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Hats Off!!! To Vance Allen, Doug Prince, Chrissie Crosby, Liz
Rugaber, Mother Nina, and Heather Wishart-Smith for photos.

Grace Notes July/August 2022 Page 2

From the Rector
Dear Friends in Christ,
This letter may seem technical, but what undergirds it is really theological.

The Rev Dr Anne Turner
Rector

The technical part is to explain, with our new staff configuration, who
does what. Clergy are, by nature, generalists, and the truth is that
Mother Nina, Father Santi and I all love just about every aspect of parish ministry. We are each priests for the entire congregation, and we
each have a stake in the full mission of this church. We are blessed to
have two Associate Rectors with such energy, and the three of us enjoy
collaborating.

However, we also want to be smart with our time, and we want to
make sure there is initiative and accountability in all our program areas.
So we are each taking the lead in certain aspects of church life:
•
•
•

Mother Nina: Children’s Formation, Fellowship, Youth
Father Santi: Adult Formation, Evangelism, Outreach
Mother Anne: Pastoral Care, Stewardship, Worship

Kevin Hamilton will be taking the lead with our communications, and of course is the point of contact
for administrative concerns. Father Santi will also be convening Consejo de La Gracia (the La Gracia
Council).
So where’s the theology?
The reason to tell you these responsibilities is not only to be organized and transparent. It’s also to
allow clear and honest communication. If you know who is accountable for a particular area of our
life, and you have a concern, or an inspiration, or a question, I want you to be able to go to that person
directly. Direct communication is healthy communication.
And healthy communication? There’s the theology. During ordinary time, this long season of Pentecost, the lectionary has us thinking about how to be disciples and how to do the work of the church. To
do the work of God, we need to have a healthy community. The way we behave with one another both
sets the stage for our mission—and is, itself, an expression of God’s presence.
When we are direct, when we are honest, when we collaborate, when we are inclusive: these are the
circumstances that allow God to be known.
I know I join my colleagues in saying I look forward to the ministry ahead of us.
Yours in Christ,
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Summer has begun at Grace, and we are delighted with
our new offering of Family Church at 9 am. Meeting in the
Amphitheater through Labor Day weekend, we celebrate
a child-focused Holy Eucharist followed by a fun activity.
Each Sunday will have a different theme. At our kick-off,
we wore summer pajamas, ate pancakes and had a blast
on the playground! [Photos on next page]
With Grace School out of session for the summer, our
church and school spaces are having an uplift with new
carpet and paint. This means our nursery will be new and
improved by September, and other surprises await our
children’s program. You will hear more in the next issue of
Grace Notes!
This spring and summer, our PS-5th grade Sunday Schoolers and our La Gracia congregation have been thinking of
others this upcoming cold winter. Both groups have created original artwork squares to be made into quilts by
Jane Rosman. Two quilts are now finished, and the La
Gracia quilt is coming soon.
The Rev Nina Bacas
Associate Rector
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These are truly works of art from the caring hearts of our
congregation!

9 am Family Service
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J2A Pilgrimage -- Passing Through Chicago...

Our J2A Pilgrims stopped in Chicago en route
to their destination in Montana. Obviously
having a grand time. Then on to Montana - a
32- hour train ride.
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... Arriving in Beautiful Montana
The pilgrims arrived in Montana on
June 29th. The theme of the first two
days was delighting in the majesty of
God’s creation, moments of cooking and
eating, hiking, and praying in Big Sky
Country.
The weekend was filled with opportunities to reflect on loving relationships
with God’s creation, with our indigenous
siblings, and with everyone we
encountered along our journey.
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From the School
Come to me … and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28
Our school community now enjoys a summer of rest
after a successful school year. Once again, we were
happy to gather in person each day amidst pandemic
conditions to meet the needs of our students. Our
2021-2022 school year was filled with learning,
laughter and love.
We will use the summer months as a time for rejuvenation as well as a time for facility work. The Baroody
Camp will be held at Grace through the month of
July. The camp uses space on the second and third
floors as well as the playground area. To learn more, please visit www.baroodycamps.com. Baroody
will not be hosting camp at Grace in August to allow for facility work to be completed.
Patti Culbreth
Head of School
Grace Episcopal School

