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photos.  



Grace Notes June 2022 Page 3

From the Rector
Dear Friends in Christ,

In the church, we are moving into what’s called Ordinary Time, the sea-
son after Pentecost.  Outside of the church, we are simply moving into 
summer, with swimming pools, popsicles, fireflies, and all the other joys 
of a lazier pace of life.

While summer is not a liturgical season, I believe it is a deeply impor-
tant season for us to observe, because it is a season that encourages 
the Christian virtue of joy.

We sometimes tend to think of joy as a happy accident—the byproduct 
of an exceptionally good day.  Or, if we think of it as a virtue, we think 
of it as a gratuitous one, falling well below duty or sacrifice.  And yet, 
cultivating joy is one of the most powerful and counter-cultural things 

The Rev Dr Anne Turner, 
Rector

we can do as Christians.  Joy reminds us of the reason God created us and the life that God intends for 
all creation.

How to tend to joy this season?

• Do less.  The late Father Merrow reportedly said that he could do 12 months of work in 11
months—but not in 12.  We all need rest.  American workers routinely leave their vacation time un-
used.  I am encouraging our staff to take time for rest this summer, and I encourage you to do the same.

• Do different.  Have you been engaged in the same ministry (inside or outside of Grace) for years
and years?  It may be that this ministry is a burden for you—but it could be someone else’s opportunity
for grace.  No position of leadership should be a life sentence.  If you are wanting to let something go
but not sure how, come talk with me or Mother Nina, and we’ll help you figure it out.

• Do new.  This is a time to experiment.  In summers past, I have learned to row, gone on my first
solo long-distance backpacking trip, challenged myself to make a pie a week, and literally taught an old
dog new tricks.  None of these would be thought of as prayer—and yet each one brought me joy and so
brought me clarity about God’s identity and centrality in my life.

One idea that might encompass all of these: Summer Church.  At Grace, we are trying our own experi-
ment.  On Sundays, beginning June 26, we will offer a short (30 minute) service of Holy Eucharist in the 
amphitheater.  It is geared towards little children—although, of course, we all come to the kingdom as 
little children.  It will be followed by time to play from 9:30-10:15.  These offerings are meant to be a 
way to experience God with no expectation or burden.  More details will follow in weeks to come.

Choose joy.  Choose the good life God wants for us all.

Yours in Christ,
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The Special Convention to elect the 14th 
Bishop of the Diocese of Virginia was notable 
in that it was the first in-person convention of 
delegates in years, and almost immediately 
after the gavel dropped, a motion was offered 
to suspend the convention’s rules.

The issue stemmed from the process by which 
the slate of four candidates was created 
(https://www.virginiabishopsearch.org/pro-
cess/announcement-of-slate/).  Although sup-
port was widespread for the work of the very 
diverse Search Committee (for which Grace’s 
own Rushad Thomas served as a member), 
many delegates were convinced that the 
subsequent petition process was plagued by 

Virginia Elects its 14th Bishop

Liz Rugaber Doug Prince

irregularities (https://www.virginiabishopsearch.org/walk-
with-us/petition-process/).  Indeed, Grace Church’s own 
Rector, Anne Turner, spoke to clarify that she decided to 
resign from the Standing Committee because the process 
it chose to follow made her uncomfortable (https://www.
gracealex.org/news/from-the-rector-to-steer-the-church-
we-need-your-hands-heart-and-voice/).

The motion to suspend the rules of convention would have 
allowed a floor nomination of Assistant Bishop Jennifer 
Brooke-Davidson to be put on the candidate slate.  (Bishop 
Jennifer was not presiding over convention during the time 
while the motion was being considered, to protect against 
conflict of interest.) There was not much discussion or de-
bate about the motion, because the “question was called” 
by a convention delegate very quickly.  

Once the question was called, approxi-
mately 1/3 of the clergy and laity voted 
to support the motion while 2/3 voted 
against it.  

Interspersed with prayer and song, the 
convention then moved forward to vote 
on the four candidates presented on the 
slate.  In order to win the election, a can-
didate for Bishop must receive a majority 
of the clergy and laity vote.

Our Rector makes her point
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After the first ballot, the Rev. Canon Alan James, Interim Canon Missioner, Diocese of Western Michi-
gan, withdrew his nomination after receiving about 16% of the vote.  On the second ballot, the election 
was called, with 60% of clergy and 51% of laity voting to elect the Rev. Canon Mark Stevenson, current-
ly serving as Canon to the Presiding Bishop for Ministry within the national Episcopal Church.

Virginia Elects its 14th Bishop (continued)

Following his election as the 14th Bishop 
Elect of the Diocese of Virginia, Rev. Canon 
Stevenson appeared before the convention 
live via Zoom.  He was visibly emotional, and 
stated that the delegates had honored him 
and he was full of deep joy.  He said he had 
been thinking a lot lately about all those 
times that the disciples traveled with Jesus, 
and now he was thinking about the journey 
we will all begin to share with him.  He noted 
that he witnessed a hunger and energy for 
the Gospel in this Diocese that drew him to 
us.  He looks forward to learning from us and 
doing the ministries that Jesus has modeled 
for us in the years ahead, and building joy-
filled day after joy-filled day together.

Bishop Goff offered the following reflection, 
for all to consider:  What is your greatest 
hope for Bishop Elect Mark, and what will 
you do to make this happen?  The vibrancy 
of our church depends not only on our lead-
ers, but on the actions of all our parishio-
ners.  So, what are you going to do to make 
your dreams for the Diocese a reality? 

