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Dear Friends in Christ—

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:5)

I am looking for the light this season.  I suspect you are, too.  A whole lot of people are, right now, in this twilight pandemic

moment.  Culturally, we have moved from acute crisis to a different phase—one where suffering feels chronic, where the

aftershocks of 2020 continue to rock us.  We are weary right now, most of us in the human race.

I sense this collective longing: where will we find light?  We have seen some change that gives us hope, but how will we

nurture and sustain that flickering?

I recently bought a book called The Art of Gathering.  No spoilers (I haven’t actually read it yet)—but the subtitle intrigues me:

How We Meet and Why It Matters.  A culture looking for hope and meaning is asking some very fundamental questions.  Does

getting together do us any good?  Where will we find whatever it is that we are looking for?

As Christians, we already know our answer to all these questions.  We meet together because it is who we are.  It is the way

we know God and the way we testify to God.  We meet because when we gather, we see the light.  And when we see the light,

we become the light.

We gather, and God is at our center.  God does not grow dim.

Our vestry recently adopted a new mission statement: we are here to love, proclaim, and serve God.  What ultimately brought

the vestry to this clarity was our realization that God was at the center of all we do and all we desire here.  (I took the liberty of

illustrating the mission statement with my own high-tech graphic to make the point.)

As you make your way through this dark and weary time, I hope that you can find your center in this place.  I hope that you

will see the light of Christ in the nativity story that we tell in so many ways this month, from Lessons and Carols to the

Christmas Pageant to the wonder and adoration of Midnight Mass.

God is at our heart, and so we are promised that we are in the heart of God.  I pray that this church may be to you a source of

hope, and thus comfort, and so also strength.

                                                                                                                                                                       Yours in Christ,

From Our Rector

T H E  R E V .  D R .  A N N E  M .  T U R N E R
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▼ Caesarea Phillipi (Banias):  Site of Peter’s declaration
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”  And they
said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  He said to them, “But who do you
say that I am?”  Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son
of the living God.”  And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon
son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my
Father in heaven.  And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.”
(Matthew 16:13-18) 

▲ Capernaum:  Home of Peter and home base for Jesus after
his unfriendly reception in Nazareth 
When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported
that he was at home.  So many gathered around that there was no
longer room for them, not even in front of the door, and he was
speaking the word to them. Then some people came, bringing to
him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them.  And when they
could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed
the roof above him, and after having dug through it, they let down
the mat on which the paralytic lay.  When Jesus saw their faith, he
said to the paralytic, “Child, your sins are forgiven … I say to you,
stand up, take your mat, and go to your home.” (Mark 2:1-5, 11)

Right after the Grace Church Trunk or Treat on October 30, I took an overnight flight to Israel where I spent ten days.

It was my first trip to the Holy Land, and I found myself transported to a world that was exotic and yet very familiar to

a follower of Christ. The Holy Scriptures leaped to life in front of my eyes, and the experiences left a newfound

impression on my heart. Here I share some of these amazing moments with you.

T H E  R E V .  N I N A  B A C A S ,T H E  R E V .  N I N A  B A C A S ,

A S S O C I A T E  R E C T O R  &  G R A C E  S C H O O L  C H A P L A I NA S S O C I A T E  R E C T O R  &  G R A C E  S C H O O L  C H A P L A I N

From Mother NinaFrom Mother Nina
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► En-Gedi: Oasis near the Dead Sea and ancient hiding place for David from King Saul 
David then went up from there and lived in the strongholds of En-gedi. When Saul returned
from following the Philistines, he was told, “David is in the wilderness of En-gedi.”  Then Saul
took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel and went to look for David and his men in
the direction of the Rocks of the Wild Goats.  He came to the sheepfolds beside the road,
where there was a cave, and Saul went in to relieve himself. Now David and his men were
sitting in the innermost parts of the cave. The men of David said to him, “Here is the day of
which the LORD said to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as
it seems good to you.’” Then David went and stealthily cut off a corner of Saul’s cloak. 
(1 Samuel 23:29; 24:1-4)
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► Road from Jerusalem to Jericho:  
A two-day walk with many hazards along the way. 

Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the
hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and took off, leaving him half dead.
Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed
by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side.  But a Samaritan while traveling came upon him, and
when he saw him he was moved with compassion.  He went to him and bandaged
his wounds, treating them with oil and wine. Then he put him on his own animal,
brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  The next day he took out two denarii,
gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him, and when I come back I will
repay you whatever more you spend.’  Which of these three, do you think, was a
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?”  He said, “The one who
showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” (Luke 10:30-37)

▲  Jordan River:  Natural border between Israel and Jordan, and
the traditional site of the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by
him.  John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized
by you, and do you come to me?”  But Jesus answered him, “Let it be
so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.”
Then he consented.  And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he
came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him
and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him.
And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with
whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:13-17)

▼ Ancient Katzrin Park:  Restored 1st century village north
of Galilee that reminds us of the Parable of the Lost Coin
“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of
them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search
carefully until she finds it? And when she has found it, she calls
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for
I have found the coin that I had lost.’  Just so, I tell you, there is
joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.” (Luke 15:8-10)

◄ View from Mount Carmel where the prophet Elijah challenges King
Ahab:  Jezreel Valley with Nazareth and Mount Tabor in the distance
So Ahab sent to all the Israelites and assembled the prophets at Mount
Carmel. Elijah then came near to all the people and said, “How long will
you go limping with two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him,
but if Baal, then follow him.” The people did not answer him a word.  Then
Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the LORD, but
Baal’s prophets number four hundred fifty. Let two bulls be given to us; let
them choose one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the
wood but put no fire to it; I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood
but put no fire to it. Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on
the name of the LORD; the god who answers by fire is indeed God.” 
(1 Kings 18:20-24a)

Continues on Page 6
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◄ Mount of Beatitudes:  On the northwest side of the Sea of
Galilee
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he
sat down, his disciples came to him. And he began to speak and
taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Blessed are
those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people revile you
and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on
my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before
you. (Matthew 5:1-12)

► Mustard Seeds:  From the grounds of ancient Bethsaida
“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and
sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is
the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come
and make nests in its branches.” (Matthew 13:31b-32)

