
           Grace Episcopal Church 
                   3601 Russell Rd.  Alexandria, Virginia 22305 

                      www.gracealex.org     703.549.1980 
 
 

 

The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Christmas Eve, December 24, 2022 – 5:00 PM  

 

 
 

WELCOME TO CHRISTMAS EVE AT GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 
We are excited that you have chosen to worship with us today as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  We invite you to return in the coming weeks to worship during Christmastide and Epiphany. See 
the schedule inside the back cover of this bulletin to see our upcoming services.  
 

If you are so moved, there are a couple of ways to make a Christmas Eve offering this evening: 
• Place cash or check in the offering bag as it is passed through the pews during the anthem. 
• Make a one-time donation through the website, gracealex.org. 

 
If you are looking for a church home, we welcome you. Please leave a visitor card in the offering plate or 
send an email to welcome@gracealex.org  
 
 
 
 

http://www.gracealex.org/
http://gracealex.org/
mailto:welcome@gracealex.org
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WELCOME TO GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

We are pleased to welcome you to Grace Church. If you are joining us for the first time, please send us a 
message at welcome@gracealex.org, so we can get to know you. We can also add you to our mailing list by 
request. We’re glad to have you join with us in worshipping God in the beauty of holiness, something which 
is central to our identity at Grace. We hope you will join with us in sharing the love of God with this world 
that needs healing.  
 

Assisted listening devices are available for use during worship. Please see an usher if you’d like to use one. 
 

Our Mission Statement 
To Love, Proclaim, and Serve God 

through   life-giving liturgical worship   joyful community   empowering others 
 
 
 
 

Contacting Grace  
Please feel free to contact our staff.  

Our office hours are Monday to Thursday, 9 am – 3 pm and Fridays 9 am – Noon. 
(Mothers Anne & Nina are out of the office on Mondays. Father Santi & Sam Scheff are out on Fridays.) 

 
 
 
 

Staff  
 

Santana Alvarado 
Communications Specialist (part-time) 

communications.specialist@gracealex.org   

The Rev. Nina Bacas 
Associate Rector 

nina.bacas@gracealex.org 

Betsy Bamford & Isabel Moirenda 
Nursery Workers (part-time) 

The Rev. Amanda Bourne  
Priest Associate 

Patti Culbreth 
Head of Grace Episcopal School 

pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org 

Mary Cyrus 
Financial Administrator (part-time) 
  financial.admin@gracealex.org    

Kevin Hamilton 
 Director of Operations 

director.of.operations@gracealex.org 

Pedro Hernández 
Sexton  

  

Durango Jenkins 
Seminarian 

djenkins@vts.edu  

Amorita Quintanilla 
Sexton (part-time) 

The Rev. Santiago “Santi” Rodriguez 
Associate Rector 

santiago.rodriguez@gracealex.org 

Samantha Scheff 
Director of Music 

director.of.music@gracealex.org  

The Rev. Dr. Anne Michele Turner 
Rector 

rector@gracealex.org  
 

IN NEED OF PASTORAL CARE? 
Clergy and staff are available for pastoral care. Please call the church office at (703) 549-1980 or send an email to Mtr. 
Anne Turner, rector@gracealex.org, if you’re ill or need pastoral care. For emergencies after hours, please call the 
After-hours Emergency Number: (571) 308-3219, and the priest on call will assist you. 
 

HOME COMMUNION 
Home Communion is available upon request for parishioners who desire this service by Eucharistic Visitors every 
Sunday. Home Communion will be in one form, Bread only. To request Home Communion, parishioners are 
asked to contact the Parish Office by telephone at 703-549-1980 no later than 12 pm on the Wednesday prior to the 
Sunday on which they would like to receive Home Communion. 

mailto:welcome@gracealex.org
mailto:communications.specialist@gracealex.org
mailto:nina.bacas@gracealex.org
mailto:pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org
mailto:financial.admin@gracealex.org
mailto:director.of.operations@gracealex.org
mailto:djenkins@vts.edu
mailto:santiago.rodriguez@gracealex.org
mailto:director.of.music@gracealex.org
mailto:rector@gracealex.org
mailto:rector@gracealex.org
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MUSICAL PRELUDE— 4:30 PM 
 

PRELUDE                                               The Shepherds at the Manger                       Franz Liszt (1811-1886) 
 

HYMN 102                                                  Once in Royal David’s City 
All are invited to join in singing verses 2-6 

 

                                                                       Away in A Manger                                 Mueller  arr. Larry Sue 
                                                                           The Bell Choir                           
 

                                                      While Shepherds Watched their flocks          John Downland (1563-1626) 
 

While shepherds watched their flocks, all seated on the ground 
The angel of the Lord with heav’nly hosts came down. 
“Fear not” said he, for dread had seized their minds; 

“Glad tidings of great joy be to you and all mankind.” 
 

We have left our flocks upon the field, 
so come with us and see the Holy Child. 

 

“To you in Bethlehem, is born of David’s line, 
The Savior who is Christ, and this shall be the sign. 

The heavn’ly Babe you find to human view displayed, 
All meanly wrapped in bands, and in a manger laid.” 

 

We have left our flocks upon the field, 
so come with us and see the Holy Child. 

 

                                                                          Joy to the World                                   Antioch arr. Larry Sue 
 

                                                                       In the Bleak Midwinter                                   arr. Cindy Blevin 
 

 
HYMN 115                                                          What Child is This  
                                                                All are invited to join in singing  
 

                                                                      Away in a Manger                                       American Folk Tune 
                                                                                                                                     arr. David Ashley White  

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 

I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
        close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

        Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
        and take us to heaven to live with you there. 

 

                                                                                                Silent Night                                          arr. Gary Lanier 
                                                                                                            Julianna Nickel, flute. John Park, violin.  
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

The people stand for the Procession. 

THE PROCESSION TO THE CRÈCHE 

 

HYMN 83                                             O come, all ye faithful                                         Adeste fideles 

Children in the congregation are invited to follow the procession to the crèche and will join in behind the Celebrant at 
the direction of the ushers. Adults may assist younger children. After leaving a gift and /or viewing the crèche, please 
return to your pew. Photographs at the crèche may be taken after tonight’s liturgy.   
 

THE BLESSING OF THE CRÈCHE 

Celebrant  Most merciful and loving God, you have made this day holy by the Incarnation of your 
Son Jesus Christ, and by the childbearing of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Grant that we, your people, may 
enter with joy into the celebration of this day, and may also rejoice forever as your adopted sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

HYMN 101                                                   Away in a manger                                           Cradle Song 
 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

 

 
 

Gloria in excelsis                                                                       William Mathias, Hymnal S-278 
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THE COLLECT 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray.  

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, 
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with 
you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 

The people are seated for the reading of the lesson. 
THE LESSON                                                                                                                    Isaiah 9:2-7 

Lector A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on 
them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the 
boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow 
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish 
and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will do this. 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The people stand for the Gospel Procession and sing the hymn. 
 

HYMN 96                                        Angels we have heard on high                                       Gloria 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                        Luke 2:1-20  
 

Deacon         The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke. 
People                    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to 
be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for 
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy 
for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This 
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
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When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they 
made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The people are seated. 

THE HOMILY                                                                             The Rev. Dr. Anne Michele Turner 

The people stand for the Nicene Creed. 
 
THE NICENE CREED                                 BCP, p. 358 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM I 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy." 
 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the city of Alexandria, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and 
for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, especially for Audrey Adlis, parishioner & 
mother of Charlie Iovino, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

In the communion of and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our 
life, to Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God. 
 

Celebrant 
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: 
Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son 
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

The people stand. 
THE PEACE 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 

After exchanging the Peace the people may be seated. 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
ANTHEM                                                                    Carol of the Bells       Mykola Leontovych arr. Peter Willhousky 
                                                                                                                                

Hark! how the bells sweet silver bells 
All seem to say throw cares away. 

Christmas is here bringing good cheer 
To young and old meek and the bold 
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Ding, dong, ding, dong that is their song, 
With joyful ring all caroling 

One seems to hear words of good cheer 
From everywhere filling the air 

O, how they pound raising the sound 
Oer hill and dale telling their tale 
Gaily they ring while people sing 

Songs of good cheer christmas is here! 
Merry, merry, merry, merry christmas! 
Merry, merry, merry, merry christmas! 

On, on they send on without end 
Their joyful tone to every home 

HYMN 109                                   The first Nowell the angel did say                        The First Nowell 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 

The people remain standing.  

 

 

The Celebrant continues.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that 
we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. Therefore we 
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
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SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS                                                          William Mathias, Hymnal S-128 

 
 

The people stand or kneel. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; 
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us 
worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. 
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that 
we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all 
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and Joseph, Nicholas, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation.  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. 

 Amen. 
 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

 
Celebrant Behold what you are. 
People May we become what we receive.  

 
THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the Eucharist. If you prefer a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest. 
At communion, gluten-free wafers are available by request. 

To request the bread only, please put out both hands, palm up, with one hand crossed over one another.  
To request a wafer that has been dipped in wine, please put out one hand only. 

If you prefer to drink from the chalice, there is a common cup available at the crossing. 
 
VOLUNTARY                                                        O Holy Night                            Adolphe Adam (1803-1856)  
                                                                                                                           arr. James Nathanial Holland 
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ANTHEM                                            What Child Shall Come?  Arr. Patrick M. Liebergen 
What child shall come this lonely night And bring God’s love forever?  

Will all behold the shining light  And sing with joy together?  
This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, Haste to bring Him laud,  The babe, the son, of Mary.  
What child shall come to set us free, The promise of salvation?  

And bring for all eternity God’s peace to all creation?  
Emmanuel the Lord and King! Emmanuel, rejoice and sing! 

Sing we noel!  

HYMN 79                                     O little town of Bethlehem                                                St. Louis 

The people kneel. 

HYMN 111                                         Silent night, holy night                                           Stille Nacht 

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE BLESSING FOR CHRISTMAS 

May Christ, who by his Incarnation, gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy 
and peace: and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 

The people stand. 

HYMN 87                                        Hark! the herald angels sing                                          Mendelssohn 

THE DISMISSAL 

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

VOLUNTARY:                                             In dulci jubilo, BWV 729 J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
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CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS 
 

The flowers decorating the church are given to the Glory of God by the following: 
 

The Arnold Family In Loving Memory of those who have gone before us. 
 

Emanuel & Janet Baker In Thanksgiving for the Pelt family, the Payne family, and the Baker 
family. 
 

Paul and Lisa Bellantoni In Thanksgiving for the birthdays of our mothers, Nora Bellantoni (Dec 
19) and Sally Rasco (Dec 24). 
 

Brad Bergman and June Huber In Thanksgiving for our Grace Church family, at Christmas and always. 
 

John J. & Anne Clift Boris In Thanksgiving for Jill Boris Zadar. 
 

Bob Boyd & Sigrid Papademetriou-
Boyd 

In Loving Memory of our parents David & Jeanne Boyd and Wilhelm & 
Lydia Behnke. 
 

The Byrnes/Schrum Family In Loving Memory of Joseph Englert, Peter Kump and Dorothy Lindgren. 
 

Alison Campbell In Thanksgiving for the blessings in my life. 
 

Lisa Cassady In Thanksgiving for my Aunt Helen’s 90th Birthday.  
In Loving Memory of my mother Anna.  
 

Ruth Corlett In Loving Memory of Cleve.  
In Thanksgiving for our family. 
 

Chrissie and David Crosby In Thanksgiving for our families of birth and of choice, especially our 
much-loved Godchildren all over the world. 
 

Wendy & Bill Cunningham In Thanksgiving for our family and friends. 
 

Walter & Joanne Davis In Thanksgiving 
 

Lisa & Jonathan Doelp Given to the Glory of God and for the strong people of Ukraine. 
 

Tracy Enger In Thanksgiving for the Vestry and all the lay ministries at Grace 
Church that help bring God's love into the world.  
In Loving Memory of our Beloved Sister and Aunt Deanna, Our friend 
Susie and our sweet angel Rashid. 
 

Mary Fox In Loving Memory of my mother, Madelyn Newcomer Polleys, and John 
William Via, Jr. 
 

Kevin Hamilton In Thanksgiving for the office volunteers who serve Grace Church with 
their time and talents. 
 

Pedro and Bernarda Hernandez In Thanksgiving for Grace Episcopal Church and La Gracia. 
 