Other highlights of the convention included 
robust worship, and piano music meriting 
a Grammy award by pianist Steve McBride, who is a member of the Committee on Liturgy & Music 
and hails from Church of the Good Shepherd in Burke, Virginia.  Videos were also presented, featuring 
information about convention host St. Stephen’s  and St. Agnes School; inspiration from the Rev. Dr. 
Lee Hill, Diocesan Missioner for Racial Justice and Healing; and testimonials from Sacred Ground circle 
participants.  The outdoor Stations of the Cross Meditation Trail at  Iglesias de Santa Maria in Falls 
Church Virginia, and its beautiful wood cuts by artist Margaret (“Peggy”) Adams Parker were described 
in Spanish and English.

Doug Prince, Liz Rugaber and the Rev. Anne Turner went to the convention as delegates from Grace 
Church.  If you are curious about Diocesan structure, please see our website page, “Grace in a Bigger 
Picture: the Diocese of Virginia,” https://www.gracealex.org/grace-in-a-bigger-picture/, or reach out to 
Doug, Liz or Anne if you would like more details about the convention.

The Rev Canon Mark Stevenson



Grace Notes June 2022 Page 6 

Chili Bowl Returns

The La Gracia entry (above) was People’s Choice 
Winner
Best Theme: The Choir  (top photo)
Best Overall Meat Chili: The Choir with their 
White Chicken Chili
Best Overall Vegetarian Chili: Outreach
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Chili Bowl Returns (continued)

The event earned over $1,300

The judges  (in photo at the right)
used blind testing.   Judges were 
Connor Murphy, Rich Kelly, 
and Scott Knudsen

La Gracia pulled out all the stops, 
winning the golden bowl award 
for the best chili (shown in photo 
below)
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Youth Sunday
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Clergy Update
Dear Friends in Christ,

It is a joy to announce two staff changes here at Grace Church.

The first change is the hiring of the Rev. Santiago Rodriguez as our new Associate Rector.  Father Santi (as 
he is known) brings gifts and experiences that will bless our community.   He is multi-lingual and multi-
cultural, deeply grounded in the tradition of the church and at the same  time open to the gifts of the 
present moment.  Some of you may know Santi’s wife, Julie, who was sponsored for ordination by Grace.  
Santi will work in all areas of our parish life, and he will be a particular leader and resource to our La Gra-
cia community.  Father Santi will begin on June 15, and his first Sunday with us will be June 19, when we 
celebrate a bilingual eucharist at 10:00 a.m. followed by our annual parish picnic.

The second change is the decision to make Mother Nina’s place on our staff permanent, moving her into 
the role of Associate Rector for Family Ministries and Community Engagement.  We undertook an exten-
sive search for this position and met many wonderful, talented candidates along the way—and, in the 
end, learned that we already had the best person for the job working here.  In her new role, Nina will fo-
cus her time more directly on Sunday School and youth programs.  She will also take on an expanded role 
as the chaplain to Grace School.  Nina will begin in her new capacity on June 1.

I give thanks to God not only for these two fine people, but also for the hard work that brought us to this 
moment.  The Personnel Committee, headed by Lisa Medley, has done a tremendous amount of work. 
Bernarda Hernandez, Wendy Yoc, and Robby Schrum also joined in their efforts to assist with specific 
aspects of our search.

I marvel every day at what an extraordinary community Grace Church is.  I am so grateful for our work 
together, and I am so excited for the future into which God is calling us.

Yours in Christ,

Born in Colombia, I did my undergrad in Miami before mov-
ing to Canada where I was a member of the Jesuit order 
for seven years. I was received into the Anglican Church in 
Canada in 2015 before returning to the United States. While 
working in Milwaukee giving retreats to young adults, I met 
my wife Julie at Toastmasters. Julie and our son Tyson were 
members of Grace before she joined me at Seminary of the 
Southwest in Austin. We are both excited to return to the 
DMV. Julie will be the Lower School Chaplain at National 
Cathedral School in D.C.  I am overjoyed to accept the call to 
serve as Associate Rector at Grace. I look forward to grow, 
learn, pray and worship with all of you.  My particular areas 
of interest are spirituality in pop culture, discernment, and 
Ignatian spirituality. I am passionate about running, back-
packing, and hiking with my family and our two dogs, Mia 
and Bleu. My pronouns are he / él.
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Clergy Update (continued)

Friends, I am thrilled to be transitioning from your interim 
associate rector to your associate rector and Grace School 
chaplain. Over the past eight months, I have been thoroughly 
amazed with the family that is Grace, La Gracia and Grace 
School. I am so grateful to be called into a deeper and longer 
relationship with you and with this new clergy team. Let us 
dream God’s dream together!

New Seminarian
Durango Jenkins is one of our two seminarians doing con-
textual ministry with Grace for the 2022-23 school year.   
Durango will do an intensive month with us this summer, be-
fore the school year begins. [Our other seminarian,  Jeffrey 
Hiam, will join us in September.] He is a rising Middler at 
Virginia Theological Seminary and Postulant for Holy Orders 
from the Episcopal Diocese of Colorado. 

Prior to coming to seminary, Durango attended St. Aidan’s 
Episcopal Church in Boulder, CO where he served in the 
choir and helped establish the St. Jude’s Guild, a 20s and 30s 
ministry named after the patron saint for lost causes. Addi-
tionally, he served on the board for the Lutheran and Epis-
copal Campus Ministry at CU Boulder and the 32nd Avenue 
Jubilee Center in Denver, and helped plan the consecration 
of the Bishop of Colorado. He believes firmly that the Chris-
tian life is founded on an intimate and sacramental rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ through the tradition and liturgy 
of our Church, which calls us to a deeper relationship with 
God, our neighbors, and creation.  

Durango earned his B.A. in English Literature with a Minor 
in Theatre (he has many opinions on Victorian prose and the 
works of Gilbert and Sullivan) and worked at the University of Colorado Foundation before moving to 
Virginia. Durango met his husband, Keith, in college through Lutheran Campus Ministries. Both native 
Coloradans, they love to hike, make music, and cook.

