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From Our Rector
Dear Friends in Christ,
As I hope you read in last week’s email, our vestry by consensus approved a new mission statement:

To Love, Proclaim, and Serve God
through
† life-giving liturgical worship
† joyful community
† empowering others
As we turn from the long crisis of COVID toward building our future, these words are meant to give us clarity, distilling what it
is that we are about at Grace.
These are the actions essential to our life together. Love is the source of all we do, the greatest commandment—loving God
and one another. Such love is transparent, illuminated as we celebrate the eucharist with beauty each week. And such love is
active, as we give it away in bags at the Food Pantry, as we use it to advocate for justice.
My daughters are avid fantasy readers, and they adore a series populated by the magical Grisha—humans endued with
supernatural abilities. If the Grisha are not allowed to use their powers, they physically wither. But the more often they do what
they are born to do, they thrive. Their cheeks turn pink, their eyes become bright.
So it is with our purpose. When we do what we are meant to do as a community—when we love, proclaim, and serve—we
come alive. We are filled with joy.
The theme of this issue of Grace Notes is the same as the theme of our stewardship campaign: “A Harvest of Joy.” This
moment is an invitation to deepen our joy by committing to our identity.
Be the people of God at Grace Church. Love fiercely. Proclaim loudly. Serve passionately.
And commit. This is really the invitation of any stewardship campaign—not to take our faith casually, but intentionally and
incarnationally. When we give—whether it’s offering precious time for a new ministry, being vulnerable about our talents and
aspirations, or putting our money where our mouth is in a pledge card—that giving changes us.
Committed people are people alive. Committed people are people of joy.
I am grateful to God every day that I share the mission and purpose of this parish with you.
Yours in Christ,

THE REV. DR. ANNE M. TURNER
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From Mother Nina

THE REV. NINA BACAS,
ASSOCIATE RECTOR & GRACE SCHOOL CHAPLAIN
This September, the seeds planted in summer sprouted into an abundant harvest of joy.
Our new Godly Play room is “open for business” and the response of the children has
been awe-inspiring. You have heard a great deal about the stories themselves, but there
is another part of the Godly Play experience called “work time.” This is the time after the
story when children express a response to the wondering in the story:
I wonder, "Where do you see yourself in this story?"
I wonder, "What part do you like best?"
I wonder, "Are there any parts we can leave out and still have everything we need?"
The children are encouraged to explore the story, to build empathy, and to make
meaning in their lives. Here is some “work” created by children after hearing the story
of “The Holy Family.”
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“Mary was about to have a baby, so it was hard for
her to walk. Sometimes she rode on the donkey. It is
also hard to ride on a donkey when you are about to
have a baby. Sometimes she got down and walked.”
(Godly Play, Berryman)

“Here is a shepherd who saw the great light in the
sky. When the shepherds saw the light in the
darkness, they were afraid. Then they heard singing.
That scared them, until they heard the words. The
angels sang that they came to bring peace on earth
and good will to all people.” (Godly Play, Berryman)

“One day the three kings, the wise men, saw the wild
star. They knew where all the stars were supposed to
be in the sky, but this star was new, and it moved.
This star was not on any of their maps of the sky. So
when it moved, they were curious, and followed it. It
led them to the stable where the Christ Child was.”
(Godly Play, Berryman)

“The Holy Family"

Photo Credit: Mother Nina Bacas

A Look Back at Llamapalooza '22

Photo Credit: Amorita Quintanilla
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On the Mind of
Father Santi

THE REV. SANTI RODRIGUEZ,
ASSOCIATE RECTOR

One of my favorite Bible stories tells about Moses’

Our Evangelism team has been pursuing Jesus on new

encounter with the burning bush (Exodus 3). After forty

street corners and digital pathways. If there is one thing

years of doing the same old thing (watching sheep in the

Jesus did, it’s that he went to meet people where they

desert), Moses turns aside to look at a bush that was not

were and he invited them to “come and see.” And so, we

only on fire but also apparently eager to talk with him. As

have been planning our participation in Art on the

that conversation unfolds, God describes a holy intention

Avenue, seeking new ways to share our stories online and

to address the suffering of God’s people. In order for

on site, and discerning fun ways to help others to come

Moses to learn about that work, in which he would play a

and see what God is doing in our midst.

key role, Moses is told to take off his shoes. Where this
conversation was taking place was holy ground.

In Outreach, we have been eager to bless the world with
the Good News that we have heard. We have been

I feel deep in my bones that Grace is also holy ground. On

incorporating blessings in the bags distributed from the

this sacred ground, God is calling us to intimacy, worship,

Food Pantry, in our partnership with Virginians Organized

and commitment to care for God’s people. Let me briefly

for Interfaith Community Engagement (V.O.I.C.E.) faith

share with you what God has been up to in our lives and

leaders across Alexandria, and in our relationships with

ministries in the last month.

our neighbors in Chirilagua. These are sacred ways to

In Adult Formation, we have been preparing for the fall
formation offerings: bible studies, adult forums, Mother

seek, name, and celebrate the presence of God in our lives
and the lives of others.

Amanda’s classes, and our fall retreats (La Gracia’s retiro

God is eager to talk to us about her dream for her people:

on October 15 and the Quiet Day on November 5). We pray

how we are called to work together to share God’s love so

and hope that these offerings will help you to grow in

that we are not alone in our work and that the people of

friendship with one another and with God.

God in our neighborhoods may find peace, solace, and
companionship.

6

2022 Parish Retreat at Shrine Mont
At Shrine Mont we...

relaxed!

visited!
baptized!

danced!

revealed super powers!

created!
unleashed our inner artist!

played!

struck a pose!
made lasting memories!

Photo Credit: Father Santi Rodriguez,
Sherryl Dodd.

encouraged others!
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PATTI CULBRETH,
HEAD OF SCHOOL

Fall holds the promise of new beginnings, and so it is at

We also look forward to the return of our School Gala on

Grace School. September marked the start of the new year

Saturday, November 5. Our community spirit is strong and

with 109 students in Preschool through Fifth Grade. The

growing.

first car line, first morning meeting, first core classes, first

A new treasure this year is having Mother Nina serve as our

fire drill, first Back-to-School Night, first recess block, first

Religion Teacher and School Chaplain. We are now able to

religion class in the Godly Play Room, first school chapel--

hold a dedicated chapel service for our “Graders” as well as

these firsts were new and exciting. We now find our traction

a dedicated service for our Early Childhood Program. This

for the remainder of a wonderful school year.

special schedule meets the developmental and spiritual

The new year has also allowed the return to some of our

needs of our students.

treasured traditions. Among those are parents as guest

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter

readers, parents at class parties, parents visiting classrooms

under heaven (Ecclesiastes 3:1). God bless Grace School

at drop off, combined recess, and Grace Cafe lunchtime

and Church in this season of harvest, a season for joy.

with our “Graders” (Grades 1-5).