◄ Precipice in Nazareth:  Jesus was rejected
And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 
 But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah,
when the heaven was shut up three years and six months and there was
a severe famine over all the land,  yet Elijah was sent to none of them
except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.  There were also many with a
skin disease in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them
was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”  When they heard this, all in
the synagogue were filled with rage.  They got up, drove him out of the
town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built,
so that they might hurl him off the cliff.  But he passed through the
midst of them and went on his way. (Luke 4:24-30)
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► Plowshare:  The iron tip of a plow but also a term for tools that
benefit humanity
He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many
peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears
into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us
walk in the light of the LORD! (Isaiah 2:4-5)

◄ Synagogue Seat:  For rabbis in synagogues such as Jesus
 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to
say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  All
spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came
from his mouth. They said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?”  He said to them,
“Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’
And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we
have heard you did at Capernaum.’” And he said, “Truly I tell you, no
prophet is accepted in his hometown. (Luke 4:20-24)

► Headwaters at Tel Dan:  Oasis and northern source of the Jordan River
As a deer longs for flowing streams,
    so my soul longs for you, O God.
 My soul thirsts for God,
    for the living God…
Deep calls to deep
    at the thunder of your torrents;
all your waves and your billows
    have gone over me.
By day the LORD commands his steadfast love,
    and at night his song is with me,
    a prayer to the God of my life.  (Psalm 42:1-2a, 7-8)



At Christmas, the grace of God is revealed to us in a tiny baby.

This is how heaven celebrated that the tender love of God took

flesh: a huge angelic choir appeared to a group of shepherds

to sing the praises of God. “Glory to God in the highest

heavens,” they proclaimed, “and on earth peace to people of

good will.” (Luke 2:14)  What a glorious sight those shepherds

must have witnessed. I love that the angels appeared to them

as the shepherds were tending their flocks of sheep on the

dark hills encircling the little town of Bethlehem. 

This passage reminds me that we can find God in all things

and in all places. We can even find God amidst the busyness of

our day-to-day lives. I am also reminded that there is peace on

earth when we spread goodwill. Here is how we are finding

God at Grace, and how together we work to spread goodwill to

all people.

In Adult Formation, we are asking God for the grace to see and

feel his presence more clearly. Under the leadership of Anne

Boris, adult forums continued in November with steady

attendance. Among those, multi-presenter forums have been

popular and well received. The forum on November 6 on “How

I Came to Grace,” moderated by Sarah Schultz, had the best

attendance of the year and involved great interaction.

Speaking of great interaction, Mother Amanda Bourne

wrapped up her second class, a book study on Zoom on the

best seller, The House in the Cerulean Sea, by TJ Klune. The

class was smaller in size, but participants (I was among them)

loved the book and really appreciated Mother Amanda’s

wisdom and passion for finding God in sacred and secular

texts.

Our Evangelism team has been busy. In collaboration with Dan

Pattarini, Erin Kelly, and Mother Nina, we had a very successful

Trunk-or-Treat Fiesta-Val in late October with about 200

participants. It was a fun way to celebrate our children and

youth, and to show our neighborhood all our gifts for creativity

and hospitality, as well as our ability to share joy and have fun

together. It was also a great warm-up for our participation in

Art on the Avenue on November 12. We helped children and

parents have a good time at the Kids Corner site, through

origami and paint art. Mother Anne and our seminarian,

Durango Jenkins, showcased their face-painting skills, and we

enjoyed telling people about our community of faith.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Khacki Berry at Art on the Avenue

In Outreach, we are celebrating the peace, love, and goodwill

that our team members and volunteers have been spreading

lately. With the help of Jen Pease and Mary Hix, our Food

Pantry was awarded a $50,000 grant from ACT for Alexandria.

I am inspired by Jen and Mary’s witness and leadership, and I

am grateful for ACT’s support of our wonderful Food Pantry.

This grant will allow us to continue to serve those in our

community who are experiencing food and financial

insecurity. This ministry serves residents in the Chirilagua

neighborhood, and it complements other efforts like our

Thanksgiving Basket drive and Christmas Giving.

As part of our advocacy and community engagement efforts

within Outreach, I participated in caucus meetings hosted by

V.O.I.C.E (Virginians Organized for Interfaith Community

Engagement) on affordable housing. We met with Helen

McIlvane, the City’s Housing Director, and talked about the

City of Alexandria's affordable housing strategy. Mrs.

McIlvane invited us to be actively engaged in the revision of

the City’s Master Housing Plan in 2023-25. More on this soon.

I pray that as we pray for peace and spread goodwill to all,

we will continue to see and feel their presence in our

community more clearly. May we allow ourselves to be found

by God during these seasons of Advent, Christmas, and

Epiphany. 

T H E  R E V .  S A N T I  R O D R I G U E Z ,T H E  R E V .  S A N T I  R O D R I G U E Z ,
A S S O C I A T E  R E C T O RA S S O C I A T E  R E C T O R   

On the Mind ofOn the Mind of  
Father SantiFather Santi
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As the New Year emerges, it is time to begin the admissions

season once again.  Our best student referrals come from

within the Grace School and Grace Church community, so be

sure to tell your family and friends to check for our upcoming

community and admissions events as listed on our website. 

Thank you for your support! 

As we celebrate the Advent season and are filled with the light

of Christ, the School is grateful for our many blessings. We are

grateful for our partnership with the church, we are grateful for

the many families who entrust their children to us, we are

grateful for our dedicated teachers and staff, and we are

grateful that our school year has allowed most of our

cherished traditions to return after the challenging Covid

years.

Our Grace students have enjoyed a successful fall with great

leaps in learning and activities, including field trips and

assemblies. Student work and projects decorate our hallways,

and our fifth graders are serving as ambassadors for visiting

families considering Grace. Our students love all service

projects and rallied to build Tom the Turkey with boxes of

cereal to be donated to the Grace Food Pantry and created a

mitten tree to gather supplies for those in need. 

