, Pedro Hernández who is our full-time Sexton, and Amorita Quintanilla, our 
part-time (weekend) Sexton.  Working with these two individuals is an absolute joy.  They are com-
mitted not only to their positions at Grace, but to the church community as a whole.  Also, Ben Strohl, 
Facilities Manager, is on staff with Grace School and part-time for the church and handles most of the 
Building and Maintenance issues and major projects.  Working with Ben is a pleasure and his skillset 
and attention to the projects at hand are much appreciated.  I am looking forward to sharing more 
about each of these three individuals in my April article, so you can get to know them better.  Stay 
tuned!

And of course, getting our building ready for the return demands much of the Junior Warden, Alison 
Campbell.  Alison has remained committed to her role, making herself available for questions, consults, 
and vestry communication for the staff.  Her open and constant communication style and servant lead-
ership has allowed various projects to be completed in a very timely manner, getting back to operation-
al status quickly when issues arise; for a campus of our size that can take place frequently depending on 
the season. 

Once again, I would just like to say thank you to the entire church community.  Stay tuned for next 
month’s article where you will get to know the building/maintenance staff a bit more and celebrate 
their work with me.

       Your fan,
          Kevin Hamilton
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Dorothy White Bakke
Dorothy Bakke, 96, died peacefully on February 3, 2022 at 
Goodwin House in Alexandria.  Dorothy was born in 1926 in 
Macon, Georgia to Allie Jeff Doster White and General Miller 
Grieve White.

Dorothy and her family moved to Washington D.C. in 1937 
when her father was called to active duty and assigned to 
the War Department.  She graduated from Woodrow Wilson 
High School in Washington, and then attended Hollins College, 
where she graduated in 1947 with a BA in English.  Her father 
was stationed in Germany after the war, and during a visit with 
her parents, Dorothy met Captain John A. Tate, an Army officer 
from Pulaski, Virginia, a Virginia Military Institute graduate. 
They were married in Königstein, Germany in 1947, and had 
one son in 1950.  Captain Tate was killed in combat in Korea in 
1951. 

About ten years later a good friend played match maker, and introduced her to a widower with four 
small children, Major Thomas N. Bakke, USAF and Naval Academy graduate. They married in 1962, and 
Major Bakke was transferred to Patrick Air Force Base in Florida at the beginning of the space program.  
Dorothy was again widowed in 1964, when the aircraft Major Bakke was piloting crashed due to a me-
chanical failure.

Dorothy settled back in Alexandria, Virginia to be near family.  As she wrote: “I have experienced  peri-
ods  of military life, periods of civilian life, periods of being single, being married, and many years as the 
single parent of five wonderful children, two boys and three girls.  Those wonderful children are now 
successful adults with families of their own.”

 Dorothy’s Christian faith was the foundation of her life.  She was a devoted member of Grace Episcopal 
hurch in Alexandria for almost 60 years where she enjoyed volunteering her time and talents in many 
areas including President of the Altar Guild, Junior Warden of the Vestry, Church Trustee, and Office 
Volunteer.  She also regularly helped in the community with delivering meals-on-wheels and working at 
the food pantry.  Dorothy’s artistic ability and her incredible talent for needlepointing led her to design 
and create an original piece of needlepoint for a lasting legacy in her beloved church.  [Ed Note: See 
page 21 regarding the tapestry] 

As a lifelong learner, Dorothy was interested in everything, and would find new challenges to help oth-
ers and further her enjoyment in life.  She learned how to transcribe books into Braille for the Society 
of the Blind. She pursued a master’s degree in English Literature from George Washington University, 
plus received a certificate of Education for Ministry from the School of Theology, University of the 
South. Dorothy always had a book in hand.  She loved reading classical literature as well as a good mys-
tery novel.   She never shied away from learning how to fix things herself whether it was to wire a lamp, 
put in a faucet, or wallpaper a room.

 Dorothy loved being outdoors especially at the beach or in the mountains.  She also enjoyed garden-
ing, hiking, birdwatching and golfing.  She always said “In all of these things, I confess to being a dab-
bler rather than an expert which doesn’t seem to diminish my enjoyment in the least.”

Traveling and seeing new places was another favorite passion.  Dorothy travelled with family and 
friends, taking many memorable trips. She enjoyed seeing more of the United States, which expanded 
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her vision of our country and its history.  She was always happy returning to Virginia especially to her 
cabin at Bryce Mountain, the Shenandoah Valley, and Shrine Mont in Orkney Springs. 

