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Trunk or Treat Stripping the Altar on Maundy Thursday — all appointments and linens are removed from the altar and 
chancel before the altar is scrubbed  in preparation for Good Friday. 
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From the Rector
Dear Friends in Christ,

I have spent a great deal of time in this past week planning liturgy.  This 
is not unusual for a priest in the latter days of Lent.  But the task has 
unusual intensity this year.  We are planning Holy Week culminating 
in an Easter Vigil in the nave of Grace Church for the first time in three 
years.  After so much discontinuity—pandemic, clergy and lay staff 
changes, transforming social and political events—we are once again 
celebrating the eternal truth of new life through the ancient liturgy of 
the church.

How does this make you feel?

It would not surprise me if your emotions are mixed.  There is no way 
to look back at the last three years without acknowledging loss, suffer-

ing, pain, and brokenness.  We don’t have to pretend it’s been OK or, indeed, that our lives are OK now.

I am grateful that the liturgy of this season allows ample room for lament.  I encourage you to come 
and experience the range of human emotion.  Palm Sunday speaks of hope and disappointment.  
Maundy Thursday tells us about connection, sacrifice, and betrayal.  Good Friday makes room for 
trauma.  Holy Saturday teaches us about numbness and emptiness.

We can’t get around these feelings.  The only way past them is through them.

And yet,  lament is not the end of our Christian story.  Joy is.  This is the promise of Easter and the 
promise of our faith.  And so, I invite you to come here not only to give space to the pain, but to plant a 
stake in the territory of joy.  Because joy is not only an emotion.  It is also a choice and a practice.

I was astonished to discover, out of the separation of COVID, that five adults had come forward for 
baptism in this season (four at the Vigil, and one later in Eastertide).  The commitment to baptism is a 
choice for new life.  It is a practice of joy.

When one person is baptized, of course, we all renew our vows.  We all can wash ourselves in joy again 
in this season.  My hope is that Grace will be a well for you, a source of new life.  I hope our liturgy, our 
works of justice and mercy, our curiosity, and our mutual love will give you what you need.

We go through the water.  But we come out the other side to a place of refreshment.

    Yours in Christ,       
       Anne+

The Rev Anne Turner, Rector
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Ordination of Deacons
On March 5, 2022, Paul Evans and Julius (“Julie”) Rodriguez were among the nine ordained into the Transitional 
Deaconate at The Falls Church.  Grace Church was well represented as presenters, choisters, and preacher. The 
photos capture some of the majesty of the service.   
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Paul Evan’s Presenters came largely from  his parish 
in Richmond, Holy Trinity. 

A large cotingent of Grace Church members pre-
sented Julie: Paul Bellantoni, John Berry, Mike Jones, 

Lynn Rohrs, Lorna Worley, and The Rev’d Anne 
Turner, who also preached the sermon. Mike Jones 

was also an Oblation Bearer

Ordination of Deacons (continued)
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A Holy Lent for Children and Youth

During Lent, the La Gracia congregation has maintained the tradition 
of “Via Crucis” (The Way of the Cross) followed by a “cenita” (a simple 
supper). Many members of the congregation participate in this Friday 
night service. Parishioners take turns reading the stations and carry-
ing the heavy cross. At the “cenita”, all the children (and some adults) 
enjoy the delicious food and make Lenten crafts! At this year’s Easter 
Vigil, two new adult members of the La Gracia congregation will be 
baptized by Bishop Goff. The La Gracia congregation remains vibrant 
and growing! 

The Rev. Nina Bacas
Interim Associate Rector

Children and youth in Grace Sunday School have been busy this Lent. Not only have they been en-
gaging with Lenten disciplines, many are also preparing for the baptism or confirmation! Our youth 
confirmands went on retreat to Shrine Mont in March. They spent their time in fellowship, personal 
reflection and group discussion. It was a gorgeous weekend to be at Shrine Mont and we enjoyed every 
minute! 

Left : one of the cenita 
treats.

Right: La Gracia’s 
Way of the Cross

Left : Shrine Mont in 
March
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In Sunday School, 1st-5th graders have been helping others through hands-on projects. They have made 
sandwiches for the Brown Bag Lunch program, layered dessert cups for Carpenter’s Shelter, and assem-
bled goodie bags of little toys and treats for the children who come to the Grace Food Pantry. It has been 
reported that the children’s eyes lit up when receiving the dessert cups and goodie bags! 

Left: Some younger 
membars prepare 

for the sacrament of 
baptism through Godly 

Play storytelling. 

A Holy Lent for Children and Youth (continued)
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In EYC, Col. Blair Sokol facilitated a lunch between Grace youth and three newly arrived Afghan refu-
gee high schoolers. There were plenty of good exchanges, and all have now seen each other on the 
high school campus. Many thanks to our EYC group for their wonderful ministry of friendship and 
welcome! 
 
Finally, Grace’s Wednesday night Lenten series continues to be a family-friendly gathering. After the 
simple supper of soup, sandwiches and fruit, all children come to the St. Luke Room for crafts with Lisa 
Bellantoni and other Sunday School teachers. Lisa’s lessons and creativity with crafts never disappoint!

At Grace we have so much to be thankful 
for.  I am especially thankful for the energy 
of our children’s and youth programs!
 
Mother Nina

A Holy Lent for Children and Youth (continued)
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Vestry View – March 2022
“If Everybody Did”

One of the things I miss most about having small children is reading. I must con-
fess, I think I read much more often when every night of my life involved reading 
at bedtime with my children. 

And maybe the difference between the depth and complexity of discourse be-
tween our clergy and this senior warden is clearly seen in that the best treatise 
on morality that you’re going to get from me involves my commending to you a 
children’s book.☺

Dan Pattarini
Senior Warden

I don’t know that I do too many things deliberately, and I struggle to even wonder if that’s a good or bad 
thing or just who I am. But, I will say that as I imagine and live my service to Grace  this year, I’ve been 
deliberate in internalizing and acting on the defining notion of “Broadening.” As I’ve developed this nar-
rative, that notion has come to mean broadening the membership of parish by looking for ways to invite 
others to Grace.

But, of late, I’ve come to embrace another sense of internal broadening within the Parish… a notion that 
just as we seek to invite newcomers to join us, we should look inside our church to invite those already 
part of the Grace community to try something new, participate once again, embrace an interesting as-
pect of our church life… a broadening appeal from within our midst. 

And just like every good (my adjective) conversation with Dan Pattarini we meander back to the wonder-
ful children’s book by Jo Ann Stover – “If Everybody Did.” The premise of the book is simple. An illustra-
tion of a small, everyday kind of action or event on the first page and an illustration of the consequences 
of “If Everybody Did” on the next page. 

One set of muddy footprints tracked into the house isn’t so bad… but “If Everybody Did”; one chewing 
gum wrapper tossed on the sidewalk seems insignificant… but “If Everybody Did”; or one person stop-
ping to help someone do yard work… “If Everybody Did” You get the idea. 

I loved reading that book to my children because it reinforced the truth that even the smallest actions 
are important in both positive and negative ways. We might not think that, especially if we are a small 
child. But everything we do makes a difference, even something we might believe to be profoundly insig-
nificant. 

So here are a couple illustrations for you to imagine 
– a person giving an old friend a hug (in a Covid safe 
way of course); someone spending 20 minutes a 
week volunteering at their church; cooking a meal for 
a neighbor in need; donating a gently worn pair of 
shoes to a refugee; living as a witness to the power of 
God’s love.

If Everybody Did.

In peace, service and love,

-Dan
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Spotlight on Our Handbell Choir
Bells were first played in China during the Bronze Age, around 
3000 B.C. These early ancestors of the bells we know today were 
likely gourds or shells and were struck on the side with a stick to 
produce sound. They served important roles in communication 
for warning of dangers or emergencies. Eventually by the 16th 
Century, bells would be made much larger and hung up in tow-
ers so they could be heard from further away. In England, there 
developed an art in ringing these tower bells, which is called 
change ringing. Each ringer would control one bell and ring in 
different sequences; all bells were rung once before any were 
repeated. This took a lot of rehearsal time to perfect, and there 
were some major logistical issues. The noise permeated all over 
town for hours while they rehearsed, and bell towers can be 
quite uncomfortable in harsh weather. To practice more easily, 
smaller bells that could be held by hand were invented. Over 
time, ringing handbells would take on a life of its own. Handbell 

Samantha Scheff
Director of Music

music was brought to America in the 19th century and has been a staple of church music in many dif-
ferent denominations since then. 

At Grace, our handbell choir is made up of a small but mighty crew that are dedicated to using these 
musical instruments in our worship. Alison Kindler, Amanda Fowler, Marilyn Hernwall, and Eleanor 
Reed rehearse every week and play in worship at least once a month. Ringing handbells is hard work! 
The larger bells can be quite heavy and sometimes a ringer will be responsible for 3-4 bells in one 
piece of music. It also takes a lot of concentration to sort out which notes are yours and to be focused 
on counting! This year, we are especially excited to be welcoming the bell choir to join in the music 
making on Easter Day and help us make a joyful noise! Thank you to all the members of the bell choir 
for their passion, dedication, and persevering even when the music is hard at first. They are one im-
portant part in the wonderful mosaic that is music ministry at Grace. 
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Just back from a rejuvenating Spring Break, our students are ready to settle 
into a wonderful season filled with learning, love and laughter.  Warm tem-
peratures allow for lots of outdoor play and socialization -- an important 
anecdote to winter and covid restrictions.  The Easter Season reminds us 

From the School

Patti Culbreth
Head of School

Grace Episcopal School

of God’s many blessings in our lives -- to include an 
incredible school community.  This season of rebirth 
reminds us to look forward with eagerness and an-
ticipation.  We had another record admissions sea-
son and have nearly met our goal of 110 students 
for the 22-23 school year.  We have limited spaces 
available in preschool, third, fourth and fifth grades 
if you know of a family who might be interested.  
If so, please have them reach out to admissions@
graceschoolalex.org.
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During the past few months, Grace Church and School have been 
developing a “Reserve Study” to better plan for major infrastruc-
ture projects and significant capital expenses for the near and 
medium-term.  This study is now identifying:

• Major infrastructure projects and/or expensive equipment 
for both Grace Episcopal Church and Grace Episcopal School; 

• When the component or equipment was placed in service 
(or significantly refurbished); 

• Projected remaining lifespan; and 
• Estimated cost for replacement or comprehensive repair.

On-going repairs, replacement, and upgrades for the parking lot, 
drainage, and concrete work, slated for completion this summer, 
provide an excellent example of such a project.  When final-
ized, the reserve study will provide a tailored roadmap of major 
infrastructure and capital expenditures for the next 10-20 years, 
including target dates for key projects and funding requirements 

Reserve Study — Update

Evan Robinson
Treasurer

blocked out over time.  Many of these projects will be shared 50-50 between Grace School and Church, 
based on the Cost-Share Agreement, and both the Vestry and School Board have endorsed the work 
carried out thus far and proposed next steps. 
 
The first phase of the study, now nearing completion, has been focused on in-house research, and has 
benefited greatly from the dedicated work and extensive materials compiled by previous junior and 
senior wardens, treasurers, property committees, and staffs of both church and school.  The next phase 
will include executive level review and likely engagement of a professional reserve study company or 
construction engineer/architect (with requisite credentials), to provide a formal, objective, professional 
assessment, and recommendations for the way ahead.  
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 Building and Facilities Matters
The capital improvement projects approved by the Vestry in December 
have begun! Some of the prep work for the parking lot redo has just hap-
pened. As we prepare to replace and fix problems under the current park-
ing lot, one of the issues is the back corner where the dumpsters live. The 
asphalt approaching that area was horribly rutted from the trucks driving 
over it. We have replaced that asphalt with a reinforced concrete pad so 
that we will not deal with this issue once the new parking lot is in place. 

We’ve also heard the concerns about the approach to the glass doors in the 
parking lot and we have added an ADA curb cut to provide a straight shot 
from the parking lot to the doors. This work took place last week while the 
Grace School was on Spring Break since the parking lot would be nearly 
empty. Cones are in place until the concrete is fully cured, so please be 

Alison Campbell
Junior Warden

mindful and avoid those areas.

The major parking lot work will take place this summer, beginning in mid-July. The current asphalt will 
be removed, a drain will be installed under the parking lot to take the water that pools on the side near 
the building away and underground, so that we won’t have the winter ice-skating rinks in the corners of 
the parking lot. Once all of the underground and grading work is done, the new asphalt will be set and 
lined, and our parking lot should give us another 30 years of service.

Once school is out for the summer, which is not really that far away, and the summer camp has finished 
their time in the building, the big work inside begins! The new partition for the auditorium is on order 
and it will be installed in early August. The school has asked permission to paint and re-carpet their 
areas in Merrow Hall, as they undergo recertification during the 2022-2023 school year. As the school 
does this, the church is assessing which areas we might paint and re-carpet at the same time as part 
of the same project. We have a few locations that require new carpet, like the .5” to 1” gap across the 
Rector’s office where one string of carpet caught and created a crater. The St. Mark Room is one of our 
most used small rooms and the walls really need some tender loving care. We are looking at each space 
and scrutinizing what work needs to be done, and what work can wait. 

We use our building, we love our building, and sometimes we need to refresh, renew and replace 
in some of our most loved areas. We have chosen carpet and paint that complement what we have 
now so that while there may be a slight 
change between existing and new areas, 
the look will remain cohesive.

We have a lot of exciting things happen-
ing. I think these things will help us look 
forward to who we are becoming and 
make our space as warm and welcoming 
as we are able. There will undoubtedly 
be some inconveniences as some of the 
work is done. I ask for everyone’s under-
standing and look to the future with me 
to a time when we can further enjoy the 
space we have and remain good stewards 
of the bounty with which we have been 
blessed. 
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Kevin Hamilton
Director of Operations

Behind the Scenes at Grace
Meet some of the behind-the-scenes team who keep our campus in great 
shape!

Pedro Hernandez has been a part of the Grace Church staff for over 16 years! 
His dedication speaks for itself through the quality of his work.  Overseeing the 
general cleanliness of the campus, Pedro serves as our full-time Sexton.  Work-
ing an afternoon/evening schedule, Pedro ensures that the building is properly 
cared for by cleaning the facility from the day’s use and prepping it for the next 
day’s events.  Pedro also interacts with some of our outside groups to ensure 
building safety is paramount when outside meetings are held on our campus. In 
addition to these tasks, Pedro provides loving care of our Columbarium space, 
assisting with inurnments and can also be found putting up seasonal banners! 
Grace is not just a workplace for Pedro. He and his wife Bernarda are very active 

in the lay leadership of our Spanish speaking congregation, La Gracia.  Both Pedro and Bernarda have a 
heart for helping others and often work with clergy in outreach and care ministries for those connected 
to La Gracia.  If you see Pedro in the halls of Grace, would you join me in thanking him for his wonderful 
care of our campus?

Amorita Quintanilla is our Sunday Sexton.  She can be found 
walking the campus on Sundays where she handles all the sex-
ton duties for that day.  Amorita has been a part of the Grace 
staff for four years, coming to Grace through our Trunk or Treat 
event.  After being introduced to the church through that out-
reach event, she joined the staff as our Sunday Sexton. 

When Amorita isn’t ensuring that Grace is clean amidst the 
hustle and bustle of Sunday events, she can be found in local 
neighborhoods with her youngest of four, Mikey, at her side 
as she shows him what serving others looks like. From holiday 
drives to back-to-school supplies, Amorita is constantly striv-
ing to help meet needs and positively impact the lives of young 
children in nearby communities, especially those who may not 
receive much positive reinforcement at home.  If you happen 
to pass by Amorita on a Sunday, feel free to let her know how 
much you appreciate her hard work! 

Ben Strohl is our part time Facilities Manager.  Through a partnership 
with Grace School, Ben’s many talents and skills are shared with the 
church on a parttime basis.  Ben has a background in plumbing and 
heating that started in his family’s plumbing business.  He also has 
training and experience in HVAC, Mechanical, and electrical fields.  
Ben works closely with me and Alison Campbell, Junior Warden, on 
building related matters.  

Ben is involved in projects that impact the campus in both large and 
small ways, including a lead role in the Capital Improvements taking 
place this summer with the parking lot work.  Ben’s talents and skills 
are impressive, but so is his care for the students of Grace School.  On 

Pedro and Bernarda Hernandez

Amorita Quntanila and son

(continued on page 17)
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Saint Patrick’s Day you will find Mr. Strohl decked out in green and at Hal-
loween time he may transform from Facilities Manager to Buzz Lightyear, 
a feat that seemed to really impress some first and second graders dur-
ing the parade.
When I reached out to Patti Culbreth, the Head of Grace School, to see if 
she would like to share any thoughts on Ben and his work, she had this 
to say, “Ben is a valuable team member for the school.  Although he has 
many talents that serve our numerous facility needs (plumbing, electri-
cal, HVAC, etc.), other gifts include his kind heart and willingness to serve 
the students.  You can find him helping in the car line (where he always 
has a treat for a pet), supervising recess or lunch and attending our cha-
pel service.  Our students love Mr. Strohl.”

Ben has been on staff with the school for three years. Ben enjoys spend-
ing time with his wife Glenda, their 12-year-old daughter, and two 
beagles that are furry members of the family!  

If you are on the church campus on a weekday and happen to see Ben, 
feel free to thank him for all of his work each and every day.

Candidates for Confirmation or Baptism
John Hall: Donna and I got married in an Episcopal church 
nearly 34 years ago, although I was baptized and raised 
in a Baptist church.  Our two children--Savannah (22) and 
Stewart (19)--were baptized and confirmed at Grace.  Now 
that we’ve been going to Grace for nearly 23 years, I think 
it’s time that I made a mature public affirmation of my 
faith, and I cannot think of a better time to do this than 
during the Easter Vigil at Grace.

Kevin  Efrian Hernandez

Kevin  Hernandez: The thing I like the most from LaGracia and 
the prep process is that everyone is so welcoming

(continued on page 18)

John Hall and his wife Donna

Ben Strohl
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Christian Scott Knudsen:  I went to Tulane University for 
a BA in Economics and Southwest Texas State University 
for an MBA.  I met my wife Jennifer and moved to North-
ern Virginia 25 years ago.  We were married a year later at 
Grace Church.  I have been involved with the J2A confirma-
tion class and have been inspired to get confirmed myself.  
Participating with me in some of our key ministries at Grace, 
such as counting, food pantry, and youth ministries, would 
be the greatest support our congregation could give.

Scott Knudsen and his wife Jen Pease

Lilo Hernanddez: I am a dental assistant, I have been as-
sisting for 5 years and I love my job! I’ve always said that if 
I could help people get a bit closer to their dream smile, I’d 
feel like I achieved something. I am getting baptized because 
I finally feel like I found a church community that embodies 
my faith in the Lord. Thank you La Gracia , 

Lilian Elizabeth Hernandez Caseres

Joshua Keyser:  I sought out 
Grace because I was look-
ing for somewhere to finally 
officially join the Episcopal 
Church. I’ve been so pleased to 
find that everyone at Grace has 
been very kind, and I’ve really 
enjoyed the thoughtful discus-
sions in confirmation class.

Joshua Blake Keyser

Chinngis Amarburen: I like Grace church because of the 
accepting and nurturing nature the congregation and 

clergy have. The preparation has been insightful and I’m 
looking forward to being baptized!

Candidates for Confirmation or Baptism
(continued from page 17)
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Grace Care Team – Refugee Ministry Update 
As many of you know, a small group of parishioners has been actively engaged 
in supporting Afghan families settling in Alexandria as an extension of the 
Christ Church Refugee Ministry (CCRM). The Grace “Care Teams” began work-
ing about two months ago in support of one family and just like “fishes and 
loaves” we have expanded our support by taking on two additional families. 
The two new families actually form one larger family unit connected by adult 
siblings. The group of 13 originally shared a three-bedroom apartment but, 
thankfully, each family now enjoys their own space. 

Our Care Teams continue to provide lots of assistance to these families who 
arrived here at the end of last summer with the proverbial “clothes on their 
back”. We have been overwhelmed by the kindness and generosity of our 
church and gratified to be part of a larger network here in Alexandria which 

Dan Pattarini
Grace Care Team 

member

includes Christ Church, Immanuel on the Hill, 
Rock Springs Unified Congregational Church 
(Arlington) and most recently St. Paul’s in Old 
Town. 

For those of you interested in knowing more 
about how this ministry functions, you’ll be 
pleased to learn that this program functions 
with no overhead or administrative costs 
because Christ Church covers 100% the salary 
of two full time staff. The rest of the work is 
accomplished by a dedicated team of volun-
teers. The special design of the CCRM and its 
Care Team model allows for large scale finan-
cial support for refugee families to come from 
the CCRM professional staff while much of the 
lower cost but higher contact support comes 

With support from the Christ Church Refugee Ministry/
Grace Care Team, an Afghan girl accompanied by her dad 

starts school at Francis Hammond  in Alexandria

from the Care Teams. Helping families with 
forms, driving someone to a doctor’s appoint-
ment, explaining the school system, and help-
ing to find donations of household goods are 
all common functions of a Care Team. 

In the most general terms, the work of this 
ministry is a natural extension of the Grace 
Outreach ministry, and it is a ministry that 
can use a wide range of talents to allow for 
anyone at Grace to make a meaningful con-
tribution. It is incredibly fulfilling service that 
makes a huge difference in the lives of others. 
At times, it can be hard not to focus on the 

(continued on page 20)
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Express Your Support for the People of Ukraine
Copies of this beautiful “solidarity card” with Ukraine will be available to all for the following two 
Sundays.  Look for them at coffee hour, in the narthex and in the church office. If you are so inspired, 
put your thoughts and prayers for Ukraine -- refugees and those still facing war in Ukraine -- on the 
backside.  This can be a family project  as well.  All cards will be collected and brought to the Ukrainian 
Embassy as a reflection of the support of individual Americans for their struggle.

sadness, loss, and despair that our Afghan families have suffered but our Care Teams are often remind-
ed of the hope and happiness that we are helping to make manifest among the families we serve. 

If you are interested in learning more about the Grace Church Care Teams, please contact Dan Pattarini, 
John Berry, Breen Schrum, Ann Korky or Blair Sokol. A huge thank you for so many in the Grace commu-
nity that have already made contributions in support of this ministry and to those of you who will do so 
now and in the future.
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Why Grace?
January 2015 found Karen and me off on 
a new adventure, the U.S. Foreign Service. 
It was an exciting time, but one that left 
us with a good deal of questions about 
our future and where we would find a 
“home.” Fortunately, our time with the 
U.S. Army had rewarded us with many 
friends in the Washington, D.C. area.  
Among them was the Pattarini clan, with 
whom we had worshipped at St. John’s 
Church in Cairo, Egypt.

When we came to the area, they imme-
diately invited us to attend Grace Church 

with them. We immediately found a warm, welcoming congregation accustomed to having members 
that came and went, mostly at the whim of the U.S. Government.

Over the ensuing seven years we have served in Nigeria, the Dominican Republic, Morocco, and the 
United Kingdom. However, during all those travels we have remained members of Grace, not so much 
in the temporal sense of being on the roster and making our pledges, but we have felt a member of the 
corporate body as evidenced by the cards and letters we have received over the years.

When we returned from Nigeria in the summer of 2017 the congregation made sure we knew about 
and were able to find an always hard-to-find space at Shrine Mont.  The Follies that year were the birth-
place of Karen’s ambition to be in the Altar Guild.

Grace continued to support and nurture us as Karen made her own transition to the Foreign Service, 
leading to challenging geographical separations for us. As she worked in Virginia to prepare for overseas 
work including learning French, our church family at Grace, especially the Robinsons, made sure she 
was welcome and able to get to Grace on Sundays.

The pandemic found us in separate cities unable to see each other. However Grace continued to sus-
tain us, both as a couple and individually.  The online services created to help the church locally really 
resulted in an extension throughout the world.

When we knew that we would be spending more time in the DC area, we decided to buy a home; one 
of our top three criteria was proximity to Grace. We now live within walking distance of the church near 
our dear friends, the Pattarinis.

We look forward to many more years as part of the Grace congregation.

Eric Coulson Karen Coulson
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Candidates for Bishop Announced
After neaely a year of prayer, discernment, WAY too many ZOOM calls, 
and a lot of hard work, I am pleased to share with the Grace Parish Com-
munity the slate of nominees for the XIV Bishop of Virginia. 

The Rev. Joseph Hensley, Rec-
tor, St. George’s Church, Fred-
ericksburg, VA

The Rev. Canon Alan James, In-
terim Canon Missioner Diocese 
of Western Michigan

The Very Rev. Gideon Pollach, 
Rector, St. John’s Church, Cold 
Spring Harbor, NY

The Rev. Canon Mark Steven-
son, Canon to the Presiding 
Bishop for Ministry within the 
Episcopal Church

Rsushad Thomas
Search Committee

A Meet and Greet event will be held at St. John’s in McLean on Satur-
day, May 21 from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm to provide an opportunityi to 
meet and interact with the nominees.
 
A Special Convention, called by Bishop Goff, will be held on Saturday, 
June 4th at St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School in Alexandria, VA. Con-
vention attendance is limited to voting delegates. The event will be live-
streamed.  Liz Rugaber and Doug Prince will attend to cast their vote on 
behalf of the parish.

May
21

Meet and 
Greet

June
4

Election

December
3

Ordination 
and 

Consecration
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It’s hard not to like a book by an Episcopalian Bishop who admits, 
up front, that his decision to become an Episcopalian at age ten 
involved a bit of bribery and vanity.

Bishop John Krumm, who died at age 80 in 1995, obviously enjoys 
beginning his book, “Why Choose The Episcopal Church,” with the 
delightful story of his religious convictions, confusions, decisions 
and temptations—all at age 10!-- when he was a dutiful, if bored, 
Missouri Synod Lutheran Sunday School boy. He recalls that his re-
ligious experience involved memorizing large portions of Luther’s 
Small Catechism (shades of my own Lutheran youth!) and was 
allowed to worship in the church proper only once! His Method-
ist and Episcopalian friends invited him to their Sunday Schools. 
Eventually the Episcopalians won out when they asked young John 
to join the newly formed boys’ choir which was rehearsing for the 
Christmas Eve service (he liked to sing) and added the exciting 
bribe/reward of a trip to San Francisco.

 Bishop Krumm describes that experience: “I was immediately 
Barbara Morris

glamorized by the Episcopal Church. Getting “dressed up” in vestments appealed to my vanity. Our de-
but performance on Christmas Eve was a whole new revelation of what going to church might mean. It 
was a dramatic and awesome experience, and even though the trip to San Francisco never materialized, 
I was hopelessly and irrevocably intrigued by my new church connection.”

The Rector must have seen the possibilities in John 
for he invited him to confirmation class. Months later, 
when the confirming Bishop laid his hands on young 
John’s head, he “felt something very important was 
happening…the chain of laying on of hands.” As he 
knelt at the altar rail that Sunday morning he felt “part 
of something very ancient.”

     The Bishop’s description of that event reminded 
me of something he had written early in the book 
that truly reverberated with me. He said, “since wor-
ship is something offered to God and not something 
primarily designed to induce religious experiences in 
the worshipper, an Episcopalian is mercifully relieved 
of the appalling responsibility of trying to feel pious 
and spiritual. He acknowledges that, of course, he has 
occasional unexpected sentiments such as that first 
one as a boy at the altar rail, but he believes they are 
incidental to the main business of worship. I re-read 
that paragraph twice. What a forgiving concept!

 That wasn’t the only part that I read twice. I read 
with a yellow marker in my hand and enthusiastically 
highlighted the important parts. By the time I finished 
the book, it looked like a solid block of gold. All that 

Why Choose the Episcopal Church?
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highlighting and writing in black ink in the margins added at least a half pound to its weight. (By the 
way, I read the 1957 edition which weighs about 7 ounces. The book has since been revised and now 
weighs 10 pounds! Ouch.)

For me, the “miracle” of this book is the story of how a little boy who was unusually thoughtful, per-
ceptive, insightful and sensitive went on to become a Bishop and write this book that introduced me 
to new ideas, confirmed and strengthened my faith and invited me to explore areas that I thought I 
knew—but he offered new insights, as, for example, how he made me look at the Book of Common 
prayer which I have been using, probably in a far too casual way, for years. Bishop Krumm introduced 
me to it in a new light. He writes:”….the Book of Common Prayer is the richest treasure house of Chris-
tian devotion and piety. If I had to name one single reason why I became an Episcopalian and stayed 
an Episcopalian, it would be the Book of Common Prayer and its universal acceptance in the Anglican 
Community as a basis for Christian life and worship.”

One of the Bishop’s statements that made me stop—actually, it made me stop, look, listen and think!—
is that it is pompous and foolish and unchristian to assume the only authentic Christian experience is to 
be found in the Episcopal church. Remember, he cautions, that

Episcopalians are largely people who came to it from other religious traditions, which must be respect-
ed—as his “healthy and mature respect for Luther’s theology, but its excitement and relevancy did not 
quite “reach” him in his “rather boring years of Sunday School.”  

For me, “Why Choose The Episcopal Church”  has been a page turner. (1) Bishop Krumm is a very fine 
writer. His words are lively and full of imagery; (2) He’s realistic. He acknowledges the church’s and 
Episcopalians’ weaknesses and failings; (3) He introduces fascinating subjects such as the co-existence 
of freedom and authority within the church and, especially resonante with me, the church’s apprecia-
tion of intellect and reason. He argues that the church must take a stand at the risk of controversy and 
speak out on the social and political issues of the day.

Although, to the best of my recollection, Bishop Krumm doesn’t describe the day he was ordained or 
consecrated as Bishop,  I suspect he may have had spiritual feelings similar to those of his confirmation 
day, when, as a young boy, he knelt at the altar rail for the first time and felt  that at that moment he 
became part of something important. Something ancient—the chain of laying on of hands. Something 
ancient. And enduring.
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June Huber

Grace-Ful Worship
Give Thanks for the Wonders of Life
Are you having one of those days? I certainly have them now and then, when 
nothing seems to go right.  If I let myself get bogged down with something 
that isn’t going well, I get anxious. When I get anxious, my muscles get tense. 
This is a bad thing for me, because it aggravates my chronic neck and shoul-
der pain. 

There are two things I should do when this happens. First, I should ask for 
help – something that I’m admittedly not good at. And second, I should 
pause, take some deep breaths, and then think of something positive – like 
things I’m grateful for. Stopping to feel a moment of gratitude for the many 

small miracles of life can be just what I need to “reset” my day.

Many of us begin our days with a long list of things we need to do to keep our lives running smoothly, 
but we rarely take time to note all the things we don’t need to do. For example, we don’t need to figure 
out how to breathe. We don’t need to find a way to make sure the earth continues to revolve around 
the sun. We don’t need to concentrate to ensure that our heart continues to beat. All these things, and 
many more, take care of themselves without our having to think or do anything at all. This is the God-
given miracle of life here on earth. 

Beyond the wonders of the natural world, we have the wonders of human-created conditions such as 
indoor plumbing, electricity, automobiles, airplanes, telephones, and the Internet. Someone living just 
a hundred years ago would be overwhelmed by the ease with which we can communicate with people 
all over the world. Every day, millions of us jump on airplanes and fly to distant locations in a matter 
of hours. If we have access to a computer, we can read obscure information about any subject, free of 
charge, at any time of the day or night. And yet, it’s only when one of these miraculous inventions fails 
that we notice it at all. God gave us the intelligence and creativity to make all this possible.

When you wake up tomorrow, take time to notice how many things are running smoothly, how many 
small miracles compose your day. If you wear glasses or contact lenses, take a moment to appreciate 
the fact that without them, you would be unable to see clearly. Your life would be entirely different 
if someone hadn’t invented corrective lenses. As you take in your world, you might feel a moment of 
gratitude for the basic fact that, once again, the sun has risen to illuminate the abundant earth, and 
the earth’s gravitational field holds you and all that you hold dear in a tight, life-affirming embrace. God 
made all this possible. 

Thanks be to God!
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April 1  Joseph Madigan
April 1  John Metz
April 3  Sean Kelly
April 3  Nancy Lorentz
April 5  Thomas Jardim
April 6  Kerry Broome
April 6  Mary Ann Ryan
April 6   Conway Zeigler
April 7  Eric Waskowicz
April 9  Savannah Hall
April 10 Jennifer Cline
April 10 Mary Stewart
April 12 Carl Dieterle
April 14 Whitney Bruch
April 14 Alexander Cline
April 15 Mike Hughes
April 16 Lisa Bellantoni
April 16 Katherine Berry
April 17 Molly Sim
April 18 Brian Foucart
April 18 William Phillips
April 20 Aleksandra Karamyshev
April 21 Landon Broome
April 21 Nora Lee Henderson
April 21 Barbara Morris
April 22 Miguel Ortiz
April 22 Amelia Pattarini
April 24 Peter Iovino
April 24 Maisie Lane
April 24 Charles Smith
April 26 Clara Hough
April 26 Ellen Rugaber
April 27 Caroline Beard
April 28 Donna Plunkett
April 28 Richard Smith
April 29 Susan Pease

April Birthdays Parish Staff
The Rev Anne Turner ................................................................Rector
    (rector@gracealex.org)
The Rev Nina Bacas ...................................Interim Associate Rector
     (nina.bacas@gracealex.org)
Patti Culbreth ................................Head of Grace Episcopal School
     (pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Kevin Hamilton ..............................................Director of Operations
     (kevin.hamilton@gracealex.org)
Samantha Scheff ..........................................................Music Director
    (samantha.scheff@gracealex.org)
Mary Cyrus ...................................................Financial Administrator
    (financial.admin@gracealex.org)
The Rev Jeremy Means-Koss ....................................Priest Associate
Paul Evans ........................................... Seminarian (pevans@vts.edu)
Santana Alvarado ................Communications Specialist (part time)
      (communications.specialist@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez ....................................................................... Sexton
Amorita Quintanilla ...............................................Sexton (part time)
Ben Strohl .......................................... Facilities Manager (part time)

Vestry
Officers
Dan Pattarini ..............................................................Senior Warden
Alison Campbell .........................................................Junior Warden
Jenny Cline ..............................................................................Register
Evan Robinson ..................................................................... Treasurer
Elizabeth Legere .....................................................Member at Large
Class of 2022
Ford Chinworth .......................... Vestry Lead Pastoral Care Team/ 
     GES Board Member
Alison Campbell .........................................................Junior Warden
Jenny Cline .............................................................................Registrar
Erin Kelly ........................................... Vestry Lead  Education Team
Stephanie Reed ......................................Vestry Lead Worship Team 
Class of 2023
Elizabeth Legere .....................................................Member at Large
Carlos Arboleda .................................................. Assistant Treasurer
Tracy Enger ........................................Vestry Lead Fellowship Team
Robby Schrum.................................. Vestry Lead Evangelism Team
Evan Robinson ................................Treasurer/GES Board Member 
Class of 2024
Bill Malone ....................................  Vestry Lead Stewardship Team
Lauren Gustafson ...................................... Vestry Lead Youth Team
Rushad Thomas ......................Vestry Lead Communications Team 
Mary Hix .............................................  Vestry Lead Outreach Team
Dan Pattarini ..............................................................Senior Warden

Parish Team Leaders
Jen Pease .............................................. Parish Lead Outreach Team
Cindy MacIntyre ..............................Parish Lead Evangelism Team
Liz Rugaber ............................ Parish Lead Communications Team
Geoff Whitlock ............................... Parish Lead Stewardship Team
Lisa Bellantoni ...................................Parish Lead Education Team
John Boris .................................... Parish Lead Pastoral Care Team
Lynn Rohrs ........................................Parish Lead Fellowship Team