        

P A T T I  C U L B R E T H ,P A T T I  C U L B R E T H ,

H E A D  O F  S C H O O LH E A D  O F  S C H O O L
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When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  (Matthew 2:10)

Visit us online @
www.graceschoolalex.org

http://graceschoolalex.org/
http://graceschoolalex.org/


                    Life This FallLife This Fall
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Advent is a time treasured by many church musicians for its richness in music across organ voluntaries, anthems, and

hymnody. One of my favorite aspects of Advent is how well it aligns with the natural world sinking into deeper darkness every

day (at least until the solstice on December 21). I was once employed at a Catholic church with marvelous windows

surrounding the sanctuary, and it was powerful to watch the world be noticeably darker every Saturday in Advent at the end of

the vigil Mass. The many beloved songs of Advent enrich this journey into the darkness as we prepare for light to return to the

world. I surveyed some of our choir members about their favorite Advent tunes, and here’s what they had to say: 

Although I love many of the other eight plus anthems written using the traditional text "Ave Maria" (Hail Mary), Edward Elgar's

"Ave Maria" stands apart to me for several reasons. The lilting melody rises and falls in such a way as to emulate voices being

uplifted in veneration and love. In keeping with Mary's humility, it sounds more like a sweet whisper than a grand proclamation.

Elgar's version is not heard as often as the more popular Schubert or other versions, making it all the dearer to me in its rarity. I

think of it as a sort of "underdog"--much like Mary herself as she seeks to accept God's will. -Wendy Murphy

People, Look East: This hymn is infrequently played on the Christmas channels. That’s a plus right there. The jaunty tune sends

sparks and hope flying as it speaks of abilities, anticipation, and above all, welcome. At Christmas, we make ready to practice

hospitality with the giving of gifts to friends and neighbors. And what gifts do we like the best? The homemade ones, the

imperfect, the ones made as you are able. It’s like that with Christ, too. We welcome him into our hearts as we are able, and love

grows there so that we can "..set every peak and valley humming...[for] Love, the Lord is on the way!" -Jennifer Eckel

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus: I am renewed by the singing of these hymns. They always speak to me. This year the words

freedom, deliver, and fears really jump out at me. As the hymn tells the story of Christ’s coming--Day-spring, Rod of Jesse,

desire of nations, and other words--I am again reminded that Christ faced both fears and freedom. Now He brings us gladness

as we ready and prepare to hear once again the Christmas story. And if we follow the advice in the hymn, “rule in all our hearts

forever,” we will never face our fears and sadness alone. -Jennifer Eckel

The Music Ministry wishes you a blessed observance of Advent and your most joyous Christmas celebration yet! 

S A M  S C H E F F ,S A M  S C H E F F ,

D I R E C T O R  O F  M U S I CD I R E C T O R  O F  M U S I C

L o ,  H e  C o m e s  w i t h  C l o u d s  D e s c e n d i n g

https://www.instagram.com/graceepisalexva/
http://www.facebook.com/GraceEpiscopalChurchAlexandriaVa
https://www.facebook.com/groups/8392293970/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC604VKRU0t89xoDR93QUTsg/featured
https://twitter.com/graceepisalexva
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Video recordings of the 228th Diocesan Convention proceedings are available 

in English and Spanish here: https://www.youtube.com/@TheDiocese/streams

More than 377 lay and clerical delegates from across the Diocese gathered at the Crystal Gateway Marriott in Arlington,

November 17-19, for the 228th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Virginia. The theme was “Do Not Be Afraid,” and the

entire convention was live streamed and can be viewed here on the Diocesan YouTube page. Representatives from Grace

were Mother Amanda Bourne (Priest Associate), Doug Prince (lay delegate), Father Santiago Rodriguez, Liz Rugaber (lay

delegate), and Mother Anne Turner. Mother Nina Bacas would have happily joined, but she was recovering from Covid!

 

The Convention Delegates’ Responsibilities

Delegation responsibilities include electing leaders to governing bodies, passing a budget for the upcoming year, and

voting on any resolutions that come before the Convention. (All resolutions are submitted well in advance of the actual

convention; very little can happen from the floor.) The resolutions this year were either courtesy in nature (such as a

resolution honoring Dick Moomaw, the longtime leader of Shrine Mont who passed away in 2022), or “supportive” of a

particular policy or concept with no funding or enforcement mechanism (such as R-2, encouraging Congress to pass a

mechanism that will fund paid family leave). A list of all submitted resolutions can be found here.

Father Santi Elected to Standing Committee

Of note, Father Santiago Rodriguez was elected to the Standing Committee, the primary advisory council for the Bishop that

has responsibility for many matters, including church property dispositions and interviewing candidates for ordination.  

Keynote Address Highlights Diocese of Maryland’s Efforts to Dismantle Racism 

Bishop Eugene Sutton of the Diocese of Maryland was the keynote speaker, perhaps chosen to encourage our Diocese in

light of resolution R-10a passed at last year’s Virginia Diocesan Convention, in which the delegates committed to establish

an endowment over the next five years of $10 million to be set aside as an initial investment to begin reparations.

H i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e  2 2 8 t h  A n n u a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  V i r g i n i a
b y  L i z  R u g a b e r

Continues on Page 14

https://www.youtube.com/@TheDiocese/streamshttps:/www.youtube.com/@TheDiocese/streams
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y5Zn6TpRnJo
https://www.youtube.com/@TheDiocese/streamshttps:/www.youtube.com/@TheDiocese/streams
https://www.thediocese.net/who-we-are/governance/annual-council/222nd-annual-convention-2017-/resolutions/
https://www.thediocese.net/who-we-are/governance/standing-committee/
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Bishop Sutton shared some of the journey that followed the Diocese of Maryland's 2020 commitment to creating a

$1,000,000 seed fund for reparations, to infuse money into programs that are building up Black communities and helping to

repair the breach caused by systemic racism in Maryland and the United States. As Bishop Sutton explained, the move to

create this fund was preceded by a long period of diocesan and parish level education about the Diocese of Maryland’s

history with enslaved persons and its legacy. He also discussed what reparations are, and what they are not. They are

grounded in the Bible--e.g., Isaiah 58:9b-10 (see below). Reparations are an offer of atonement to right a wrong. They are

not “throwing money” at the poor. (Would you ever say we are throwing money at fancy schools that receive a lot of

money? No, we tend to only use that phrase when we are talking about the poor.) Reparations are not a transfer of money

from white people to Black people. They are about what this generation does to remedy and heal the mess we have all

inherited. It does not matter if you did not personally participate in the enslavement of Black or indigenous people. It is

about our biblical responsibility and our moral duty to create and spread the Kingdom of God. 

