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From Our Rector
Dear Friends in Christ,
Last month, my family spent time on vacation with friends of ours on a trip to Vermont that has somehow become our annual
tradition. Both families have children the same ages. The trip started by chance when the kids were in preschool. Without
planning to, we built a decade of memories together.The oldest of those preschoolers is now applying to college.
Everywhere we turned, memories were waiting. The time we discovered a new swimming hole. The time we saw a porcupine.
The time we tried goat yoga (yes, really). It was tempting to drink deeply from the well of nostalgia.
What I learned pretty fast, though, is that the kids got bored with our nostalgia. And with good reason. Memories sustain us,
but they are not a well-balanced emotional diet.
What turned out to be a lot more interesting were the conversations about our present and our future. Where are we going to
swim today? What trail should we hike? What kind of person are you growing into? Where do you want to go from here?
When I consider the fall ahead of us at Grace Church, these are the questions I am excited about. I love our roots. But who are
we growing into? Where are we going now?
We know, of course, that Jesus Christ is our true north. Our vestry is working hard to articulate our particular calling as a
parish through a new mission statement, one that will give us a shared focus and direction.
What else helps us dream?
We worship together. The Eucharist is at the center of our life here, and our shared experience of that liturgy is what lifts
up our hearts. (It gives me joy to see our liturgy renewed, with new acolytes, choir members, and other participants.)
We spend time together. Fellowship is a churchy word, but it really means spending time together with no agenda other
than joy. It’s holy hanging out. Shrine Mont gives many of us a chance to reconnect.
We get inspired. Through formation—the deliberate work to open ourselves to new information, ideas, and perspectives
—we spark our imagination. Kids do this all the time (check out our new Godly Play room to see how). Adults need to do it,
too.
We encounter the world around us. It happens twice a week, when our Food Pantry brings our neighbors to our doors. It
happens in the work of VOICE or Becoming Beloved Community, when we deliberately engage in conversations around
justice.
My invitation to you is to start dreaming. God has given us our past. And now God wants to give us a future. Together, we can
dream our way toward it.
Yours in Christ,

THE REV. DR. ANNE M. TURNER
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Becoming Beloved Community:
Practicing the Way of Love
by Liz Rugaber
One of the quadrants of the Beloved Community labyrinth is

Did loan officers writing mortgages hold personal beliefs

Practicing the Way of Jesus' Love. It is focused on

that Black persons were “inferior” and thus deny them loans

formation. We should always practice and be formed by

to afford houses in white neighborhoods? Maybe, but the

Jesus’ way of healing love, especially as he calls us to

federal government’s written policies that deemed

examine systemic structures of oppression and their impact

neighborhoods largely populated by Blacks as lesser in

on our own and others’ lives, and to grow as ambassadors of

value than those in predominantly white neighborhoods

reconciliation and healing.

certainly contributed to the segregation of our cities and

A key baptismal promise here is, “Will you seek and serve
Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?”
Perhaps even more critical to Practicing the Way, in my

towns. (This practice is called “redlining.” If you’ve never
heard of it, please read the linked story, or the book The
Color of Law by Richard Rothstein.)

mind, is to live out our baptismal promise to “renounce the

When you learn about systemic racism, when you learn

evil powers of the world which corrupt and destroy the

about our history that has brought us to our violent and

creatures of God.” It’s a lot easier to think about “loving

divisive land, you are Practicing the Way of Love. When you

your neighbor” because it seems easy to grasp

tell a friend about what you have learned, you are Practicing

on an individual scale. However, combined with our

the Way. When you speak publicly about injustice that you
see, you are Practicing the Way.

vow to renounce the corrupting powers of the
world, it gives us a framework to combat

Our city of Alexandria is Practicing the

systemic oppression, to combat those

Way, whether it knows it or not, through

systems in place that do not treat all

its Alexandria Community Remembrance

persons as equal, that do not see all

Project. ACRP is a city-wide initiative

persons as children of God, and which

dedicated to helping Alexandria

hold all of us down as a result, far from

understand its history of racial terror

God’s love and peace.

hate crimes. On August 8, 2022, the city
commemorated Benjamin Thomas (who

Oppression is a common theme in the Bible

was lynched for an allegation that was never

and, time and time again, God sides with

proven) and those who defended him (who were

the poor, the oppressed, the marginalized, and

arrested and sent to a chain gang). This October,

those victimized by the powers of the world. We read
stories in the Bible about the powerful taking more for

officials and citizens working with the Equal Justice Initiative

themselves (often by violence) at the expense of the “weak”:

(EJI) will make a pilgrimage to Montgomery and Selma,

Cain vs. Abel, Nimrod and Babylon, the nation of Israel’s

visiting several civil rights sites. This pilgrimage will also

corrupt priests, etc. The promise of the Messiah is a promise

include delivering soil from locations representative of

to change this cycle of oppression. Where the weak shall

Joseph McCoy's and Benjamin Thomas' lives, as part of

inherit the kingdom of God (Matthew 25:31–40), and our

Alexandria's process to "claim" the six foot pillar at the

struggle is not against our neighbors, but “against the rulers,

National Memorial for Peace and Justice memorializing

against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this

these Alexandria lynching victims. The process to claim the

present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the

pillar includes, among many other steps, community

heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). Certainly, the God we

education and dialogue, establishing a marker at the site of

encounter in the Holy Scriptures is our Loving, Liberating,

the lynchings, and creating a permanent place of

and Life-Giving Savior.

remembrance for a future pillar. EJI has not yet released a

Systemic racism is indeed a form of systemic oppression. It is
not personal prejudice alone that sustains it. It is fed by
societal structures and relationships that alienate an entire
people in service of exploitation. Why do we accept
that our schools, health care systems, and neighborhoods
are still largely segregated along race lines?

3

pillar to any community, and Alexandria continues to work
toward achieving this goal. All of this work, including the
acts of naming and remembering those who have been
oppressed, gives power to the oppressed.
If we do not forget them, their stories will begin to shape our
own.

Walk in Love * Camina en El Amor
Shrine Mont Is Coming
by Lorna Worley
On September 9, 2022, we will travel to

Our Sunday includes an early Spanish

Orkney Springs, Virginia, with our parish

Eucharist, walk to the Cross (weather

family to share a weekend in the

permitting), rockets, signing cards, an

mountains. We will play, dance, sing,

English Eucharist, and fried chicken.

eat, and enjoy the mountain air
together.

Check the weather for Orkney Springs
before you pack. We have had 90º days

If you have been before, you know what

and 60º days. The nights will get a

to expect. We all hope for great

great deal cooler than here in the city.

weather, but we have a good time no

There are some fans available, but you

matter what.

may need to bring one if that's

Our Friday schedule is the Second
Annual Shrine Mont Golf Classic

important to you. If you want to
participate in yoga, bring your mat.

(contact Jay Legere for more

You will receive an email information

information), signing cards, the dance

packet before you need to pack. If you

party, Compline, and porch sitting.

don't get it, please let the office know.