In mid-June, Gage Construction began work on the first floor of the school areas of Grace. Crews will
then move to the second and third floors in the month of August. We look forward to new carpet and
paint in school classrooms and hallways. Bathrooms on the first and second floor will also be painted.
The School is excited to partner with the Church for further renovations to include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Water abatement issues in the parking lot
Regrade, resurface and restripe the parking lot
Paint and Carpet Merrow Hall Auditorium
New cabinets, countertops and flooring in Merrow Hall Auditorium/Kitchen side
New partition wall in Merrow Hall auditorium
Renovation to main elevator

This facility work is exciting as it will create a fresh and inviting space for church and school. We are
grateful to work as partners to serve the Grace community by contributing to the overall plan.
Wishing our Grace community a blessed summer!
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Congratulations Grace Graduates
We are extremely proud of the 2022 fifth grade graduating class!
These bright students will go to the following schools in the fall:
Alexandria Country Day School (1) • Commonwealth Academy (1)
Congressional School (1) • George Washington Middle School (1)
Holy Trinity School (1) • St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School (4)

GraceSchoolAlex.org 703-549-5067
3601 Russell Road, Alexandria, VA 22305

Independent School in Alexandria
Preschool Ages 3 through Grade Five
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Nature-Based Hymns
for a Summer Stroll

Samantha Scheff
Director of Music

Ah, Summer. Late evening strolls, running after fireflies, picnics
by the water, camping and backpacking-these are some of my
favorite summer activities. Nature has so much to offer when
it comes to inspiration and connection to the Divine. After all,
spending time in nature is a way to directly experience God’s
creation. Genesis doesn’t continue with “and on Day 8 God
made a fellowship hall”!
There are numerous hymns that delve into this nature connection, and I want to share some popular ones with you. These
songs are perfect for singing while gardening or on a stroll. If
you are hiking, singing even has the benefit of alerting bears to
your presence and helping prevent encounters. (Let’s just
hope Smokey doesn’t find your singing un-bear-able.)

9 Popular Hymns about Nature:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All Things Bright and Beautiful (#405 in The Hymnal 1982)
This Is My Father’s World (#651 in The Hymnal 1982)
How Great Thou Art (#60 in Lift Every Voice and Sing)
All Creatures of Our God and King (#400 in The Hymnal 1982)
In the Garden (#69 in Lift Every Voice and Sing)
Fairest Lord Jesus (#384 in The Hymnal 1982)
We Plow the Fields and Scatter (#291 in The Hymnal 1982)
Here I Am Lord (#77 in My Heart Sings Out)
Morning Has Broken (#8 in The Hymnal 1982)

What is your favorite nature hymn?

Our clergy team — Father
Santiago Rodriguez, Sara
Spurlock Biggs (Seminarian),
Mother Anne Turner, and
Mother Nina Bacas.
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Shrine Mont 2022 September 9-11