“If you do away with the yoke of oppression,

    with the pointing finger and malicious talk,

and if you spend yourselves on behalf of the hungry

    and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,

then your light will rise in the darkness,

    and your night will become like the noonday.”

Bishop Sutton’s remarks are available at 2:21:06 in this livestream video of the Convention’s Friday session. 

Bishop Goff’s Last Convention Before Retirement

This was the last Convention with Bishop Susan Goff presiding, as she will retire at the end of the calendar year. There was

a video message from Bishop Michael Curry commending her forty-two years as a priest in the Diocese, along with a

resolution passed in support of her many years of service. Her final address reflected on her past four years as Ecclesiastical

Authority for the Diocese, years that saw not only the pandemic but her own battle with cancer. She stated that over this

period she was “physically and powerfully sustained by prayer, moments when [she] felt literally held in the arms of God’s

love.” The full text of Bishop Goff's pastoral address will soon be available at www.thediocese.net.

A $5.6M Budget Was Passed

The Convention passed a budget balanced at $5,661,700, and it is the first budget that retires a debt taken in 2013.

Featured in the 2023 budget are increased parish pledges of approximately $240,000, reflecting support of the 2021 R1a

Covenantal Giving Plan. The 2021 Covenantal Giving Plan requires every parish in the Diocese to contribute eight percent

of its budget to the Diocese or seek a waiver modification. The Budget Committee reported that a majority are meeting or

exceeding those R1a obligations, with forty percent of all parishes meeting them and twenty percent exceeding them.

Program highlights are a twenty-five percent increase in funding of prison ministry through GraceInside, consulting, and

other resources for congregations in transition and congregational development, and the full funding of campus ministries.

Staffing measures fund three full-time bishops, a Canon for Christian Formation, and a Director of Shrine Mont Camps.

Other Highlights: A New Church, Reparations, and Shrine Mont

It was a moment of great joy and celebration to welcome a delegation from Church of Our Saviour, Montpelier, into the

ballroom to be recognized as they were officially approved to move from mission to full parish status. Church of Our Saviour

began as a mission of the Diocese 140 years ago. The church was established in 1882, largely through the support of the

Episcopal Church in China.

In his update on the work of the Task Force on Reparations, The Rev. Dr. J. Lee Hill, Jr., said, "Foundational for our work, as

we continue to discern it, is developing a healthy and formative spiritual way of being. We have come to understand that

reparation is about repair--the transformation of heart and mind, and the employ of financial resources to right the historic

and systemic wrongs that brought about the unequal footing that people of color stand upon. We are clear that our work

requires the continuing presence of the Holy Spirit--which means that we cannot rush through a one-off process but must

engage in an intentional time of prayer, discernment, reflection, learning, and sharing, before acting."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y5Zn6TpRnJohttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dy5Zn6TpRnJo
http://www.thediocese.net/
https://graceinside.org/
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The Ad Hoc Committee on Shrine Mont Camps reported on its work of the past year. Committee Chair Rev. Andrew Moore

shared the results of a broad, comprehensive survey of camp families. The top five words families used to describe Shrine

Mont Camps were loving, inclusive, welcoming, fun, and spiritual. The Committee’s key recommendations for next steps

include 1) establishing a Diocesan Camps Committee to offer guidance and support to the leadership of the Camps; 2)

expanded promotion of Shrine Mont Camps to more communities; 3) creation of a Shrine Mont Camps Alumni Network; and

4) making it a top priority to promote the full inclusion of all members of the Body of Christ, especially non-white and

LGBTQ+ persons. 

For continuing post-Convention coverage, check out the diocesan Facebook page and visit www.thediocese.net. 

http://www.thediocese.net/


It’s 5:00 am and the alarm goes off on my phone.  That’s the alarm for the person I want to be.  The actual one I get up for goes off at 5:30.  I
start my day with a prayer and a short devotional reading of the scriptures before getting ready to head out. I’m driving in Northern Virginia
traffic; I need to be prayed up.  I am out the door at 6:30 and on my way to Grace.  I find my faith already being tested about five minutes into
my commute, but it’s all the people signaling to me that I am number one that gets me through. ;)

I arrive about 7:30 and start my workday, dropping items off at my office and walking the building.  Juan (the Maintenance Engineer for the
school) has already beaten me to the Nave and unlocked the inner doors.  I make sure the proper lights are on for Morning Prayer and check
various items along the way.  It’s a bit chilly in the Nave. I get back to my office to start on my to-do list.  It is final bulletin time. I make all edits
and print the final copies of the five bulletins we produce for clergy and Sam to review.  While the bulletins are being reviewed, I get the latest
supply order from Juan:  hand towels and toilet paper, the life blood of all maintenance supply rooms. 

After calling in the supply order, it’s time to connect via text with our Junior Warden about a few maintenance items, including that chilly
nave. But first, I greet our office volunteer coming in the door, one of many in the group that does so much to support the administration of
Grace. I bring the volunteer up to speed and review what’s on the schedule for the day. 

My phone dings; the Junior Warden responded (quickly, per usual). I connect with another parishioner as we set up the plan to get the boilers
going for the season. I am reminded, again, of how many people it takes for Grace to carry out its mission and I am grateful. I am also
reminded that we still need that third proposal for snow removal. I schedule a call with a vendor for 4:00 pm, in the middle of my commute
home; thank God for handsfree calling.

It is time for lunch and a walk, but the copier dings:  more paper needed to complete printing items for a churchwide mailing about our
upcoming Advent events.  I fill the paper tray and it’s off to Subway. The amazing office volunteers will handle stuffing, sealing, and metering
the mailing. As soon as I get back, the mailing is in the hands of the volunteer and it is bulletinpalooza time (what I call bulletin printing day). 

While the volunteer pulls the bulletins off, I prep clergy binders, upload the livestream bulletin to the website, and send the link to the folks
that need to know the bulletin is ready.  I return a couple of calls to parishioners about various items (giving-statement corrections,
communication ideas, and calendar questions are the topics today).  I pull a report for Stewardship, prep the second mailing of the day, and
reply to a fraction of the many emails that came in since lunch.  