Our Saturday schedule is morning
prayer, conversations with the clergy,
porch sitting, a walk to the labyrinth, a

If you prefer to have it mailed to you,
please let the office know by emailing
director.of.operations@gracealex.org

bilingual Eucharist, porch activities,
signing cards, a croquet tournament,
porch sitting, FOLLIES, the Scottish
Heritage event, games, porch sitting,
yoga, and Compline.
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From Mother Nina
THE REV. NINA BACAS,
ASSOCIATE RECTOR & GRACE SCHOOL CHAPLAIN
Wonder and imagination are gifts from God. In the Godly
Play room, children are physically immersed in the stories
of God and God’s people. They sit in a semi-circle with the
stories all around them at eye-level. The circle of stories
begins on the left with the Old Testament Sacred Stories.
Moving clockwise, we have stories of Advent, Christmas,
and Epiphany. Next are Lent, Easter, Pentecost, and the
Church. We have stories of Saints and saints (people who
inspire us). We have many, many parables. In the middle
of the semi-circle of stories is the altar shelf with stories
and images of Jesus as the baby, the Christ, the Good
Shepherd, and the Light. The altar shelf also has the
stories of baptism and communion. Note that in the Godly
Play room, our altar shelf is on the opposite side of the
New Godly Play Room

altar wall in the nave. This is sacred space.

At baptism, we pray that God will give the newly baptized
“an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and
to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift
of joy and wonder in all your works.” I believe that the new
Godly Play room at Grace supports our children in what we
ask of God for them at baptism.

Sacred Story: The Flood and the Ark

Altar Shelf
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With the telling of each of these stories, children are

The Godly Play method began as a movement focused on

supported to use their imaginations. With Godly Play, they

children, but I hope you can see that Godly Play is a gift

hear the storyteller, but children also learn to listen to each

for people of all ages. We are all on the same journey. If

other as they collectively “wonder” aloud about the story.

you are curious about all this, join me in the room and let

The Godly Play room is a safe space where all voices are

me tell you a story...

respected. There are no right or wrong answers in Godly
Play. The storyteller is not a teacher but wonders along
with the children. Together, the group learns how to be

What does it mean to be a Godly Play storyteller?

comfortable with God’s mystery and also how to find
meaning in our experiences. The children learn that some

“O taste and see that the Lord is good” Psalm 34:8a

questions remain open and that they can also remain open
to the ways God is moving in their lives.

While the Godly Play stories speak for themselves, a
storyteller is needed to bring them to life. No theological
training is needed. We only ask the storyteller to commit
to the spiritual discipline of knowing the story by heart.
It’s easier than you think because the story will guide you!
The stories speak for themselves through movement,
materials, and voice. Children see, hear, touch, smell, and,
in the case of the Exodus story, even taste it. Come, taste
and see if God is calling you to be a storyteller. In our
Storyteller’s Guild, you will find everything you need
through fellowship and support. Contact Mother Nina at
nina.bacas@gracealex.org.

Liturgical Action: The Story of Baptism

Godly Play is about knowing God beyond just knowing
about God. The stories invite the child (including the child
inside all of us) into a lifelong relationship with God,
scripture, and our religious traditions.
The goal is to equip children to enter adolescence with
the ability to:
express experiences with God through language
use these stories to make meaning in their own lives
discern what is of lasting importance in life and death
be comfortable with mystery and silence
empathize and identify with the “People of God”
see themselves in a community that is part of God’s
unfolding story of salvation through Jesus Christ

Photo Credit: Mother Nina Bacas
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Left to Right: Mary Hix, Doug Prince, Rev. Collins Asonye, Lynn Rohrs, John Berry, Gregory, Kia, Janet, Gregory, Puddy Blunden, Doug Prince, Bob Blunden

For many years Linda Waskowicz has coordinated the Brown Bag Lunch Program
for Grace. Her service has been faithful and the parish is so very grateful. Now we

Brown Bag
Ministry
by Mary Hix

seek a new coordinator for the Brown Bag ministry.
What is the Brown Bag ministry? Daily, throughout the year, lunch is served free
of charge at Meade Memorial Episcopal Church in Old Town. Grace joins with
other churches in Alexandria in the schedule to prepare and serve the lunches.
On the weeks when Grace is scheduled, parishioners make sandwiches and
prepare lunch sacks for distribution. Puddy and Bob Blunden shop at Costco to
buy additional items to add to the lunches. The coordinator publicizes the need,
enlists people to make sandwiches, and secures volunteers to deliver and serve
them at Meade.

Food insecurity continues to be an enormous challenge for many in Alexandria, and the Brown Bag Lunch Program is a
response to the efforts to alleviate hunger in our community. The Outreach Team at Grace has oversight of various
programs that provide food, including Grace’s Food Pantry, funding of Alive, and monthly dinners at the Carpenter’s
Shelter. The need is great. Will you join in the effort? Please contact Mary Hix at maryhix@gmail.com for more information
and to volunteer.
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From Father Santi
THE REV. SANTI RODRIGUEZ,
ASSOCIATE RECTOR

El Encanto de La Gracia
Desde mi llegada a Grace Episcopal / La Gracia, hay una

Por la Cruz y la Resurrección, Jesus se entrega

película que me ha ayudado a apreciar la belleza de

enteramente a nosotros y se nos comunica en la gracia de

nuestra comunidad de fe: Encanto.

amor a través del Espíritu Santo. Somos hijos e hijas de la

Este musical animado de Disney sobre el realismo mágico

gracia.

sigue a una familia

La gracia es todo lo

de desplazados por el

que Dios nos concede,

conflicto armado. Los

sin merecerlo en lo

Madrigal son una

más mínimo. Gracia es

extraordinaria familia

ser mirados por Dios,

que vive escondida en

ser tocados por su

las montañas de

amor. La gracia no es

Colombia en un lugar

una cosa, sino la

hechizado llamado El

comunicación de sí

Encanto. La magia

mismo a nosotros.

del Encanto ha

Dios nunca da menos

bendecido a cada

que el mismo. Todo es

miembro de la familia

gracia. Y la gracia de

con un regalo o don

Dios abunda en todo y

único: todos excepto

en todos.

Mirabel. Cuando ella
Nuestra comunidad de

descubre que la
magia que rodea al
Encanto está en

Photo Credit: Ricardo Gomez Angel on unsplash.com.

La Gracia es una
expresión de la gracia

peligro, Mirabel empieza a aprender más acerca del don

de Dios. Es un recordatorio de nuestro llamado a amar

de cada persona y a descubrir su propio don.

gratuitamente y a apoyarnos los unos a los otros. Es una

Mirabel tiene un don encantador, maravilloso e
importante. Mirabel posee, al igual que su abuela Alma, el
don de mantener unida a la familia. El don de Mirabel es el
regalo de mostrarles sus mejores rasgos y ayudarles a

comunidad en la que descubrimos cada semana los
dones de Dios y los dones que Dios nos da para compartir
con los demás. Ese es el encanto de La Gracia, y la gracia
que Dios nos da.

amarse a sí mismos por lo que son. Mirabel es parte del

En la película Encanto, Mirabel no tiene un don propio a

pegamento que mantiene unida a la familia. El don de

lo largo de la historia, pero un descubrimiento notable al

Mirabel es saber que el vínculo del amor, y no la magia, es

final muestra que es posible que haya tenido un don muy

el regalo más significativo que podemos recibir.

importante: ver y apreciar la magia y los dones de los

La historia de esta película me recuerda lo que es la gracia
de Dios—y el propósito de nuestra vida en comunidad.
Nuestra fe nos dice que la gracia es un regalo inmerecido
de Dios. La gracia es el don gratuito y amoroso de Dios

demás. A veces, cuando conoces a alguien, su presencia
se siente mágica. Nos damos cuenta que esta persona es
un don de Dios para nuestra comunidad y nuestro mundo.
Y nuestra vocación es amarlos y celebrarlos.

para con nosotros. Dios nos da gratuitamente su amor y

Esta es la vocación de La Gracia. Esta es nuestra

nos invita a compartir ese amor con todo el mundo. Dios

comunidad de fe.

nos llama a amar gratuitamente.
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PATTI CULBRETH,
HEAD OF SCHOOL
As we enter September, the School embraces this month’s
theme to “Walk in Love.” Just after Labor Day, 108
students will walk up the brick pathway and into Grace
School filled with eager anticipation and excitement for
the new school year.
The hallways and classrooms have fresh paint and carpet
as well as new Smart Boards. Our early childhood program
has new tables and chairs. The amphitheater has a safer
top wall and a better finish near the towers that hold the
shade sail. And we all love the new look of Merrow Hall
Auditorium and our newly paved and lined parking lot.
These renovations and updates show our church/school
partnership in action and make our facility one of which

We begin the 2022-2023 school year with joy. This year,

we are all so proud.

we will host a VAIS Accreditation Team in the Spring who
will thoroughly review our school. We welcome many new
families to our community and we welcome four new
faculty members; one is Mother Nina who will teach all
our religion classes and serve as School Chaplain. The
Grace spirit is alive and growing as we eagerly begin a
new school year.
We have limited spaces in a few of our grades, so please
encourage any of your friends or family who are seeking a
thriving and warm school community to reach out to our
Director of Admissions- admissions@graceschoolalex.org.