For those new to
Grace, Shrine Mont
is a Diocese of Virginia retreat center
in Orkney Springs,
Virginia. Originally
a Victorian hotel
built to house
guests who came
to, “take the
waters,” the property was bought
This year’s coordinators: Kemp Williams, Heather
by the Diocese
Hurley, and Lorna Worley
and renovated
over many years to
house Diocesan activities, parish retreats, summer camps and, like a regular hotel, overnight guests.
Registration for Shrine Mont is online on the Breeze app, as it was last year. There will also be forms
to sign up at coffee hour. If that doesn’t work for you, contact us at Shrinemont2022@gracealex.org.
Someone will be in touch and arrange to get you registered.
When Grace goes to Shrine Mont, we have things we love to do. Besides eating, there is sitting on the
porch visiting, hiking whether in groups up the mountain to the Cross or just walking by yourself. There
is a labyrinth for meditation, activities you can take or leave, reading, relaxing, worshiping together or
praying alone. It’s a wonderful time to visit with old friends or take the time to talk to people you’ve
just met.
Some things we have done in the past that will happen again this year:
• Signing cards for those who can’t join us at Shrine Mont or those who need our prayers.
• Bonfire and singing together and eating s’mores.
• Hayride! We missed this last year, but we are trying to reintroduce it again this year.
• Porch activites, games, and a jigsaw puzzle.
• Dancing! Our DJ is looking forward to his time with Grace folks.
• FOLLIES! It wouldn’t be Shrine Mont without Follies.
• Rockets! Many thanks to Brian Foucart who took over this much loved event from Frank Waskowicz.
• Worship. We have Morning Prayer, Compline and Eucharist. We have many members of La Gracia
joining us this year, so we are hoping to incorporate more Spanish language worship in our schedule.
• Butt Buns!
• And last, but not least, fellowship. Building a community at Grace is how we hold ourselves together in difficult times. Fellowship is the base of our family life at Grace.
If your favorite activity is not listed here, then let us know! I’m sure we will find a way to include it. Contact us at Shrinemont2022@gracealex.org with any suggestions or ideas.
So if you have attended every year for the past 40 years or if you have never gone before, consider
Shrine Mont as a family retreat where the only thing you have to attend is meals. And you can still
“take the waters.”
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Shrine Mont 2021 — Happy Memories
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Grace at Shrine Mont 2021 (Continued)
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Grace at Shrine Mont 2021 (Continued)
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Building and Facilities Matters
The work has begun! The first work is replacing carpet in areas where it is
worn and tired on the first floor where the summer day camp is not using
the space. There are areas that are being refreshed and some areas are
not. We wish we had an endless budget to replace all of the carpet and
paint all of the walls and we do not. The parking lot work will begin 18 July
and last for approximately three weeks. During that work, the parking lot
will not be available. Parking is available in the Food Star lot and a walkway
to the church will be maintained for us by the contractor.
The GEC/GES Leadership has continued to meet and currently we are
preparing for a Reserve Study to be completed by a professional firm. The
report from this study will give us the starting data for Grace Church to
plan to be good stewards of our property. We have a definitive plan for the
expected lifecycle of the components of our entire facility. How long will things last, how much is it to
replace or repair items, and when can we expect and plan for this work.
Alison Campbell
Junior Warden

When the summer day camp is finished for the year and the construction work is complete we will
change the door code in preparation for the new school and program year. Please keep an eye on
emails from the church office throughout the project so you’ll keep up to date on progress and information, as we all learn to navigate in the building with what is under construction and what is next.

ln June, the parish extended appreciation to Erin
Kelly for her leadership in our youth programs.
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What is Fellowship at Grace?
According to the American Heritage Dictionarty, fellowship is:
•
•
•

The companionship of individuals in a congenial atmosphere and on
equal terms.
Friendship; comradeship.
A close association of friends or equals sharing similar interests.

Imagine that you are hosting a gathering for family or friends, such as a
reunion or Thanksgiving dinner. Your goal is to host a joyful and comfortable gathering for all to enjoy and remember.
First, you select the date and send out invitations.
Then the true preparation begins. Here’s a list:
• Plan a menu
• Purchase food and supplies, depending on the event
• Clean the house
• Set up the room(s), yard as needed, with decorations, seating, etc.
• Prepare the food and drink