Durango Jenkins

The Rev Nina Bacas
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Planning for the Future
Planned Giving, Legacy Stewardship 
and the Grace Church Legacy Society

“Using the gifts that God gives us to do the work that God 
calls us to do!”

Historically, prior to the establishment of the Grace Church 
Trust and the Grace Legacy Society, Grace Church relied 
upon parishioner giving in response to an annual fall pledge 
campaign to support the day-to-day operation of parish 
pro-grams, and capital campaigns, special fundraising and 
bank loans (to be repaid from operating funds) to support 
major new initiatives and capital improvements.

The Trust.  Almost 22 years ago the Grace Church Trust was established as a general endowment fund 
for the Church that would be funded by lifetime gifts or bequests designated by the donors, unrestrict-
ed bequests made to the Church, and any other funds provided to the Trust by the Vestry.  When suffi-
ciently resourced, the endowment would ensure a firm financial foundation for the Church by providing 
funds for the Church’s ministries beyond what would be possible through its annual operating budget. 
Over the years, Grace Church has been blessed by gifts from the estates of parishioners who made 
provision for Grace in their will or contributed a special gift.  One memorialized in the Commons and 
another memorialized in the Malm Narthex, enabled the planned and detailed design phase of the 
1994 addition to Grace Church, and early retirement of the mortgage on the church building.  Other 
bequests and fund raising contributed to the Grace Anew program and the enlargement of the balcony 
and building of the new organ.  Another memorial gift enabled the installation of our electronic bells 

Jean Reed

Construction in 1994 facilitated through the Trust
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that call people to worship with a special “Grace Church signature ring” on Sundays and special holi-
days.  A bequest from the estate of Fred and Liz Saalfeld enabled the installation of the video system 
that now permits us to live stream Grace Church worship and message literally throughout the world. 
Still other planned gifts and bequests contributed to the establishment of the Grace Church Trust and 
the increase in the parish endowment to the point of the church being able to draw on the interest 
from the Trust to support new mission, ministry, and capital improvement initiatives.

The Legacy Society.  Approved by Grace Church Vestry in September 2018 and formally launched 
in August 2018, the Grace Legacy Society is an integral part of the Grace Church stewardship program.  
The purpose of the Society is to build the capacity for Grace Church to ensure vibrant ministries of 
worship, outreach, education, and fellowship for future generations of Grace Church.  As an advocate 
and facilitator for planned giving and legacy stewardship, the Society promotes awareness of the im-
portance of planning for the future of our parish by encouraging parishioners to consider estate plan-
ning and planned giving as a part of their personal stewardship discipline as they plan for the future.  
Through planned giving and legacy planning education, advocacy and peer-to-peer contact the Society 
supports the long-term objectives of Grace Church.

Planned Giving.  Planned gifts can take many forms.  Your planned gift, your bequest to Grace is a 
unique expression of faith: giving back to God a portion of what you have been blessed with in life and 
ensuring that the church you love can continue in vibrant worship, fellowship, and outreach for gener-
ations. Planned gifts and bequests are different from the important annual pledges and other donation 
you make to support the day-to-day operations and mission of our parish.  Legacy planned giving is not 
a gift made right now, but a statement of how you wish your assets to be distributed in the future.  Your 
planned gifts and bequests leave a legacy of caring for future generations of Grace Church.

As Grace Church moves forward out of the pandemic, the Legacy Society program becomes more rel-
evant than ever.  The urgency for all persons to reconsider and reinforce their stewardship commitment 
in support of the day-to-day operations, support, mission, and outreach of the parish, and to also con-
sider planned giving and legacy planning for the future take on increased importance as Grace reshapes 
ministry and contemplates future mission.

Anyone who shares his or her intentions for a planned gift to the parish – for any amount- becomes a 
member of the Grace Legacy Society.  You do not need a sizeable estate to make a difference for the 
future.  A gift of any amount that is meaningful to the giver is indeed an important legacy.  When you 
join the Legacy Society, you witness to the value of Grace in your life and encourage others to consider 
including Grace in their plans as well.

If you have questions about the Grace Legacy Society and about the Planned Giving and Legacy Stew-
ardship program at Grace Church, get a copy of the Grace Church Legacy Society tri-fold pamphlet from 
the tract racks in the narthex or from the parish office, or contact one of the Society members listed 
below (our telephone number and e-mails addresses are in the parish directory). 

The Grace Church Legacy Society
John Berry, Bill Malone, Jean Reed, Mary Stewart

Planning for the Future (continued)
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Episcopal Relief and Development
Aids Ukrainian Refugees

A number of Grace parishioners recently contributed to the appeal of Episco-
pal Relief and Development (ERD, a branch of the Episcopal Church of Ameri-
ca) for donations to support Ukrainian refugees fleeing into Poland, Romania, 
and other countries on Ukraine’s border.  

These funds joined others across America merging into a $300,000 grant sent 
to the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe.  This Convocation is the 
presence of the Episcopal Church in Europe.  ERD has asked the Convocation 
to use the grant “to strengthen and expand the capacity of all Episcopal Con-
gregations across Europe to respond to the refugee emergency caused by the 
violence in Ukraine.” [Extract from the ERD website] 

The Convocation operates much like a diocese in America, with its own bishop and Episcopal churches 
in France, Italy, Germany, Belgium, and Switzerland.  Refugees from Ukraine are finding their way into 
all these countries and more, as are refugees from many countries in Africa and the Middle East.  

John Berry

Nearly a quarter of this grant will go the Joel Nafumo Ref-
ugee Center (JNRC) based at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in 
Rome.  The JNRC has provided direct service to refugees 
over the last forty years to help them rebuild their shat-
tered lives.  The JNRC staff will train the other Episcopal 
churches to use the grants given to them by the Convoca-
tion to help with food, shelter, emergency supplies and 
trauma counseling of the refugees.