SAM SCHEFF,
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

A Chorister Rehearsal
One of the joys of this past month has been starting

Musical Literacy

rehearsals with our choristers. This fall, eight children ages

Our choristers are learning how to read music, a skill that

five to ten are getting involved with singing for services and

will be useful to them for their whole lives! We play lots of

learning all about music and the church. Here’s a little peek

games and activities that teach musical literacy skills. One

behind the scenes of what goes on in a rehearsal.

game we’ve enjoyed recently is “Rhythm Telephone.”

Vocal Technique

Building Community

We work on growing our voices and learning proper

Another focus of our chorister program is building

singing technique. This involves vocal warmups and fun

community among children of various ages and

activities to help explore our voices and their amazing

backgrounds. We began the year by drawing self-portraits

ranges. This month, we read a book called Listening: A

and introducing ourselves to one another.

Common Birdsong Book for Kids by Corey Nagle and
practiced imitating bird songs to help develop our voices.
Learning Music
We learn at least one song a month to sing in church. This
takes a lot of practice and bravery when some of our
choristers are just learning how to read. Not only do we
learn to sing the songs, but we also discuss what the words
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mean and what they mean to us.

Stop by the bulletin board in the choir room to see some
fabulous artwork!

BEHIND
THE SCENES

KEVIN HAMILTON,
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

Fall is my favorite season. There is something about the

In addition to our landscape company, we have a group of

chill in the air and the beauty of leaves turning orange, red,

folks who lovingly tend to some of our flower beds and

and yellow. Also, the hope that the Washington

more intricate landscaping elements. You may see one or

Commanders will make it to, and possibly win, a playoff

two of them on a random afternoon with hands in the soil

game visits us once again for at least a good three to four

doing their quiet service for God and the people of Grace.

weeks. It is also harvest time for many fruits and

This loose-knit group of “Garden Angels” as I have heard

vegetables--including pumpkins, just in time for Halloween

them called includes Kristine Hesse, Jane Weaver, Nat

jack-o-lanterns and Thanksgiving pumpkin pie!

Ames, Barbara Ramm, Eric Waskowicz, and Anne

When I was a kid, we had a very large garden that required

McFadden. (If you weren’t included in this list and you

a lot of care and a certain amount of knowledge about

serve in this way, please let me know so I can give you a

working the ground and where to plant which vegetables.

shout-out next month!)

One year Dad decided to add pumpkins to the mix and
made the mistake of throwing out the extra seed packets in
front of me. After waiting for him to go inside, I grabbed
the packets out of the trash and planted pumpkin seeds all
over the yard.
Later in the fall, I had forgotten all about the seeds. Despite
them being neglected, more than a few pumpkins survived
that year. I remember my Dad standing by our slide
shaking his head as he looked at the large pumpkin
growing underneath it. There were a couple of pumpkins
growing behind the shed and a few in the bushes near the

Our garden angels even care for a random watermelon or two in

front door. And he was really surprised by the bounty that

the middle of the parking lot from time to time.

had sprung up from our makeshift pet cemetery that was

One of our Garden Angels shared with me that this ministry

the hallowed ground of two dearly beloved hamsters (RIP

is very meditative for her. It offers a brief pause to reflect

Romeo and Juliet). I am sure he put two and two together

on her blessings as she works with the soil, something that

eventually (maybe?), but there was a harvest that he was

she doesn't often get to do in the busyness of life; it's

reaping because someone else planted (although no one

almost a form of prayer. If you love gardening and would

reaped the pet cemetery pumpkins).

like to know how you can help, I can put you in touch with

When it comes to Joy, we often get to experience a great

someone who can answer your questions and let you

harvest because others came along and planted quietly
but intentionally in our lives. There are so many examples
of this at Grace. But what comes to mind in light of harvest
as an example is the group of folks who serve by literally
sowing into, and caring for, our grounds.

know which areas of our campus could use some tender
loving care. This is a ministry that many do on their own
whenever they have time. If you have a desire to be
involved to a greater extent and are interested in leading
the effort, please talk to the clergy who are currently
welcoming parishioners by appointment to discuss
ministry opportunities.
For all of those who sow in both public and private ways
into the Grace Church community, and there are so many
of you, I want to say thank you! It is because of your
sowing that we all get to reap the bountiful harvest of Joy.

Photo Credit: Canva.com
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On Stewardship: How To Harvest Water
Psalm 126
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
“The Lord has done great things for them.”
3 The Lord has done great things for us,
and we rejoiced.
4 Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
like the watercourses in the Negeb.

BILL MALONE,
VESTRY / STEWARDSHIP

5 May those who sow in tears
reap with shouts of joy.
6 Those who go out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
carrying their sheaves.
This psalm is striking in its beauty. But if you read it more than a few times, you’ll soon notice what feels like a contradiction, or
discontinuity. It starts off praising God for what he’s done in the past: “The Lord has done great things…” Then in the middle are
two phrases calling on God for help in the present. And the last verse seems like a confident affirmation about the future.
The psalm shows a familiar biblical lens of past, present, and future blending together--something the ancients were more
comfortable with than we of the modern era are. We inhabit a more literal and brittle sense of time.
Of course, a truly scientific approach to time reveals something more akin to how biblical authors wrote about it. In physics,
something called time dilation is the difference in the elapsed time as measured by two clocks due to a relative velocity between
them. Part of Einstein’s theory of relativity, this effect is proven to occur when one object moves at a high speed compared to
another, bending how each observer experiences time. At extremely high speed, one person’s time can nearly stop. Relatively.
To me this feels kind of intuitive. Especially the last few years, I have experienced time a little differently--sometimes like I’m
moving slower than the world is spinning around me, other times faster. And I often feel especially out of sync with what God is
doing with time. Sometimes God just seems…all over the place.
In addition to time, ancient people also had a deeper relationship with the natural world. The Negeb desert that psalm 126 refers
to, more commonly spelled Negev, has long been important in the history and culture of Israel. Abraham spent time there after
being cast out of Egypt. And it shows up in the book of Numbers as well.
People found ways to grow crops and even build communities despite highly irregular and scarce rainfall. Making matters more
difficult, when the rain arrives in the Negev, it rather quickly rushes away.
To cope, indigenous peoples there practiced what’s called water harvesting, where they collected surface run-off. They built
reservoirs filled by directed surface flows during these sudden, infrequent rainstorms. "Although the Negev's average winter
rainfall is only about 100 mm, the run-off farmers were able to gather and concentrate sufficient run-off from the barren slopes to
develop intensive agriculture in the depressions and bottomlands, which constituted only some five percent of the total area in
the northern Negev Highlands subregion,” wrote expert Daniel Hillel.
If you’d like to see a modern-day view of this sudden stream of water, it was caught on video in 2014. Here’s a link on YouTube.
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I believe the psalmist, in evoking this unique place, tells us something about God’s abundance. And how we manage it. Not all
of our treasure or resources, or even joy, will be a steady stream. Or a rushing river. We might be called to be ready for
abundance even when we can’t imagine how it’s coming. Or when it does arrive, to use our innate intelligence, commitment to
community, and other gifts to ensure it finds its way to sustainable, life-giving growth.
Can we apply this lesson of abundance to our stewardship today? And can we use it to find joy? I think we can, despite the
cynicism and weariness that often define our modern age.
While we control very little in the world—least of all human nature—we do get to decide how we respond and what actions we
take in our daily behaviors. I propose we seek God’s joy by taking a look at our baptismal promises and finding some simple
actions that are faithful to them.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
Something profound we can do is to pray like prayer works. Believing in the power of prayer requires us to accept a tenderness
in God that no matter how small we are, he listens and responds to us because he loves us. Nothing is less cynical than
believing in prayer.
Another step: Cherish the sacraments. Who can be cynical about bread and wine? Part of the power of the eucharist is in the
simplicity that God meets us as we are in flesh and blood through these ordinary elements.
Finally, give of yourself as if all of your efforts—all of your donated money, time, and strength—were guaranteed to advance
The Kingdom. Because they are.

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
In the long run, we cannot guarantee that we always give the right way to the right place in the right amount any more than we
can control when the rain will arrive.
It is God, in Christ, who has guaranteed the final outcome of all the good works that we do. And while everything might go
wrong, God’s creativity to win with love is boundless, and he does not fail. To me, this is the essence of faith.
This fall, as we enter a season of thanksgiving, of celebration, and of stewardship, may we pray, and serve, and love, and give
with the joy and freedom we experience by trusting God.

Photo Credit: Canva.com
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Our Region of the Diocese Feeds with Spiritual Food and Groceries
by Doug Prince & Liz Rugaber

Did you know that Grace Church is one of eight parish

The sandwich ministry helps folks whose needs are different

churches in the Alexandria Region of the Diocese of Virginia,

from those addressed by the Grace Church Food Pantry,

which in turn is one of sixteen regions in the Diocese of

which serves the immediate area with food to be prepared at

Virginia? With the traditional harvest season approaching, we

home.

invite you to look at how Grace missions are part of the wider

Grace’s Food Pantry also receives support from regional

regional and diocesan field, and how we harvest joy together.

churches. In addition, the Alexandria Region supports the

One of the three diocesan mission priorities is “Sharing the

Lazarus Ministries run by Christ Church, which provide

faith of Jesus…so that we all may take part in God’s work of

groceries and direct financial assistance to those who are

transforming the world.” Sharing sustenance is one of the

homebound. Finally, Grace prepares and serves dinner at the

oldest ways people try to transform—or attempt to improve—

Carpenter’s Shelter once a quarter; our fellow diocesan

a situation. Whether one is sick, grieving, or even celebrating,

churches and shelter partners also share in this ministry. We

what do people do? They bring food.

also support this vital program with an annual financial grant.

Grace, along with our fellow diocesan churches, prepares and

While one person working a field brings a harvest, many

serves sandwiches to anyone in need at Meade Memorial

working together bring a bounty. And that’s when we can

Church in Old Town. Often those who are served are

really bring about a major transformation.

unhoused with no place to cook meals. Each church has a

Search “Grace in a Bigger Picture” from the Grace home page

“shift” when we make lunches, and we need your help with
this ministry!

to see how our parish fits into the region and diocese. Also,
the 228th Annual Convention for the Diocese of Virginia will
be November 17-19. Grace delegates Doug Prince and Liz
Rugaber will attend.

An Update from the Diocese

Bishop-Elect E. Mark Stevenson has announced his intention to call the Reverend Deacon d’Rue Hazel to be Canon to the Ordinary following his
consecration as Bishop in December. Hazel currently serves as Archdeacon for the Diocese of Upper South Carolina. Among her many duties,
she oversees clergy continuing education, training, conferences, and transition ministry.
Archdeacon Hazel will begin her new ministry in the Diocese of Virginia in January 2023. In her role as Canon to the Ordinary, she will support
congregational development, work with congregations in conflict, oversee the work of congregational consultants, manage the Title IV process,
and work with diocesan teams to identify and embrace new opportunities for the Church.
“I have known d’Rue for more than fifteen years,” said Bishop-Elect Stevenson, “and she is one of the most talented, good-humored, straightforward, well-read, lovers of Jesus that I have ever come across. Her diaconal focus - to inspire and support the people of God in their vocational
calling - has enriched the ministry of the episcopate in the Diocese of Upper South Carolina and across the whole of the Church.”
Since 2003, Archdeacon Hazel has served in a variety of roles in the Diocese of Upper South Carolina, including Dean of the Diocesan School for
Ministry (2003-2005), Director of Ministry Development (2005-2010), and Canon for Vision and Ministry Development (2010-2021). Prior to that,
she served as a lay professional at St. Mary’s Church, Columbia, SC.
Archdeacon Hazel holds a certificate in Education for Ministry from the University of the South and has
completed graduate courses at Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. She obtained her Bachelor of
Science degree from Winthrop University in Rock Hill, S.C.
“While engaging in discernment with Bishop-Elect Stevenson,” said Archdeacon Hazel, “the potential of
serving in a diocese that embraces the ministries of reconciliation, evangelism, and stewardship affirmed
this call. I am personally excited to work in a place that has such a strong sense of history and mission and
that has provided, over many years, the love of Jesus to its people and a prophetic vision to the church at
large. It is with profound gratitude that I accept his invitation to serve with the people of God in the Diocese
of Virginia.”
Archdeacon Hazel will succeed the Rev. Canon Abbott Bailey who has served as Interim Canon to the
Ordinary since 2021. Canon Bailey will continue to serve through the first quarter of 2023 to assist with the transition.
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Inquiring minds want to know...
What does the Bible say about harvest?

Psalm 85:12
Indeed, the Lord will give what is good, And our land will yield its produce.
Matthew 9:37
Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few…”
Exodus 23:10-11
You shall sow your land for six years and gather in its yield, but on the seventh year
you shall let it rest and lie fallow, so that the needy of your people may eat; and
whatever they leave the beast of the field may eat. You are to do the same with your
vineyard and your olive grove.
Deuteronomy 24:19-21
When you reap your harvest in your field and have forgotten a sheaf in the field, you
shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the alien, for the orphan, and for the widow, in
order that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. When you
beat your olive tree, you shall not go over the boughs again; it shall be for the alien, for
the orphan, and for the widow. When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall
not go over it again; it shall be for the alien, for the orphan, and for the widow.
Psalm 126:5-6
Those who sow in tears shall reap with joyful shouting. He who goes to and fro
weeping, carrying his bag of seed, Shall indeed come again with a shout of joy,
bringing his sheaves with him.
Proverbs 10:5
He who gathers in summer is a son who acts wisely, But he who sleeps in harvest is a
son who acts shamefully.
Galatians 6:9
Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow
weary.
Hebrews 12:11
All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who
have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.
Psalm 67:6
The earth has yielded its produce; God, our God, blesses us.

Photo Credit: Canva.com
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National Church
News Spotlight

by Liz Rugaber

Did You Know that the Episcopal Church Is Also a Democracy?
In the September issue of Grace Notes, we discussed
some of the prominent resolutions that were passed
at the 2022 General Convention. But let's take a step
back. Why do Episcopalians have a General
Convention, how often do we have one, and what
does it do?
The 2022 General Convention was the 80th General
Convention of the Episcopal Church. (The first
General Convention met in 1785.) The General
Convention is the highest temporal authority in the
Episcopal Church. This structure reflects the Church's
core belief that, under God, the Episcopal Church is
ordered and governed by its people: laity, deacons,
priests, and bishops.
Presently, the General Convention meets every three
years. The 80th General Convention was delayed one
year because of Covid, so the next General
Convention will be held in 2024 rather than 2025. The
General Convention elects various officers and sets
the mission priorities, budget, and policies for the
Episcopal Church for the three-year period until the
next General Convention; reports and resources from
the 80th General Convention such as model policies,
constitution and canons, liturgical and legislative
decisions, and more are available on the Convention’s
website.
The General Convention is bi-cameral: there is a
House of Bishops and a House of Deputies, and they
share equal authority at the General Convention.
The House of Bishops consists of basically every
bishop in the Episcopal Church (including retired
bishops). Bishops are, of course, elected by a
diocese's clergy and lay delegates to the Diocesan
conventions. Those lay delegates and the clergy are
elected by the vestries of each parish church, and the
vestries are elected by the church congregation.
Democracy!
The House of Deputies consists of "deputations"
elected from each diocese of The Episcopal Church,
from Navajoland, from the Convocation of Episcopal
Churches in Europe, and from Liberia (which has seat
and voice). Each deputation may include up to four
clergy and four lay members, depending on the size
of the diocese. Essentially, the elected folks at
diocesan levels elect a portion of their own ranks for
the House of Deputies. Democracy!
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Each body has a chief officer. For the House of
Bishops, that person is the Presiding Bishop of the
Episcopal Church, who is elected by the House of
Bishops and confirmed by the House of Deputies to
serve a nine-year term. Our current Presiding Bishop,
Michael Curry, was elected in 2015; his current term
will end at the next General Convention in 2024.
Democracy!
The President of the House of Deputies is the chief
officer for the House of Deputies and is also elected at
the General Convention. The President of the House
of Deputies is a full-time, paid position, which is new.
Ayala Harris, the current President of the House of
Deputies who was just elected at the 80th General
Convention, is the first such paid person in the House
of Deputies' history. The position became paid
following the adoption of a convention resolution.
Democracy!
Because of all these governing bodies, the Presiding
Bishop of the Episcopal Church does not singularly
have the authority to amend the Book of Common
Prayer or amend the Constitution and Canons of the
Church. Rather, those powers are granted to the
General Convention.
The General Convention acts through the adoption of
resolutions. Resolutions become Acts of Convention
only after both the House of Deputies and the House
of Bishops adopt them in the same form and at the
same General Convention.
The organizational chart on page 15 depicts how the
Episcopal Church is governed. We will discuss more
about the functions of various governing entities for
the Church in subsequent Grace Notes articles.

Continued from page 14, National Church News Spotlight

ALISON CAMPBELL,
JUNIOR WARDEN
A short update this month, as the building work is complete

Other building things, including regular inspections and

and the final bills are paid. We have a couple of items you will

repairs, continue. This summer we changed landscaping

notice that seem to not be complete. One is the elevator in

companies, and the new company has done a very nice job.

Merrow Hall. The work started and it became apparent that

We are looking into snow removal companies as, even

what was needed was more extensive than we had

though it doesn’t feel like it, that season is just around the

anticipated. We are waiting for proposals and a detailed plan

corner.

of what needs to be done before we proceed.

A request from your Junior Warden: I want to know if you

It is imperative that no one operate the dividing wall in the

see something that needs attention. If you mention

auditorium without training. Please contact the church office

something to me in conversation, please be sure to follow

if you need to learn how to operate the wall. While it looks

up in an email or with a written request to the office. Sadly, I

very much like the old wall, it operates very differently, and

cannot guarantee I will remember the concern once I’m in a

we want everyone--and the wall--to remain safe.

position to make note and begin working on a resolution.
This Junior Warden, and I believe future Junior Wardens,
will appreciate assistance in this matter.

Notice a building or grounds issue on our church campus that needs attention? Please
email director.of.operations@gracealex.org so we can look into it.
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An Occasional
It strikes me that the title of Bill Bryson's book, A Walk in the

So, he was relieved and happy when a "friend" from twenty-five

Woods (2006), is a misnomer. It is by no means a walk: It's a hike, a

years earlier offered to go with him--even though he and that

plod, a trek, a traipse, a trudge, sometimes an unbalanced struggle

friend had gotten on each other’s nerves all those years ago and

with a heavy backpack over rocks and roots—maybe in driving

the friend now turned out to be an overweight, former alcoholic.

rain—sometimes a satisfying stroll through high, flowery meadows

His name was Stephen Katz.

under blue skies, sometimes a thoughtful ramble on a sundappled woodland path. One thing it definitely is: fascinating. A
Walk in the Woods is Bryson's engaging tale of hiking the world's
longest trail, the Appalachian Trail—2,200 miles of tangled forests
and remote mountainous wilderness, along the east coast of the
United States from Georgia to Maine. (Spoiler: Bryson hiked 870
miles.)

I found Katz to be insufferable, but with an occasional flash of
endearment because of Bryson's tolerance of and even genuine
concern for him. These kindly personality traits of Bryson made
me like him immensely and added to my pleasure of reading this
rich book. A lot of its appeal lies in Bryson's intense interest in his
surroundings, in learning as much about them as he can, and, as
a born storyteller and top-notch writer, passing them along to his

Bryson’s first encounter with the trail sparked his sense of

readers in an almost sly fashion. As one of those readers, deep in

adventure. A little voice in his head said, "Sounds neat! Let's do it!”

Bryson's lore of the trail, I suddenly realized I was also engrossed

A more compelling reason, however, was Bryson's concern for the

in his tale of John Brown's raid at Harpers Ferry. Bryson certainly

condition of the forests. An environmentalist, Bryson understood

succeeds in educating and entertaining simultaneously.

that the Appalachians—home of the world's great, rich, and
diversified hardwood forests—were in trouble due to rising
temperatures. "Clearly," he told friends, "if ever there was a time to
experience this singular wilderness, it was now." And that was
sixteen years ago!

