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WELCOME TO GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

We are pleased to welcome you to Grace Church. If you are joining us for the first time, please send us a 
message at welcome@gracealex.org, so we can get to know you. We can also add you to our mailing list by 
request. We’re glad to have you join with us in worshipping God in the beauty of holiness, something which 
is central to our identity at Grace. We hope you will join with us in sharing the love of God with this world 
that needs healing.  
 

Assisted listening devices are available for use during worship. Please see an usher if you’d like to use one. 
 

Our Mission Statement 
To Love, Proclaim, and Serve God 

through   life-giving liturgical worship   joyful community   empowering others 
 
 
 
 

Contacting Grace  
Please feel free to contact our staff.  

Our office hours are Monday to Thursday, 9 am – 3 pm and Fridays 9 am – Noon. 
(Mothers Anne & Nina are out of the office on Mondays. Father Santi & Sam Scheff are out on Fridays.) 

 
 
 
 

Staff  
 

Santana Alvarado 
Communications Specialist (part-time) 

communications.specialist@gracealex.org   

The Rev. Nina Bacas 
Associate Rector 

nina.bacas@gracealex.org 

Betsy Bamford & Isabel Moirenda 
Nursery Workers (part-time) 

The Rev. Amanda Bourne  
Priest Associate 

Patti Culbreth 
Head of Grace Episcopal School 

pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org 

Mary Cyrus 
Financial Administrator (part-time) 
  financial.admin@gracealex.org    

Kevin Hamilton 
 Director of Operations 

director.of.operations@gracealex.org 

Pedro Hernández 
Sexton  

  

Durango Jenkins 
Seminarian 

djenkins@vts.edu  

Amorita Quintanilla 
Sexton (part-time) 

The Rev. Santiago “Santi” Rodriguez 
Associate Rector 

santiago.rodriguez@gracealex.org 

Samantha Scheff 
Director of Music 

director.of.music@gracealex.org  

The Rev. Dr. Anne Michele Turner 
Rector 

rector@gracealex.org  
 

IN NEED OF PASTORAL CARE? 
Clergy and staff are available for pastoral care. Please call the church office at (703) 549-1980 or send an email to Mtr. 
Anne Turner, rector@gracealex.org, if you’re ill or need pastoral care. For emergencies after hours, please call the 
After-hours Emergency Number: (571) 308-3219, and the priest on call will assist you. 
 

HOME COMMUNION 
Home Communion is available upon request for parishioners who desire this service by Eucharistic Visitors every 
Sunday. Home Communion will be in one form, Bread only. To request Home Communion, parishioners are 
asked to contact the Parish Office by telephone at 703-549-1980 no later than 12 pm on the Wednesday prior to the 
Sunday on which they would like to receive Home Communion. 
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THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICE 
FESTIVAL EUCHARIST, RITE I 

 
      

 

VOLUNTARY:                                                           We Gather Together                          Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
 

All Stand. 
 

HYMN 290                                                      Come ye thankful people come                             St. George’s Windsor 
                                         

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

 

 

 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY  
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and 
worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
 
Gloria in excelsis                                                 Hymnal S-204 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.   
People   And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and gracious Father, we give thee thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for 
the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we beseech thee, faithful stewards of thy great bounty, 
for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The people are seated. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                                                         Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

Lector  A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy. 
 
 

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and 
you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you 
harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the 
place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go to the priest who is in 
office at that time, and say to him, "Today I declare to the Lord your God that I have come into the land 
that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us." When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets 
it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall make this response before the Lord your God:  
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"A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in 
number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us 
harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the 
Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The Lord brought us out of 
Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and 
wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So 
now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me." You shall set it down 
before the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites 
and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given 
to you and to your house. 
 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm is sung by all. 
PSALM 100 

 

 
1 Be joyful in the Lord, all you| lands; * 
serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a |song. 
 

2 Know this: The Lord himself is| God; * 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of his| pasture. 
 

3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with| praise; * 
give thanks to him and call upon his |Name. 
 

4 For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is ever-|lasting; * 
and his faithfulness endures from age to |age 

 
THE SECOND LESSON                                              Philippians 4:4-9    

Lector  A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians. 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 
near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen 
in me, and the God of peace will be with you.  
 

Lector    The Word of the Lord.  
People    Thanks be to God. 
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The people stand. 
 

HYMN 291                                                      We plow the fields and scatter                                           Wir pflugen 
 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                     John 6:25-35 
 

Deacon   The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People     Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When the crowd found Jesus on the other side of the sea, they said to him, "Rabbi, when did you come 
here?" Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but 
because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that 
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set 
his seal." Then they said to him, "What must we do to perform the works of God?" Jesus answered them, 
"This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent." So they said to him, "What sign are 
you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? Our 
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, `He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'" 
Then Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but 
it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down 
from heaven and gives life to the world." They said to him, "Sir, give us this bread always."  
 

Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty." 
 
 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The people are seated. 
SERMON                                                               The Rev. Dr. Anne Michele Turner 

Silence is kept. 
 

 
 

The people stand. 
THE NICENE CREED                                                          BCP, p. 358 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING             BCP, p. 836 
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank you for the splendor 
of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love. 
 

We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which surrounds us on 
every side. 
 

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for leading us to 
accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. 
 

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge our dependence 
on you alone.  
 

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and the example of his 
life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he 
overcame death; and for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 
 

Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him known; and through him, at 
all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen. 
 
A LITANY OF THANKSGIVING                         BCP, p. 837 

 

Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us. 
 

For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea, 
We thank you, Lord. 

 

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ, 
We thank you, Lord. 

 

For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends, 
We thank you, Lord. 

 

For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve, 
We thank you, Lord. 

 

For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, 
We thank you, Lord. 

 

For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity, 
We thank you, Lord. 