Lynn Rohrs

On the day, the celebration of family and
friends begins, and you:
• Greet and make welcome all guests
• Enjoy the party while providing service
as needed
• Perhaps clean up as you go along, as
family and friends enjoy time together
• Bid everyone goodbye, and finish the
clean up, putting rooms to rights, finishing the laundry (maybe the next day)
So it is with fellowship at Grace. Our covenant of hospitality includes coffee hours,
special receptions, church picnics, caring
support of funerals and family receptions,
An outdoor reception sponsored by Fellowship group
perhaps a renewal of foyer dinners, or other such social gatherings of Grace friends
and ministry members. We are all the beneficiaries of fellowship, and can contribute to its success.
Whether a gathering is for a few or a hundred members, the basics of good hospitality are needed, and
anyone can contribute in small, occasional or frequent ways to show our love for our community.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be an occasional coffee hour host (set up beverages, provide a snack)
Shop for supplies at Costco, Target, or various grocery stores.
Provide food for events (savories, sweets, according to the menu needs).
Help with funerals (greeting at the door, helping with reception).
Help with special receptions—set up room, decorate, provide food, help with service, clean up, put
away tables/chairs, take home laundry.
Participate in occasional committee work to keep kitchen and fellowship supplies and equipment in
good repair for all uses.
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Fellowship at Grace (Continued)
Please think about how you would like to
participate in the “Family of Grace” and its
embrace of loving fellowship for all in our
community.
Look for sign up options during coffee hour
over the next weeks, send an email, visit us
in the hallways of Grace. Everyone is welcome to join the party!!
Lynn Rohrs,
weaverlyn47@gmail.com
Tracy Enger
tracy.enger@gracealex.org
Mary Hix in the clean up mode following a
reception in the auditorium
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Behind the Scenes
I am amazed that the Altar Flowers are arranged by the amazing Grace Church
Altar Guild and not professional florists. The arrangements are beautiful and if I
didn’t know better, I would think skilled florists have been at work and delivered
them ready to display. However, I see the buckets of flowers and the occasional
box of floral foam that are delivered before the masterpieces are created and
make their Sunday debut, so I know better. It is a labor of love, with volunteers
honing their artistic craft in an effort to share something beautiful with the parish.
I also have the pleasure of working with Lisa Doelp who, in addition to being an
Office Volunteer, administrates the flower fund and ordering with a high degree
Kevin Hamilton
of loving care. Therefore, I get to see the process from start to finish
Director of Operations
even before the group of volunteers/artists create the arrangements. After Sunday,
the stunning glimpse of God’s creative beauty in the Nave doesn’t stop there. A team of folks break down
the arrangements into smaller ones and another team, organized by John Boris, rotates home delivery to
various parishioners, often those experiencing a challenge such as an illness or loss. All together, my guess is
that there are probably 20 – 30 volunteers who are a part of this blessing from beginning to end.
This ministry also serves as a tremendous
symbol of what makes Grace such a dynamic
place for care and connection. So many people work behind the scenes, partnering with
one another and God to make the good stuff
happen here at 3601 Russell Road. As the Director of Ops, I get to see many of those quiet
heroes who roll up their sleeves and serve.
So what about you? Are you looking for a way
to bloom where God has planted you through
service? Perhaps you are ready to jump in and
make a difference but are wondering where to
start. Well, if you see someone serving in an
area that interests you, feel free to ask them
how you can join the team. Not sure who may
be serving in an area of your interest? Feel
free to reach out to your clergy or a member
of the Vestry (church leadership) and they
can help make that connection. You can also
email me and I would be more than happy to
connect you with a ministry leader for more
information. Your unique skills and talents can
make a tremendous difference here at Grace.
Also, don’t forget that you can help sponsor
the Altar Flowers on a particular Sunday. See
the Altar Flower notice in this edition of Grace
Notes for more information!
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Our Neighborhood