It's 3:15 and I sit down to review my to-do list and move the unfinished items to tomorrow.  I head out at 3:30. While in the middle of one of my
best in-car performances of Guns and Roses Sweet Child O’ Mine (if I do say so myself), I receive the vendor call.  I am done in five minutes.
The rest of the time I do what I do every day on my way home.  I think about the man who taught me the very important and often rare quality
of being a dependable, hard worker--my dad.  He’s been gone three years now.  I miss him every day.  I remember how underappreciated he
was at his job.  It reminds me to make sure that people realize how valuable they are and how much their contributions mean.

I make it home and am greeted at the door by a four-pound cat named Mocha who jumps up on my shoulder for the required five-minute
snuggle, while her sister Boba looks on with disapproval of showing so much affection to the bearded dad.  I catch up with my mother; I am
so blessed she chooses to live with my husband and me (and not just because she likes to make dinner, but that is definitely on the list).

Luke gets home and our nightly routine begins:  dinner, Wheel of Fortune, 
and then feeling super smart when we get a question right on Jeopardy. If 
I am good, I go out for a second walk of the day. While walking, I tackle a 
couple of Grace emails on my phone. I get back and start my sermon prep 
for Sunday at my church.  I upload last Sunday’s sermon (in case the 
parishioners at my church are having trouble sleeping and need 
something to help them fall asleep) and do some church admin stuff.  

It’s 11:00: bedtime. 
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A series inviting Grace parishioners into an average workday of Grace Church staff



                         Notice a building or grounds issue  on our church campus that needs attention? Please 
                         email director.of.operations@gracealex.org so we can look into it.

The major work from this summer is behind us. We are living

into our renewed spaces and growing our church and school

families into them. I appreciate the understanding of the parish

during the construction process, and I think we are seeing the

benefits of having done the work. Our new parking lot as we

approach winter will provide easier, secure access to the

building.

The Reserve Study initial report was provided to the church in

October, and we are currently studying it and reviewing it with

the School. We will provide comments back to the firm and

they will provide us with the final report in the new year. 

The vestry and parish have a responsibility to use this study to

anticipate and plan for maintenance, repairs, and possible

replacements around the church facility. We need to put money

aside each year to maintain the building and grounds. With the

Reserve Study as our guide, we can plan and become proactive

as opposed to constantly being reactive.

Elevator repair review is still in process. As summer ended, we

turned our attention from yard work to preparing for winter and

the possibility of snow. We have proposals from two of three

potential providers for snow removal, so that decision is

imminent. As always, we’ve made some minor repairs and have

had regularly scheduled inspections during the month.

To Love, Proclaim, 
and Serve God

 through 

† life-giving liturgical worship 

† joyful community 

† empowering others 

Estamos llamados a amar, 
proclamar, y servir a Dios 

a través de

† adoración que da vida 

† comunidad llena de alegría

† ofreciendo una mano al prójimo

A L I S O N  C A M P B E L L ,A L I S O N  C A M P B E L L ,

J U N I O R  W A R D E NJ U N I O R  W A R D E N
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Our 
Mission 

Statement

Declaración 
de Misión

mailto:director.of.operations@gracealex.org


Like & Subscribe: How to Deepen Your Connection to the National Episcopal Church

Are you looking for ways to establish or deepen your connection with our national Episcopal church? Here are
three favorite resources to help you stay informed, present, and heard in matters important to our national church
polity, along with links to sign up for their e-newsletters:

Episcopal News Service (ENS) offers in-depth reporting of local, regional, national, and international news for
Episcopalians and others interested in the church’s mission and ministry. It is the official news source of the
Episcopal Church.  https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/email-signup/

Episcopal Church Office of Racial Reconciliation This office has been publishing a monthly newsletter with
Becoming Beloved Community stories since October 2021. Subscribe here: 
 https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/racial-reconciliation/racial-reconciliation-subscribe/. Copies of archived
issues can be accessed here:  https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/racial-reconciliation/enews-archive/

Episcopal Public Policy Network This is a grassroots network of Episcopalians across the country dedicated to
carrying out the Baptismal Covenant call to “strive for justice and peace” through the active ministry of public 
policy advocacy. Facilitated by the Office of Government Relations, this network helps influence the development
of legislation and policy of the U.S. federal government on critical issues. You can sign up to join weekly calls
Thursdays, 1-1:30 p.m. Eastern, as well as subscribe to policy alerts and access advocacy resources at
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/eppn-sign-up/

 

Eighteen-Member Episcopal Delegation Participates in COP27 Environmental Summit
 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry appointed eighteen delegates to represent him and the church at the global
COP27 summit. While most participated online, six delegates were in Egypt engaging in face-to-face
conversations on the sidelines of the summit. California Bishop Marc Andrus led the Episcopal delegation
alongside Lynnaia Main, the Episcopal Church’s representative to the United Nations, with additional support from
the church’s Offices of Creation Care and Government Relations. The entire delegation gathered online at the end
of each day for a group update. Bishop Andrus told Episcopal News Service that the delegates demonstrated a
real “sophistication and dedication” in their promotion of policies backed by Episcopal Church General Convention
resolutions.