Kristine Hesse & Greg Whitlow In Thanksgiving for all our blessings. 
 

Peter, Charlie and Christina Iovino. In Thanksgiving for Grace Church and our many blessings. 
 

Summer Jones In Loving Memory of Jack & Brenda Chiow, beloved parents of Jeffrey 
Chiow and grandparents of Duke, Hudson, Perrin, & Mira Chiow. 
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Barry & Jane Clare Joyner In Thanksgiving for our family. 
 

Marjean Kaufman In Loving Memory of Joseph H. Kaufman, M.D. from your family. 
 

The Kelly Family  In Thanksgiving for our wonderful family and friends. 
 

Pierce Klemmt In Loving Honor of Ethan Fish, Oliver Metcalf, and June Metcalf. 
 

Scott Knudsen In Thanksgiving for my lovely wife Jennifer. 
 

Ann Korky In Loving Memory of Patrick Langton and Eliza Murphy. 
 

Erica McFarquhar & David Holiday In Thanksgiving for our family and friends.  
In Loving Memory of Charles "Chuck" T. Call. 
 

Doug & Judy Miller In Loving Memory of Claude A. Wheeler. 
 

Lance & Bob Moody In Thanksgiving for family and friends. 
 

Barbara Morris In Thanksgiving to God for His many gifts, especially His most recent, 
Cora, my rescue cat. 
 

Suzanne & Jay O'Malley In Thanksgiving for our many blessings and the joys of family and 
friends, especially our daughter Meghan and her family and our daughter 
Kerrigan and her husband Briggs who were married on June 18, 2022. 
 

Katy and Dan Pattarini In Thanksgiving for the blessing of our amazing family. 
 

Cynthia & Cathy Puskar In Thanksgiving for our many blessings.  
In Loving Memory of our parents/grandparents, Mary & Lewis Fulwiler 
and Chuck Puskar, and our beloved Bill Stokes. 
 

Jean & Lucy-Lee Reed In Loving Memory of Rodney Pendelton Reed.  
In Thanksgiving for our family. 
 

Stephanie & Mike Reed In Thanksgiving for our family and friends. 
 

Christina Ritter, Steven Zatta and 
Abigail Zatta  

In Loving Memory of David Zatta.  
In Thanksgiving for all of life's blessings. 
 

Evan and Nancy Robinson In Thanksgiving for our family and the clergy & staff of Grace. 
 

Kathleen Arthur Roche, Barbara 
Arthur Slate, and Edward Arthur 
Jr. 

In Loving Memory of our parents, Eddie and Kathleen Arthur. We are 
eternally grateful for your love and support. From your children. 
 

Jane & Barry Rosman In Loving Memory of the Breedlove and Peyton Families who have gone 
before us.  
In Thanksgiving for Brian, Tyler, Scott, Katie, Natalie, Claire and 
Grace Church. 
 

The Schultz Family  
 

Mary Stewart In Thanksgiving for Bella, Tractor, and all the creatures, great and 
small, with whom we share our world.  
 

Lawrence Thompson In Loving Memory of Catherine Thompson. 
 

Anne Turner In Thanksgiving for the people and staff of Grace Church. 
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Elly Vogtmann In Loving Memory of my parents, Stella & Bill.  
In Thanksgiving for my cousins Elaine & Keith. 

Heather Wishart-Smith, Keller 
Smith, Glory, Nick and Alexandra 

In Thanksgiving for the health, love, and support of our family, and that 
we are able to spend time together. 
 

Lorna Worley In Loving Memory of Lynn & Rosemond Worley, Gilbert & Violet 
Coonts, Harold & Frances Gadd, and David Worley as well as the 
departed saints of Grace Church, especially Frank Waskowicz. 

 

The Advent wreath and candles are given in loving memory of Charles S. Adlis  
and Marion and Peter A. Iovino, Sr. by Peter A. Iovino, Charlie and Christina Iovino. 