 Dorothy had a life full of challenges, perseverance, and duty, but most of all, she will be remembered 
for her grace, loyalty and kindness towards others.

 Dorothy is survived by her sister Robin Marlow of Denver, Colorado, her sister-in-law Mary White of 
San Antonio, Texas, her sons John (Carolyn) Tate of Austin, Texas, Thomas (Diana) Bakke of Virginia 
Beach, Virginia, daughters Sara (Philip) Callahan of Freeland, Maryland, Susan (Ivor)  Fredrickson of 
Huntsville, Alabama, and Jean Bakke Cain of Emmaus, Pennsylvania, ten grandchildren and four great 
grandchildren.  Preceding her in death was her beloved brother Miller White of San Antonio, Texas.

Her requiem will be at Grace Church on April 2, 2022.

       — Her Family

Geace’s Newest Outreach Ministry: 
Caring for an Afghan Refugee Family

For several years the Grace Outreach Ministry has given financial support to the Refugee Ministry at 
Christ Church, which was created to support Afghan refugees and their families who have settled in the 
area. We now have established a Care Team, to support a new family who arrived in Northern VA in No-
vember 2021.

Our family consists of a 30-year-old Afghan refugee trained in IT, his pregnant wife, 26 (baby is due in 
March),and their 3-year-old son. They left family in Kabul and succeeded in getting out of the country 
safely after five trips to the Kabul airport during the airlift in August. The Care Team and interested Grace 
community can support them with help to navigate life in Alexandria, enjoy what the region has to offer, 
build relationships, and learn about each other’s cultures with respect and open heartedness. Stay tuned 
for a more detailed introduction and updates regarding ways that you can help be part of our extended 
support.
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Why Grace?
I came to Grace Church in the middle of a 
church controversy.  Unknowingly, innocently 
and with the best intentions, my husband, 
Dick, son Chris (then 2 1/2 years old) and I 
appeared on the doorstep of Grace on the 
first Sunday in February 1988 to check things 
out and consider placing Chris in Grace 
School.  Not a single person said hello or wel-
comed us.  We went to coffee hour in Mer-
row Hall Auditorium and stood there isolated 
and unwelcomed, we felt like pariahs.  What 
we did not know was this was the first Sun-
day after Fr Moody left to become Bishop of 
Oklahoma, a new interim priest had arrived 
and half the congregation was not speaking 
to the other half over a variety of slights and 
disagreements.  The Caputos persevered, 
however, and within a few months we’re 

enrolled in the usher corps and later the lector ranks, the LEM ministry and a variety of other services.  
We were here to stay.

Grace Church has been my church home for more that 30 years.  It has been my constant companion 
through good times and bad.  The death of my husband, loss of my job, serious illnesses, other events 
were experienced via the support of this church as well as many happy events.  It has brought me my 
closest friendships and many people I admire.  The liturgy is deeply satisfying, the intellectual content 
inspiring, the worship a holy place and the fellowship beyond compare.  Grace Church is a place both 
holy and temporal, a place for quiet contemplation and boisterous celebration, it’s a place dedicated to 
the love of God and the Holy Trinity.  It is a place for me.

Anne Caputo

Among Anne’s many gifts include the annual Altar 
Guild Tea, a sumptous event, with men of the parish 
waiting on tables. At left, Lucy-Lee Reed gives final 

instructions.
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Youth Pancake Supper

The Kitchen Crew

Our wonderful servers

A satisfied customer

The first annual pancake 
race — Samantha Scheff, 

Mother Bacas and Mother 
Turner — all wearing 

their Red Baron hats and 
goggles
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Adult Forum — Something for Everyone
Adult Forum is perhaps the most versatile of Grace Church’s many 
adult education offerings, providing a place for a wide range of pro-
gramming and discussion in the hopes of meeting the interests of as 
many parishioners as possible, without requiring a multi-week com-
mitment. We meet during the education period (currently Sundays 
9:30-10:15 am) in the St. Mark Room. Given the budgetary challenges 
of the last couple of years, 
we are not using funds to 
bring in outside speakers. I 
am more grateful than I can 
well express for the generos-
ity, varied expertise, and deep 
wisdom of our Grace Church 
community. A quick look at 

the wonderful presentations we have had so far, and what we 
have coming up, will show you why.

Wonderful new technology allows both 
in person and virtual participants and 

presenters -- pictured here in the St Mark 
Room.