The 80th General Convention in July passed a resolution reaffirming the church’s support for delegates to
participate in the climate conference. As reported in many news outlets, the focus of COP27 is "loss and damage,"
which is a discussion about how countries that have contributed the most to climate change may compensate
other nations that are bearing the brunt of climate change's effects. The last General Convention did not produce a
resolution on financial remedies for loss and damage, but the Episcopal Church has offered unequivocal support
for those suffering from climate change's impact and also is fighting for environmental justice. You can get more
information and watch a kickoff of the Zoom meeting of the COP27 delegates here.

by Liz Rugaberby Liz Rugaber  

National ChurchNational Church
News SpotlightNews Spotlight  
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https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/email-signup/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/racial-reconciliation/racial-reconciliation-subscribe/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/racial-reconciliation/enews-archive/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/eppn-sign-up/
https://www.vbinder.net/resolutions/88?house=HD&lang=en
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/creation-care/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2022/11/10/presiding-bishops-delegation-resumes-in-person-engagement-on-climate-issues-at-cop27-in-egypt/#:~:text=The%20Episcopal%20delegation%20at%20COP27,the%20effects%20of%20climate%20change


En el nombre del cielo,os pido posada…

Las Posadas son una celebración para el adviento y la

navidad. Son una celebración que además de prepararnos

para el nacimiento espiritual de Jésus nos permite compartir

y convivir fraternalmente nuestra fe y amor con nuestra

comunidad. En español la palabra posada significa “hostal”

o “refugio” y su celebración recrea la búsqueda de María y

José de un lugar para refugiarse en Belén. Las nueve

noches de Posadas nos invitan a imaginar los nueve días del

arduo viaje de José y María desde Nazaret a Belén. La

Novena de Posadas representa también los nueve meses

que Jesús permaneció en el vientre de la Virgen María.

Aquí no es mesón, sigan adelante Yo no debo abrir, no sea

algún tunante.

Pedir posada representa el peregrinaje de María y José que

buscan el portal del corazón humano para dar nacimiento

al “Niño Dios”. A través de la solicitud de José y María, Dios

busca hospedarse en nuestros corazones. La negación en

el villancico de entrada nos recuerda la dureza de nuestros

corazones para aceptar la presencia de Jesús en nuestras

vidas. Esa dureza se manifiesta de muchas formas. Con

frecuencia, hay partes de nuestras vidas que no queremos

rendir a Dios. Hay relaciones que no sabemos cómo

entregárselas a Dios. Hay problemas y quebrantos que no

deseamos traerles al Señor.

¿Eres tú, José? ¿Tu esposa es María? Entren, peregrinos, no

los conocía.

Las Posadas nos recuerdan que Cristo también está

presente en quienes nos rodean, especialmente en los más

necesitados de nuestra comunidad. Nuestro deseo de

comodidad y nuestra estrechez de corazón nos impiden

responder al Cristo de las calles. Personalmente, reconozco

que no siempre he respondido adecuadamente al llamado

de Cristo que ve el sufrimientos de los más necesitados en

nuestros vecindarios.

Las Posadas, entonces, son una celebración para

recordarnos más intencionalmente la oportunidad que

tenemos cada día para encontrarnos y recibir al Niño Dios

en nuestros corazones. Él nos llama desde los altares de la

Iglesia, desde nuestras casas donde celebramos las

Posadas, y desde la calles de nuestras ciudades donde hay

tantos necesitados. Que el Adviento y la Navidad sean para

nosotros un tiempo de dar posada, de compartir alegría y

de esforzarnos por encontrar a Jesús en los demás,

especialmente en los más necesitados de nuestra sociedad.

Entren, Santos Peregrinos, reciban este rincón, que aunque

es pobre la morada, os la doy de corazón.

T H E  R E V .  S A N T I  R O D R I G U E Z ,T H E  R E V .  S A N T I  R O D R I G U E Z ,
A S S O C I A T E  R E C T O RA S S O C I A T E  R E C T O R   
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Father Santi considers how Las Posadas helps 
us prepare for the spiritual birth of Jesus.

Graphic created by Father Santi in Canva
 

Las Posadas:Las Posadas:   
El Adviento del Niño DiosEl Adviento del Niño Dios



Light in Action, Action and Light, Now and Always

Still figuring out what the Senior Warden does nearing the end of my term as Senior Warden. Still taking comfort in Mother

Anne’s mantra, “There’s more than one way to be a Senior Warden.” Settling on the idea of always reflecting on our gifts, our

calling, and our future.

This month’s Grace Notes theme of “Light in the Darkness” is well chosen in my mind. With so much swirling in the world around

us that seems dark or bleak, our Grace church community feels to me like a beacon of light. Yes, that’s cliché but clichés come

from some place, right? It’s not like they just grow on trees.

As we come to the end of 2022, I think it’s important to look back--but not dwell too long--on where we started. It’s also important

to recognize and celebrate the light and energy and positivity that we see around us. And it is by and through Grace that we find

ourselves in this good place as we come to the close of the year. 

So, what does that mean? We are seeing sparks of action and activity. We are seeing some new folks come to Grace who look

like they’ll be sticking around. We are seeing new ideas and refinements of old, tried-and-true programs, and we are seeing

Grace as a growing light and hope in our community. We are now called, while in this new light, to harness our energy and spirit,

and to transform these into action.

Action will come in the form of a greater commitment to being the best version of Grace we can be in the here and now. Action

that moves us to do what I often describe as an aspiration--throw our arms open wide, step into the world around us, embrace

our brothers and sisters in Christ along with God’s miraculous creation, and pour out love into the world.  This is the only kind of

flood we all long for and need: a flood of care for one another, a flood of prayer, a flood of sacrifice for the good of our neighbors,

a flood of healing and forgiveness and truth and justice. 

Our sacred task, as I see it, is to nurture and sustain the conditions that allow us to live our Christian values, to proclaim and

serve and empower as our mission. We do this when we secure the financial future of our parish and its physical needs. BUT we

do it even more when we answer the call to love our neighbors and to bring light into the world. 

“Hide it under a bushel, no… I’m going to let it shine.” 

As we move into 2023 with light, I hope we can all find time to pray for wisdom and understanding of how we turn that light into

action. For none of us turns on a light in the dark mornings of fall and winter only to stand there motionless. None of us sits idly

by when each day brings forth the light of our sun. 

Action must always follow. Always. Perhaps first actions of praise and thanksgiving. Most certainly and most truly followed by

actions of love, sacrifice, care, healing, comfort, fellowship, and grace. 

Grace Church.  Light in Action.  Light and Action.  

Now and Always.

 

                                   Yours in Christ,

                 Dan

D A N  P A T T A R I N I ,D A N  P A T T A R I N I ,
S E N I O R  W A R D E NS E N I O R  W A R D E N   Vestry ViewVestry View
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In action at the Trunk or Treat Fall Fiesta-val are The Senior
Warden (far left) trying to avoid being strangled by the
“Verger” and two other members of Grill Team 6, “Smart Guy”
and the “Dublin Pumpkin.” Not Pictured “Captain Chili Dog.” 
 Grill Team 6 is an elite unit of middle-aged grill masters. If you
have a grilling problem, and if you can find them…



Then, suddenly, the tone changes.

