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WELCOME TO GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

We are pleased to welcome you to Grace Church. If you are joining us for the first time, please send us a message 
at welcome@gracealex.org, so we can get to know you. We can also add you to our mailing list by request. We’re 
glad to have you join with us in worshipping God in the beauty of holiness, something which is central to our 
identity at Grace. We hope you will join with us in sharing the love of God with this world that needs healing.  
 

Assisted listening devices are available for use during worship. Please see an usher if you’d like to use one.  
 

 

Our Mission Statement 
To Love, Proclaim, and Serve God 

through   life-giving liturgical worship   joyful community   empowering others 
 
 
 
 

Contacting Grace  
Please feel free to contact our staff.  

Our office hours are Monday to Thursday, 9 am – 3 pm and Fridays 9 am – Noon. 
(Mothers Anne & Nina are out of the office on Mondays. Father Santi & Sam Scheff are out on Fridays.) 

 
 
 
 

Staff  
 

Santana Alvarado 
Communications Specialist (part-time) 

communications.specialist@gracealex.org   

The Rev. Nina Bacas 
Associate Rector 

nina.bacas@gracealex.org 

Betsy Bamford & Isabel Moirenda 
Nursery Workers (part-time) 

The Rev. Amanda Bourne  
Priest Associate 

Patti Culbreth 
Head of Grace Episcopal School 

pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org 

Mary Cyrus 
Financial Administrator (part-time) 
  financial.admin@gracealex.org    

Kevin Hamilton 
 Director of Operations 

director.of.operations@gracealex.org 

Pedro Hernández 
Sexton  

  

Durango Jenkins 
Seminarian 

djenkins@vts.edu  

Amorita Quintanilla 
Sexton (part-time) 

The Rev. Santiago “Santi” Rodriguez 
Associate Rector 

santiago.rodriguez@gracealex.org 

Samantha Scheff 
Director of Music 

director.of.music@gracealex.org  

The Rev. Dr. Anne Michele Turner 
Rector 

rector@gracealex.org  
 

IN NEED OF PASTORAL CARE? 
Clergy and staff are available for pastoral care. Please call the church office at (703) 549-1980 or send an email to Mtr. 
Anne Turner, rector@gracealex.org, if you’re ill or need pastoral care. For emergencies after hours, please call the 
After-hours Emergency Number: (571) 308-3219, and the priest on call will assist you. 
 

HOME COMMUNION 
Home Communion is available upon request for parishioners who desire this service by Eucharistic Visitors every 
Sunday. Home Communion will be in one form, Bread only. To request Home Communion, parishioners are 
asked to contact the Parish Office by telephone at 703-549-1980 no later than 12 pm on the Wednesday prior to the 
Sunday on which they would like to receive Home Communion. 
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mailto:djenkins@vts.edu
mailto:santiago.rodriguez@gracealex.org
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A SERVICE OF ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

  

PRELUDE         Chorale Partita on “Freu dich, Sehr”            Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
 

 The people stand. 
   

HYMN 56    O Come, O Come Emmanuel (verses 1-4)     Veni, Veni, Emmanuel 
   

THE BIDDING PRAYER  
  

Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again 
the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a 
manger.  
 

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our 
disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by his holy Child; and let us look forward to the 
yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise.  
 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for the 
mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this country and within this city.  
 

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor 
and the helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; 
the aged and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who 
by sin have grieved his heart of love.  
 

Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all  
those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can 
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are 
one.  
 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and unto the fellowship 
of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 
 

The congregation is seated. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON: Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-25             
  

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the field was yet in the 
earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, 
and there was no one to till the ground; but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face 
of the ground— then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and the man became a living being. And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the 
east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every 
tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the Lord God 
commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’ 
Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his 
partner.’ So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, 
and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called each living 
creature, that was its name.  
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The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the 
man there was not found a helper as his partner. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the 
man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that 
the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the 
man said, ‘This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out 
of Man this one was taken.’  
Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. And 
the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed. 
 

 

Lector         The Word of the Lord. 

People         Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM                                   Jesus Christ the Apple Tree                 Elizabeth Poston (1905-1987) 
 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, Laden with fruit and always green:  
The trees of nature fruitless be Compared with Christ the apple tree.  

 

His beauty doth all things excel: By faith I know, but ne'er can tell  
The glory which I now can see In Jesus Christ the apple tree.  

 

 For happiness I long have sought, And pleasure dearly I have bought:  
I missed of all; but now I see 'Tis found in Christ the apple tree.  

 

 I'm weary with my former toil, Here I will sit and rest awhile:  
Under the shadow I will be, Of Jesus Christ the apple tree.  

 

 This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, It keeps my dying faith alive;  
Which makes my soul in haste to be With Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

 

THE SECOND LESSON: Genesis 3:1-15 
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the 
woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ The woman said to the serpent, 
‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree 
that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ’ But the serpent said to the 
woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was 
a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and 
she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and 
they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the 
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But 
the LordGod called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in 
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ He said, ‘Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman 
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ Then the Lord God said to the 
woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I 
ate.’ The Lord God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and 
among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, 
and you will strike his heel.’ 
 

 Lector         The Word of the Lord. 

People         Thanks be to God. 
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ANTHEM:                                                                    Adam lay ybounden                            Philip Ledger (1937-2012)  
 

Adam lay ybounden, Bounden in a bond; 
Four thousand winter Thought he not too long. 

And all was for an apple, An apple that he took, 
As clerkës finden written In their book. 

Nor had one apple taken been, The apple taken been, 
Then had never Our Lady A-been heaven's queen. 

Blessed be the time That apple taken was. 
Therefore we may singen Deo gratias! 

 

THE THIRD LESSON: Isaiah 40:1-11 
  

In Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has 
served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her 
sins.  A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 
ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and 
all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’  
A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when 
the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but 
the word of our God will stand for ever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities 
of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’ See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward 
is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the 
lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.  
 

  

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The congregation stands. 
  

HYMN 67                 Comfort, comfort ye my people                            Freu mich sehr 
 

The congregation is seated. 
THE FOURTH LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-9 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of 
the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  He shall not 
judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 
with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and 
faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the 
bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They 
will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as 
the waters cover the sea.  

  

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The congregation stands. 
 

HYMN 81:                                                       Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming                                         Es ist ein Ros 



6 
 
 

The congregation remains standing. 
 

THE FIFTH LESSON: Luke 1:26-38 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, 
‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 
  

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

ANTHEM                                                        Ave Maria                                  Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 
 

Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum. 
Benedicta tu in mulieribus, et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Iesus. 

Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, ora pro nobis peccatoribus, nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen. 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and in the hour of our death. Amen. 
 

HOMILY                                                                                                             Father Santi Rodriguez 
 

THE PEACE 
 

Celebrant         The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People               And with thy spirit. 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE OFFERTORY                                     We invite you to give to the work of the church  
electronically via Tithe.ly by scanning this QR code. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                       E’en so Lord Jesus quickly come                     Paul Manz (1919-2009) 
Peace be to you and grace from him Who freed us from our sins 
Who loved us all and shed his blood That we might saved be 

Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord The Lord, Almighty God 
Who was, and is, and is to come Sing Holy, Holy Lord 

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell within Rejoice on earth, ye saints below 
For Christ is coming, is coming soon For Christ is coming soon 
E'en so Lord Jesus, quickly come And night shall be no more 

They need no light nor lamp nor sun For Christ will be their All! 
       

The congregation stands. 
 

HYMN 57                                                       Lo! He comes, with clouds descending                                   Helmsley 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER I 

 

 
The Celebrant continues. 

 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, Because thou didst send thy beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, 
and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph 
to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise 
you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS                                                                   Healey Willan, Hymnal S-114 

 
 

The people stand or kneel. 
  

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give 
thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his 
one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, 
for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a 
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 
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For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me." 
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink 
ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the 
remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me." 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with 
these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; 
having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by 
the same. 
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, 
vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread 
and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ's holy institution, in 
remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, 
and all other benefits of his passion. And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our 
souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that 
we, and all others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most 
precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and 
made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we 
beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our 
offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all 
honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The Fraction Anthem                                                  Hymnal S-164 
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Celebrant Behold what you are. 
People May we become what we receive.  
 