 

Hanging votive candles for the coming year are given by the Legere family in memory of Dick and Vi Legere. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOU’RE INVITED TO OUR CHRISTMASTIDE SERVICES 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, CHRISTMAS DAY- 12 p.m. Festival Eucharist 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26, THE FEAST OF ST. STEPHEN- 12 p.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27, THE FEAST OF ST. JOHN- 12 p.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28, THE FEAST OF HOLY INNOCENTS- 12 p.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, FEAST OF THE HOLY NAME- 12 p.m. Choral Eucharist & 5 p.m. Santa Eucharistía 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 6, FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY- 7 p.m. Bilingual Festival Eucharist 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AS OF DECEMBER 24TH, 2022 
 
 

 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS @ GRACE THIS WEEK 
 

 

FEAST DAYS AT NOON THIS WEEK  
We will celebrate the eucharist at noon at the Lady Altar on three feast days this week: Monday, 
December 26 (Saint Stephen), Tuesday, December 27 (Saint John), and Wednesday, December 28 (Holy 
Innocents).  There will be no noon eucharist on Thursday, December 29. 
 

SAINT RITA’S WINTER CLOTHING EVENT  
For several years Grace church and Outreach have supported our Outreach neighbors at St. Rita's with 
donations and volunteer workers for the Winter Clothing Event for clients at their parish. Volunteers are 
needed to sort clothing during the 2 weeks before the event, as well as to set up on Friday afternoon, 1/6, 
and help with the event on 1/7 at St. Rita's.  Please note, we are not collecting clothing as they have 
already reached capacity for donations!  If you can help with volunteer duties or have any questions, please 
contact Lynn Rohrs, weaverlynn47@gmail.com. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S UNTIL JANUARY 3 

The church office is closed December 23 - January 2, and will reopen Tuesday, January 3. For pastoral 
emergencies, please call the After-hours Emergency Number: (571) 308-3219, and the priest on call will 
assist you. While the office is closed, please refrain from emailing the staff, if possible.  It will be a gift to 
them this Christmas season to return to empty inboxes. 
 

STAFF CHANGES  
After a year and a half of service, our Communications Specialist, Santana Alvarado, will be leaving Grace 
Church.  We will miss her warm personality and her dedication to Grace.  As we restructure our 
administrative processes in her absence, we ask for your patience, especially with our electronic 
communications. 
 

THE WISDOM OF OUR MOTHERS PART 2  
Join Mother Amanda for five weeks of study and reflection on some of the mothers of our faith. Each 
week we’ll read a short excerpt from their written work, before gathering to discuss their life, what they 
have to say about God, and how this can influence our own lives of faith. We will meet from 7:00-8:30 
pm on Tuesday, January 17, 24, 31, February 7, and 14. To sign up, please contact Padre Santi Rodriguez 
at padre.santi@gracealex.org. 
 

INQUIRER'S CLASS - FOR SEEKERS AND RETURNERS 
New(ish) to Grace? The Episcopal Church? The Christian faith? Start your journey with our Inquirer's 
Class. It is a 5-week introduction for those who want to know more about our church and our faith - 
whether newcomers to the church or life-long Episcopalians. In this safe, small group community, we 
explore the Episcopal Church and its history, worship, and mission. The capstone event to this class for 
many is baptism, confirmation, reception from another Christian tradition or reaffirmation of your 
baptismal vows. Everyone is welcome and questions are encouraged. The class meets in person every 
Tuesday in Lent from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. All are welcome to attend any of the classes! For more 
information, please contact Father Santi Rodriguez. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:weaverlynn47@gmail.com
mailto:padre.santi@gracealex.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS @ GRACE THIS WEEK 
 

ADULT FORUM RETURNS ON JANUARY 8TH  
Available in person in the St. Mark Room or virtually from 9:40-10:15, the adult forum will resume on 
Sunday mornings on January 8th.  

NO ADULT FORUM on December 25 or January 1 
January 8: Ethiopia in Early Christianity, presented by Anne Boris 
January 15: Spirituality of Dr. Martin Luther King, presented by Fr. Santi Rodriguez 
January 22: Grace Church Budget, presented by Evan Robinson 
January 29: ANNUAL MEETING in Merrow Hall, NO ADULT FORUM in St. Mark Room 

 

PHOTOS & VIDEO AT GRACE CHURCH 
At Grace Church, video and photos may be taken. When you attend services and events, you may be 
included in these photos and video, and your attendance is understood as granting your permission for 
their use in our print and digital media. If you wish to restrict your permission to have photographs/video 
of yourself published, please contact us via email at director.of.operations@gracealex.org. Thank you! 
 

END OF YEAR GIVING REMINDER 
December is a very important time in the year for the church financially. Not only are we making our 
pledges for 2023, but a strong financial finish for 2022 is critical, as gifts in the last 
months of the year have a significant impact on our operating budget and designated 
funds.   In order for giving to be reflected on 2022 giving statements, it must be received 
on or before December 31, 2022. This includes online giving. The church office will be 
closed the week between Christmas and New Years, but all donations received to the 
church via US Mail up to December 31 will be correctly reflected. Any giving received 
after December 31 will credit your 2023 statement. Thank you for your generous support 
of Grace Church and its various ministries! Scan the QR Code to access online giving via tithe.ly. 
 

GIANT FOOD BLOOMIN’ 4 GOOD PROGRAM 
Each month, Giant Food Bloomin’ 4 Good program selects an exceptional local food donation program 
and Grace Episcopal Church has been selected for the great work we do with our food pantry! For every 
Bloomin’ 4 Good bouquet sold during December 2022, we will receive a $1 donation to the food pantry. 
If interested in purchasing a bouquet, feel free to visit the Giant Food location at 3131 Duke Street, 
Alexandria, VA. 
 

BIRTHDAYS @ GRACE THIS WEEK 
Monday, 12/26        Katya Epifanovskaya, Eva Lorentz 
Tuesday, 12/27        George Winstead 
Thursday, 12/29      Stanley Borgia, Linda Durrand, Medley Brett                                        .                          .  
Friday, 12/30           Melanie Farciert 
Saturday, 12/31       Barbara Ramm                                                                 . 
Sunday, 1/1/23        Judy Miller                                                                                                                . 
 
 
 

Parishioner birthdays are listed weekly based on records from Breeze, our church database. For birthdays 
missing or listed on an incorrect date, please contact the church office to update your record.  Thank you! 
 
 
 

mailto:director.of.operations@gracealex.org
http://tithe.ly/
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EVENTS @ GRACE THIS WEEK 
DATE EVENT  LOCATION CONTACT / INFO*  

Sunday, 12/25 12:00 pm Festival Eucharist, Rite 1 Nave / Livestream  
Monday, 12/26 Church Office is Closed   
 Feast of St. Stephen – 12:00 pm  Lady Altar   

Food Pantry Bagging – 4:30 – 6:30 pm 1st floor Lobby Area Judy.Willard@gracealex.org  
Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org 

Tuesday, 12/27 Church Office is Closed   
Feast of St. John – 12:00 pm Lady Altar  
Food Pantry Distribution – 6:30 pm 
 

1st floor Lobby Area 
 

Judy.Willard@gracealex.org  
Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org 

Wednesday, 
12/28 

Church Office is Closed   
Feast of St. Thomas – 12:00 pm Lady Altar   
Food Pantry (Unloading of Delivery) – 2 - 4 pm  1st floor Lobby Area Judy.Willard@gracealex.org  

Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org 

NO Evening Prayer This Week   
Bible Study – 7:30 pm Zoom Stephen.Lovell@gracealex.org  
Alcoholics Anonymous – 8 pm MH Auditorium  
Alanon – 8 pm Saint Luke Room  

Thursday, 12/29 Church Office is Closed   
No Noon Service Today   

Friday, 12/30 Church Office is Closed   
Food Pantry Bagging – 3 – 5 pm                                  
Food Pantry Distribution – 6:30 pm 

 Judy.Willard@gracealex.org  
Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org 

Alcoholics Anonymous – 8:30 pm MH Auditorium  
Saturday, 12/31 Altar Guild Set Up – 9 am Nave & Sacristy  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Judy.Willard@gracealex.org
mailto:Jennifer.Pease@gracealex.org
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PRAYER @ GRACE THIS WEEK 
We continue praying for all those in need of healing of mind, body, or spirit. We also pray for wisdom and strength for 
our communities, our elected officials, and our leaders as they make difficult and important decisions. As we join in 
common prayer this weekend, let us remember those who are in any need or trouble.  

 

We pray for: 
• Parishioners: Virginia, Nancy, Michael, Lisa, Lina, Elizabeth, Mario, Ismael, Cristina, Tina, Hector, Betty & 

Reg, Conway, Amorita, Caz & family, Debbie, Amber, Dora, Wendy, Sara, Kelly, Elle, Susie, Sara. 
• Parishioners and others in assisted living: Rose, Margaret, Nancy, Polly, Sally, Clare, Nancy, Charlie, Elesa, 

Mary Ann, Jill, Marilyn, Cynthia. 
• Family & friends:  Michael, Chris & Eileen, Peter, Robert, Beth, Madison, David, Charlotte, Jerry & Dawn, 

Robert, Morgan, Melissa, Brian, Lexi, Landon, Jamison, Barbara, Charlotte & Michael, Dennis, Becky, 
AnnaRose, Rebecca, Kirk, Dan, Bill, Tom & Beth, John & Patti, Danny. 

• Members of our staff:  Mother Anne, Mother Nina, Father Santiago, Mother Amanda, Durango, Patti, 
Samantha, Mary, Kevin, Santana, Pedro, Amorita. 

• Outreach Partners:  Alive; Carpenter's Shelter; Casa Chirilagua; Christ Church Refugee and Lazarus Ministries; 
Community Lodgings; Cristosal, El Salvador; Haiti Micah Project; Meade Memorial Lunch Program; St. James 
Hospital, Tanzania; Tenants and Workers; V.O.I.C.E. 

• In the news:  all victims of gun violence; the people of Ukraine and any remaining Americans detained by 
Russia until the Ukraine war is over. 

• Those who have died:  Audrey Adlis, parishioner & mother of Charlie Iovino; those who have died from 
coronavirus and other illnesses; those who have died from fires & floods; and all those killed in acts of terror, 
violence, and war around the world. 

• Those serving in the Armed Forces: LCDR Claire S. Eudy, USN; SSgt Chip Fowler, USAF; all those in the 
Middle East; all others at risk; and for healing for US troops wounded as casualties of war and their caregivers. 

• Others who are overseas serving the Church or our nation or studying: Virginia Robinson; Melissa & Edi 
Jurkovic with Elena, Ana, Mia & Olivia; Julie Mills Cizek; Chris & Melissa Reed; Connor Murphy; 
Christopher Corlett; Karen Coulson. 

• Diocese of Virginia Prayer Cycle:  Altar & Flower Guilds and Choirs. 
• Anglican Prayer Cycle:  The Anglican Church of Melanesia; The Dioceses of Oklahoma & Olympia – The 

Episcopal Church; The Dioceses of Oleh & Amu-Aran – The Church of Nigeria; The Diocese of Olo – The 
Province of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan. 
 

 

You can fill out a Prayer Request Form on our Website or email your request to prayers@gracealex.org. 
 

 

 
 

SERVING @ GRACE TODAY 
        

Celebrant                                                                                                                    Father Santi Rodriguez  
Deacon & Preacher                                                                     The Rev. Dr. Anne Turner  
Subdeacon                                                                                                                       The Rev. Nina Bacas 
Eucharistic Minister                                                                                                                 Kemp Williams  
Lector                                                                                                                       Jennifer Pease 
Intercessor                                                                                                                                      Anne Boris 
Music Director                                                                                                                      Samantha Scheff 
Ushers                                                John Hall, Scott Knudsen, Rich Kelly, Cindy MacIntyre, John Boris 
Altar Guild Crew Leader                                                                                                            Kristine Hesse 
Acolytes                                      Jay Legere, Molly Sim, Joey Portillo, Lauren Gustafson, Madeline Wolcott,  
                                                          Alex Washington, Christian Portillo, Seamus White, Willem Schultz,  
                                                                                                    Brynn Miller, Alex Cline, Victoria Portillo 
 

https://gracealex.breezechms.com/form/8f858346
mailto:prayers@gracealex.org

	All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the Eucharist. If you prefer a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest.
	At communion, gluten-free wafers are available by request.
	To request the bread only, please put out both hands, palm up, with one hand crossed over one another.
	To request a wafer that has been dipped in wine, please put out one hand only.
	If you prefer to drink from the chalice, there is a common cup available at the crossing.