 The people who walk in darkness will see a great light.
For those who live in a land of deep darkness, 

a light will shine.
You will enlarge the nation of Israel, 

and the people will rejoice.
They will rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest,

   And like warriors dividing the plunder.
For you will break the yoke of their slavery,

   And lift the heavy burden from their shoulders. 
(9:2-4a)

 

For a child is born to us, a son is given to us.
The government will rest on his shoulders, 

and he will be called:
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

 

His government and its peace will never end.
He will rule with fairness and justice 

   From the throne of his ancestor David, for all eternity.
The passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s 

Armies will make this happen. (9:6-7)

If this isn’t THE perfect example of “Light in the Darkness,” I

don’t know what is! God wasn’t just sending Isaiah a

message; He was sending him THE message. Was God

sending me a message too? Was this reading, at this point in

time, purely coincidental? I think not, and I give thanks to

God for his helping me to write this piece for the December

2022 issue of Grace Notes.

I wish you all a blessed, loving, and safe Christmas season.

When I first heard that the theme of this month’s Grace Notes

was “Light in the Darkness,” I thought of the upcoming

Christmas season, and two different scenes immediately

scrolled through my mind. First was a picture of a stable

surrounded by darkness; but light came from a manger in the

center, surrounded by the Holy Family, animals, and

shepherds. Second was a picture of the Three Kings (or Wise

Men, if you prefer), alone on a dark night, following a bright

star. I think these two iconic scenes symbolize Christmas to

many of us, not just to me.

One theme that runs through the Bible is that of light--and

what it means in relation to God, and in relation to our faith.

Light can symbolize hope, goodness, wisdom and/or

knowledge. Throughout the teachings of Christianity, we

hear Bible verses about light. In the Old Testament, God

creates the light for the very first time, and we often hear

God’s presence or God’s word described as light in the

darkness. In the New Testament, Jesus Christ is called “the

light of the world.” It is written that He is the source of light,

and this is exactly the hope that we need in our faith and in

our lives.

When we experience darkness--and we all do from time to

time--it’s very important to have hope, to see the light

beyond the dark. It helps us to remember that there is

goodness in the world, even if times are tough. Light can also

mean wisdom. It helps us to use what we’ve learned in the

Bible and from our Church to carry us through dark times so

that we can find true clarity and meaning.

I’m about halfway through my personal project to read the

whole Bible. Yesterday, as I sat down for my morning

reading, I found myself starting at chapter 8 of the Book of

Isaiah. Judah and Israel are split apart and Judah has been

periodically attacked by various neighboring kingdoms.

Isaiah describes it as “a time of darkness and despair” (9:1).

 

J U N E  H U B E RJ U N E  H U B E R

Grace-ful WorshipGrace-ful Worship
"A Light Will Shine..."
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   Buguruni Anglican Health Centre         Health director with staff and a

                                                                             University of Washington student

After three years full-time in Tanzania, we annually returned to

Tanzania for several weeklong visits to assess progress, plan, and

prioritize together with our Tanzanian colleagues. Priscilla visited for a

number of years but no longer does, and Henry visited at least two

times a year until 2020’s pandemic. This July, he was able to return for

a two-week visit. Here he is with a widows’ saving circle:

In 2012, we founded the Health Tanzania Foundation, a 501(c)3 that

collects donations and sends them to Tanzania. Community programs

that help the poor communities help themselves have also been

ongoing since 2005. In 2016, the Health Tanzania Foundation helped

establish SEET, a Tanzanian community partnership foundation that

assists widows, orphans, and other poor to help themselves. It also

helps communities address violence against women and children,

alcohol and drugs, AIDS, and malaria.

 

 

        Malaria testing in remote                 Free community blood pressure 

                       rural village                                         and diabetes checking

In 2005, we became full-time medical missionaries in Dar es Salaam,

the largest city in Tanzania. We worked with the Anglican Church in

the poorest part of the city. Since 2005, much has been accomplished.

First was the updating of the Buguruni Anglican Centre. It was in very

poor repair with a leaking roof, a dangerous electrical system, and

minimal medications. It also had one tap in its courtyard, its only

source of water. The first change was the building of a water tower so

that all the rooms could have running water.  Then came the updating

of the laboratory and the beginning of delivering babies. (The old

health centre and its first renovation are pictured below.)

Over the years the following has occurred: two new buildings, a new

laboratory, a full pharmacy, in-patient care, expansion of obstetrical

services, and the hiring of more personnel. An operating room was

built a few years ago and C-sections now take place.  

            A successful C-section                                          A newborn

Plans are now underway to build a new hospital: St. James Hospital. It

will serve as a teaching hospital for both Family Practice residents and

nurses. Funding is, of course, an ongoing issue; but having

accomplished what we have with only prayers and donations, we

expect that it will be accomplished. 

Henry saw patients but only with the medical officers at the health

centre. He was thus able to teach and treat at the same time. Priscilla

became head of nursing, accountant, and administrator. One of the

first things she instituted was the taking of vital signs (temperature,

heart rate, respirations, and blood pressure) for all patients. This was

not done in other health centers and only on admission to hospitals.
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Spotlight: Medical Missionaries in Tanzania by Henry and Priscilla Ziegler



 

With volunteer and church support, we established a home health

care program that currently serves those with critical health problems.

Unfortunately, the numbers are limited because of a lack of money. A

church in North Carolina helped establish an AIDS orphan program for

children who have lost parents because of AIDS. These children

receive school fees, school uniforms, and food. They also receive

training in an income-producing occupation, such as tailoring or auto

repair.

Our Web site is www.healthtanzania.org. We also send out newsletters

every two months that update what is occurring and show many

photos. If you would like to receive the newsletter, please email us at

hdziegler@yahoo.com. Yes, we do ask for donations, and members of

the congregation have been very generous. 

Please pray for this mission. If you’re interested in being personally

involved, please email us, or call Henry on his cell phone at 703–887–

1574. 