A significant share of the $300,000 grant will also be distributed to Anglican and Old Catholic churches 
throughout Europe and to NGOs who care for Ukrainian and other refugees.  Many other reliable orga-
nizations, both religious and secular, are supporting Ukraine refugees throughout Europe.  Our Con-
gress has voted funds for humanitarian relief inside Ukraine and the President has signedd the bill. 

In May, our youth group 
enjoyed a sunny round of 
mini-golf at Cameron Run
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Thank You for a Wonderful Program 
Year

Samantha Scheff
Director of Music

Thank you to our Music Ministries for a wonderful program 
year! The dedication of our choir members is impressive. Since 
September, the adult choir has sung for 48 services and spent 
over 105 hours in rehearsals. They fit in this substantial com-
mitment to the choir in the midst of family, work, and many 
other obligations. When you have a chance, please say a word 
of thanks to Chinggis Amar, Ford Chinworth, Chrissie Crosby, 
Jennifer Eckel, Caroline Legere, Erica McFarquhar, Wendy Mur-
phy, Doug Prince, Jean Reed, Lynn Rohrs, Robby Schrum, Larry 
Thompson, Reba Winstead, and Lorna Worley for singing with 
the choir this year.

The Bell Choir has also contributed significantly to our musi-
cal life this year. They have played about once a month as well 

as on Christmas Eve and Easter and have attended rehearsals once a week. Please also thank Amanda 
Fowler, Marilyn Hernwall, Alison Kindler, and Eleanor Reed for adding joy and beauty to our worship! 
Fi-nally, offer a hearty thanks to Francisco Robles. He plays and sings for the La Gracia service every 
week and is a wonderful musical partner for our bilingual services.

Our choirs will take a bit of a rest this summer by entering “Summer Choir” mode. There will be no 
Thursday night rehearsal, only a rehearsal at 9:30 am on Sunday morning before the service. This is the 
perfect chance to give choir a try if it is something you are interested in! Please come to the choir room 
any Sunday morning at 9:30 and we will gladly welcome you to join with us in making a joyful noise!

Congratulations to Our Rector

We were all treated to the hooding 
of Mother Anne during the Eucharist 

on May 8th by her husband Steve 
celebrating her Doctor of Divinity 

from Emory University
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From the School

Patti Culbreth
Head of School

Grace Episcopal School

Grace Episcopal School can record another success-
ful school year in our books! We are happy to have 
had a healthy and safe year of in-person learning 
once again.  We will celebrate our 5th grade gradu-
ates on June 8th with a chapel service during which 
each student will give a personal speech about 
their elementary journey. Their inspiring speeches 
fill us all with confidence that these young people 
are truly our future.  Our 5th grade will matricu-
late to the following middle schools in the fall:  
Alexandria Country Day School, Alexandria Public 
Schools, Commonwealth Academy, The Congres-
sional School and Holy Trinity School. We know our 
graduates will find great success.

The school now turns toward summer 
which allows for some rest and relax-
ation for teachers and students.  We 
will host Baroody Camps in June and 
July.  During August, we look forward to 
partnering with the church to brighten 
up the facility with new carpet and paint.  
Our 2022-2023 school year will begin 
after Labor Day.  If you know of a family 
who might be interested in a Grace edu-
cation, we still have limited spaces avail-
able.  Please reach out to our Admissions 
Director, Julia Byrnes, at admissions@
graceschoolalex.org to learn more.

-- 

Grace Episcopal School manned 
a booth at the Chili Bowl —two 

varieties: meat and vegetable 



Grace Notes June 2022 Page 16 

 Building and Facilities Matters
Summer is upon us, and with summer comes the end of the 
Grace School year, the beginning of the day camps in our space, and our 
capital improvement project. The work will be done in phases to work 
around the building in the most efficient manner possible. 

In late June, the work on the first floor of the building will take place. New 
carpet in the school wing and painting, and new carpet in some of the 
church areas on the first floor that have not been replaced in years and are 
in great need. The big parking lot work will occur in mid-July to early Au-
gust. The work on the second and third floors will be done in August after 
the day camp session is done for the year. All of the work is projected to 
take two months and it will be messy in the middle, but Grace Church will 
reap the benefits for years to come.

Alison Campbell
Junior Warden

We are working on plans for how we will live in our spaces while the work is happening. Where will we 
park? Which areas are next? How will I get from here to there? We will let you know when we have the 
answers. I look forward to the work being complete and welcoming everyone back to some new things 
and some refreshed areas after we’ve all had some summertime fun. 

Please keep the church staff and clergy, the Grace School Head and teachers, our sextons and building 
manager, and the Jr. Warden in your prayers through this project, as we keep our community in our 
prayers every day.

Farewell to Anne Caputo
Numerous clergy from our past joined our Rector and Interim Associate 
Rector in celebrating the life of Anne Caputo. These included the Rev. 
Mathew Dumont-Machowski, the Rev Theresa Lewallen, the Rev Jo 
Belser, and the Rev Canon Jason Roberson who preached the sermon. 
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May 19, 2022 

The Rev. Anne Turner 
Grace Episcopal Church 
3601 Russell Road 
Alexandria, VA 22305-1731 

Dear Anne+, 

I am deeply grateful for Grace Church, Alexandria’s gift of $700.00 to the 
Diocese of Virginia for my Discretionary Fund, given from the plate offering on 
my visit at the Easter Vigil on April 16, 2022.  Over the years I have used such gifts 
to fulfill a wide range of needs – from coaching for clergy of small 
congregations, to counseling for clergy families in time of crisis, to travel for 
clergy and lay leaders attending formative conferences, to direct aid to people 
and programs in the diocese and around the world.  Your gift will be used well 
and fully for ministry that is not otherwise covered in the budget of the diocese, 
and will be a blessing to many.   