Yet inside these newly painted rooms are the true gifts—
our students. Each day, they fill us with optimism for the
future. Each day, our children embrace the Grace
character keys of respect, responsibility, compassion,
honesty, and courage. Each day, they learn to walk in love.

Visit us online @
www.graceschoolalex.org
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ALISON CAMPBELL,
JUNIOR WARDEN
As I write this in mid-August, I’m hoping that most, if not all,

The tripping hazard on the sidewalk outside of the glass

summer projects will have been completed as you are

doors has been repaired. After we received an estimate from

reading this in September. The replacement of the main

our contractor to tear up and replace three segments of

parking lot and the circle by the narthex is complete. The

concrete, we decided to seek a less drastic/expensive

photos show what we dealt with regularly in winter when ice

solution. Kevin arrived at work one morning and texted me

formed in the handicapped parking spaces and along the

that the concrete had been torn up. Kevin called the

curb, which made accessing the building a challenge. A new

contractor supervisor who

drain was installed to take the water away and into the storm

explained he’d come by the

drain that has always been under the parking lot.

church the previous day, seen
the sidewalk, and called his
concrete workers. The
contractor did this work as a
gift to the church.
Additional work is being
scheduled to replace the
window in the current
Children's Chapel because of
mold, to shore up the pony wall
in the current Nursery, and to
repair the amphitheater

Iced-over curb outside the Tower glass doors.

Donated repair pictured above.

steps and certain blocks that require attention. As is our
agreement and relationship with the school, and as they
have done through the entire project, the school is
contributing to this effort in a proportional manner.
September brings a new program year and we will enjoy a
newly refreshed building. We could not have done this work
without collaboration with the day school and Patti
Culbreth, a sizable bequest from the estate of Liz and Fred
Saalfeld, a very generous donation from Ruth Corlett in
thanksgiving for Cleve Corlett and his desire to make and
keep our building safe and accessible for everyone, and
other donations designated for this building project. We
have made a wonderful start and will continue to work on

The updated curb work and newly repaved parking lot

The first-floor classrooms and I-95 carpet installation and
painting are mostly complete. The work on the second and
third floors began after the summer camp finished at the end
of July. The auditorium cabinets and countertops have been
replaced, and the new partition wall installation, carpet
installation, and painting are in process. Part of the building is
a mess, but soon all of it will be wonderful.

improving our safety and accessibility for everyone.

Notice a building or grounds issue
on our church campus that needs
attention? Please email
director.of.operations@gracealex.org
so we can look into it.

Photo Credit: Vance Allen, Alison Campbell, Kevin Hamilton
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What Is the Diocese of Virginia? Who Is Our Bishop?
by Liz Rugaber & Doug Prince
Do you know that Grace Church is part of one of the oldest—

Canon Stevenson was elected at a special convention

and the largest—Episcopal dioceses in the nation? We are a

discussed in the June 2022 issue of Grace Notes. He

collective community of more than 68,000 baptized members,

succeeds the Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston, who retired

and 425 clergy in 38 counties and several cities of central,

in 2018. The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff, Bishop Suffragan, has

northern, and northwestern Virginia. There are 179

served as the Ecclesiastical Authority since Johnston’s

congregations, six schools, two diocesan centers, and six

retirement. Bishop Goff will retire at the end of this year.

diocesan homes, as well as Virginia Theological Seminary -the largest Anglican seminary in the world!

Visit www.thediocese.net, or you can visit our own
Grace Church web page about the Diocese for core

The Diocese of Virginia was organized in May 1785 and was

information about what the Diocese does and how it is

one of the nine dioceses represented at the first General

structured.

Convention in September 1785, which brought together the
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America.
It is hard to believe that the Diocese of Virginia has only had
13 bishops since then, and the 14th, Canon Mark Stevenson,
will be ordained and consecrated a bishop in the Episcopal
Church on Saturday, December 3, 2022.

Bishop Elect Mark Stevenson

News from the Diocese of Virginia:
Bishop Jennifer Accepts Call to North Carolina
by Liz Rugaber

Our Assistant Bishop at the Diocese of Virginia, the Rt. Rev.

Bishop Jennifer has served in the Diocese of Virginia for

Jennifer Brooke-Davidson, has accepted a call to serve as

the past three years. She was the subject of a petition

Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of North Carolina. She will

process to nominate her for Presiding Bishop of Virginia,

complete her ministry in Virginia on September 22.

which ultimately failed, despite passionate support for
her candidacy from many across the Diocese.
"It is hard to leave the wonderful friends and colleagues
that I have come to love in this Diocese, but I know that the
good work will continue here in making the Gospel known
and the Kingdom real in this place,” said Bishop Jennifer.
“I ask your prayers as Carrick and I move into a new
chapter in another vibrant corner of Christ’s vineyard. We
will miss you and we ask God’s blessing on the Diocese of
Virginia.”
The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson
Since the Diocese of Virginia is so large (the largest in the
USA), it would be nearly impossible for only one bishop to
visit the many parishes. For the time being, the Diocese is
being assisted by two retired bishops:
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Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson

the Rt. Rev. Ted Gulick and the Rt. Rev. David Jones.

National Church
News Spotlight
by Liz Rugaber
It’s about Beloved Community
In the words of Canon Stephanie Spellers, who is a Canon to the Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, “Racial justice,
reconciliation, and healing topped the agenda of the 80th General Convention of the Episcopal Church, held
July 8-11, 2022, in Baltimore. The clear message: we’re not turning back or slowing down our work to become a
Beloved Community.”
A complete list of the resolutions can be found here. (For more information about Canon Stephanie Spellers and
her professional and spiritual journey, check out this article from Harvard Divinity School.)
Four resolutions stand out and were among those that generated the most discussion at Convention:
A125 – Extending and Furthering the Beloved Community (establishing an Episcopal Coalition for Racial
Justice and Equity)
A126 – Supporting a Comprehensive Review of the Book Of Common Prayer, The Hymnal 1982, and Other
Liturgical Material (to examine these for “colonialist, racist and white supremacist, imperialist and nationalistic
language”…and “discernment of cultural assumptions in these resources and materials”)
A127 – Telling the Truth about The Episcopal Church’s History with Indigenous Boarding Schools
A129 – Resolution for a Forensic Audit of the Funds of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society (directing
historical research on the assets of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society that are directly tied to the
enslavement of humans, the slave trade, and historical and current racial injustices)
Resolution A125 begins with powerful language: “Resolved, that the 80th General Convention of the Episcopal
Church affirms that striving to become the Beloved Community of Jesus is central to our baptismal vocation in
God’s mission, and every Episcopalian is called to a lifelong vocation of racial justice and equity and the
dismantling of white supremacy....” (emphasis added). This new Coalition for Racial Equity and Justice is
charged with facilitating and supporting efforts of Episcopal dioceses, parishes, organizations, and individuals
for racial justice and equity, and the dismantling of white supremacy in collaboration with the work of the
Executive Council and staff of the Episcopal Church Center. The final 2023-2024 budget approved $300,000 in
“startup” funds to assist in the Coalition’s establishment. The resolution provides a formula for future funding as
well.
Resolution A127 calls the church to investigate and report on the Episcopal Church’s history with indigenous
boarding schools. Did you know that beginning in the late nineteenth century, many Indigenous children in
America were forced to attend government- or church-operated boarding schools? Children were forbidden to
speak their native languages and forced to cut their hair. Many were beaten and neglected. Some died at these
boarding schools. This practice created family and cultural trauma that persists today. The Church is
documenting its role in this system of injustice. The approved budget dedicated $225,000 for this effort in 20232024.