Yours faithfully, Henry and Priscilla     
 

    

 Home health care                                           AIDs orphans

            patient
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An OccasionalAn Occasional  

And they were! Eight hours later when the dry rags were untied,

forty-five Shirley Temple sausage curls bobbed and bounced like

springs. When Mother slipped a bed sheet over my head and

crowned me with a tinsel halo, I was breathless with joy. I tossed

my head. I was beautiful—worthy of the heavenly host!

Unfortunately, a short time later, as we waited for the bus, a fog

rolled in, and, unbeknownst to me, it destroyed every curl. My

miracle hair hung in limp strands. But I continued to toss and

smile a heavenly smile. At the church my Sunday School teacher,

catching a wink from my mother, quickly sized up the situation.

“How lovely! A perfect angel.  Now, quickly onto the stage,” she

ordered before I could spot myself in a mirror.

The pageant began. I stood my straightest. “Glory to God in the

highest,” I sang out loudly and proudly, tossing my hair and

smiling beatifically. I could see that parents in the audience—

mine included—were dabbing their eyes. Because of me!

On the bus on the way home I nestled in Dad’s lap. I was

rumpled, sleepy, and itching from the tinsel. But I was brimful of

happiness.

Dad leaned closer. “You’re the prettiest angel I’ve ever seen,” he

whispered.

Mother nodded. “The prettiest angel in the Bronx.”

And despite my wrinkled bed sheet and straight, limp hair,

thanks to the love of God and my parents, I was.

A Bad Angel Hair Day

One long-ago Christmas, a plain, chubby five-year-old was

transformed into the prettiest angel in the Bronx.

I was that angel, and my transformation was a dire necessity

because I had been assigned to be in the heavenly host in our

Sunday School Christmas pageant. I needed a miracle. The

problem was my hair.  In that heyday of Shirley Temple and

bouncy curls, my hair was thin, colorless, and as brittle and

straight as uncooked spaghetti. Definitely not angel hair.

I said that I wanted to back out of the role, but my wise and

determined mother knew that deep in my heart I was a ham and

wanted desperately to be on stage, haloed in tinsel, singing my

heart out in praises to God and tossing my head so that

breathtakingly beautiful Shirley Temple curls would bounce and

glow in the candlelight. Mother refused to let me quit. In those

Depression days of 1937, we could not afford to give me a perm,

but Mother, undaunted as always, had a plan.

On the morning of the pageant, Mother sat me down on a kitchen

chair and proceeded to roll my hair in rags made from torn up old

washcloths. With a smelly green gel that she had bought with

money from her grocery budget, she forced my spaghetti hair to

curl up in forty-five rags that were so tightly knotted my scalp was

stretched with torture. I whimpered, but Mother assured me that

the curls would last four or five hours and would be worth the

pain.
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Sgt. Thoma, Mr. Bob Fields, Mr. Hal Boyles, Ms. Nancy Schado, who were there weeknights throughout the year for training and

at the services on Sundays to make sure things went smoothly

Having high hopes for a thurifer, crucifer, or server position for a high solemn service before the schedule came out and finding

out you were a sub-deacon’s escort (no offense to sub-deacons, who are some of my favorite people--see clergy above)

Hearing Sgt. Thoma asking someone if they polished their shoes with a Hershey bar

Ongoing competition between thurifer and boat bearer teams to smoke out the church and primarily the choir; extra points if

you heard a parishioner or especially a choir member cough

Acolytes playing basketball at 2:00 a.m. during the Maundy Thursday prayer watch before being fittingly reprimanded by the

Rector who four hours later told them how much he loved them all before the Pre-sanctified Eucharist began

Young ladies petitioning the Rector to become acolytes who, when allowed, brought talent and class to the acolyte corps

Whatever it is that draws people to Grace Church--the beauty of the building, the tradition of high Church, the eucharistically

centered way of celebrating, the sanctity with which the clergy celebrate the sacraments, the opportunities for outreach, the

people (both clergy and lay), or any combination of the above, or others—ultimately, I believe that it is the people and the love,

dedication, and devotion they show to God, their Church, and each other that keep people coming back to Grace. The history of

Grace Church is rife with stories of how individuals and groups of people committed to their ideals and views dedicated

themselves, their talents, expertise, experience, and fortunes to establish and build a church.  This commitment and the hard work

that goes with it are evident in the parish to this day.  It was and continues to be this type of commitment by so many people of all

ages that draws people to Grace Church and, I believe, the reason why they stay.

I have been privileged to be a member of Grace Church my entire life, having been baptized by Father Merrow in 1955 as an infant.  

My parents brought our family here for this second time after originally joining the parish in 1951. However, after only six months in

the area, the Army believed that my dad’s talents were better spent elsewhere, and our family moved again.  It would take eight

years this time to get back to Virginia after spending time in West Point, New York; Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; Heidelberg, Germany;

and Fort Knox, Kentucky.  This time we stayed.

If you were to ask anyone who grew up in this parish what it was like, I bet they would say it was a blast.  But in their more reflective

moments, they would also say it played a great role in their life and contributed mightily to developing them into the individuals

they are today.  I am the luckiest person I know on so many levels but, fittingly for this piece, having grown up in this parish tops the

list.  Of the many important milestones in a person’s life--spiritual and otherwise--I have been privileged to live them out under the

protection of this place, under the watchful eye of the clergy, and with the love of my family and the everchanging family of people

that made up and continue to make up Grace Church.

Bear with me as I pay homage to the many people who impacted my life, kept me coming back, and made Grace Church the place

that it is to me.  I know I have left off many people, which was not my intent, so forgive my faltering memory.  However, do look at

the names and think about them and when you read my stories or impressions, think about your stories and you will understand

why I believe it is the people that keep us all coming back to this special place.

Clergy
Baptized and confirmed by Father Merrow (really confirmed by Bishop Chilton), married to Debbie Snyder by Father Moody

(assisted by Dr. Frye and my great friend Father Andy Merrow), having my children baptized by Father Malm, and having my first

granddaughter baptized by Mother Anne Turner.  I/We have been blessed to have been led by a long line of the finest spiritual

leaders in the history of the diocese, including those who have assisted the aforementioned rectors:   Father Jenkins, Dr. Weiser,

Father Koscheski, