Grace Notes
May 2022 Edition, Grace Episcopal Church Magazine

The Lord is Risen, Indeed — Alleluia!!
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Hats Off!!! To the many who contributed photos to this
issue, capturing the magic of Grace during Holy Week
and Easter. Many thanks to Molly Sims, Chrissie Crosby,
Nancy Robinson, Mtr Nina Bacas, Morgan Miller, and
the streaming crews, especially Eleanor Reed, Vance
Allen, Jay Legere, and Brendan Means-Koss
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From the Rector

Dear Friends in Christ—

Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet. (Matthew 22:9)
At last month’s vestry meeting, Tracy Enger led the vestry in what was
(in my experience) an unusual exercise: teaching us how ask people to
do things. It’s something I thought I knew how to do because I do it
all the time. I ask my family to do things around the house. I ask my
friends to give me advice. I ask people to take on tasks great and small
around the church.
But what Tracy taught us about was not really asking. It was inviting.
She reminded us that when we make a request, our request starts with
The Rev Dr Anne Turner,
a vision of some good thing. We are opening the door to another perRector
son, welcoming them to share in that longed-for good.
One of her questions has stayed with me: What is the future you are committed to achieving?
This question can be a small one. (For example, I am committed to a future where we share the load of
household chores.) But it can also be really big.
And so I share it with you, to think about for this parish: What is the future you are committed to
achieving?
Grace Church is at yet another turning point. We have cared for one another well during the season
of pandemic. As we move through Eastertide, we have seen almost one entire year of worship back in
our nave. Our permanent staffing configuration is coming into focus. Our budget has been restored to
2019 levels and we are on solid financial footing.
Is this community back where it was in 2019? Of course not. But are we ready to commit to a new
future? I think the answer is yes.
And so I want to invite you to two disciplines:
•
•

Dream about the future. Get clear about what matters most to you. (Kids? Worship? Justice?
Community?). Know what future you want to commit yourself to.
Invite other people to it. Our vestry talked about trying to make at least one invitation each this
month. But you don’t have to be elected as a leader to make invitations. Get someone as enthusiastic as you are about forming children in Sunday School, making beauty by ringing handbells, feeding the hungry at the food pantry, or encouraging connection by creating hospitable fellowship.

I hope that in the coming year this parish can think more intentionally and systematically about our
future, revisiting our mission statement and articulating a vision for our future. But we don’t have to
wait. The future that we want is something we can commit to now, and it’s something we need to
share with one another.
					Yours in Christ,
								Anne+
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Palm Sunday -- Intergenerational Events

The day began with youth-focused activities — designing
eggs, and creating miniature crosses. Adults leading the
activities incuded Lisa Bellantoni, Cindy MacIntyre among
others .......
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Palm Sunday -- the Ambit
... It was a cold and blustery day — but the parish “walked the neighborhood” nonetheless.
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Palm Sunday -- Card Ministry, La Gracia at 8:45 am

Nancy Robinson’s wonderful card ministy sent
parish greetings to over 140 people.

8:45 am Eucharist for La Gracia
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Palm Sunday -- The Passion of Our Lord
“... Palm Sunday seems like a roller coaster, but upside down. We get on at the top, and then the Passion Narrative takes us on an emotional plunge into Holy Week...”
					
Mtr Nina’s Sermon

Monday, April 11 — Prayer Service for Ukraine
Candles were lit and prayers offered for the people of
Ukraine in a quiet musical setting...
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Wednesday, April 13 — Choral Tenebrae
A beautiful devotional service during which candles are gradually extinguished, until only one remains,
the Christ candle. It is carried from the Sanctuary; and following a loud noise -- the single candle is
returned. And the congregation leaves in silence.
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April 14 — Maundy Thursday
“Do this in remembrance of me. We hear that command from Jesus tonight. Keep this memory, he tells
his friends. And, indeed, he will soon be gone. Jesus’s
friends have loved him and will lose him, and the moment they shared will be in their hands alone.... Do this
in remembrance of me. We break the bread and now
again pour the wine. We tell the story again and again
so we will not forget it. We do it every time we come to
this altar.”
			Mother Anne’s Sermon

Washing the feet

The consecrated host is placed at
the Altar of Repose

		

Grace Notes May 2022 Page 9

April 15 — Noon Good Friday

The noon service centered on Stations of the Cross
and Adoration of the Cross. The next page shows
individual parishioners reflecting on the significance
of each station.