I doubt if this book will tempt many people to hike the AT, as true
hikers call it. I am certainly not tempted. Bryson's vivid
descriptions of breathless slogging for hours in pelting rain as
sharp as hail, sleeping in dirty, rat-infested "shelters," and living
on cooked noodles on the trail, with Cokes and hotdogs as

As an outdoorsman with hiking experience in England, when

alternatives in towns along the route, were less than appealing to

Bryson researched his upcoming trip, he realized it was way

me, to put it mildly. But Bryson's intellect, curiosity, enthusiasm,

beyond anything he had attempted before. To deter him, well-

and talent for telling a rousing tale made this book one of my

intentioned friends flooded him with tales of rabies-crazed skunks,

favorite page turners. It truly is a Harvest of Joy.

raccoons, and squirrels; fire ants; poisonous salamanders; and, of
course, man-eating bears.

Scenes from Ordination
Julius Rodriguez,
sponsored by Grace,
and Paul Evans,
former Grace
Seminarian,
were ordained to
the Sacred Order
of Priests on
September 10 by
the Rt. Rev. Jennifer
Brooke-Davidson.
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No Somos Marionetas
THE REV. SANTI RODRIGUEZ,
ASSOCIATE RECTOR
En los últimos meses, y en nuestro retiro en Shrine Mont,

Nuestro ego quiere ser nuestro titiritero. Pero Dios no

hemos reflexionado y oradocon los pasajes bíblicos de la

quiere que seamos marionetas.Dios quiere transfigurar

transfiguración de Jesus. Es una historia rica enimágenes y

nuestras vidas. Dios quiere liberarnos y santificarnos-

también abundante sobre el valor del sufrimiento. En

inclusivea través del dolor. La conversación de Jesús con

elMonte Tabor,Jesus, Moises y Elias hablaban de la pronta

Moises y Elias nos recuerda que eldolor nos

partida de Jesus de este mundo--de susufrimiento. Después

puedesantificar. La pasión de Jesucristo viene a dar un

de la transfiguración, Jesús les ordena a Pedro, Santiago,y

nuevo sentido anuestro dolor. A partir de la cruz, el dolor se

Juanque no le cuenten a nadie lo que ocurrió hasta que

vuelve redentor. Nos santifica a nosotros ya los demás.

Jesús resucite de entre los muertos.Tal y como los tres

Muchas veces experimentamos como el dolor nos une más

discípulos discutían y se preguntaban el significado de esta

a Dios y aaquellos que estána nuestro alrededor. Tomados

orden,nosotros hoy nos preguntamos el significado del

de la mano de Dios, el dolor nos puede enseñar y nos

sufrimiento. ¿Por qué sufrimos tanto?¿Por qué tan a menudo

puede hacer más santos y sabios. El dolor y el sufrimiento

vivimos en un valle de lágrimas?

nospueden santificar y nos pueden permitir ser más

Las Sagradas Escrituras, así como una gran parte del

compasivos. Esta compasión nosayuda a acercarnos a

comentario bíblico de los últimosveinte siglos, aclaran el
significado y el rol del sufrimiento en nuestras vidas. Uno de
losproblemas más grandes que tenemos al tratar de
entender el sufrimiento son nuestrasfalsas imagen de Dios.

aquellos que más nos necesitan. En nuestro
sufrimiento,podemos ser una fuente de santidad y fuerza
para el mundo. A menudo, cuandosufrimos, Dios nos da la
libertad de decidir y actuar, de amar y servir.

Una de las mejores formas de cambiar nuestras
falsasimágenes de Dios es orar con pasajes bíblicos. Por
ejemplo, en el Libro del Génesis,leemos que Dios crea todo
por amor. Por este amor, Dios le otorga al ser humano
lalibertad para que experimente por sí mismo el amor. Esta
libertad hace parte delmisterio del sufrimiento.
La libertad es un requisito para amar. Sin libertad no hay
amor. Si Dios nos forzara aamar, seriamos como marionetas.
Pero Dios no quiere que seamos marionetas.Diosquiere que
desarrollemos la capacidad de amar plenamente. El amor
requiere libertad. Nunca podemos forzar a otros a que nos
amen. No podemos ser forzados a amar. Lalibertad es regalo
de Dios; es el signo formidable de nuestra capacidad de
decidir yactuar. Desafortunadamente, no siempre utilizamos
nuestra libertad como agentes detransformación y testigos
de la resurrección. Muchas veces la utilizamos
paracomplacernos a nosotros mismos, para saciar nuestros
deseos egoístas. Alconvertirnos títeres denuestro ego,
herimos a otros y olvidamos nuestro deber de amary servir a

In light of the story of the Transfiguration,
Father Santi contemplates the meaning of suffering.

nuestros hermanos y hermanas. La paradoja es que la
libertad es el aire queaviva el amor, y también el posible
sendero que permite al ego causar sufrimiento.

Photo Credit: Aysegul Yahsi at Unsplash
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Graceful Informed Giving
EVAN ROBINSON,
TREASURER

There are many ways to share some of your treasure with Grace Church! We covered the basics of giving in
Grace Notes’ September issue and this month we'll cover more options, including direct payments from your
bank, distributions from an IRA/401(k) account, and stock donations.

Direct Payments from Your Bank: Online Bill Payment and Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT), also known as
Automated Clearing House (ACH)
It's relatively easy to set up these recurring pledge payments through your online
bank account. If you don't have an online account, you'll probably need to visit
your bank in person. It's also important that your name and current contact
information are in Grace Church's Breeze database to ensure you receive credit for
your contributions. Banks usually notify you beforehand of automatic payments
(sometimes this is in a “scheduled payments” section of your online bill pay) and
also list these transactions in your monthly statements. Such automatic payments
can be changed or canceled whenever you want. Many parishioners regularly pay
their monthly bills such as utilities, condo fees, and credit cards using this
method, yet don't think about using it to pay their pledge.
Direct payments from your bank to Grace do not incur any transaction fees from
Tithe.ly.

Automatic Bill Pay
This means of payment transfers funds from your bank account to Grace Church by means of a paper check,
for a specific amount, mailed from the bank on a specific date each month (e.g., $500 on the twenty-first of
every month). You will need to provide Grace Church's name, address, "account number" (this is your pledge
number), and phone number (Grace Episcopal Church, 3601 Russell Road, Alexandria, VA 22305, 703-5491980). If your bank needs Grace Church's bank account number, please call or email the Treasurer or
Director of Operations. Once you have this information, you should be able to set up automatic bill pay
through your online bank account. Some banks allow you to include a memo, nickname or other field where
you could list your pledge number; others do not. Either way, please notify the Treasurer, Director of
Operations, or Bookkeeper in writing (email or letter) that you're setting up an automatic bill payment plan
and provide your bank's name, your name and pledge number, date of transfer, and pledge amount so that
we'll be able to credit your account.