It is a great pleasure and privilege for me, in my ministry as Bishop, to be able to 
support so many good works, and I greatly appreciate your part in making this 
possible. 

With many thanks for your strong witness, and blessings upon your life as part 
of the family of Christ, I remain 

Faithfully yours, 

The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff 
Bishop Suffragan and Ecclesiastical Authority 

SEG:asl 

A Thank You From the Bishop
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2022 Graduates
Rebecca Funes

After graduating from Garfield High School, Rebecca is going 
on to Northern Virginia Community College. From there, she 
plans to transfer to Pace University and major in Education. 

Jonathan Lorentz
Jonathan has graduated with a BS in Computer Sci-
ence from George Mason University’s College of 
Engineering and Computing.  He has been working 
at the IFC/World Bank during his university studies 
and will continue to work there. Jonathan has been 
part of the team which developed an award-winning 
computer program for evaluating micro-loans applica-
tions in developing countries. He also teamed with 
his older sister Eva, a biologist, to write a program to 
better predict the lethality of snake venom. This pro-
gram helps doctors know how much antivenom to use 
when treating snakebite victims. 

Lucy Waskowicz 
Lucy has earned her 
Master’s degree in Special 
Education from James 
Madison University. After 
a summer as counselor at 
St George’s Camp, Lucy 
plans to move to Rich-
mond and work in the sur-
rounding school district.  

Tad Wolcott
After graduation from 
Commonwealth Academy 
Tad will be attending the 
University of Puget Sound 
in Tacoma, Washington. 
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Lynn Rohrs

Faith in Action
As members of a faith community, we are called to serve.  Our liturgy 
brings us together in communion, and inspires us with Jesus’ teachings 
in the Gospels (Matthew 25) to live our faith daily through action and 
advocacy beyond our church walls.

Recently we have heard testimonies about these actions and mission 
through Ministry minutes and adult forum programs. I would like to 
share a few stories to help us see the faces of these actions.

FOOD PANTRY
We all see the reality of the expanded Grace Food Pantry each time we 
enter the lobby, and have heard the statistics of its expanse and cost. 
Let’s remember for a moment how we each felt in March, 2020.  We 
were hearing about a new virus with frightening implications to our 
health and safety. We worried about family, basic needs, work, school, 
upended church and community. 

And then, out of fear and isolation, a miracle of community faith and action happened. 
As the demand for food pantry services exploded, Grace lay leaders and members stepped up to volun-
teer. Neighborhood churches started food drives and brought donations weekly. Neighbors, friends of 
parishioners, teens and college students home from campuses, different church members stepped up 
to work the shifts of bagging and distribution. A father 
and young son rode their bikes up to the door to donate 
boxes of cereal from their backpacks. Best Harvest Bak-
ery in Fairlington delivered fresh bread each week, as did 
a father and his daughters, Trader Joe’s, Mom’s market, 
Panera bread, and ALIVE.

Teams of strangers have become close friends, and now 
we have solid connections with neighborhood churches, 
Tenants and Workers, Casa Chirilagua, and other busi-
nesses.

The demand has lessened a bit, but the need still contin-
ues for new volunteers for shifts, continued grant writing 
for funds, more donations of supplies and money. 
This new Covenant of Hospitality has brought Grace 
Church through our doors to spread faith through action 
to the greater community. 

LAZARUS MINISTRIES
Grace Outreach Committee has for years sent donations 
to various local charities who are also living our faith 
through action and advocacy. In some cases parishioners 
have become committed volunteers in these programs. Two of these charities are part of Christ Church 
Local Outreach, directed by Melanie Gray. 

LAZARUS AND WEST END LAZARUS MINISTRY
These partner ministries distribute emergency financial aid to people living in Alexandria who experi-
ence a financial challenge that risks eviction, utility disconnection, lack of food and prescriptions, medi-
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cal crisis, job loss. Lazarus partners with other churches and city agencies to help these clients with 
small and large bills, and last year the combined group provided $1.7 MILLION in funding to prevent 
evictions. As you read this, evictions are rising in the city as Federal funding has ended, and court cases 
for potential evictions are averaging 80 per week in Alexandria. 
So who are these people, and what is their story?

Faith in Action (Continued)

An older childcare worker lost her job be-
cause of staff reductions, and needed help 
with rent and utilities because her income 
was gone and her husband just had a small 
Social Security income. She said, “ I am 
so ashamed. I have never had to ask for 
help.” This couple had dignity and pride, 
had always been independent. She loved 
her work and the children, and had never 
been able to get the education to earn 
more than minimum wage.

During the Pandemic a young single moth-
er continued her full time work at Alexan-
dria Library both in person and remotely. 
She couldn’t cover the extra expense of child care with her child at home during lockdown, and needed 
money for child care and food. She said, “Thank you for your help during this time, it is truly appreci-
ated. You are all a blessing.”

A young man lives with his mother, who is on disability. His work hours were cut during the Pandemic, 
and he couldn’t afford his car payments, so he lost transportation.  He has no benefits/health insur-
ance, and is the primary provider. He received utility payments and food cards to help until his hours 
increased.

Earlier in 2019, when working as a West End Lazarus counselor, I met a young Afghan refugee, who 
moved to the US under asylum with his wife and two young children. His wife was very depressed, 
having to leave homeland and family. They needed help with rent and advice about other resources. 
When I looked at his ID I commented he was my son’s age. For the rest of the conversation he called me 
“Mother.”