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the Eucharist. If you prefer a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest.  
At communion, gluten-free wafers are available by request. 

To request the bread only, please put out both hands, palm up, with one hand crossed over one another.  
To request a wafer that has been dipped in wine, please put out one hand only. 

 

If you prefer to drink from the chalice, there is a common cup available at the crossing. 
 

HYMN 61                                         “Sleepers, Wake!” A voice astounds us                                     Wachet auf  
 

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy 
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members 
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also 
heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, 
so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works 
as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
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THE BLESSING 
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you 
with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.  
 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in 
hope, and constant in love. Amen.  
 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with 
unending life. Amen.  
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 
you for ever. Amen.  

 

All stand and sing the hymn. 
 
CLOSING HYMN 56                    O Come, O Come Emmanuel (verses 5-8)                   Veni, Veni Emmanuel 
 
THE DISMISSAL 

Celebrant                   Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People                        Thanks be to God.  
   

POSTLUDE                                          Toccata on “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”        Austin Lovelace (1919-2010) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AS OF DECEMBER 4TH, 2022 
Announcement deadline is Monday at 4 pm. Announcements arriving after that time will be held for the 

following week. Please limit announcements to 75 words. Email requests to announcements@gracealex.org. 
 

 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS @ GRACE THIS WEEK 
 

SAINT NICHOLAS EXHIBIT IN THE MALM NARTHEX 
Don't miss the Saint Nicholas exhibit today in the Malm Narthex. Feel free to stop by the table and view the 
figurines, books, and other items that celebrate this saint of the church. 
 

YOUTH GROUP CHRISTMAS DINNER THIS EVENING 
6th – 12th Graders are invited to join us this evening at 6:30 p.m. at Hard Times Café in Springfield.  We will 
have a private room with games and TVs! Please contact Mother Nina if you have any questions. 
 

NO MORNING PRAYER ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8. 
Morning Prayer will not be held on Thursday, December 8 as the Clergy will be offsite. 
 

JOIN US FOR THE GRACE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11TH @ 5 PM 
Mark your calendars for next Sunday, December 11th for our Christmas Pageant at 5 pm.  The pageant will be 
followed by pizza and cookies in the auditorium. 
 

GRACE SCHOOL’S HOLIDAY HAT & MITTEN TREE 
The tree is up in the school lobby waiting to be dressed with kids' winter hats, mittens and scarves for local 
children in need of warm clothing this season. Please consider donating a new hat, pair of gloves/mittens, or a 
scarf to this festive outreach project. The visual collection tree is one more way to show our students the joy of 
giving to others who might otherwise go without. Donations can be dropped off anytime to the school office 
during regular hours or left under the Christmas tree outside of the office on Sundays. Grace School will accept 
donations for the tree through Wednesday, December 14. 
 

GIANT FOOD BLOOMIN’ 4 GOOD PROGRAM 
Each month, Giant Food Bloomin’ 4 Good program selects an exceptional local food donation program and 
Grace Episcopal Church has been selected for the great work we do with our food pantry! For every Bloomin’ 4 
Good bouquet sold during December 2022, we will receive a $1 donation to the food pantry. If interested in 
purchasing a bouquet, feel free to visit the Giant Food location at Giant Food location at 3131 Duke Street, 
Alexandria, VA. 
 

MYSTERION SEEKING UNDERSTANDING 
Our former priest associate, The Rev. Jeremy Means-Koss, is the co-editor of a new collection of 
essays,  Mysterion Seeking Understanding.  A copy is available in the church library.  Scan the 
QR code to the right to find the work on Amazon. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS @ GRACE THIS WEEK 
ADULT FORUM (ST. MARK ROOM AND VIRTUALLY, 9:40 - 10:15) 
Tea and coffee are available from 9:30 just outside the St. Mark room. Come and chat before we get started! 

December 11: Our Lady of Guadalupe, presented by Lina Dobbs 
December 18: International Creches at the Washington National Cathedral, presented by Anne Boris 

 

CHRISTMAS USHERS NEEDED!  
The Christmas season is the most joyous and the busiest season of the church year. Thus, Grace continues its 
tradition of offering four services on Christmas Eve. Unfortunately, the usher corps is now less than half its size 
before the pandemic. Please consider ushering for at least one Christmas service. We could really use your 
assistance! Contact brad.bergmann@gracealex.org to volunteer. 

mailto:announcements@gracealex.org
mailto:brad.bergmann@gracealex.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS @ GRACE THIS WEEK (CONTINUED) 
 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS BENEFITED 186 FAMILIES THIS YEAR!  
Thank you to the many Grace parishioners who helped with Thanksgiving baskets this year. Parishioners 
donated funds, brought in baskets they prepared at home, Youth and adult volunteers shopped and assembled 
140 baskets, La Gracia members provided distribution oversight as youth and adult volunteers distributed them 
to families experiencing need this year, and more. This was a Grace Community effort. Did you miss out on 
being a part of this great effort but wish you could have helped?  You still can!  Due to rising food costs this 
year, we can still use donations to help cover the expenditures. Donate via check or online via Tithely today. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grace would like to set you and your family on a brighter and lighter path towards Advent and Christmas. 
With the flurry of activities from holiday shopping to getting ready for family visits, the time of Advent too 
easily becomes about stressing, planning, and buying. During Advent, your clergy will be offering a weekly 
Digital Devotional. It will be available on our social media platforms every Wednesday morning. We look 
forward to helping you incorporate these resources into your own daily or weekly practices throughout the 
season of Advent. 
 

MAKE THE LIVESTREAM MORE LIVELY 
Do you regularly participate in the eucharist via livestream?  Would you like to increase the feeling of 
connection?  We are hoping to enable the real-time chat function and looking for a few people who are willing 
to serve as hosts and keep an eye on that space.  Minimal technical skills are required; hospitality is essential.  If 
you are interested, please contact Mother Anne at anne.turner@gracealex.org. 
 

 
 

 
 

Scan QR code with a 
Smartphone to access order form. 
                                                                                                                      
                                                           
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:anne.turner@gracealex.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS @ GRACE THIS WEEK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

You can scan the QR Code to access the online form. 
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BIRTHDAYS @ GRACE THIS WEEK 
Sunday, 12/4–          Kevin Plunkett, Clara “Glory” Shriner, Nicholas Shriner, 
                                  Taylor Whitworth 
Thursday, 12/8 –        Valerie Eudy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parishioner birthdays are listed weekly based on records from Breeze, our church database. For birthdays 
missing or listed on an incorrect date, please contact the church office to update your record.  Thank you! 
 
 

EVENTS @ GRACE THIS WEEK 
DATE EVENT  LOCATION CONTACT / INFO*  

Sunday, 12/4 7:30 am Holy Eucharist in English, Rite I Nave  
8:45 am Santa Eucaristía en Español Nave  
9:00 am Little Church, Rite II MH Auditorium  
Sunday School- 9:40-10:20 am Various Rooms  
Adult Forum- 9:40-10:15 am St. Mark Room, Zoom  
10:30 am Festival Eucharist, Rite II Nave / Livestream  
Girl Scouts Meeting- 3 pm St. Mark Room  
5:00 pm Advent Lessons and Carols  Nave  
Newcomer Reception- 6 pm Malm Narthex  
Youth Christmas Dinner- 6:30 pm Offsite  

Monday, 12/5 Food Pantry Bagging – 4:30 – 6:30 pm 1st floor Lobby Area Judy.Willard@gracealex.org  
Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org 

Tuesday, 12/6 Morning Prayer – 9 am Malm Narthex  
Food Pantry Distribution – 6:30 pm 
 

1st floor Lobby Area 
 

Judy.Willard@gracealex.org  
Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org 

Wednesday, 
12/7 

Morning Prayer – 9 am Malm Narthex  
Food Pantry (Unloading of Delivery) – 2 - 4 pm  1st floor Lobby Area Judy.Willard@gracealex.org  

Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org 

Evening Prayer – 5:30 pm  Zoom  Lucy-Lee Reed– 703.842.3121  
Bible Study – 7:30 pm Zoom Stephen.Lovell@gracealex.org  
Alcoholics Anonymous – 8 pm MH Auditorium  
Alanon – 8 pm Saint Luke Room  

Thursday, 12/8 No Morning Prayer   
Bible Study – 11 am Saint Mark Room bobboyd020@gmail.com  
12 pm Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayer Nave, Lady Altar  
Handbell Rehearsal – 6 pm Choir Room  samantha.scheff@gracealex.org  
Choir Rehearsal – 7 pm Choir Room  samantha.scheff@gracealex.org  

Friday, 12/9 Food Pantry Bagging – 3 – 5 pm                                  
Food Pantry Distribution – 6:30 pm 

 Judy.Willard@gracealex.org  
Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org 

Alcoholics Anonymous – 8:30 pm MH Auditorium  
Saturday, 12/10 Casa Chirilagua All Day Event MH Auditorium, St. 

Luke, St. John 
 

Altar Guild Set Up – 9 am  Nave & Sacristy  
Bible Study – 10 am Zoom cmcfaddencrosby@gmail.com 
Food Pantry Bagging – 1 – 3 pm  1st floor Lobby Area  

 
Judy.Willard@gracealex.org  
Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org 

 

mailto:Judy.Willard@gracealex.org
mailto:Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org
mailto:Judy.Willard@gracealex.org
mailto:Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org
mailto:Judy.Willard@gracealex.org
mailto:Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org
mailto:Stephen.Lovell@gracealex.org
mailto:bobboyd020@gmail.com
mailto:samantha.scheff@gracealex.org
mailto:samantha.scheff@gracealex.org
mailto:Judy.Willard@gracealex.org
mailto:Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org
mailto:cmcfaddencrosby@gmail.com
mailto:Judy.Willard@gracealex.org
mailto:Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org
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Sunday, December 4 (Advent 2) 

*8:45 and 10:30 a.m., Saint Nicholas visits the Eucharist 
 

5:00 p.m., Advent Lessons and Carols with Eucharist, Livestreamed 
 

Sunday, December 11 (Advent 3), 5:00 p.m. 
Christmas Pageant 

 

Wednesday, December 21, 5:00 p.m.  
Greening of the Church 

 

Friday, December 23, 7:00 p.m. 
Las Posadas & Santa Eucaristía 

 

Saturday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) 
3:00 p.m., Holy Eucharist (especially for families with small children), 

Rite 2,  Amphitheatre (weather permitting) 
 

*5:00 p.m., Festival Eucharist with procession to creche, Rite 2,  
Nave (musical prelude begins at 4:30 p.m.), Livestreamed 

 

7:30 p.m., Festival Eucharist, Rite 1, Nave 
 

11:00 p.m., Festival Eucharist, Rite 1,  
Nave (musical prelude begins at 10:30 p.m.), Livestreamed 

 

Sunday, December 25 (Christmas Day) 
12:00 noon, Festival Eucharist, Rite 1, Nave, Livestreamed 

 

Week after Christmas - noon Eucharists 
Monday (26th) St. Stephen, Tuesday (27th) St. John, Wednesday (28th) Holy Innocents 

 

Sunday, January 1 (Feast of the Holy Name)  
12:00 noon, Choral Eucharist, Rite 1, Nave 

 

5:00 p.m., Santa Eucaristía, Nave 
 

Friday, January 6 (Feast of the Epiphany) 
7:00 p.m., Bilingual Festival Eucharist, Nave, Livestreamed 

 

*Child care provided 
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PRAYER @ GRACE THIS WEEK 
We continue praying for all those in need of healing of mind, body, or spirit. We also pray for wisdom and strength for our 
communities, our elected officials, and our leaders as they make difficult and important decisions. As we join in common 
prayer this weekend, let us remember those who are in any need or trouble.  

 

We pray for: 
• Parishioners: Virginia, Nancy, Michael, Lisa, Lina, Elizabeth, Mario, Ismael, Cristina, Tina, Hector, Betty & Reg, 

Conway, Amorita, Caz & family, Debbie, Anne, Amber, Dora, Wendy, Sara, Kelly, Elle, Susie. 
• Parishioners and others in assisted living: Rose, Margaret, Nancy, Polly, Sally, Clare, Nancy, Charlie, Elesa, Mary 

Ann, Audrey, Jill. 
• Family & friends:  Michael, Chris & Eileen, Peter, Robert, Joanne, Beth, Madison, David, Charlotte, Jerry & Dawn, 

Robert, Morgan, Melissa, Brian, Lexi, Landon, Jamison, Barbara, Charlotte & Michael, Dennis, Becky, AnnaRose, 
Rebecca, Kirk, Dan, Marilyn, Amy. 

• Outreach Partners:  Alive; Carpenter's Shelter; Casa Chirilagua; Christ Church Refugee and Lazarus Ministries; 
Community Lodgings; Cristosal, El Salvador; Haiti Micah Project; Meade Memorial Lunch Program; St. James 
Hospital, Tanzania; Tenants and Workers; V.O.I.C.E. 

• In the news:  the people of Ukraine; all victims of gun violence; Brittney Griner and others detained by Russia until 
the Ukraine war is over. 

• Those who have died:  Johnny DeWese, father of Rushad Thomas’ friend Jared DeWese; those who have died from 
coronavirus and other illnesses; those who have died from fires & floods; and all those killed in acts of terror, 
violence, and war around the world. 

• Those serving in the Armed Forces: LCDR Claire S. Eudy, USN; SSgt Chip Fowler, USAF; all those in the Middle 
East; all others at risk; and for healing for US troops wounded as casualties of war and their caregivers. 

• Others who are overseas serving the Church or our nation or studying: Virginia Robinson; Melissa & Edi Jurkovic 
with Elena, Ana, Mia & Olivia; Julie Mills Cizek; Chris & Melissa Reed; Connor Murphy; Christopher Corlett; 
Karen Coulson. 

• Diocese of Virginia Prayer Cycle:  Grace, Bremo Bluff; Meade Memorial, Alexandria; St. Martin’s, Richmond; St. 
Matthew’s, Richmond; St. Peter’s, Richmond; Varina, Varina. 

• Anglican Prayer Cycle:  The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & The Middle East; The Diocese of el-Obeid – Province 
of the Episcopal Church of Sudan; The Diocese of Offa – The Church of Nigeria; The Diocese of Ogbaru – The 
Church of Nigeria; The Diocese of Ogbia – The Church of Nigeria; The Diocese of Ogbomoso – The Church of 
Nigeria; The Diocese of Ogoni – The Church of Nigeria. 

 

You can fill out a Prayer Request Form on our Website or email your request to prayers@gracealex.org. 
 

 
 

SERVING @ GRACE TODAY 
        

Celebrant and Preacher                                                                                                         Father Santi Rodriguez 
Lay Eucharistic Minister                                                                                                                         June Huber 
Lectors                                                                                                 Bill Eckel, Teresa Preston, Daniel Shaver,  
                                                                                                                                Deborah Leslie, Mary Stewart 
Music Director                                                                                                                               Samantha Scheff 
Usher                                                                                                                                                    Brad Bergmann 
Livestream Crew                                                                                                            Vance Allen, Eleanor Reed 
Altar Guild Crew Leader                                                                                                                 Nancy Robinson 
Acolyte                                                                                                                                                 Barry Joyner 

 

https://gracealex.breezechms.com/form/8f858346
mailto:prayers@gracealex.org

	All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the Eucharist. If you prefer a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest.
	At communion, gluten-free wafers are available by request.
	To request the bread only, please put out both hands, palm up, with one hand crossed over one another.
	To request a wafer that has been dipped in wine, please put out one hand only.
	If you prefer to drink from the chalice, there is a common cup available at the crossing.
	May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.
	May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.
	May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen.
	And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
	All stand and sing the hymn.