Girls at St. Mary's Epicopal Mission School, Rosebud
Reservation, South Dakota, MRL 10: G.E.E. Lindquist Papers, 60,
1483, The Burke Library Archives (Columbia University Libraries)
at Union Theological Seminary, New York. Can be viewed at
https://lindquist.cul.columbia.edu:443/catalog/burke_lindq_060
_1483.
To find out more about Grace Church’s own efforts on Becoming
Beloved Community, check out Grace’s website or email
liz.rugaber@gracealex.org.
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SAM SCHEFF,
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Make a Joyful Noise!
Welcome to the beginning of another wonderful program

Grace Church Choristers - The choristers are ages 7-18.

year! After a restful summer, our choirs are happy to be

They rehearse once or twice a week and sing monthly at

jumping back into the regular swing of rehearsals. Now is

the 10:30 service. In addition to learning music for service,

absolutely the perfect time for you, yes YOU, to get

they also focus on learning how to read music.

involved. Currently we are recruiting for all three of our
ensembles. They include:

Life is busy and we all have lots on our plates, but if making
music at Grace would be a meaningful experience for you, I

The Adult Choir - Welcoming high schoolers on up, the

am here to help you figure out how to fit it into your

Adult Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings and sings

schedule. While joining an ensemble is a commitment

weekly for the 10:30 service as well as for other events

because everybody plays an important role, I also

throughout the year. The Adult Choir sings a wide variety of

understand that everyone has a lot going on. By no means

repertoire from the Renaissance through the present day.

does joining choir require being at church every Sunday or
at every single rehearsal. What I do ask is that you let me

The Bell Choir - The Bell Choir rehearses on Thursday

know when you plan to be absent so that I can plan

evenings before the Adult Choir rehearsal. They ring at the

accordingly. We have some members who are here every

10:30 service once a month. Having some basic knowledge

single week and some who come when they can.

of how to read music is helpful, but no bell ringing
experience is required. This is a great opportunity if singing

I’d love to have a conversation about getting you involved

is not your thing!

with music at Grace this year. You can reach me via email
(Samantha.scheff@gracealex.org) to set up a time to chat,
or catch me after the 10:30 service!
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Email Samantha at Samantha.Scheff@gracealex.org!

Adult Forum Returns
by Anne Boris

Grace Church’s Adult Forum will be starting up on September 25, meeting in the St. Mark Room on the second
floor, with an opportunity for virtual participation via Zoom. This flexibility makes Adult Forum one of the
easiest ways to ‘walk in love’ with your fellow parishioners, as we learn from and share with each other! Topics
will include a wide variety of theological and biblical subjects, personal development and spiritual practices,
church governance, Christian art, and current events. Each week’s forum will be announced in advance to make
things easier for those who can’t come every week but don’t want to miss certain topics.
Since the education period is being shifted slightly this year to allow La Gracia children to get to Sunday
School on time, our official program will run 9:40-10:15. However, we expect to still gather at 9:30, and spend
the first few minutes in casual conversation, enjoying each other’s company, before beginning our program.

First Four Scheduled
The first four sessions of Adult Forum are already scheduled and give a foretaste of the variety to come. On
September 25 Grace will be celebrating Founder’s Day—this year with the dedication of our newly refurbished
altar kneelers at the 10:30 service. Our Adult Forum that morning will feature Kristine Hesse and Anne Boris
providing a closer look (with pictures!) at the renovation project and the symbolism of our kneelers. On October
2, John Berry will give us a quick look at the current state of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Those of us who
remember his clear, balanced, and concise summary of the twenty years’ war in Afghanistan last fall will be
looking forward to this. On October 9, Suzanne O’Malley, whose riveting article on the experience of having a
tree crash though their bedroom appeared in Grace Notes several months ago, will present “Gratitude
Journaling Amid Life’s Challenges.” The next Sunday, our J2A pilgrims (youth, sponsors, and chaplain) will
report on their pilgrimage, “In the City and in the Wilderness.”

Call for Presenters
Last year the "Thin Places” sessions, where a variety of parishioners shared a single picture and described a
place and time when God seemed especially close, were among the most meaningful for both presenters and
attendees. Several parishioners have asked to continue those this year and we are planning to have the first
one in November or December, perhaps with a special emphasis on “thin places” that connect in some way with
holidays—Thanksgiving, Christmas, or any other holiday. We will probably schedule a couple more in the new
year, most likely without a single theme, since the variety is part of the pleasure. If you would like to share a
picture and speak for five minutes about a place or time when God seemed especially close to you, please
contact Anne Boris at awcboris@hotmail.com. Priority will be given to new presenters, but I welcome new
contributions from those who have contributed before!
Sometime this fall we’ll be holding a discussion of “How I Came to Grace,” moderated by Sarah Schultz. We all
came to this parish by many different paths and enjoy hearing each other’s stories. If you would like to share
yours, please get in touch with Sarah at sarahschultz9@gmail.com or just come and listen or participate in
discussion as the spirit moves you.

Other Coming Attractions
Another treat we have to look forward to this fall is Mother Anne presenting “Performing Theology:
Shakespeare,” in which she will discuss claims about God in classical drama. She assures me that no
background reading is required and comments that “if you understand a Rite I service, you can understand
Shakespeare!”
The late fall and winter will also include a talk from Rushad Thomas on what’s stirring in the diocese with our
new bishop, a presentation on art of the incarnation, and a talk on the African Roots of Christianity. Naturally
we will have a presentation on the budget prior to the annual meeting—how we spend the money we raise is a
vital part of our walking in love. During Lent, Adult Forum will focus on our inward spiritual development,
including a presentation from Father Santi on Ignatian Spirituality.
Planning for Adult Forum goes on all year, and I welcome suggestions about topics you’d like to hear
presented, or topics you’d like to present. In addition to the topics already mentioned, other requests I’ve
received from Grace Church parishioners include a sharing of books that we’ve found meaningful, a short
sample of what “theological reflection” in the Education for Ministry program looks like, an account of Afghan
refugees, biblical storytelling, seasonal variation in liturgical vestments, and an orientation to Morning Prayer
and/or Compline. I will be working on scheduling these and other ideas. Please keep those suggestions coming!
I am looking forward to the coming year, and I hope you are as well.
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Inquiring minds want to know...
Patricia and Carlos Arboleda
Song of Songs 7:11-13
Come, my beloved, let us go to the countryside, let us
spend the night in the villages. Let us go early to the
vineyards to see if the vines have budded, if their
blossoms have opened, and if the pomegranates are in
bloom—there I will give you my love. The mandrakes
send out their fragrance, and at our door is every
delicacy, both new and old, that I have stored up for
you, my beloved.

Diana Jarrett
Romans 8:38-39

Kemp Williams
1 Corinthians 13:13
So faith, hope, love abide, these three; but the greatest
of these is love.
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For I am sure that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

Cindy Diehl
John 3:16
For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life.

Mother Nina Bacas
1 Corinthians 13:2
Without love, I am nothing.

Father Santi Rodriguez
1 John 4:19
We love because God first loved us.

Jeremiah 31:3
I have loved you with an everlasting love.

Matthew 5:43-45
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You have heard that it was said, “Love your neighbor
and hate your enemy.” But I tell you, love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be
children of your Father in heaven.

Mother Anne Turner
1 John 4:19
We love because he first loved us.

1 Corinthians 13:8
Love never ends.

Song of Solomon 8:6
Set me as a seal upon your heart, as
a seal upon your arm; for love is
strong as death.

BEHIND
THE SCENES

KEVIN HAMILTON,
DIRECTOR, OPERATIONS

Isn't it amazing that something less than the size of a pea

As we head into the fall, I know the pace will pick up for

can grab our full attention? If you don't believe me, just

the Grace community—life will be joyfully hectic! With

put a small pebble in your shoe in the morning and let me

some recent staff structure enhancements, I am thrilled to

know if it isn't screaming for attention before lunch. For

have Santana Alvarado join the operations team in her

me, sometimes a new thought or idea is like such a pebble.

continued role as part-time communications specialist.

When first hearing it, I may think it’s such a small idea and

Santana handles our email newsletters, works with the

perhaps I will file it in the back of my memory bank.

website team for various updates, and provides other

However, the more I think about it, the more I journey with

communications support—plus she is a really cool person!

it, the more attention it consumes.
I remember when, in my early twenties, I heard a speaker

As we work toward continuing to streamline our
communications, we are dedicated to getting you the
information that you need in a manner that

say a simple sentence that became one of

is clear, concise, and timely. Like most

those “mental pebbles” for me.

endeavors, this will be a work in

However, unlike the annoyance of a
pebble in my shoe, this one small

progress. If you have feedback, we

sentence has shaped many of my

welcome your insights. We may not be
able to implement every suggestion or

leadership goals and aspirations. He

address every issue right away, but we are

said, "If you are a self-made man, you

committed to continuing the growth and

haven't made much." At first glance, it's a

improvement we strive for in this vital area.

bit whimsical, but the more I traveled with it
the more profound it became. Real success comes
in doing life in community, supporting one another
along the way. We go farther together!

Thank you for all that you, the Grace Church
Community, do to help support all the behind-the-scenes
operations. I am one of your biggest fans! I thought I

Any real success that I have ever experienced in life has

would end with a few words that illustrate the power we

always been the result of having some incredible people

experience in community. They are by theologian

around me. I have had many opportunities to “lead up,"

Frederick Buechner who recently passed:

meaning those I led were gifted individuals who often were
lightyears ahead of me in their various areas of expertise.
When I needed help with a task or idea, they often took
the lump of clay I came up with and worked it into a piece

“When you remember me, it means you have carried

of art.

something of who I am with you, that I have left some mark

Here at Grace, I am surrounded by amazing folks. There are
the Office Volunteers who manage the phone, greet and
escort building visitors, and do many tasks as needed.
They are not only helpful, but they truly are kind-hearted
human representations of the blessings of God. I get to
work with an amazing group of coworkers here on staff,
volunteer ministry leaders, dedicated Vestry leaders, and a
church filled with people willing to roll up their sleeves and

of who I am on who you are. It means that you can summon
me back to your mind even though countless years and
miles may stand between us. It means that if we meet again,
you will know me. It means that even after I die, you can still
see my face and hear my voice and speak to me in your
heart."

Frederick Buechner
1926 - 2022

serve one another. I won’t even begin to share how
blessed I am to have Mother Anne for a leader, because for
every story I could tell, you could probably tell me five
more like them.

Photo Credit: Canva.com
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An Occasional
Adrift…76 Days Lost at Sea by Steve Callahan
I was so gripped by this book that several times I had to shut it and

Besides the sketches, he explains in minute detail the description

just sit with my eyes closed and try to process its maelstrom of

and workings of each of his inventions including patching holes

words and images.

in the raft, preventing salt water from fouling his scarce fresh

Steven Callahan is the sailor, boat designer, and builder who, at

water supply, the constant, hard and heavy pumping of air to

age 29, survived 76 days alone in a small raft as it drifted, plunged,
and was tossed by the treacherous Atlantic after his sailboat was
mysteriously blown apart in the middle of the night. By what? A

keep the raft afloat, jury-rigging a small spear to fight off sharks
and, absolutely fascinating to me, the catching, butchering,
drying, and preserving of dorado fish (also known as mahi-mahi)

whale? A rogue wave? There was no time to think of anything

which were his staple food supply.

except abandon ship.

When friends questioned Callahan why anyone in his right mind

As he was swamped by the punishing waves, Callahan wrestled

would undertake such a perilous solo journey across the Atlantic,

with launching the dead weight of the raft, his emergency duffle
and sodden bedroll. Through his struggles, his pain, and his fear
of impending death, he had to fight the weakness of nearly
collapsing with sorrow as he watched his broken sailboat,
Napoleon Solo, plunge downward through troughs and peaks of
the sea. He had designed and built the twenty-footer and loved
her as his child.
Before the Solo’s disaster, she had been at sea for six days on her
way from The Canary Islands to the Caribbean where Callahan, a
writer and boat designer, hoped to make some money. He was
broke. Moreover, he needed to be at sea. It had been his life and
his love since age 12. The night of January 29, 1981, Callahan
writes, “the sky was peppered with stars. As I pull up the sails and
glide out of the harbor…and point Solo toward the Caribbean, it
feels good to be at sea again.”
At first, I hesitated to read Adrift. How could anyone fill 237 pages
of life on a raft as it drifted across 1,800 miles of Atlantic Ocean?
Well, Callahan did it. Beautifully. He had the technical skills,
imagination, philosophy, sailing know-how, creativity,
inventiveness, determination, common sense, and words to
capture his life on that tiny raft (so small he couldn’t stretch out!)
with such skill that I was there with him every minute. Each time I
put the book down, I had to pause briefly while I returned to this
life.
Besides being a skilled sailor, designer, and builder of boats and
an extremely talented writer, Callahan is an artist. Fortunately, his
emergency duffle contained his professional tools—notebooks
and pencils. For readers who enjoy every detail of even the most
complex objects, there are truly beautiful and accurate sketches of
his raft, its inventory of life-saving supplies plus the inventive
contraptions, such as a still for collecting fresh water, that
Callahan cobbles together to literally save his life.
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Callahan explained that from the first time he had ventured far
from shore in a boat his spirit had been touched. The sea became
his chapel, and his soul called for him to make this pilgrimage.
He felt a “spiritual communion” with the creatures of the sea,
especially the dorado fish which he killed for food but for whom
he felt sorrow about the necessity of killing. He writes, “I am not a
religious man per se. But for me to go to sea is to get a glimpse of
the face of God. At sea I am reminded of my insignificance—of all
men’s insignificance. It’s a wonderful feeling to be so humbled.”
Later, on his 69th day at sea, with no fresh food, only a few
ounces of salt-tainted water and on the verge of collapse in his
decaying raft under an intense sun, Callahan has the nagging
feeling that he is accompanied by an invisible companion who
assures him that he will last. Shortly after that he drifts through a
vast mass of sargasso weed laced with trash—bottles, plastics,
crates, clumps of oil; all signs of humans—but also with tiny fish,
crabs, barnacles and shrimp. He fills his mouth! “The irony of it,”
he thinks…”that this pollution should serve as a signpost of my
salvation.”
Although Adrift is primarily a pulse-pounding adventure story,
I’ve been surprised to discover how practically and
inspirationally it has affected my spirits. In the face of a daunting
problem (although not as daunting as fighting sharks with a juryrigged spear!) I recall how Callahan scolded himself, how he
would not allow himself to cry even when desperation shook him.
My only small disappointment with Adrift is at the end, when he
reaches the Caribbean. It’s a bit of an anti-climax after the vivid,
breathtaking details of life at sea. Callahan writes well, but lacks
the drama of his return. Nevertheless, I cannot recommend this
book highly enough. My copy is in the church library.