Grace has recently created a Refugee Care Team to work with Afghan Refugee families, and our Out-
reach Ministry contributes funding to the Christ Church Refugee Ministry. This is a wonderful new com-
mitment by Grace to use our faith in action to do the work of social justice, fighting poverty and hunger, 
and helping the most vulnerable among us.

Together in faith we all can contribute with each small action and teamwork to truly change our world 
for the better. Over the summer and into the fall we members of Grace can discern and learn together 
how to use our gifts for the greatest good as God works through each of us. 
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Kevin Hamilton

Behind the Scenes
Wish you had a quick way to look up a fellow parishioner’s contact information 
for a quick call or to send an encouraging email?  Have you moved, changed 
an email address, or want to add your date of birth to the church database but 
find yourself forgetting to call or email the church office? Would you like to be 
able to access your current record of donations to Grace Church when review-
ing your personal finances at a time that fits your busy schedule?  Well, you 
can do all of those things... it’s a Breeze!

In a previous Behind-the-Scenes article I mentioned Breeze, Grace’s online 
parishioner database.  This online database allows parishioners to access their 
family’s record and update various sections of their profile, including address-
es, email addresses, phone numbers, etc.  Also, you are able to update your 

profile with a recent picture. Help your fellow parishioners put a face with a name when searching the 
database by ensuring you have an updated picture on your profile. If you have not accessed the data-
base in a while, I would encourage you to do so and take a look at your picture.  If it is outdated, you can 
easily add your more recent photo.

Haven’t logged into Breeze before?  Feel free to email me at kevin.hamilton@gracealex.org with your 
request for access.  Your request will be processed and a link emailed to you in two - three business 
days.

To access your account, visit https://gracealex.breezechms.com/ There are also Android and iPhone 
apps that are available for smartphones to access your Breeze profile.

If you have any questions or need to request access, feel free to send me an email.

Perhaps you were 
lucky enough to see 
this beautiful rain-
bow over Arlandria 
on Mount Vernon 
Avenue in May.
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One Man’s Trash is Another Man’s Treasure…

Phil Hickok

increased significantly in value.  I successfully auctioned some 
of these off earlier this year.  For example, these were the win-
ning bids for each of the following: Albedo #2 - $20,000, Amazing 
Spider-man #129 - $600, Punisher Limited Series #1 - $1,050, The 
Black Knight #1 - $2,000.  The rest were in the low $100’s.  Al-
bedo #2 was a rare and lucky find that I purchased from a comic 
book store in 1984 for $1.50.  Turns out there were only 2000 to-
tal printed and the book introduces Usagi Yo Jimbo, a ninja rab-
bit character that became very popular much like the Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles (TNMT). It was graded 9.6 out of 10 by the 
most respected comic book certification company CGC, a very 
rare, high grade book sought after by serious collectors.   Other 
popular characters are Marvel’s Spider-man and The Punisher.   
Number 129 brought a respectable price even in fair condition (1 
out of 10) because it is the first appearance of The Punisher. I still 
have some books pending grading by CGC and sale at a future 
auction.  Pictures of a few I sold are attached that some of you 
may recognize. 

Meanwhile I still have thousands that aren’t worth a lot of 
money, but are in excellent condition – many never read and 
all protected by cardboard backing and clear polypropylene 
sleeves.  The majority of these are Disney but I do have 
Marvel and DC and other more recent publishers (by recent, I 
mean Modern Age 1985-present).  The Golden and Silver Age 
books are usually worth more depending upon scarcity and 
condition.  Golden Age 1938-1958, Silver age 1958-1970.   
Bronze Age is 1970-1985.  I have all 4 categories in my 
collection, although most are Modern Age. 

Some of you may relate to all of this, either on the front end 
(still collecting) or on the divesting end like me.  If anyone has 
any interest, you can find me in the Church Directory. 

One of the challenges of retirement is adjusting to a new schedule.  For me, 
that wasn’t a huge problem.  I have been a “collector” most of my life.  Over 
the last 40+ years I have accumulated lots of “stuff” – mostly comic books 
(approximately 4000) and vintage lead soldiers and Disney toys.  My wife’s 
position is that we need to get rid of all that “junk” so the kids don’t have to 
deal with it when we “move on” (and I don’t mean Florida). 
So I have spent the last two years (off 
and on) inventorying and cataloging 
my comic books.  I have found a few 
that surprisingly (to me, anyway) had 

Comic book photo taken by Phil Hickok.

Comic book photo taken by Phil Hickok.
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During Holy Week, the parish sent off about 50 cards intended for 
sympathy and support to individual Ukrainians displaced or otherwise 
suffering the effects of continuing war.  The notes were delivered to 
the Ukrainian Ambassador to the United States, Her Excellency Ok-
sana Markarova.  Our cover letter explained, “The notes are just one 
aspect of our parish’s focus on the suffering of your country’s wonder-
ful people.  As a Christian community, we are holding Ukraine in our 
prayers – in our worship services and individually – as well as encour-
aging donations through our national church’s Episcopal Relief Fund.”

The prompt response from Ambassador Markarova, reproduced 
nearby, speaks for itself!

Ford Chinworth
Vestry Lead

Pastoral Care
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Tracy Enger

Why Grace?
When my husband Colin and I bought our house in 1996, we had no 
idea that the lovely stone church around the corner would become a 
cornerstone of our lives. After passing Grace Church twice a day for 
many years and wondering what those Episcopalians do in there, I fi-
nally breached the threshold in 2010 to attend the funeral of long-time 
parishioner Jeff Gustafson. That day was the beginning of my exposure 
to the power of Holy Spirit working through the ministries of Grace 
Church.

From the moment I walked into the Nave, I was overwhelmed by the 
beauty of the church.  Between the flowers, the vestments, the incense 
and the music, all of senses were engaged.  I didn’t know about the 
Altar Guild or the Choir ministries, but I was receiving their gifts, none-
theless.During the service, different people eulogized Jeff, recounting 

his commitment to the pilgrimages and mission trips.  As the mother of two young sons, what I heard 
was that this was a church with a vibrant Youth ministry that nurtured and developed its young people 
preparing them for a life of servant leadership.  

I didn’t know about the Fellowship ministry.  All I knew was that after the service, I was noticed and 
directed to Merrow Hall for a gracious reception where strangers went out of their way to greet me and 
make me comfortable. They will know we are Christians by our love, and they will know we are Grace 
Church by our fellowship! I felt drawn to be back in Grace Church again.  

When I returned with my family for Christmas and Easter services, I knew nothing about the operations 
of the worship, usher, lector, acolyte or LEM ministries.  All I knew was that I was having an exalted, 
unparalleled worship experience. I knew I wanted this for me and my family. So, by the time Molly Sim 
called me to invite me to “Bring a Friend to Brunch” one Sunday in Spring 2011, I eagerly accepted.  I 
didn’t know anything about the evangelism ministry that was hosting the event, but I was ready to 
accept the call to Grace that I didn’t even know I was waiting for til it came.  The mimosas were a nice 
bonus.

I started attending Grace after that brunch and never stopped.  The next Easter, I was confirmed along-
side my oldest son, Peregrine.  Since then, both my sons have gone on pilgrimages and mission trips 
and served as acolytes.  I 
have served on, and been 
served by, nearly every minis-
try at Grace Church. 

As a current Vestry member, 
I continue to be awed by 
boundless generosity with 
which this church community 
donates its time, talent and 
treasure to the stewardship 
ministry.  Once I discovered 
that is what those Episcopa-
lians were doing in the lovely 
stone church, I couldn’t wait 
to join Grace Church!

Tracy  with husband Colin and sons Peregrine and Crispin
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Grace-Ful Worship
Look, Listen and Love

I recently spoke at an Adult Forum about how participating in the Sacred 
Ground program has changed my relationships with people around me. Now 
I’ve decided to reach out to a broader audience on the same subject. If you 
were at that Forum, in person or via Zoom, I promise to share two new stories, 
including an additional encounter that took place since that time.

Racism is the topic of the Sacred Ground program, but its message is love. 

June Huber In the Gospel according to John we read a lot about love. The teaching that
stands out for me is when, shortly before his death, Jesus says to his disciples, 

“A new commandment I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you also must love one 
another.” (John 15:12) This can be interpreted to mean that the disciples should love one another, and 
I agree. But I believe that there is also a more universal meaning: that we should all love one another, 
regardless of appearance, language, country of origin, spiritual belief, gender, profession or position in 
society. We’re to love our neighbors, foreigners, our enemies … there’s no getting out of it. The call to 
love is often difficult, but it’s also a reminder of how God loves us: relentlessly, completely, and without 
expectation of return.

Since I participated in a Sacred Ground group, I’ve found myself looking at and listening to people in a 
new way – especially people that I don’t know. It’s not a change that I decided to make – it just hap-
pened. Now, more often than not, I look and listen with the intention of finding love. And, so far, I 
have.

One warm afternoon in March I was driving my Mini-Cooper with the windows open, and I pulled 
up to a red stoplight. Another car pulled up next to me. The driver was a young Black man with long 
dreadlocks who had rolled his windows down too. He was listening to very loud rap, moving his body 
with the music. In the past, I would have made a face (to myself) and rolled up my windows. This time I 
leaned over and motioned that I wanted to talk to him. He turned down the music and looked at me 
with curiosity. I asked, “Is that artist any good?” He said “Yes!” and told me the name of the artist 
(which I have since forgotten). I said, “Thanks! I’m afraid I don’t know much about rap music. I guess 
that’s because I’m old and white.” He laughed and answered, “Well, you can’t help that, can you?”  We 
talked a bit more, the light changed, and we waved goodbye to each other. He then added, “Have a 
blessed day!” I answered, “You too!”

A couple of weeks ago I was working my Friday morning chaplain shift at the hospital. As I walked 
down the hallway, I greeted everyone I passed – visitors, staff, and the occasional patient well enough 
to take a short walk and escape the boredom of their hospital room. I passed an older Latino custodial 
em-ployee who was wheeling a large bin full of trash. I waved at him, noticed his name tag, and said, 
“Hi Juan! How goes it this morning?” He greeted me back by name (we must have met before) and 
asked, “You’re a minister, right?” I explained that some chaplains are ordained, but most of us aren’t 
and are volunteers who have some training in pastoral care. He asked, “Got a minute?” He then 
proceeded to tell me a story. 

One day, years ago, he had a heart attack while he was at work. He was given CPR by a nurse and 
taken down to the Emergency Department on a gurney. They couldn’t revive him and, as he put it, “I 
was actually dead. They called it.” But then, unexpectedly, his heart started beating. “God made me 
alive again! I love to tell my story because God and the people here can work miracles. I want 
everyone to know that. I want them to have hope.” I thanked him so much for making my day just a 
little bit better.

(Continued on Page 26)
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Last Sunday morning I read two Washington Post articles about Russian President Vladimir Putin’s suc-
cesses and failures in Ukraine, and about what he might choose to do next. Every time I read something 
similar, I can’t help but wonder what would allow him to stop the fighting while keeping his ego and 
pride intact. I actually feel sorry for him. Later that day, I was the Intercessor at our 5:00 service. When 
I read “Let us pray for our own needs and those of others,” there was silence. I screwed up my courage 
and added, “Pray for President Vladimir Putin.” I figured that he could use all the help he can get.

I hope you enjoyed my three stories, including the first one that I told at Adult Forum. I look forward to 
finding love in unexpected places, and I hope that God will bless you in a similar way.