E l e c t r o n i c F u n d T r a n s f e r ( E F T ) , a l s o k n o w n a s A u t o m a t e d C l e a r i n g H o u s e (A C H )
This means of payment transfers funds from your bank to the Grace Church bank account electronically and
is more secure than a paper check. As with Automatic Bill Pay, this method transfers a specific pledge
amount on a specific day of the month. You will need to provide Grace Church's name, bank account number,
and nine-digit routing number, which you can get from the Treasurer or Director of Operations. You might
also need to provide Grace's address and phone number (Grace Episcopal Church, 3601 Russell Road,
Alexandria, VA 22305, 703-549-1980). Once you have this information, you should be able to set up EFT/ACH
through your online bank account. Again, please notify the Treasurer, Director of Operations, or Bookkeeper
in writing (email or letter) that you're setting up EFT/ACH payments and provide your bank's name, your
name and pledge number, date of transfer, and pledge amount so that we'll be able to credit your account.
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Required Minimum Distribution as a Qualified Charitable Distribution (RMD as QCD)
Many parishioners have Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA), investments in a 401(k), or similar retirement
plans. If you have such accounts, tax laws require you to take a “Required Minimum Distribution (RMD)” from
such accounts by the end of the year in which you celebrate your seventy-second birthday (Roth IRAs are
exempt from this requirement). The distribution is usually about four percent of the total value of the IRA.
When you originally contributed to these IRAs the money wasn't taxed, so you'll now have to pay the tax if it's
transferred from your IRA to your bank or other account. However, all or part of this RMD can be paid directly
to a charitable organization (such as Grace Church) as a "Qualified Charitable Distribution" (QCD) and won't
be subject to tax. This could lower your tax bill and/or Medicare premiums. There’s more information on the
IRS Website (www.irs.gov - RMD and Pub 590B). We recommend you talk to your financial advisor or
accountant if you’d like to consider this option.

Stock and Equity Donations
Making your pledge to Grace by transferring stock or other securities
offers significant tax advantages. When you sell stocks, mutual funds, or
other equities, the difference between the purchase price (or value when
inherited) and the amount you realized from the sale is a capital gain (or
loss) and is subject to capital gains taxes. These tax rates depend on
whether the gain was long- or short-term and on your taxable income
when the security was sold. Federal capital gains tax rates usually
average about fifteen percent for those with median incomes.

However, if you tell your broker to donate the equities directly to Grace Church, you won’t have to pay any
capital gains tax and you can deduct that full amount as a charitable donation. Decide how much you'd like
to contribute and when, then ask your broker to structure the transfer to reach the desired amount and
maximize the benefits for your portfolio--usually equities that have a low cost basis and thus the highest
potential capital gains and taxes.
Please check with the Director of Operations or Treasurer to get the Grace Church TDAmeritrade account
number and routing info, and notify the Treasurer, Bookkeeper, or Director of Operations of such a transfer
both before it is made and after the transfer. This will ensure timely sale of stocks and proper credit on your
pledge account and statements. On Grace’s end, we usually don't see any identifying information, only the
name of the stock and number and cost of shares. Thus, coordination with the Treasurer and Bookkeeper is
essential to ensure timely processing. By policy, Grace sells all stock donations as soon as possible after
receipt and then transfers the cash proceeds from the TDAmeritrade account to the Grace bank account.
Sincere thanks to Elizabeth Rugaber, Bill Malone, and Dan Pattarini for drafting and editing this article. Any
questions about giving at Grace may be directed to the Treasurer, Evan Robinson, at
treasurer@gracealex.org.

Photo Credit: Markus Spiske on Unsplash and Sharon McCutcheon on Unsplash
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Grace-ful Worship

JUNE HUBER

Harvest - Home
When I learned that this month’s theme was “A Harvest of

There are three reasons why I like this hymn so much. The

Joy,” my mind flew immediately to the hymn that I think of as

first is that autumn has always been my favorite season. I

“Harvest Home.” When I opened my hymnal to find it, I

loved school, and autumn meant the long-anticipated

learned that hymn 290 is called “Come, Ye Thankful People,

beginning of a new school year. Although my school years

Come.”

ended almost fifty years ago, the feeling has never really
changed. And I know that there are others who feel the same
way.
Come, ye thankful people, come.

The second reason is because I was raised “up north,” where

Raise the song of harvest-home!

autumn is a much more beautiful and vibrant season than it is

All is safely gathered in, Ere the winter storms begin;

here. Chilly nights, even in September, cause the leaves on

God, our Maker, doth provide for our wants to be supplied;

the trees to suddenly turn beautiful colors--yellow, orange,

Come to God’s own temple, come,

and red. Cool and crisp days (with low humidity) encourage

Raise the song of harvest-home.
All the world is God’s own field,
Fruit unto His praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown,
Unto joy or sorrow grown:
First the blade, and then the ear,
Then the full corn shall appear:
Grant, O harvest Lord, that we
Wholesome grain and pure may be.

almost everyone to put on a sweater or fleece and get
outdoors as much as possible. This is mostly true even in
New York City, where I grew up, but much more so when I
had the opportunity to spend some time in the Catskill or
Adirondack mountains or in New England.
The third reason has to do with the organization and images
of the hymn itself. (As many of you know, I was an English
major and I especially love poetry.) The hymnist uses four
stanzas to tell us a story. The first stanza summarizes the
theme: we have finished harvesting the crops that God

For the Lord our God shall come,

provides for our sustenance during the winter, and it is now

And shall take His harvest home;

time for us to give Him thanks through our song. The second,

From His field shall in that day all offenses purge away,

third, and fourth stanzas take us through three stages of

Give His angels charge at last

human life: growing to adulthood, the death of individuals,

In thy presence tares to cast,

and the final harvest when humankind of all times will finally

But the fruitful ears to store In His garner evermore.
Even so, Lord, quickly come
To Thy final harvest home;
Gather Thou Thy people in,
Free from sorrow, free from sin;
There, forever purified, In Thy presence to abide;
Come, with all Thine angels, come,
Raise the glorious harvest-home.

~The Hymnal 1982

be together with God and with each other in Heaven.
The hymnist uses the images of wheat and corn from a
typical harvest as symbols of us. Wheat and tares (weeds)
represent people who are good and those who are not. The
blade, ear, and full corn symbolize children growing into
adults. Eventually, the tares are cast into the fire of Hell, and
all the fruitful ears (people who live and act according to
God’s will) are stored in God’s garner (storehouse) of Heaven
forever.
I hope we all will sing this hymn together on some Sunday
soon, and that what I’ve shared with you today will give you a
new appreciation of it. And I hope that your harvest is full of
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joy!