Vestry View
DAN PATTARINI,
SENIOR WARDEN

But all of the above leads me to thinking about Grace as a
full house. Even in the quietest of moments when hardly

A Full House

anyone is around, I’m thinking Grace is full. It’s full of
potential and love and generosity and peace and memories
and hope. Grace is our collective Full House: we fill it and
are filled by it. At the end of the day, I hope this truth makes
you smile and gives you comfort.

I’ve been sitting here with my laptop for a few minutes
searching for inspiration. Trying to make sure that I capture
what the Vestry has been up to lately in this “Vestry View”
section of Grace Notes.

It is in this full house of Grace that so much is going on right
now. From planning and monitoring physical upgrades to
the church property to planning for the upcoming program
year, Grace is alive with activity. Alive with the life of the

I’ve been kicking around the idea that we’ve been up to a lot

church and all of the opportunities, joys, and hope this

—maybe way more than normal for the “quiet” times of

brings. In moments of celebration and mourning, each day

summer, but maybe not. Mulling things over, I did settle on

that goes by reminds us of the goodness of being shared

the concept of a full house. Mostly this relates to the fact

caretakers of a pretty amazing Full House.

that for the first time in a long time, Grace is blessed with a
full complement of clergy and professional staff. This kind of
full house is good.

As we continue to adjust to the beauty of now with all of the
living and healing and serving that comes along with that, I
am grateful to be a part of this Full House where God pours

That got me thinking about the idea of a “full house.” In
poker it’s a pretty good hand to have. In general, everyday
usage, a full house always seems to sit on the good/positive
side of language—at least in English. A full house is good for
the theater (COVID concerns aside). A full house during the

out love unto us so we can do the same in the broader world.
The coolest thing about full houses, in my experience: they
always seem to have room for everyone. And that’s a
beautiful notion, for sure.

holidays or at other festive/celebratory times often pleases
us. I guess cleaning up after having a full house might be

In peace, service, and love... Dan

the only downside.

Welcome Our New Seminarian
Hello. My name is Jeffrey Hiam. I am a second-year seminarian at Virginia Theological Seminary, and a
Postulant for Holy Orders in the Diocese of Vermont. When I’m not in Virginia, I live in Brattleboro,
Vermont, with my wife Ruth, to whom I was married this June at our home parish of St. Michael’s. I work
as a carpenter and also have a background in emergency services. I took my BA in Religion and Political
Theory at Marlboro College in Marlboro, Vermont, and have been relying on it to help me ruin dinner
conversation ever since. I greatly enjoy reading fiction, especially historical fiction, birdwatching, and
spending time with my two cats, who enjoy the car trip from Vermont to Virginia even less than I. I am
very much looking forward to serving as one of your seminarians, and I know I will learn much from each
of you as we walk together in the coming year.
In Christ,

Jeffrey Hiam
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Grace-ful Worship

JUNE HUBER

All Bible quotations are from the Revised Standard Version (RSV)

Does God Want Us to Be Happy?
In the ancient world—and in the Bible—the word

Having a clear conscience before God. 1 Peter 3:21

“happiness” doesn’t mean the same thing as it’s often

tells us, “Baptism, which corresponds to this, now

taken to mean today. Biblical happiness is richer, fuller,

saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body, but

deeper, and eternal. If we seek to enjoy God’s gifts, to

as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through

love God above all things, and to love others for God's

the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” Some of us might not

sake, then I think we can know true and lasting happiness.

allow ourselves to feel the joy of a clear conscience.
We know that we are forgiven, but we still feel that we
must approach God as if he were waiting to punish us
and tell us how terrible we are. The good news is that
we don’t have to feel that way. We are no longer
under guilt and condemnation. Psalm 103:12 puts it
beautifully: “As far as the east is from the west, so far
does he remove our transgressions from us.”

The Bible (as well as experience) tells us that we are given

Realizing that God views us as his own sons and

happiness in an incredible number of ways. But Christ

daughters. 2 Corinthians 6:17–18 tells us, “Therefore

“sweetened the deal” and offered us something even

come out from them, and be separate from them, says

better. While happiness is used to describe a basic feeling

the Lord, and touch nothing unclean; then I will

of gladness and contentment, what Christ offers is joy,

welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you

which includes happiness but runs deeper, lasts longer,

shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord

and is felt more strongly than happiness. The word joy

Almighty.” The apostle John also says it well in 1 John

shows up around four hundred times in the Bible, and it’s

3:1 when he exclaims, “See what love the Father has

no coincidence. Christ wants us to experience the

given us, that we should be called children of God;

complete joy that comes from him: “If you keep my

and so we are.” When we were saved, we not only

commandments, you will abide in my love … that my joy

gained eternal life in heaven, but we also, among

may be in you, and that your joy may be full” (John 15:10-

many other things, were adopted by God. This means

11).

that we will never go another day without having a
father who loves us more than we could ever love him

Here are some ways that we at Grace Church can

back. It means that he is looking out for us. Romans

experience joy—right now.

8:31 reminds us that “What then shall we say to this? If

Knowing that our sins are forgiven. Psalm 32:1–2
tells us, “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man to whom the
Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is
no deceit.” If we can’t take joy in this, then we don’t
really understand the faith that we profess. We could
be saved from a burning building or caught before
falling off a cliff, and it wouldn’t be half the good news
that this is. Our criminal record before God, the very
thing that had separated us from God, has been wiped
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clean.

Photo Credit: Canva.com

God is for us, who is against us?”

Experiencing God’s presence with us in all the ups

For many of us, life didn’t turn out the way we wanted.

and downs of life. No one can completely understand

Sometimes it feels like we’ve failed or wasted our lives.

everything about us or how we are feeling. No one,

Christ not only gives us a clean slate and a fresh start,

that is, except God. On the one hand, it’s a relief to

but the relief that this life is but a drop in the ocean

know that there is finally someone out there who

and we have an eternity in paradise to look forward to.

understands us completely. Frankly, it can also be

The knowledge that we have heaven to look forward

terrifying—it means that God sees all the darkness in

to can help us not to stress about the little things. It

me too. But this fear melts away from me when I read of

also enables us to see the people around us in a

God’s love for us. When things are going well in life, I

different light, and view material things for what they

have a heavenly Father that I know is rejoicing with

are—temporary possessions that have nothing to do

me, and in times of difficulty, someone who completely

with our long-term happiness.

understands what I’m going through and loves me
through it. This has been genuinely comforting to me
in my own life.
Enjoying friendships with fellow believers. Fellow
Christians are not just like any other people in our lives
—they are people who have been saved from death in
the same way we were. They are family. God values
and loves them every bit as much as he loves us, and

Having the Holy Spirit within us. Romans 14:17 tells

that’s a lot! We have so much to celebrate together.

us, “For the kingdom of God is not food and drink, but

God has arranged for the body of Christ to be fed not

righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 1

only by him, but through each other. The

Thessalonians 1:6 also tells us, “You became imitators

companionship, support, and love we receive from the

of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in

body of believers is part of the joy that we can

much affliction, with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit.”

experience.