Anne Cliff Boris
Forum Coordinaor

Fall – Celebrating our Church, Understanding our World, and 
Coping with Stress

Adult Forum got off to a strong start with Anne Caputo’s vir-
tual tour of Grace Church, combining the history of our parish 
with a closer look at some of its often overlooked beauties. 
We then turned our attention to the wider world. John Berry’s 
clear and balanced exposition of our twenty years’ war in Af-

ghanistan attracted a lively crowd and fruitful discussion. Then Foreign Service 
officer Dan Pattarini, who had assisted with processing refugees at Dulles air-
port, gave a moving description of the evacuation and resettlement of Afghan 
refugees. Our next topic, “What Priests Wear and Why”, had been specially 
requested in a brief survey circulated in the fall; I was delighted that the Rev. 
David Crosby, who has both altar guild and clerical experience, agreed to put 
this together – and brought props!

Recognizing that the last few years have been exceptionally challenging, Adult 
Forum then offered several sessions on coping skills.  June Huber, a volunteer 
chaplain at Alexandria Hospital, provided gentle, helpful guidance on giving 
ourselves time to grieve and on how to be a friend to others who are griev-
ing. I led the group in a bible study on How Jesus Managed Stress, and the 
Rev. Nina Bacas spoke on the importance of giving ourselves mini-Sabbaths in 
which to enjoy God’s gifts.

Advent – Celebrating the Word in Stitching, Storytelling, and Stained Glass

On the eve of St. Nicholas, Adult Forum focused appropriately on gifts: we 
had a wonderful presentation of Grace Church’s Sesquicentennial needlepoint 
kneeler project by Tricia Bamford (designer) and Ruth Corlett (one of the origi-
nal organizers). The planning and stitching of 83 works of art by 33 inspired 
stitchers made a fascinating story and was well illustrated with great pictures 
of people and their creations.

Detail of Lady Altar 
railing, carved by 

former parishioner 
Dorothy Abernathy, 
who also carved the 

Nartex dooes.
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On December 12, Chrissie Crosby led 
us through the story of Hannah, whose 
prayer of thanksgiving when God grant-
ed her a son was the model for Mary’s 
Magnificat.  For our final forum before 
Christmas, I presented the variety of 
ways in which the Washington National 
Cathedral’s magnificent stained glass 
windows tell the story of Jesus’ incarna-
tion.  

Epiphany – Recognizing and Responding 
to the Presence of God

Christmas, New Year’s, and the first two 
months of the year involved many holi-
day weekends, so Adult Forum met less 
often, and covid transmission rates lim-
ited us to meeting virtually, but we made 
the most of the time we had. On January 
9 [Images shared for Thin Places I] five 
parishioners (John Berry, Anne Caputo, 
Sarah Schultz, Kemp Williams, and Henry 
Ziegler) each shared a photo that of a 
personal “Thin Place” – a place where 
God had seemed especially close. Five 
more parishioners (Lucy-Lee Reed, Mary 
Hix, Barbara Morris, Tracy Enger, and 
Heather Kelly) shared their “thin places” 
on February 13. Every presentation was 
different, and proved deeply meaningful 
for both those sharing and those listen-
ing. As one participant exclaimed, “What 
a variety of experiences and thought-
provoking stories!”  Another presenter 
wrote me afterwards: “The ‘thin places’ 
presentations have been remarkable – 
the variety and depth of experience. Pre-
paring for mine was a spiritual exercise 

Training  the stitchers

As a fitting begin-
ning to the long-term 
project a needlepoint 
hanging for the niche 

behid the credence 
was completed by 

Dorothy Bakke, com-
mittee member, and 

dedicatd on Founders’ 
Day, Sunday, Septem-

ber 26, 2994

and a learning.” I was powerfully reminded that we are never far from the presence of God.

The strength of the Grace Church community was showcased in a different way in Evan Robinson’s 
exceptionally clear budget presentation on January 23, despite his having had to assume the role only 
a few weeks before on the sudden death of our beloved Cleve Corlett.  Evan gave a moving tribute to 
Cleve’s service as Treasurer. Several of those attending had questions about ‘funds held for others’, and 
Evan has graciously agreed to provide a detailed overview of these funds later in the spring.
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Anne Caputo — Inoa

Henry Ziegler 
— C-Section baby

Mary Hix — Polar Bear

John Berry — Abbery of Be-HellouinHeather Kelly — Hermitage Courtyard, Assissi Italy

Lucy-Lee Reed — Salisbury Cathedral

Tracy Enger — Haiti Micah 
feeding program

Kemp Williams
— Pools of 
Bethesda

“Thought Provoking Stories...”
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On February 6 we welcomed back Chrissie Crosby, who provided an experience of biblical storytell-
ing with the story of the midwives who saved the male children of Israel, including Moses. I was out 
of town and sorry to miss it; one of those attending wrote me afterwards praising Chrissie’s gifts as 
a “great teacher and story teller.” For our last meeting before Lent, we had another creative look at a fa-
miliar biblical story. Mary Stewart led us in an exploration of how the story of Noah’s Ark presents some 
complex ideas about renewal, hope and the relationships between God, humans and animals as we 
sampled the many ways animals are positioned in the Bible - as sacrificial objects, life-giving livestock, 
“dumb beasts”, companions, and more.

Looking forward to Lent 2022 – Deepening our Spiritual Lives

During Lent, Adult Forum will call on the collective wisdom of the Grace Church community to deepen 
our spiritual lives. Mary Stewart will open the season by facilitating a group of parishioners briefly shar-
ing books they have found meaningful – a great way to get ideas for possible Lenten reading. On March 
13 Sarah Schultz will lead a third Thin Places session, this time focusing on images closer to home, 
particularly things that have helped us over the last two difficult years. On March 20, Teresa Preston 
and other parishioners will share the ways in which they make the bible part of their lives. On March 
27, Col. Blair Sokol will describe the various prayer practices that enabled him to survive the stresses of 
four combat tours in Afghanistan, as well as the return to family life in peacetime.  On April 3, Chad Eck-
les (our Altar Guild Easter president) will give a session on how the Grace Church Altar Guild prepares 
for Holy Week. 

After Easter: Turning Outward

After our celebration of Easter, Adult Forum will focus more outward, exploring a variety of issues relat-
ed to the wider church and the wider world. Rushad Thomas will speak April 23 on Choosing Our Next 
Bishop. Other topics in the planning stages include reports on the experience of our Sacred Ground 
groups, a review of funds held for others, and, probably as our closing Adult Forum for the season, a 
session on Trying Something New.  Trying Something New will provide a mini-ministry fair, showcasing 
ways in which people can try out various ministries in a short-term way over the summer, to see if this 
is something they would like to do on a regular basis.

Many thanks to the presenters who have volunteered their time and to our wonderful Grace-ful com-
munity for its participation in Adult Forum.

-          Anne Clift Boris
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June Huber

Grace-Ful Worship
Seeing More Clearly

One of the results of my participating in the “Sacred Ground” program has 
been to open my eyes to how racism and other types of “exclusion” continue 
to exist in this country – systemically and individually. Here are three exam-
ples.

• The impact of our national and local systems -- criminal justice, immi-
gration, housing – is (intentionally or unintentionally) weighted against 
persons of color. 

•  It’s possible for one person to communicate racism to another person 
who is “different” without saying a word – instead, by pretending not to see them, or by ignoring 
their presence in a group setting. 

• My own upbringing as a white, middle-class woman causes certain undesirable thoughts to enter 
my mind automatically, no matter how hard I try to rid myself of them.

On the other hand, it’s not just the bad things that I’m seeing more clearly. The program has also 
opened my eyes to more frequently notice groups of people and individuals around me who “on pur-
pose” speak and act in ways that are inclusive and caring. Those people carry out Jesus’ instruction that 
we love our neighbors as ourselves, and I’ve begun to try harder to do the same.

It’s entirely possible that we go through life without really seeing things clearly -- ourselves, others, and 
the environment around us. Our vision has been influenced by our own self-interest, fears, desires, and 
needs, causing us to see life through “distorted lenses.” We see ourselves as better -- or worse -- than 
we really are. We misunderstand the motives and actions of the people around us. We see our envi-
ronment incorrectly, perceiving obstacles as greater than they are, or believing ourselves to be more 
secure and safe than we truly are. We even see the past through distorted lenses, believing that things 
were a whole lot better (or a whole lot worse) than they were. 

I think we also fail to see God for who God truly is. Left to our own devices, we don’t notice the ways 
that God is working in the events of our lives: the ways in which God is caring for us even in the most 
difficult circumstances, the ways that God has empowered us to change these circumstances, and how 
God is simply present with us in the good and bad moments we live through. We also fail to see the 
ways in which our own actions, when they are contrary to the will of God, hurt other people and grieve 
the heart of God.

When we have communion with God in worship, prayer, and study we, in effect, present ourselves and 
our circumstances to God. In doing so, if we are lucky, God will respond by opening our eyes. With a 
new vision of ourselves and those around us, we can make a different assessment of our conditions. 
God can reveal to us that God has always been there protecting and guiding us – all of us –and this 
can give us the capacity to praise God even in our places of hurt. When God allows us to see ourselves 
more clearly, we can realize that the problem is not someone else, but ourselves, and that God is trans-
forming us. When we begin to see others as God sees them, then, with this clearer sight, what once 
was anger or humiliation can be transformed into empathy. 

Seeing more clearly can change the way we think, the things we say, and the way we act. Seeing more 
clearly can change us, our country, and our world. It may not change everyone, but it can change every-
thing.
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March 1 Eugene Alford
March 1 Yanira Rodriguez
March 1 Peter Zuidema
March 2 Geraldine Palacios Cortez
March 2 Charles Williams
March 3 Cindy MacIntyre
March3 Tyler Smith
March 7 Charles Dodd
March 9 Christian Knudsen
March 10 Lynn Rohrs
March 10 Heather Wishart-Smith
March 11 Alessandra Nider
March 12 Natalie Kupczyk
March 13 Glenda Farciert
March 14 Mai Lan Smith
March 17 Mariah Ortiz
March 18 Elizabeth Bamford
March 19 Robert Schrum
March 21 Mehdi Farzad
March 21 Christopher Stuard
March 22 Paige Medley
March 22 Elizabeth Rugaber
March 23 Mia Giacomo
March 23 Benjamin Kupczyk
March 23 Easter Thompson
March 24 Jennifer Weger
March 26 Elizabeth Corley
March 26 Lisa Doelp
March 26 George Gillette
March 26 Kathy Zucca
March 27 Simon Kupczyk
March 30 Brad Bergmann
March 30 Amy Whitworth

March Birthdays Parish Staff
The Rev Anne Turner ................................................................Rector
    (rector@gracealex.org)
The Rev Nina Bacas ...................................Interim Associate Rector
     (nina.bacas@gracealex.org)
Patti Culbreth ................................Head of Grace Episcopal School
     (pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Kevin Hamilton ..............................................Director of Operations
     (kevin.hamilton@gracealex.org)
Samantha Scheff ..........................................................Music Director
    (samantha.scheff@gracealex.org)
Mary Cyrus ...................................................Financial Administrator
    (financial.admin@gracealex.org)
The Rev Jeremy Means-Koss ....................................Priest Associate
Paul Evans ........................................... Seminarian (pevans@vts.edu)
Santana Alvarado ................Communications Specialist (part time)
      (communications.specialist@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez ....................................................................... Sexton
Amorita Quintanilla ...............................................Sexton (part time)
Ben Strohl .......................................... Facilities Manager (part time)

Vestry
Officers
Dan Pattarini ..............................................................Senior Warden
Alison Campbell ........................................................ Junion Warden
Jenny Cline ..............................................................................Register
Evan Robinson ..................................................................... Treasurer
Elizabeth Legere .....................................................Member at Large
Class of 2022
Ford Chinworth ............................Vestry Lead Pastoral Care Team 
     /GES Board Member
Alison Campbell .........................................................Junior Warden
Jenny Cline .............................................................................Registrar
Erin Kelly ........................................... Vestry Lead  Education Team
Stephanie Reed ......................................Vestry Lead Worship Team 
Class of 2023
Elizabeth Legere .....................................................Member at Large
Carlos Arboleda .................................................. Assistant Treasurer
Tracy Enger ........................................Vestry Lead Fellowship Team
Robby Schrum.................................. Vestry Lead Evangelism Team
Evan Robinson ................................Treasurer/GES Board Member 
Class of 2024
Bill Malone ....................................  Vestry Lead Stewardship Team
Lauren Gustafson ...................................... Vestry Lead Youth Team
Rushad Thomas ......................Vestry Lead Communications Team 
Mary Hix .............................................  Vestry Lead Outreach Team
Dan Pattarini ..............................................................Senior Warden

Parish Team Leaders
Jen Pease .............................................. Parish Lead Outreach Team
Cindy MacIntyre ..............................Parish Lead Evangelism Team
Liz Rugaber ............................ Parish Lead Communications Team
Geoff Whitlock ............................... Parish Lead Stewardship Team
Lisa Bellantoni ...................................Parish Lead Education Team
John Boris .................................... Parish Lead Pastoral Care Team
Lynn Rohrs ........................................Parish Lead Fellowship Team