Arlandria Neighborhood Proposed Development (2024)
On January 22nd, Alexandria City Council gave preliminary approval to AHDC’s plans for a 475-unit, 100%
committed affordable housing community and neighborhood-serving commercial development on Mt. Vernon
and Glebe, in the Arlandria-Chirilagua neighborhood.
north of Grace Church. AHDC is a non-profit community
developer of quality affordable housing and communityfocused spaces in Alexandria neighborhoods.” The project would replace an existinghome
shopping
center, formerly
to Safeway,
and a
surface parking lot owned
by the city. Pre-leasing
will start in 2023 or 2024
The development, which
would begin construction
in 2023 and be completed
in several phases until
2026, will include over 100
apartments for those earning up to 40% of the Area
Median Income (AMI, or
about $52,000 for a family of four in 2021). This
is an ambitious target for
these lowest-cost units
that was highlighted as a
critical need by members
of the Arlandria-Chirilagua
community. In addition,
over 200 units will serve
families making up to 60%
The project is across Glebe Road from the commercial parking lot that abutts
AMI, and over 100 units
Grace Church. The schematic view is looking east along Mt Vernon Avenue. A
will support families at
link to all past AHDC meeting materials can be found at: https://www.housingalexandria.org/blog/2021/7/6/arlandria-chirilagua-mt-veron-amp-glebe-reports- 80% AMI.
studies-submissions-and-other-files. Also visit www.housingalexandria.org/arlandria for all information about this development. You can also email questions The community will feature several amenities and
to AHDC at communications@housingalexandria.org.
open spaces for residents
Images provided with permission of AHDC.

and the public to enjoy as

well. At the center of the development is a large public courtyard, accessible by the public during the
daytime. Residents will also have three private rooftop terraces with recreational programming, community rooms, underground parking, ample bike storage for children and adults, and more. AHDC also
intends to continue its popular community gardening program at this location, which will provide for
community activity and return free, fresh produce to residents.
Over 38,000 square feet of community-serving commercial space to support community-focused organizations, which may include a low-cost healthcare clinic, affordable housing, or city services satellite
offices, in addition to space for local restaurants.
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Why We Came to Grace
and have stayed for 53 years

In August of 1969 when Frank returned from VN, he was assigned to
the Pentagon for three years we thought. With our three children,
Eric, 10, Bruce, 8 and Kristin, almost 6, we moved to West Springfield
and the first house we had ever owned. The realtor told us it was just
20 minutes from the Pentagon (probably true at two in the morning.
As is true with most military families, we began “church shopping.”
We had moved 13 times in 11 years so we saw lots of churches.
I began calling area churches, looking for the Eucharist and church
school. When I called Grace Church a cheerful voice said, “I hope
you’ll come here. I know you’ll love us. Be sure to introduce yourself
to Fr. Merrow. He won’t remember your name, but he’ll know your
Linda Waskowicz
face.” The cheerful voice belonged to the parish secretary, Dorothy
Daniel, who became my closest friend. When we first walked into the
nave and saw the votive lights, I thought “uh oh it’s one of those very high churches with a heaviness”
but when Fr. Merrow came down to the crossing to speak informally, Frank whispered to me, “This is
it.”
We lived in West Springfield for our first 16 years at Grace Church and almost lived on Shirley Highway
(I95) as we became more and more involved beginning with my invitation from Fr. Merrow to join the
Altar Guild. Frank, who doesn’t have a chauvinistic bone in his body, said “I think we should do something for the church. Why don’t you join.” I did and that was the beginning of a happy experience that
lasted 51 years. More time was spent on the highway as our children prepared for confirmation one
day a week at four pm and Saturday mornings for six weeks, and then Sundays in youth groups. Once
our children were out of college and Frank was nearing retirement from the Army, we balanced moving to New Hampshire against moving to Alexandria. Grace Church and Alexandria won. All three of our
children are actively “churched,” Eric and his family at Grace, Bruce and his family in Lancaster, PA and
Kristin and her family outside Philadelphia. Eric and Sara and Kristin and Brent were married at Grace.
Kristin is soon to become a vocational deacon in the Diocese of PA. We credit Grace Church for giving
them a strong foundation to build on.
Frank and I served several terms on the vestry and when he was senior warden he thought he should
attend a Christmas program put on by Grace Episcopal School. He came home effusive with praise that
began a long relationship with the school, Frank serving on the Board and my editing the school newsletter for over 25 years. Eric and Sara’s daughter, Lucy,
graduated from GES.
Whenever I am asked to describe Grace Church, I say it
manages to follow traditional liturgy in a serious way,
while being joyful. We have fun. The Three Ms as I call
them, Frs Merrow, Moody and Malm, were able to hold
onto this feeling throughout our time at Grace and
Mother Turner is doing the same. We are grateful for
this church, our church home.
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The Medleys go to Greece and Turkey
In early June, Paige, Brett and I traveled to Greece for a few days before
moving on to Istanbul to meet up with Lucy.