 

For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice, 
We thank you, Lord. 

 

For the communion of saints, in all times and places, 
We thank you, Lord. 

Silence is kept.  
 

Celebrant Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ Jesus  
                        our Lord;  
 

People  To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and for -ever.  
                        Amen. 
 

Celebrant We bless you, God of the universe, for this land, for its contrasts of landscape and climate,  
for its abundance of wealth and opportunity. We bless you for our history, with all its 
struggle in adversity, its courage and hope, Give us in our diversity tolerance and respect 
for each other and a passionate commitment to justice for all. Bless us so that we might be 
a blessing to others. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                                                          BCP, p. 330 
 

Deacon Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 

The people kneel. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee, in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to 
the glory of thy Name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant     Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness 
of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring 
you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The people stand. 
THE PEACE  
 
 

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 

THE OFFERTORY                                     We invite you to give to the work of the church  
electronically via Tithe.ly by scanning this QR code. 

 
 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                    Sing to the Lord of Harvest                                          Healey Willan 
 

Sing to the Lord of harvest, Sing songs of love and praise; 
With joyful hearts and voices, your alleluias raise: 
By Him the rolling seasons in fruitful order move, 
Sing to the Lord of harvest a happy song of love. 

 

By Him the clouds drop fatness, the deserts bloom and spring, 
The hills leap up in gladness, the valleys laugh and sing. 
He filleth with His fulness all things with large increase, 

He crowns the year with goodness, with plenty and with peace. 
 

Heap on His sacred altar the gifts His goodness gave, 
The golden sheaves of harvest, the souls He died to save: 

Your hearts lay down before Him when at His feet ye fall, 
and with your lives adore Him, who gave His life for all. 

The people stand and sing the hymn. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 433                               We gather together                                                          Kremser 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II  

 
The Celebrant continues. 

 
 

 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto 
thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. For with thy co-eternal Son and Holy Spirit, thou art 
one God, one Lord, in Trinity of Persons and in Unity of Substance; and we celebrate the one and equal 
glory of thee, O Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee and 
saying, 
Sanctus and Benedictus                                                                                                               Hymnal S-114 

 
 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues. 
 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make us in 
thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon 
him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption.  
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He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel 
command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming 
again. 
 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 
 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the 
remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy gifts 
which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in 
remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and 
looking for his coming again with power and great glory.  
 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to 
bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy 
dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 
 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, 
that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of 
thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy 
whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, 
O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say: 
 

 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                                                BCP, P. 336                                                  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

 
 
 
 



12 
 

The Fraction Anthem                                                  Hymnal S-158 

 

 
THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Celebrant Behold what you are.  
People  May we become what we receive.  
Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for     
                          you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
 

 

 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the Eucharist. If you prefer a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest.  

At communion, gluten-free wafers are available by request. 
To request the bread only, please put out both hands, palm up, with one hand crossed over one another.  

To request a wafer that has been dipped in wine, please put out one hand only. 
 

If you prefer to drink from the chalice, there is a common cup available at the crossing. 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 309                     O food to pilgrims given                               O welt ich muss dich lassen 
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The people stand or kneel. 
 

 
THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these 
holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are 
very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful 
people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech 
thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy 
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 
 

 

 

THE BLESSING 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen.  
 

 

All stand and sing the hymn. 
 

 
CLOSING HYMN 397                                       Now thank we all our God    Nun danket 
 

 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
Deacon     Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People     Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                 Nun danket alle Gott               Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877-1933) 
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Sunday, December 4 (Advent 2) 
*8:45 and 10:30 a.m., Saint Nicholas visits the Eucharist 

 

5:00 p.m., Advent Lessons and Carols with Eucharist, Livestreamed 
 

Sunday, December 11 (Advent 3), 5:00 p.m. 
Christmas Pageant 

 

Wednesday, December 21, 5:00 p.m.  
Greening of the Church 

 

Friday, December 23, 7:00 p.m. 
Las Posadas & Santa Eucaristía 

 

Saturday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) 
3:00 p.m., Holy Eucharist (especially for families with small children), 

Rite 2,  Amphitheatre (weather permitting) 
 

*5:00 p.m., Festival Eucharist with procession to creche, Rite 2,  
Nave (musical prelude begins at 4:30 p.m.), Livestreamed 

 

7:30 p.m., Festival Eucharist, Rite 1, Nave 
 

11:00 p.m., Festival Eucharist, Rite 1,  
Nave (musical prelude begins at 10:30 p.m.), Livestreamed 

 

Sunday, December 25 (Christmas Day) 
12:00 noon, Festival Eucharist, Rite 1, Nave, Livestreamed 

 

Week after Christmas - noon Eucharists 
Monday (26th) St. Stephen, Tuesday (27th) St. John, Wednesday (28th) Holy Innocents 

 

Sunday, January 1 (Feast of the Holy Name)  
12:00 noon, Choral Eucharist, Rite 1, Nave 

 

5:00 p.m., Santa Eucaristía, Nave 
 

Friday, January 6 (Feast of the Epiphany) 
7:00 p.m., Bilingual Festival Eucharist, Nave, Livestreamed 

 

*Child care provided 
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SERVING @ GRACE TODAY 
        

Celebrant                                                                                                                            Father Santi Rodriguez   
Deacon and Preaching                                                                                       The Rev. Dr. Anne Michele Turner 
Sub Deacon                                                                                                                                   Durango Jenkins  
Lay Eucharistic Minister                                                                                                                       Jane Rosman 
Lector                                                                                                                         Stephanie Reed 
Intercessor                                                                                                                                              June Huber 
Music Director                                                                                                                               Samantha Scheff 
Ushers                                                                                                    Brad Bergmann & June Huber 
Altar Guild Crew Leader                                      Kristine Hesse 
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