And during Lent, the La Gracia congregation gathered every Friday night for Via Crucis (Stations of the
Cross), followed by a cenita (simple supper) with Lenten crafts. It was such a joy to gather each week in this
way. La Gracia has chosen to make this a new tradition once per month! On the first Friday of every month,
the congregation plans to come together in the Nave for a meditation and prayer service, followed by a potluck supper with hands-on activities.
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Good friday Noon Service— Stations of the Cross
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Saturday April 16 — Easter Vigil, Confirmation, and Baptism

The Rt. Rev. Susan Ellyn
Goff Bishop of the Diocese of Virginia was the celebrant and preacher in this beautiful Vigil
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Saturday April 16 — Easter Vigil, Confirmation, and Baptism
Adult Baptisms
Chinggis Amarburen
Laura Wyman Edwards Epifanovskaya
Kevin Efrian Hernandez
Lilian Elizabeth Hernaandez Caseres
Child Baptisms
Ekaterina Edwards Epifanovskaya
Constantine Edwards Epifanovskaya
Victoria Edwards Epifanovskaya
Confirmation
Madeline Elizabeth Arnold
Jeffery Hudson Chiow
Samuel Thomas MacQuarrie Heaney
Kathryn Doro Lorentz
William Forest Reilly
John Brennen Ruff
Alexander Trevor Washington
Katherine Rose Winstead
Madeline Malcolm Wolcott
John Nelson Hall
Joshua Blake Keyser
Christian Scott Knudsen
Geoffrey Allen Whitlock
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Sunday April 17 — Children’s Service
The children’s service was held in the amphitheater at 9am
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After the service, the kids all enjoyed an Easter
Egg Hunt on the school playground — and the
Rector celebrated the joy of the day before retiring to prepare fot the 10:30 Easter service.
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Sunday April 17 — Easter Day Service

The finale to a magnificent Holy Week and Easter.. as always the congregation joined in singing
the Hallelujah Chorus
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Youth Pilgrimage 2022:
Glacier National Park and More

The Rev. Nina Bacas
Interim Associate Rector

On planes, trains, boats and automobiles, our youth are headed on
pilgrimage this June 26 to July 5th! Grace youth sought out this pilgrimage to be one that brings them close to God through experiences with
worship, nature and local cultural history. After flying into Chicago and
enjoying some sightseeing by boat, the group of seven teens and four
sponsors will jump on the Amtrak Historic Empire Builder sleeper train
for the three-day trip to Montana. In the Glacier National Park area,
they will experience their pilgrimage through hiking, kayaking and swimming, driving through the National Bison Ridge, visiting sacred spaces,
and worshipping at a nearby Episcopal Church. On July 4th, the group
will attend a Native American ceremony of the Blackfeet Nation and
learn about their relationship to Glacier Park. We give thanks to Grace
Church for all the support provided for this pilgrimage, and especially
for the church’s strong spiritual mentorship of our youth!

Chicago

National Bison Ridge

Empire Builder
Christ Church
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Vestry View – May 2022
“Courage”
In September of 2015, after returning from a one-year foreign service assignment to Iraq, I began almost eight months of studying French in preparation
for my follow-on assignment in Luxembourg. Tough life, I know. Well, there are
many people that have heard me speak French and just about as many who
wish they hadn’t. For some reason complex rules of grammar do not jibe well
with my brain. It was a painful eight months.
Dan Pattarini
Senior Warden