While we at Grace Church may have many reasons for
deeply rooted joy, the most direct reason is that the
Holy Spirit lives within us, and he gives us joy.
Galatians 5:22–23 tells us, “But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” Not only do we
become naturally more joyful people, but we begin to
take great joy in the things that bring God joy. By
residing within us in this way, God is sharing in our
struggles and our victories, helping us, and simply
being there with us.
Helping others in need. Proverbs 19:17 tells us, “He
who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will
repay him for his deed.” God rewards us in many ways
when we care for “the poor”—our fellow human
Grace youth enjoys Shrine Mont Camp

beings who are poor in material things, in physical
health, in emotional well-being, or in spirit. We are

Knowing that we will enjoy life after death. Psalm

told to feed the poor, clothe the naked, and comfort

16:11 tells us, “Thou dost show me the path of life; in

the sick. In addition, we have the sense of satisfaction

Thy presence there is fullness of joy; in Thy right hand

in knowing that we are doing this not for reward, but

there are pleasures for evermore.” Armed with this

because it is what God wants us to do.

knowledge, what can harm us? No matter what
happens, we know that the end of our story finishes
with “happily ever after.” Not everyone can say that.

These realities, and so many more, can be enough to
bring us joy and happiness each day of our lives, much
more than if we didn’t have Christ in our lives. This joy
transcends anything that wealth or success can offer; and
the pain, betrayal, and difficulties of life cannot take it
away.
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2022/2023 Church Year

While not a complete listing, events are included here for your reference.
You can access the church calendar at www.gracealex.org.
Dates, times, and locations are subject to change.

September
Monday, 9/5 — Church Office Closed
9/6 - 9/9 — Brown Bag Week at Meade Memorial
Tuesday 9/6 — GES First Day
9/9 - 9/11 — Shrine Mont Weekend
Sunday, 9/11 — GES: Fall Family Social 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 9/18 — Sunday School Open House
with Llamapalooza and Backpack Blessing
Tuesday 9/20 — Carpenter Shelter Dinner
Thursday 9/22 — GES: Back to School Night 6:30 - 8 p.m.
Sunday 9/25 — Founders Day (Festival Eucharist)

October
Sunday, 10/2 — Grace School Sunday
4 p.m. Blessing of the Animals
5 p.m. Youth Group Pumpkin Decorating

Photo Credit: Nancy Robinson

November
Friday, 11/4 — La Gracia Cenita
Saturday, 11/5 — GES: Gala in MH Auditorium
Sunday, 11/6 — All Saints’ Sunday (Festival Eucharist)
Pledge Ingathering at All Services
5 p.m. Requiem Eucharist
Youth Group Laser Tag (Offsite)
Friday, 11/11 — Church Office Closed
Tuesday, 11/15 — Carpenter Shelter Dinner

10/5 -10/7 — Brown Bag Week at Meade Memorial

Saturday, 11/19 — Thanksgiving Basket Prep (Youth) - 4 p.m.

Friday, 10/7 — La Gracia Cenita

Sunday, 11/20 — Thanksgiving Basket Distribution

Monday, 10/10 — Church Office Closed

11/21 - 11/25 — Brown Bag Week at Meade Memorial

Saturday, 10/15 — La Gracia Retreat

Thursday, 11/24 — Thanksgiving (10 a.m. Festival Eucharist)

10/17 - 10/21 — Brown Bag Week at Meade Memorial

Thursday & Friday,11/24 & 25 — Church Office Closed

Tuesday, 10/18 — Carpenter Shelter Dinner
Sunday, 10/29 — Trunk or Treat/Fall Fiesta-val

Sunday, 11/27 — Advent 1 (Wreath-Making, Cards)

December

Sunday, 12/4 — 10:30 a.m. Visit by St. Nicholas
5 p.m. Advent Lessons and Carols with Reception (Eucharist)
6:30 p.m. Youth Christmas Dinner at Hard Times
Sunday, 12/11 — 5 p.m. Christmas Pageant
Friday, 12/16 — GES: Christmas Program
12/19 - 1/3/23 — GES: Christmas Break
Tuesday, 12/20 — Carpenter Shelter Dinner
Wednesday, 12/21 — Greening of the Church
Friday, 12/23 — Church Office Closed
7 p.m. Las Posadas

Decorated Vehicles from the 2021 Trunk or Treat Event
Photo Credit: Kevin Hamilton
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Saturday, 12/24 — Christmas Eve
3 p.m. Family Service
5 p.m. Festival Eucharist with Procession to Creche
7:30 p.m. Festival Eucharist
11 p.m. Festival Eucharist
Sunday, 12/25 — 12 Noon (Festival Eucharist)
No Sunday School

April
Sunday, 4/2 — Palm Sunday
Intergenerational Event with Card Offering
No Sunday School
4/3 - 4/7 — Holy Week Camp
Photo from the Grace Church Photo Archive

January

Sunday 1/1 — 12 Noon Holy Name (Festival Eucharist)
No Sunday School
Monday 1/2 — Church Office Closed
Friday, 1/6 — 7:30 p.m. Bilingual Festival Eucharist
Epiphany with Wise People

Holy Monday, 4/3 — 7:30 p.m. Eucharist
Holy Tuesday, 4/4 — 7:30 p.m. Eucharist
Holy Wednesday, 4/5 — 7:30 p.m. Choral Tenebrae
Holy Thursday, 4/6 — Maundy Thursday
12 Noon Eucharist
7:30 p.m. Eucharist with Foot Washing & Prayer Watch

Sunday, 1/22 — Budget & Stewardship Forum

Friday, 4/7 — Good Friday
7 a.m. Liturgy of the Day with Reserved Sacrament
12 Noon - 3 p.m. - Last Hours
Children’s Service
7 p.m. Via Crucis with Cenita

Sunday, 1/29 — Annual Meeting
with Brunch after a Short Combined Bilingual Service
No Sunday School

Holy Saturday, 4/8
9 a.m. Liturgy of the Day
7:30 p.m. Easter Vigil with Agape Feast

Sunday, 1/8 — Youth Ice Skating after Church
Monday 1/16 — Church Office Closed

February
Friday, 2/3 — La Gracia Cenita
Sunday, 2/5 — 6 p.m. Chili Bowl

Sunday, 4/9 — Easter Sunday
Easter Egg Hunt, No Sunday School

May

Saturday, 2/11 — Youth Hoagie Making

Sunday, 5/7 — Youth Mini-Golf

Sunday, 2/12 — Youth Hoagie Distribution

Friday, 5/12 — GES: Spring Program Day

Monday, 2/20 — Church Office Closed

Sunday 5/14 — 5 p.m. Evensong
Window Dedication (with Newcomer Reception)

Tuesday, 2/21 — Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Wednesday, 2/22 — Ash Wednesday
7 a.m. Eucharist
9 a.m. GES Service
12 noon Eucharist with Hymns
6 p.m. Children’s Service
7:30 p.m. Bilingual Eucharist
Saturday, 2/25 — GES: Bingo in MH Auditorium