Vestry View

DAN PATTARINI,
SENIOR WARDEN

Many of you will soon receive or have already received a letter from me that
is being sent as part of the 2023 stewardship campaign. It was built around
the same idea as this month’s Grace Notes theme--A Harvest of Joy--and is
titled, “What to Do with a Harvest of Joy?” The letter is reprinted below with
permission from the author (me). ☺
And for those who did read the letter, thank you! As an added bonus for
reading it again, here is a picture of me trying to help weigh a pumpkin my
dad grew and a picture of dad’s “over gardening” circa 1983. Enjoy. -Dan

What to Do with a Harvest of Joy
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream.
2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter and our tongue with shouts of joy;

- Psalm 126

I don’t know about you, but much of the last two and a half years have felt like a strange dream to me, to be honest, more than
strange… strange, sad, isolating, and tragic. Waking from a dream of this kind can fill us with a sense of relief, even joy. At the first
wedding I had attended in almost three years I said to my friend, the father of the groom, “I feel like I’m getting my life back.”
I know that I am not alone in this. Getting our lives back, laughing, singing, kneeling, praying, sharing meals, dancing, being side by
side together hand in hand, arm in arm; all of these things are the beginning of our harvest of joy. In short, we are back at Grace thanks
to Grace. Like Zion, our fortunes have been restored by the Lord.
So, what do we do now that our fortunes have been restored and we are harvesting joy? I guess the easiest way to look at this would
be to ask ourselves, “what do people do with a harvest?”
In my limited experience and understanding, it seems to me that I’m able to write to you, and you’re able to read what I’ve written,
because of the abundance created by the practical application of the concept of a harvest. That basic understanding of human history
and the transformation from ancient hunter-gatherer societies to the age of agrarian settlement and the arrival of abundant harvests.
Songs of joy and thanksgiving at the blessings of life: You can sing them, but what if you want them to endure? If you want them to
endure, you need someone who has enough time to develop a system of writing. And for that you need abundant harvests, and lots of
them.
So, what do we do with a harvest? We share its abundance. This is true of everything in our lives, including joy. When I was young, my
father’s favorite thing—maybe his favorite thing in life—was gardening. Our family of five had a big garden… I’m talking about a
quarter of an acre, with 70 tomato plants plus cucumbers, potatoes, squash, broccoli, peppers, beans, sweet potatoes, zucchini,
asparagus… you get the idea. My dad “over gardened,” for lack of a better term. So, what did we do with all the extra food? We gave it
away. By the bag full, all summer long and into the fall, we distributed our abundant harvest to our neighbors, friends, and family.
So, how does one distribute a harvest of joy? We need to remember that the harvest comes after hard work, sacrifice, patience,
nurturing, and love. To distribute our harvest of joy, we need to have a place where it can flourish and where workers and volunteers
can nurture, harvest, and help share joy in all its forms. We need to pledge our treasure, time, and talent to ensure that we reap the
benefit of this harvest of joy, and share those benefits with our neighbors as we are called to do.
Our fortunes have been restored, and now it is time to fill our mouths with laughter and our tongues with shouts of joy.
As we enter the season of stewardship, I urge you to give to the church in ways big and small, financially and in volunteering your time
and talent.
If you can, please consider increasing your financial pledge this year. You’ll receive a pledge card and more information about the
annual pledge campaign in October. A few percentage points increase in your pledge or many– it will make a difference.
And if you’re not already volunteering in one of the many ministries at Grace, ask us how to get started. Take a step forward in an area
where you excel and share your talent to the benefit of others.
Our fortunes have been restored. Now we harvest, all of us together. And we share, all of us together.

Yours in Christ, Dan

21

In Loving Memory

Francis A. Waskowicz
by Eric Waskowicz, Bruce Waskowicz, and Kristin Waskowicz Woods
Our dad was born in Chicago, Illinois, the son of a career Army physician. He graduated from the United States Military
Academy in 1958 and married his bride, Linda, three days later. Within 10 years he was back at West Point teaching in
the Math Department for three years after earning an MS degree at RPI. He served tours in Germany, Viet Nam and
Korea, where he commanded a battalion, moving frequently until 1969 when a series of assignments at the Pentagon
grounded him and the family for keeps in Northern Virginia. His last assignment at the Pentagon was as the
speechwriter for the Army Chief of Staff for four years. A memorable moment was writing a speech on “Values” to be
given at the National Cathedral. For this he enlisted the help of Grace Church clergy.
After retiring from the military and until his death, he had his own business, Mynor Images, writing and illustrating
executive summaries to contract proposals for both government and private industry. He was an early enthusiastic
adopter of MacIntosh computers and one of his advantages was he could write, design and print compelling proposals
from his home office. He called himself a virtual storyteller.
Among his many roles at Grace Church, our dad served as Senior and Junior Warden, Grace School Board Chair and
adult acolyte. He loved being involved with the rockets at Shrine Mont, the picture wall, and being editor of Grace Notes
the last three years of his life.
Our mom and dad were married 64 years, and he is survived by his wife, three married children, eight grandchildren
and one great-grandchild. He was devoted to our mother and always available to his children and grandchildren. He
was a creative person and could invent a game or cartoon in the spur of the moment to entertain us. He was a teacher
and clearly helped some of us. . .survive calculus in high school. Our dad was kind, funny, and loyal. And he was a
gentleman.

With Thanks from Linda Waskowicz
Our two sons went to Grace about 9:30 the morning of Frank’s service to deliver various things and later remarked how
many people were doing something to prepare for the service, the altar guild in the church and the fellowship
committee on the third floor. And that doesn’t take into account the clergy, acolytes, the choir, the livestream crew, the
ushers and the parishioners who were there, all of whom gave up their Saturday. I am reminded of that question, “How
many people does it take. . .” My favorite word is “gratitude.” Our whole family is filled with gratitude.
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In Loving Memory

Gary Charles Schroen
November 6, 1941– August 1, 2022
Gary Charles was born in East St. Louis, Ill., on November 6th, 1941. Seeking GI benefits, he joined the Army
and was assigned to the Army Security Agency’s unit in Heidelberg, Germany. During 52 years with the CIA,
Gary exemplified honorable service in some death-defying situations: He kept part of a Scud missile that
landed in his garden in the first Gulf War as a souvenir. After the 9/11 attacks, Gary led the first US team into
Afghanistan to hunt Usama bin Ladin. His career as the most decorated officer in CIA history was documented
in his best-selling book: “First In: How Seven CIA Officers Opened the War on Terror in Afghanistan.”
Anne and Gary met in 2007 and married in 2009—a love story that ended too soon but was a daily miracle for
both. He leaves behind two daughters, four stepdaughters, and two granddaughters.
Gary’s favorite font was Comic Sans. He dry-cleaned his jeans and khakis. He refused to eat long noodles
because of their resemblance to worms. He once had a black pug named Raisin, which is surely the greatest
name ever for a black pug. He laughed at every joke he ever heard—even the lowest-hanging fruit—and yet,
making Gary laugh felt like winning the lottery.
Before being recruited by Langley, Gary taught 5th grade in the Detroit Public Schools system. His practice of
rewarding his class’s good behavior by conducting lessons outdoors made him the most popular teacher
among students and the least popular among faculty.
He had a special talent for recognizing battered, traumatized, or suspicious souls (human and animal), and
then subtly nurturing them toward bravery.
May he rest in peace and rise in glory.