Athens We flew into Athens and spent the day exploring the neigh-

borhood around our hotel. It was centrally located near the Parliament
and beneath the Acropolis, the neighborhood around us was very vibrant with lots of locals, tourists, shops and restaurants. The next day we
had a driver and a tour guide who gave us a tour of the city by car. The
driver dropped us and the guide at the bottom of the Acropolis so that
we could hike up to the Parthenon. Even though it was barely 9:30 a.m.
it was very hot. We all had hats and wore very comfortable shoes.
Lisa Medley

The Acropolis rises quite spectacularly from
the ground and we were intimidated by the
prospect of the hike. However, the climb up
had a crisscross path and we stopped enough
to make the trek quite easy. I was really impressed with so many people that were climbing up – folks with canes and knee braces
and all sorts of things you might think would
be prohibitive to making the climb. Clearly,
climbing up the Acropolis is on many people’s
bucket lists and a little inconvenience wasn’t
going to get in the way.
I had a vague understanding of what the
Acropolis and the Parthenon were – I used
the terms interchangeably in meaning that
“ancient and famous temple in Athens that
sits on a high hill and that everyone gets their
picture taken at.” It turns out the Acropolis is
the generic description used for the highest
point and there are many other Acropoleis in
Greece.
Pericles build the Parthenon during the 5th
century BC on top of the Acropolis. The Parthenon is a temple to Athena, which despite
Brett, Lisa, and Paige at the Acropolis
being damaged and looted extensively is still
a wondrous and impressive site. Near the base of the Acropolis is the beginnings of Greek Theater. We
saw the ruins of the theater and support areas and learned about an annual festival in which all of the
submitted plays were performed over a period of days and at the end of which a winner was declared –
think origin of the Oscars! Seriously, though, this was very impressive as we learned about the origin of
theater, all details of which are roots of modern-day theater. The nearby Parthenon Museum is a must
see for many reasons, not the least of which is it gives a clear visual that the famous “Elgin Marbles”
in the British Museum were literally stolen from the Parthenon by Lord Elgin who then sold them at a
profit. Like our Greek Theater lesson, this is punctuated by a full stop.
Continued on page 22
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Santorini Santorini is a volcanic island off the coast of Greece. In Santorini, we stayed in the town
of Thira, which was a beautiful village at the top of the island ridge where we enjoyed the views and
relaxed by the pool. We toured an ancient (3500 years old) town that had been buried by a volcanic
eruption. The town is Akortiri, only recently discovered in 1967. The inhabitants were very advanced
enjoying a thriving sea trade with other cultures around the Aegean Sea. The town and buildings were
advanced in design, have remaining frescoes, art, interiors and exteriors and indoor toilets with underground plumbing. An enduring mystery is what happened to the inhabitants and there have been no
human remains found.
We also visited the town of Oia, which was similar in size and beauty to Thira. Thira has many lodgings
built down from the top of the ridge that are popular with honeymooners. These lodgings are quite
difficult to navigate with many stone stairs up and down and no elevators. Oia has more of the white
buildings with the beautiful blue roofs. The highlight of Santorini was a sunset dinner cruise around
the island on a beautiful catamaran. We enjoyed swimming in the Aegean, jumping into the ocean and
snorkeling.

Istanbul The next day we met Lucy in Istanbul. She flew from Zagreb in Croatia after finishing a study
abroad program for her Masters.