March

Wednesdays in Lent
Dual-track Adult/Child Program Followed by Compline
Fridays in Lent
12 Noon Stations of the Cross with Eucharist
7 p.m. Via Crucis y Cenita
Sunday, 3/5 — Youth Bowling in Falls Church
Sunday , 3/12 — 5 p.m. Lent Evensong

Thursday, 5/18 — 7:30 p.m. Ascension Festival Eucharist
Friday, 5/19 — GES: Talent Show
Sunday, 5/21 — Youth/Graduate Sunday
Last Day of Sunday School & Parish Picnic
Sunday, 5/28 — Pentecost
Combined Bilingual Eucharist / Ice Cream Social
Monday, 5/29 — Church Office Closed

June
Sunday, 6/4 — Trinity Sunday
Commissioning of Pilgrims and Mission Workers
Wednesday, 6/7 — GES: Last Day of School
with Morning Graduation
Monday, 6/19 — Church Office Closed

3/20 - 3/27 — GES: Spring Break
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Graceful Informed Giving
EVAN ROBINSON,
TREASURER
Grace Church depends upon and deeply appreciates your financial contributions. We live into The Way of
Love through the sacrifice of our time, talent, and treasure to support the mission of the church. It’s part of
our Christian commitment to “work, pray, and give for the spread of the kingdom of God” (BCP, p. 856).
There are many ways to share some of your treasure with Grace Church! Let’s take a look at some of the nuts
and bolts of giving so you can decide what works best for you. We will take on the basics this month and
next month cover more advanced topics.
1. What Is a Pledge? Do I Have to Make One? Can I Only Make a Pledge in the Fall?
A pledge is a promise that you will pay a certain amount of money to Grace Church over the course of one
year--a commitment to God, and to Grace Church, and to support our many important missions. Parishioner
pledges represent Grace’s primary source of revenue and the foundation of our effective financial planning
and budgeting. However, a pledge is not a legal obligation. It is a statement of intent, and it can be
changed at any time.
Grace promotes a pledge drive campaign in the fall to encourage this type of financial support for the church
because it is essential to planning our annual budget. However, you can make a pledge anytime during the
year. If you give regularly to Grace but have not yet made a pledge, please consider making a pledge equal
to your past annual contribution.
2. What Are Offering Envelopes? Do I Have to Use Them?
Upon request to the church office, those who pledge will receive pledge envelopes imprinted with their
unique donor number. These envelopes make it easy to ensure that the counters and bookkeepers credit
your donation against your annual pledge, and then provide accurate figures for quarterly and annual pledge
statements. It does not matter if the date on the envelope matches the day you drop it in the plate. If you
forget your pledge envelope, you can write your donor number in the memo section of your check.

The purple arrow highlights where you can find your unique
donor number on pledge envelopes.
George Washington
1234 Main St.
Anywhere, VA 12345

Offerings placed in pink envelopes go toward the
Altar Fund and support the cost of wine, wafers, and other
sacred items that are part of our services (and not included
in our annual budget!).
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George Washington
1234 Main St.
Anywhere, VA 12345

Image Credits: Ellen Tate Rugaber

3. Electronic Giving by Tithe.ly and Breeze. Also Known as “How YOU can Save the Church from Paying
an $8,000 Annual Expense.”
Grace’s electronic payment portal, which is tied directly to our church bank account, is available through
Tithe.ly. You can access Tithle.ly on our website, via your Grace Breeze account, or by downloading the app.
Tithe.ly makes it possible to make a gift to Grace using a Visa or Mastercard, debit card, or bank account
[ACH/eCheck]). In addition to one-time donations, Tithe.ly may be used to set up automatic recurring gifts.
Tithe.ly is very convenient, but using it comes with a cost, and Grace Church pays a fee for each
contribution made through Tithe.ly. Currently, transaction fees for Visa and Mastercard credit and debit
cards are 2.9% + $0.30 per transaction. Automatic Bank Payment/ACH fees are 1.0% + $0.30 per transaction.
DURING 2021, ELECTRONIC TRANSFER PROCESSING FEES FOR TITHE.LY CAME TO MORE THAN $8,000!!!

There is a simple step you can take to ensure that 100% of your donation to Grace Church is going toward its
mission and ministries. Swipe the selection under “Cover Fees?” to the right (it will turn green), and pay the
transaction fee yourself. If the donor does not elect to cover the fees, Grace Church is charged the
transaction fee by Tithe.ly.
Here’s How You Can Save Grace Church $8,000 in Fees:

4. What if I Want to Support a Particular Ministry?
Donations can be made to the general church operating fund or to the specific funds listed on the drop-down
menu under “Give To” in the online Tithe.ly form (the latter is called a “restricted gift”). Donations that are
made to specific funds can only be used for that specific purpose (e.g., a donation to the Flower Fund is only
used for flower-related expenses). If you want your gift to go to the general church operating fund, on
Tithe.ly, you select “Pledge” or “Non-Pledge General Donation” as appropriate. The church assumes gifts
being made without designation will go toward the general operating budget and against your pledge if you
have made one.
Coming Attractions: Tithe.ly isn't the only way you can give to Grace. In next month's issue we'll cover
other ways to contribute both electronically and via retirement fund distribution or stock transfers.
Many thanks to Liz and Ellen Rugaber, Bill Malone, and Dan Pattarini for their editorial assistance in
substance, tone, and graphics. Any questions on this article or other aspects of giving at Grace may be
directed to the Treasurer, Evan Robinson, at treasurer@gracealex.org.
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Family Fun Puzzle Page

Puzzle answer can be found on the bottom of page 26. If you are viewing a digital copy and would like to
print the Family Fun Section, choose to print pages 26 & 27.

25

Family Fun Coloring Page
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Answer for puzzle on page 25: Be swift to love, make haste to be kind & go in peace to love and serve the Lord!

Parish Staff

Santana Alvarado
Communications Specialist
communications.specialist@gracealex.org

The Rev. Nina Bacas
Associate Rector & Grace School Chaplain
nina.bacas@gracealex.org

The Rev. Amanda Bourne
Priest Associate

Patti Culbreth
Head of Grace Episcopal School
pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org

Mary Cyrus
Financial Administrator
financial.admin@gracealex.org

Kevin Hamilton
Director of Operations
kevin.hamilton@gracealex.org

Molly Helmer
Operations Assistant
operations.assistant@gracealex.org

Pedro Hernandez
Sexton

Amorita Quintanilla
Sunday Sexton

The Rev. Santiago Rodriguez
Associate Rector
santiago.rodriguez@gracealex.org

Samantha Scheff
Director of Music
samantha.scheff@gracealex.org

The Rev. Dr. Anne Michele Turner
Rector
rector@gracealex.org

Vestry Class of 2022

Vestry Class of 2023

Alison Campbell - Junior Warden
Ford Chinworth - Pastoral Care Team / GES Board
Jenny Cline - Register
Erin Kelly - Education Team
Stephanie Reed - Worship Team

Carlos Arboleda - Assistant Treasurer
Tracy Enger - Fellowship Team
Elizabeth Legere - Member at Large
Evan Robinson - Treasurer
Robby Schrum - Evangelism Team

Vestry Class of 2024

Parish Team Leads

Lauren Gustafson - Youth Team
Mary Hix - Outreach Team
Bill Malone - Stewardship Team
Dan Pattarini - Senior Warden
Rushad Thomas - Communications Team

Lisa Bellantoni - Education
John Boris - Pastoral Care
Cindy MacIntyre - Evangelism
Jen Pease - Outreach
Lynn Rohrs - Fellowship
Liz Rugaber - Communications
Erin White - Youth
Geoff Whitlock - Stewardship
Kemp Williams - Worship
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