But…there is always a silver lining and for me it was the fact that there were
so many cognates in French and English. So many in fact that I would routinely stumble on the clever linguistic traps known as ‘false cognates.’ And just as often I would thank my
French instructors for their patience with me and for the kindness the French displayed in choosing to
adopt so many English words.
So where is all of this leading you were probably asking several sentences ago?
It’s leading to the French and English word Courage. A word that a young man and good friend of mine,
Mr. John Berry and his lovely wife Khacki are fond of using. But… and this might be sacrilegious coming
from an American, I prefer the way the French use the word. They use the word almost as a verb and
most certainly as an exhortation. “Bon Courage!” or just plain “Courage!” you will hear people shout,
declare, and speak. And to me… it always kind of felt like a couple of phrases I’ve known all my life
“Keep your chin up!” and “Hang in there!”
This is a wonderful example of the playfulness and fluidity of language and one that I think makes
learning languages a lot of fun (clearly excepting complex grammar).
How cool is it that this humble English word is transformed into a linguistic pick me up in French? And
when you then think about holding the English meaning and the French meaning in a unified thought,
you get a kind of linguistic alchemy. Exhorting others to “hang in there” and “keep your chin up”
morphs into: “Have courage!”, “You’re not alone.”, “You can do this!”, “Endure!”
At Grace, the Vestry, the Clergy, the entire church community continues to wrestle with change, with
uncertainty, and with a lot of hope. When I look around and see so many people continuing to do all
those good things that God has prepared for us to do… I most certainly feel like we are taking two steps
forward even when we might occasionally feel that we’re taking a step back. More often than not, I am
hearing a slightly French accented voice in my head say “Courage Dan!”
One of these recent moments sticks with me unlike any other… and if you were at the Easter Vigil, you
witnessed it too. When I saw four adult baptisms followed by one of those adults baptizing her three
beautiful children, I am certain I heard the Holy Spirit clearly say to us all: “Courage!”
					

In peace, service, and love,

								-Dan
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Youth Sunday May 22
Tad Wolcott to Preach
Join us for Youth Sunday on May 22nd at 10:30am.
Our preacher will be Tad Wolcott, a senior at Commonwealth Academy and member of Grace since
kindergarten! Tad enjoys acolyting at Grace and
serving at the Food Pantry. The 2019 Pilgrimage to
Iceland and Ireland was a lifetime memory for him.
Tad values Grace for being an inclusive community
that is willing to talk out problems. Come hear Tad
preach and support our youth on May 22!

Tad Wolcott

Helping with Our Youngest Ones

This year our church has been blessed with two new employees who support our nursery, children’s
chapel and the Ps-1st grade Godly Play Sunday School Class.
Isabel Moirenda
Isabel is a teaching assistant at The Falls Church Episcopal Day School, and
also runs an afterschool program for Falls Church City Schools. You will most
often see Isabel in our nursery with Betsy Bamford. Isabel loves to spend
her free time with her high schooler daughter. Together, they love to cook,
exercise and shop!

Isabel Moirenda

Susu is a junior kindergarten teaching assistant at Grace Episcopal
School. She has been with GES for three years, and before that at St.
Paul’s for seven years. You will most often see Susu in our Children’s
Chapel and Godly Play class. Susu loves to spend her free time with her
9-year-old daughter who is a 4th grader at GES! They love to babysit too.

Susu Mounir
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A “New” Service Music Setting
“Why are we singing this, it’s too hard/confusing/
I don’t like it!?”
“Oh my goodness, I am so excited we are singing the
Merbecke it’s my favorite!”

Samantha Scheff
Director of Music

These are the polar responses I have heard from some of you
about using the John Merbecke setting of the Gloria and Sanctus this Eastertide. While yes, it is new to many and that can
create feelings of frustration, it is good to explore “new to us”
music on a regular basis. This setting is clearly only “new to us”
as it is one of, if not the oldest musical setting of the communion service in the Anglican tradition.

John Merbecke (or Marbeck or Merbeck) is responsible for standardizing the sung Anglican services
used from the 16th through late 20th century. He was born in about 1510 in probably Beverley in Yorkshire and sang as a boy chorister and later played the organ at St. George’s Chapel, Windsor. In 1543,
he was convicted of heresy for his work on an English concordance to the Bible and sentenced to be
burned at the stake. Merbecke received a pardon by the Bishop of Winchester based on being nothing
“but a musician”. Later that year Merbecke published the Booke of Common Praier Noted, intended
for use with Edward VI’s First Prayer Book. Merbecke’s publication set the liturgy to melodies that he
derived from Gregorian chant and then rhythmized.
There was a renewed interest in Merbecke’s work in the 19th century and his settings were republished
by William Dyce in 1843. Later that century, arrangements by such notable composers as Sir John Stainer, Charles Villiers Stanford, and Basil Harwood would also be published. Merbecke is honored with a
feast day on November 21st (although he also has to share this day with William Byrd and Thomas Tallis).
I hope this information might provide some encouragement if you are feeling frustrated and encourage
you to embrace a piece of art that connects us to the Anglican church throughout the centuries.

Staff Change
Ben Strohl will be leaving Grace Church and School for a new job
opportunity in the hotel and hospitality industry. We will miss
his many talents in keeping our facility clean and safe for all, but
we wish him well in this exciting career move. His last day will be
Thursday, May 12.

Grace Notes May 2022 Page 20

From the School
The renewal of Spring brings great joy to the school! We have slowly and
safely re-opened our doors to welcome our parents and families back to
community events at the school. The spirit of Grace is alive and well – even
after two years of covid restrictions.
This Spring, our parents have attended coffees with
the Head of School in the amphitheater where we
were able to mingle and chat. Mrs. Culbreth shared
news of strategic plans, classroom updates like new
smart boards and curricular best practices. We also
Patti Culbreth
explained that our school will go through its acHead of School
Grace Episcopal School creditation process in the 2022-2023 school year
and host visits in the fall and spring from the Virginia
Association of Independent Schools. The best part of the events was when the
children visited their parents to share their many talents (see pictures).
In early May, we will host our first parent party in two years: The Grace Derby
Picnic. At the end of May, we will hold a Grandparents Day Celebration with a
choral production by the school children. We also plan for a special Earth Day
Celebration and Field Day fun. We end our school year on June 8 with a graduation celebration for our
fifth graders. The end of the school year promises to be filled with joy! Like the gardens around us,
Grace is in bloom!
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Building and Facilities Matters
Improvements continue. The ADA ramp to the glass doors in the parking
lot is complete. The dumpsters have returned to their home in the corner
of the parking lot on a new reinforced concrete pad. As the demo for the
ramp in the parking lot was underway, I was reminded that there is not a
ramp at the narthex doors; we have added that work to our list of enhancements.
The contract for the capital improvements has been signed and the school
and church are excited to get the work started (and finished). The parking
lot work will begin in mid-July and is expected to take 3-4 weeks (hopefully
Alison Campbell
less). The work inside the building will begin in August after the summer
Junior Warden
camp that has used our facility for the past few years ends their session.
Once we have the schedule for the work inside of the building, we will let
everyone know when areas will be impacted.
We’ve contracted with a new landscaping company and are very pleased with our decision. They are
providing the regular maintenance (grass cutting) and they will also do additional work as we request.
They cleaned up the planting beds after winter and at the end of the growing season, they will tuck the
bed in for the coming winter. We’ve trimmed the trees/bushes along the east side of the nave to keep
them healthier and the additional benefit is the extra light that is coming into the nave.

SAVE THE DATE: CHILI BOWL RETURNS TO GRACE MAY 22
The famed Chili Bowl will make a triumphant in-person return at 6 p.m. on Sunday, May 22! This chili
cook- off and fundraiser has long been a highlight of Grace’s yearly social calendar. Start perfecting your
recipes and working up your appetites. If you’re interested in forming a team to compete in the Chili
Bowl or helping put on the event, please contact Erin Kelly (e.kellywhs@gmail.com), Lauren Gustafson
(lesg223@gmail.com), or Robby Schrum (robert.schrum@gmail.com).