The Acolyte Ministry Wants You!
Acolytes are an important part of the worship tradition and experience at 
Grace Church. While the processions and ‘smells and bells’ are the most 
visible contributions, Acolytes assist the Celebrant in other ways throughout 
the service to help it flow smoothly.  The Youth Acolyte Corps serves at the 
Sunday morning Choral Eucharist as well as many of the additional festival 
services.  The Adult Acolyte Corps serves primarily at the 5:00 pm Sunday 
service and assists with most funerals.

Serving as an Acolyte is a great way to learn more about the liturgy and get 
an up-close view of what is happening at the altar and behind the scenes. 
For Youth participants, this ministry reinforces the importance of service 
and provides learning, leadership, and growth opportunities. It has the 
added benefit of helping to engage those who may, otherwise, be restless in 
the pews. We currently have a small group of dedicated acolytes that have 

been working through the evolution to our 
new normal and are now ready to grow the 
ranks. Will you join us?

The time commitment is centered around the 
Sunday services with additional time scheduled 
as needed for training and special festival 
services.  The Youth Acolyte Corps is made up of 
kids in the 3rd grade through adult to serve as 
Tapers, Crucifers, Banner Bearers, Servers, Boat, 
Thurifer, and Master of Ceremonies.  The Adult 
Acolyte Corps serves primarily as Serv-ers, but 
also Crucifer and Thurifer as needed for funerals 
and other special services. 

If you/your kids are interested in serving in the 
Acolyte Corps, or want more information, 
please contact Molly Sim at 
molly.sim@gracealex.org. 

Grace-ful Worship (continued)

Molly Sim
Acolyte Warden
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June 1 Haley Wallace
June 1 Alexander Washington
June 3 Nathan Cline
June 3 Sarah Schultz
June 4 Armando Falcon
June 4 Mary McGoldrick
June 4 Roberto Sanchez
June 6 Mario  Funes
June 6 Cynthia Puskar
June 6 Wolf Ramm
June 7 Nikolai Karamyshev
June 8 Madison Dagne
June 8 Eleanor Reed
June 8 Barbara Spahr
June 9 Lisa Cassady
June 10 Jane Rosman
June 10 Linda Waskowicz
June 13 Peter Bruch
June 14 Joyce Ames
June 15 Richard Kelly
June 16 Alexa Perez
June 17 Katie Hayden
June 17 Sarey Hayden
June 17 Shannon Kelly
June 17 Frank Whitworth
June 18 E.A. Baker
June 18 Kathryn Madigan
June 18 Sally Stone
June 20 Alex Craig
June 20 Cynthia Diehl
June 21 Joshua Keyser
June 21 Jody Stuard
June 22 John Boris
June 23 Emerson Boyd
June 24 Karen Wires
June 25 Fabian Alvarenga
June 25 Jonathan Doelp
June 25 Judith  Willard
June 26 Edward Arthur
June 26 Brynn  Miller
June 27 Jean Hawes
June 27 Isaac Reyes
June 28 Chinggis Amarburen
June 28 Paul Bellantoni
June 28 Rebecca Funes
June 29 Nanna Hillsman
June 29 Erin White

June Birthdays Parish Staff
The Rev Dr Anne Turner ..........................................................Rector
    (rector@gracealex.org)
The Santiago Rodriguez ............................................. Assoiate Rector
The Rev Nina Bacas ..................................................Associate Rector
     (nina.bacas@gracealex.org)
Patti Culbreth ................................Head of Grace Episcopal School
     (pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Kevin Hamilton ..............................................Director of Operations
     (kevin.hamilton@gracealex.org)
Samantha Scheff ..........................................................Music Director
    (samantha.scheff@gracealex.org)
Mary Cyrus ...................................................Financial Administrator
    (financial.admin@gracealex.org)
The Rev Jeremy Means-Koss ....................................Priest Associate
Santana Alvarado ................Communications Specialist (part time)
      (communications.specialist@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez ....................................................................... Sexton
Amorita Quintanilla ...............................................Sexton (part time)

Vestry
Officers
Dan Pattarini ..............................................................Senior Warden
Alison Campbell .........................................................Junior Warden
Jenny Cline ..............................................................................Register
Evan Robinson ..................................................................... Treasurer
Elizabeth Legere .....................................................Member at Large
Class of 2022
Ford Chinworth .......................... Vestry Lead Pastoral Care Team/ 

GES Board Member
Alison Campbell .........................................................Junior Warden
Jenny Cline .............................................................................Registrar
Erin Kelly ........................................... Vestry Lead  Education Team
Stephanie Reed ......................................Vestry Lead Worship Team 
Class of 2023
Elizabeth Legere .....................................................Member at Large
Carlos Arboleda .................................................. Assistant Treasurer
Tracy Enger ........................................Vestry Lead Fellowship Team
Robby Schrum.................................. Vestry Lead Evangelism Team
Evan Robinson ................................Treasurer/GES Board Member 
Class of 2024
Bill Malone ....................................  Vestry Lead Stewardship Team
Lauren Gustafson ...................................... Vestry Lead Youth Team
Rushad Thomas ......................Vestry Lead Communications Team 
Mary Hix .............................................  Vestry Lead Outreach Team
Dan Pattarini ..............................................................Senior Warden

Parish Team Leaders
Jen Pease ................................................................................Outreach
Blair Sokol .................................................................................. Youth
Kemp Williams ...................................................................... Worship
Cindy MacIntyre ...............................................................Evangelism
Liz Rugaber ............................................................. Communications
Geoff Whitlock .................................................................Stewardship
Lisa Bellantoni .................................................................... Education
John Boris ..................................................................... Pastoral Care
Lynn Rohrs .........................................................................Fellowship