Istanbul is built around the strategic
Bosporus River which connects the
Black Sea with the Aegean Sea. It
also sits between Europe and Asia.
Our hotel was on the Bosporus on
the European side. Day one we went
to Bursa which is a town dating from
about 1350 and was a capital of the
Ottoman State and is about an hour
from the center of Istanbul. There
we toured a UNESCO site which is a
village dating back about 400 years.
Next up was a Mosque where we took
in the beauty and unique architecture
and learned that a Mosque complex
always included the Mosque, a hospital, a school and a kitchen that provides for the poor with prepared meals and food supplies. We had a typical Turkish meal for lunch and
then capped off the day visiting the incredible market in Bursa which was a stop on the Silk Road. The
countryside in this part of Turkey was green, lush and bountiful.
Over the next few days, we toured the major sites of Istanbul including the Blue Mosque, the Hagia
Sophia and the Suleymaniye Mosque, all of which were spectacular. We walked through the markets
and neighborhoods, learned about the Roman ruins and remains, the Ottoman Empire and modern-day
Turkey. We also did a cruise on the Bosporus highlighted by the beautiful palaces and wealthy Ottoman homes along the river. Enhancing our tour was our tour guide, Yousef, who over the course of 5
days gave another perspective of the world. That of a proud Turk who views the world mostly from an
Eastern view including comments about WW1, which was the fall of the Ottomans, legitimacy of the
current Turkish President and the future of the West vs East among other topics. I was stretched out of
my mostly Western liberal comfort zone and really appreciated his history and perspective.
So much to see and so much to learn and experience, but it was time to come home and get back to
our lives. Grateful for the experience and can’t wait for our next adventure.
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Thank You Frank and Linda!
It Doesn’t Seem Enough

You Care About People
You care about people
and it shows.
You are generous with your
time,
giving of your energy,
lavish with your unselfish
deeds.
I will remember your kindness
to us.
Thank you for brightening
our world
with your thoughtfulness.
It really means a lot.

We want to tell you "Thank you,"
But it doesn’t seem enough.
Words don’t seem sufficient-"Blah, blah" and all that stuff.
Please know we have deep feelings
About your generous act.
We really appreciate you;
You’re special, and that’s a fact!
-Poem by Joanna Fuchs

-Poem by Joanna Fuchs

New Grace Notes Leadership

In September, Frank and Linda Waskowicz will relinquish leadership of
Grace Notes to Diana Jarrett, Kevin Hamilton, and Joyce Ames. "We've
had a great time and know Grace Notes is in good hands." - Frank

Diana Jarrett, Editor

Kevin Hamilton, Layout

I’m looking forward to being a part of the Grace
Notes team and following in the huge footsteps of
Frank Waskowicz who spearheaded the publication’s
evolution from a short, informational bulletin to a
polished magazine that highlights all areas of our
amazing church community. - Diana

Joyce, Proof Reader

I am thrilled to join the Grace Notes team! Despite being a
Grace parishioner since 1984, I really rely on our written
communications to stay in the know, especially as we begin
to tiptoe out of our two years of COVID. There is much to
embrace, celebrate, and participate in within our Grace
Church community and beyond, and I am happy to help
share the news! - Joyce

Grace Notes is published 10 times a year by Grace Episcopal Church,
Alexandria, Virginia – monthly except for combined July/August and
December/January issues.
The next Grace Notes deadline is August 15 for the September issue.
Articles should be submitted by e-mail to grace.notes@gracealex. org.
All articles are subject to editing.
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July Birthdays
July 1
July 2
July 5
July 8
July 9
July 9
July 10
July 10
July 14
July 15
July 16
July 16
July 18
July 18
July 18
July 18
July 18
July 20
July 22
July 22
July 23
July 23
July 23
July 23
July 24
July 24
July 25
July 26
July 27
July 28
July 28
July 28
July 28
July 30
July 31

Helen Sweeney
Sherryl Dodd
Summer Jones
Michael Gentry
Diana Kellogg
Robert Schultz
Kimberly Broome
Haywood Torrence
Marjean Kaufman
Evangelina Dobbs
Karlene Kelly
Christopher Rugaber
Christine Crosby
John Hall
David Murphy
Ruth Schrott
Celia Schultz
Reba Winstead
Carl Eckel
Barry Rosman
Vance Allen
Reagan Cline
Lance Moody
The Rt Rev Robert Moody
Emely Chamorro
Michael Jones
Jean Reed
Jacqueline Acabal Perez
Kevin Hamilton
Annie Eason
Julia McClung
Avery Meeks
Jane Weaver
Larry Wszalek
Stephanie Reed
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August Birthdays
August 01
August 01
August 02
August 02
August 02
August 03
August 04
August 08
August 08
August 08
August 09
August 12
August 12
August 13
August 15
August 18
August 21
August 21
August 21
August 22
August 23
August 25
August 26
August 26
August 30
August 31
August 31
August 31
August 31
August 31

Joseph Foucart
Emily Graves
Heather Hurley
Amy Phillips
Wendell Thomas
Joanne Davis
Madeline Prosser
John Barker
Diana Jarrett
Kimberly Reyes
Erica McFarquhar
Beverly Borgia
Claire Whitworth
Peter Schrum
Cynthia Fors
Isaac Reyes
Aidan Smith
Frank Waskowicz
Aidan White
Melba Moran
Keith Giacomo
Jeffery Chiow
Andrew Smith
Colin Stancil
Stephen Lovell
Susan Hayduchok
Kathleen Paige
Amorita Quintanilla
Catalina Velasquez
Timothy Willard

Parish Staff

Santana Alvarado................. Communications Specialist (part time)
(communications.specialist@gracealex.org)
The Rev Nina Bacas...................................................Associate Rector
(nina.bacas@gracealex.org)
Patti Culbreth.................................Head of Grace Episcopal School
(pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org)
Mary Cyrus....................................................Financial Administrator
(financial.admin@gracealex.org)
Kevin Hamilton...............................................Director of Operations
(kevin.hamilton@gracealex.org)
Pedro Hernandez........................................................................ Sexton
The Rev Jeremy Means-Koss.....................................Priest Associate
Amorita Quintanilla................................................Sexton (part time)
The Rev Santiago Rodriguez.....................................Associate Rector
(santiago.rodriguez@gracealex.org)
Samantha Scheff...........................................................Music Director
(samantha.scheff@gracealex.org)
The Rev Dr Anne Turner...........................................................Rector
(rector@gracealex.org)

Vestry

Officers
Dan Pattarini...............................................................Senior Warden
Alison Campbell..........................................................Junior Warden
Jenny Cline...............................................................................Register
Evan Robinson...................................................................... Treasurer
Elizabeth Legere......................................................Member at Large
Class of 2022
Ford Chinworth........................... Vestry Lead Pastoral Care Team/
GES Board Member
Alison Campbell..........................................................Junior Warden
Jenny Cline.............................................................................Register
Erin Kelly............................................ Vestry Lead Education Team
Stephanie Reed....................................... Vestry Lead Worship Team
Class of 2023
Elizabeth Legere......................................................Member at Large
Carlos Arboleda................................................... Assistant Treasurer
Tracy Enger.........................................Vestry Lead Fellowship Team
Robby Schrum.................................. Vestry Lead Evangelism Team
Evan Robinson................................. Treasurer/GES Board Member
Class of 2024
Bill Malone..................................... Vestry Lead Stewardship Team
Lauren Gustafson....................................... Vestry Lead Youth Team
Rushad Thomas....................... Vestry Lead Communications Team
Mary Hix.............................................. Vestry Lead Outreach Team
Dan Pattarini...............................................................Senior Warden
Parish Team Leaders
Jen Pease.................................................................................Outreach
Erin White................................................................................... Youth
Kemp Williams....................................................................... Worship
Cindy MacIntyre................................................................Evangelism
Liz Rugaber.............................................................. Communications
Geoff Whitlock..................................................................Stewardship
Lisa Bellantoni..................................................................... Education
John Boris...................................................................... Pastoral Care
Lynn Rohrs..........................................................................Fellowship
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