A Note from Anne McFadden
I am eternally grateful to so many people who helped me survive these past weeks, but especially my sisters
and all of our daughters. From giving up vacations to dog sitting to planning the service and reception,
they've lived their love for both Gary and me.
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Mission Spotlight: Grace’s Support for Afghan Refugee Families Continues by Ann Korky
It’s been a year since the United States withdrew from Afghanistan, evacuating over 100,000 Afghans. These Afghans faced
retribution from the Taliban for the roles they played in U.S. military and diplomatic efforts to secure their country and prevent it
from being used again as a terrorist base. The three Afghan families that Grace’s Care Team has been assisting since their
arrival in Alexandria have shown real courage and resilience in meeting the challenges of building new lives here in America. The
high cost of living in the DC metro area has been compounded by the steep increases we all face in the cost of everyday
essentials. This poses special burdens for new entrants to the workforce here, including our Afghan friends.

The Qasimi Family
A young couple with two small children, the Qasimis have made important progress in settling in. The
father, Zikriya, arrived with good English proficiency and IT skills from his employment with the U.S.
Embassy. He’s moved on from his initial job as a contractor to full-time employment, a ten-minute drive
from the new, larger apartment the family moved to in the Alexandria area of Fairfax County. Khatira, the
mother, is working to improve her English while at home with their four-year-old and infant son, born last
April. Perhaps the biggest boon to the Qasimis of being in the U.S. was their ability to get baby Rohan the
two eye surgeries he needed to correct a congenital vision problem. The collapse of Afghanistan’s health
care system over the past year would likely have made that treatment impossible to secure back in Kabul.
Grace has helped the Qasimis with baby essentials, household items, friendly job advice, and the
assurance that they have a community ready to help them build a new future here.
The Shams Family
The Shams are a household of seven, and the key for them is the eldest daughter,
twenty-three-year-old Tamana. With parents who are infirm, Tamana bears principal
responsibility for the family’s well-being. She juggles that with her own determination
to pursue a career in dentistry. Working in a local dental office, she has qualified as an
X-ray technician and is intent on starting community college all while working a
second, part-time job at Amazon to help the family meet expenses. Her twenty-oneyear-old brother is currently unemployed, and our Care Team is working to help him
expand his efforts to find a job. The other siblings are in high school, working part-time
to contribute what they can to the family budget.
Our partners at Christ Church Refugee Ministry (CCRM) have been instrumental in
adding to Grace’s efforts to assist the Shams. Together we have helped them meet
critical needs, including paying their rent. With winter approaching, the Care Team is
looking at options for replacing the worn tires on the family’s used car. The parish
Outreach Committee’s decision to set aside some funding for possible assistance to
our Afghan friends is one such avenue.
The Ibrahimi Family
Like the Shams, the Ibrahimi family of six is facing financial headwinds, and again
CCRM has been critical to the Care Team’s efforts to help. Importantly, CCRM has
provided rental assistance and is a source for how the family can tap into government
programs for which they may qualify. The father, Sultan, works full-time as a security
guard, but his salary is modest. He had been learning HVAC skills, but a recent injury
requiring hospitalization may put that in question. The mother, Basira, would like to find
a job outside the home but needs better English to become employable. She is working
on her language skills. The brightest spot for this family is how well the four children
are doing in the Alexandria City public schools. Care Team members have worked to
facilitate their enrollment, including in the system’s summer program. With a more
Closing Thoughts

normal school year ahead, the younger Ibrahimis are glad indeed to be back in class.

Leaving a country in chaos with family members remaining there facing the risk of violence, hunger, and disease is not easy;
nor is it easy to start over in a place where the language and culture are so very different. With the Outreach Committee’s
continued support, Grace’s refugee family Care Team is committed to being there for the long haul to help the Qasimis,
Shams, and Ibrahimis build new lives of opportunity and promise as so many other refugees/immigrants to the U.S. have
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done before. We can assure you that each of these families is determined to do just that.

Family Fun Puzzle Page

Across
1 Meaning of the word “Torah”
7 Relationship between God and the people
8 Scriptures: term for the Old Testament used by Jewish believers
9 Greek word meaning little books
10 First four books of the New Testament
11 Original language of the New Testament
12 Last book in the Bible
Down
2 The Acts of the ______ is a book about the history of the early Christian church
3 First five books of the Old Testament
4 Book located between Proverbs and The Song of Solomon
5 First book in the Bible
6 Last prophet in the Old Testament
11 ______ News: The meaning of the word “Gospels”
Puzzle answer can be found on the bottom of page 26. If you are viewing a digital copy and would like to
print the Family Fun Section, choose to print pages 25 & 26.

25

Family Fun Coloring Page

26

Answer for puzzle on page 25: Across: 1) Law, 7) Covenant, 8) Hebrew, 9) Biblia, 10) Gospels, 11) Greek, 12) Revelation
Down: 2) Apostles, 3) Torah, 4) Ecclesiastes, 5) Genesis, 6) Malachi, 11) Good

Check out our new Children's Chapel
& St. Nicholas Nursery rooms

Photo Credit: Durango Jenkins, Betsy Bamford
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Parish Staff

Santana Alvarado
Communications Specialist
communications.specialist@gracealex.org

The Rev. Nina Bacas
Associate Rector & Grace School Chaplain
nina.bacas@gracealex.org

The Rev. Amanda Bourne
Priest Associate

Patti Culbreth
Head of Grace Episcopal School
pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org

Mary Cyrus
Financial Administrator
financial.admin@gracealex.org

Kevin Hamilton
Director of Operations
kevin.hamilton@gracealex.org

Molly Helmer
Operations Assistant
operations.assistant@gracealex.org

Durango Jenkins
Seminarian
DJenkins@VTS.edu

Pedro Hernandez
Sexton
Amorita Quintanilla
Sunday Sexton

The Rev. Santiago Rodriguez
Associate Rector
santiago.rodriguez@gracealex.org

Samantha Scheff
Director of Music
samantha.scheff@gracealex.org

The Rev. Dr. Anne Michele Turner
Rector
rector@gracealex.org

Vestry Class of 2022

Vestry Class of 2023

Alison Campbell - Junior Warden
Ford Chinworth - Pastoral Care Team / GES Board
Jenny Cline - Register
Erin Kelly - Education Team
Stephanie Reed - Worship Team

Carlos Arboleda - Assistant Treasurer
Tracy Enger - Fellowship Team
Elizabeth Legere - Member at Large
Evan Robinson - Treasurer
Robby Schrum - Evangelism Team

Vestry Class of 2024

Parish Team Leads

Lauren Gustafson - Youth Team
Mary Hix - Outreach Team
Bill Malone - Stewardship Team
Dan Pattarini - Senior Warden
Rushad Thomas - Communications Team

Lisa Bellantoni - Education
John Boris - Pastoral Care
Cindy MacIntyre - Evangelism
Jen Pease - Outreach
Lynn Rohrs - Fellowship
Liz Rugaber - Communications
Erin White - Youth
Geoff Whitlock - Stewardship
Kemp Williams - Worship

Reading a printed copy of Grace Notes?
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and view an online copy with clickable links.