Chili Bowl, 2019
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Behind the Scenes at Grace
Vigils Take a Village!!
To say that Holy Week at Grace is a little busy is like saying Niagara Falls is a little
wet. I am in awe at the number of services and events that Grace offers during such an integral week of the Christian faith and Church Calendar. I heard so
many positive comments from parishioners about the various services, especially the offering of the Prayer Service for Ukraine that provided a space for reflection and meaningful connection with a people who are enduring unspeakable
trauma.
Kevin Hamilton
I was able to join you virtually via your livestream on YouTube for your Easter
Director of Operations Vigil. I have prepared several service bulletins over the years for the Easter Vigil

but had never experienced the actual Vigil myself. It was an amazing service
that felt like a spiritual rollercoaster, starting in a quiet, contemplative darkness, and eventually transforming into a joyful, celebratory light of praise. It really spoke to me of the Holy Week and Easter story
in the scriptures. What was shrouded in a somber darkness didn’t stay that way!
The Vigil captured the spirit of the entirety of Holy Week and Easter here at Grace. So much planning and participation by many people of Grace created something beautiful in partnership with the
Holy Spirit. I cannot mention specific names of people who helped make the Vigil (and all Holy Week
Services) so meaningful and special for fear of leaving anyone out, but I just want to say thank you to
everyone!
When I think of all of those who served here at Grace during Holy Week, it is staggering. To think of all
of the groups of folks that made it happen creates within me an overwhelming sense of gratitude for
the many volunteers of Grace.
The stunning decorating and flowers, the hours of preparation of worship spaces, the preplanning of
logistics, the ushers with friendly smiles to greet others, the dedication of choir members and musicians providing heavenly music for many different services, the livestream team allowing people like me
to attend your services from afar, those serving on and nearby the altar, the many people who poured
into the candidates for confirmation and baptism, the Fellowship team preparing the amazing Agape
gathering, the Office Volunteers keeping things humming along, those working with children and youth
to help faith flourish in their young lives, La Gracia members providing our Spanish-speaking members
meaningful services in their native tongue, the maintenance staff who kept the campus in order, the
counters who processed the generosity of those attending the services, the evangelism team who followed up with visitors, the communications team that got the word out about the various events and
services, the food pantry volunteers who continued to serve those in need from our community in the
midst of all the hustle and bustle, the pastoral ministries that ministered to others and touched lives
with cards and calls, and the clergy who lead us all with compassion and grace.
I am sure we were well over a hundred people who made all of this happen. Thank you to each and
every one of you that made Holy Week so very special by stepping up and playing a role, many of which
were Behind-the-Scenes and little known to many. You are amazing and please know that I am your
fan!
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Grace Care Team – Refugee Ministry Update
Grace’s Afghan Care Team has pursued its efforts over the past month to provide support and friendship to each of the three families we are committed to
helping build new lives in the US after escaping from Taliban controlled Afghanistan. Each family has a unique set of needs; we are pleased to report that
each is making progress in establishing themselves here in Alexandria.

Dan Pattarini
Grace Care Team
member

Our original family (composed of a husband with IT skills, his wife, a three
year-old son and new baby boy) are well on their way. Dad has a six month
contract working in the tech field and is actively planning for what will come
next. Parishioners responded generously to our request for baby supplies that
Care Team members presented at a baby shower. The family’s greatest joy, of
course, was the safe delivery of their new son on April 12. Mother and baby
are both doing well.

The other two families are linked through adult siblings. Big steps for them included finding a second
apartment so that each family group now has a home with more space while still being in proximity.
With the Care Team’s help, all the children are enrolled in and attending Alexandria City schools. The
high-school age kids also have part time jobs to help meet the families’ expenses. Christ Church’s Refugee Ministry provided a critical boost to the 22-year old, English speaking daughter of one family who
aspires to a career as a dental technician. Rather than working at an Amazon warehouse, she now has
a paid internship in the dental practice of another Afghan immigrant, with the prospect of employment
there when her internship is done.
With the major Muslim feast of Eid al-Fitr coming up at the end of Ramadan in early May, the Care
Team is asking for donations of gently used clothing and gift cards in amount of $25-$100 so that the
families will enjoy the tradition of having new clothes for the feast. Generous parishioners have begun
to respond, and the Team (and our families) are grateful indeed. Details on specific needs and sizes can
be found at gracealex.org/new/afghan.refugee.ministry.update/.
Our thanks to the parish for its continued support for our Afghan friends as they navigate their way to
new lives in America.
						- Dan

Grace Notes May 2022 Page 24

Anne Spencer Caputo

Anne, her husband Dick, and son Chris came to Grace on the
first Sunday in Feburary 1988 to check things out and consider placing Chris in Grace School. Within a few months they
were enrolled in the usher corps and later the lector ranks,
the LEM ministry, vestry, Altar Guild, and a variety of other
services. It remained Anne’s church home for more that 30
years. It was her constant companion through good times
and bad. In March, she wrote “The death of my husband, loss
of my job, serious illnesses, other events were experienced
via the support of this church as well as many happy events.
It has brought me my closest friendships and many people
I admire. The liturgy is deeply satisfying, the intellectual
content inspiring, the worship a holy place and the fellowship beyond compare. Grace Church is a place both holy and
temporal, a place for quiet contemplation and boisterous
celebration, it’s a place dedicated to the love of God and the
Holy Trinity.”
[What follows is drawn from a biography at Lewis and Clark where she graduated in 1969.] Anne grew
up in a small logging and farming community in western Oregon and is a fifth generation Oregonian.
She was drawn to Lewis & Clark in 1965 when she followed Dr. Jean Ward, her high school speech
and debate teacher, to Portland. She was an active member of the College community, serving on the
Philanthropy Council, the 1969 class reunion committee and a new member of the Albany Society.
She retired from a senior marketing position at Dow Jones and earlier marketing positions at Reuters,
Knight-Ridder and the Lockheed Corporation. Additionally, Anne was an adjunct faculty member at
the University of Maryland, College of Library and Information Services, and a member of the distance
education faculty for the University of Tennessee, School of Information Sciences and the iSchool at
Drexel University.
Anne had been a president of the Special Libraries Association (SLA), the largest global association of
libraries and information centers. She had also been a member of the Board of Directors for Lubuto
Library Partners, a nonprofit dedicated to building libraries and community centers in Zambia and Central Africa. Additionally Anne was on the board of the College of Visual and Performing Arts at George
Mason University. She served on the Board of Visitors for the University of Tennessee, San Jose State
University and The Catholic University of America, and as a volunteer chaplain at INOVA Alexandria
Hospital and a member of hospital board.
In addition to her history degree from Lewis & Clark, Anne held advanced degrees in architectural history from the University of Oregon and in library and information science from San Jose State University.
Anne enjoyed photographing architectural elements on National Trust and other historic buildings. She
was proud holder of Washington National Opera season tickets for more than 30 years, and was deeply
involved as a Master Gardener, flower arranger and flower show judge.
Anne contributed in innumerable ways to Grace Church and its people.
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My Special Throw
Fifty-two years ago I knit a green and white throw. I was a good
knitter, so even though it was fairly complex with a cable stitch
design, I knit most of it while watching Redskin games. The white
was pure white; the green was dark and rich. It was beautiful. It
still is although slightly faded and a bit knobbly from where our
cats loved to snuggle, nuzzle and softly knead it. When it was new
I threw it casually over the sofa, ala House Beautiful Magazine. It
was, after all, a “throw.”
Over the years on cold winter evenings, as I read on the sofa,
I tucked the throw around my feet and legs. Many times I shared
it with my husband, Ward, as we watched old foreign films. When
my mother visited, she luxuriated in tossing it over her shoulders
as a cuddly shawl when she nodded off in our huge lounge chair.
Through the years, in two and three story homes, there was always a perfect place for my special throw--on the bed in the guest
room or over a beanbag chair in the family room. But now, in our
Barbara Morris
Goodwin House retirement apartment, the old throw doesn’t
have the perfect spot to settle in and offer a note of welcome
warmth to the room.
Recently, sadly, I decided that I must find a new home for my throw. But I’ve procrastinated. I simply
can’t just drop it off at the Salvation Army or Goodwill. The idea is so impersonal. It lacks warmth. And
so, a month has gone by while I puzzle this problem, all the while becoming more deeply enmeshed in
fond memories.
And then, this evening , Goodwin House sent out an urgent
call to help Ukrainian refugees. The limited, specific needs
included “blankets/throws.” The moment I read the request for
donations my puzzle was solved.
I know exactly where my beloved throw belongs.
Post Script:
I’ve been touched by a sensitive comment from a friend of
mine who is a writer. Almost poetically, he said “Your knobbly throw dutifully comforted and enhanced life for all who
touched it over the fifty odd years. You’ve found the perfect
future home for it, and it will continue to perform its quiet
miracles.”
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Grace-Ful Worship
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry
In Grace’s Prayer Shawl Ministry begun by former parishioner Joyce Stancil,
shawls are knitted or crocheted by us and then given away to others, to provide comfort in times of illness or grief, or to celebrate a new birth or a new
stage in life. As with our other ministries, it benefits both the minister and
the recipient.
The person who does the stitching can benefit physically, emotionally and/
June Huber
or spiritually. Physical relaxation and a calm frame of mind usually results
from simple and repetitive stitching. In The Culture of Knitting, Joanne Turney
explains that knitting “offers ‘time out,’ an alternative to multi-tasking and a
means of slowing down the pace of life... The process itself enables the stitcher to slow down, in a tactile occupation, connecting the self with the object under construction.” I recommend that the stitchers
say an intercessory prayer (silent or aloud) at times during the process, such as the beginning of each
row. This offers the stitcher an opportunity to engage in a rhythm of prayer that can be both emotionally and spiritually healing. (I freely confess that I multi-task when I’m involved in this ministry -- I watch
TV and stitch at the same time. You can do it too, no penance required!)
After completion, a priest blesses the shawl, and an appropriate prayer or passage of Scripture is
pinned to it. It’s subsequently given to a recipient by either a priest or parishioner during a pastoral
visit at home or in the hospital. The shawl brings the comfort of Christ and surrounds the recipient with
a symbol of God’s enveloping love. The pastoral visitor explains that prayers were offered for him/her
during the stitching process and, if the recipient isn’t a parishioner, the visitor might invite him/her to
worship with us – a little bit of evangelism never hurts!
This ministry has fallen by the wayside during the pandemic – very few completed prayer shawls remain
in the cupboard – so Mother Nina and I have agreed to revitalize it. If you already know how to knit or
crochet, we hope you’ll volunteer. If you don’t already know how, someone can teach you the simple
stitches that we use. (If you’re an experienced stitcher, you can be more creative.) It’s not a heavy
commitment of time, you can work at your own pace, and there are no deadlines. I will provide simple
instructions when you’re ready to begin.
If there’s enough interest in doing so, we might even revive the “stitching circle” that Grace Church had
in the past. I know from personal experience that it’s delightful to gather with other like-minded parishioners to stitch in silence, stitch and pray, or just stitch and talk. In addition, it’s a safe way to overcome
the isolation of the pandemic. The group itself can decide about things like physical distancing and
wearing of masks.
Lastly, I think it’s important to note that men can practice and enjoy this ministry too! My husband
Brad has stitched a great many needlepoint kneelers for Grace Church, watching TV with me; George
Clooney freely admits that he has “an affinity for needlework;” and football star Rosey Grier not only
stitches, but also published a book in the 1970s entitled Needlepoint for Men.
If you think you might be interested in trying (or continuing) this peaceful ministry, please contact me
at june.huber@gracealex.org or (571) 329-0607.
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May Birthdays
May 1		
May 1		
May 3		
May 6		
May 7		
May 7		
May 8		
May 9		
May 10
May 10
May 11
May 11
May 12
May 13
May 13
May 15
May 15
May 16
May 16
May 19
May 20
May 20
May 22
May 23
May 23
May 24
May 24
May 25
May 25
May 25
May 25
May 25
May 25
May 26
May 26
May 26
May 27
May 28
May 29
May 30
May 30
May 30
May 31

Emma Meeks
Richard Wilmer
Dave Arnold
Christian Portillo
Aiden Guernsey
Claire Guernsey
Jared Smith
Vylma Leslie-Khanna
Maricruz Pascual
Amanda Ruff
William Meeks
Norma Rein
Reginald Jones
Leonard Schrum
Christine Washington
Madeline Arnold
Erin Kelly
Halina Banas-Jones
Michael Dobbs
John Brown
Camila Alvarenga
John Berry
Alison Campbell
Joe Donovan
Erica Siegmund
Debbie Barker
Frank Whitworth
Duke Chiow
Jeffrey Chiow
Ramee Gentry
Stewart Hall
Walter Lukens
Dan Pattarini
Nancy Davis
Alexa Melendez
Nicholas Pattarini
Conway Miller
Daniel Plunkett
Victoria Portillo
David Crosby
Leigh Egaas
Heather Kelly
Earl Durand
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Parish Staff

The Rev Dr Anne Turner...........................................................Rector
(rector@gracealex.org)
The Rev Nina Bacas....................................Interim Associate Rector
(nina.bacas@gracealex.org)
Patti Culbreth.................................Head of Grace Episcopal School
(pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Kevin Hamilton...............................................Director of Operations
(kevin.hamilton@gracealex.org)
Samantha Scheff...........................................................Music Director
(samantha.scheff@gracealex.org)
Mary Cyrus....................................................Financial Administrator
(financial.admin@gracealex.org)
The Rev Jeremy Means-Koss.....................................Priest Associate
Paul Evans............................................ Seminarian (pevans@vts.edu)
Santana Alvarado................. Communications Specialist (part time)
(communications.specialist@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez........................................................................ Sexton
Amorita Quintanilla................................................Sexton (part time)
Ben Strohl........................................... Facilities Manager (part time)

Vestry

Officers
Dan Pattarini...............................................................Senior Warden
Alison Campbell..........................................................Junior Warden
Jenny Cline...............................................................................Register
Evan Robinson...................................................................... Treasurer
Elizabeth Legere......................................................Member at Large
Class of 2022
Ford Chinworth........................... Vestry Lead Pastoral Care Team/
GES Board Member
Alison Campbell..........................................................Junior Warden
Jenny Cline..............................................................................Registrar
Erin Kelly............................................ Vestry Lead Education Team
Stephanie Reed....................................... Vestry Lead Worship Team
Class of 2023
Elizabeth Legere......................................................Member at Large
Carlos Arboleda................................................... Assistant Treasurer
Tracy Enger.........................................Vestry Lead Fellowship Team
Robby Schrum.................................. Vestry Lead Evangelism Team
Evan Robinson................................. Treasurer/GES Board Member
Class of 2024
Bill Malone..................................... Vestry Lead Stewardship Team
Lauren Gustafson....................................... Vestry Lead Youth Team
Rushad Thomas....................... Vestry Lead Communications Team
Mary Hix.............................................. Vestry Lead Outreach Team
Dan Pattarini...............................................................Senior Warden
Parish Team Leaders
Jen Pease............................................... Parish Lead Outreach Team
Cindy MacIntyre...............................Parish Lead Evangelism Team
Liz Rugaber............................. Parish Lead Communications Team
Geoff Whitlock................................ Parish Lead Stewardship Team
Lisa Bellantoni.................................... Parish Lead Education Team
John Boris..................................... Parish Lead Pastoral Care Team
Lynn Rohrs.........................................Parish Lead Fellowship Team

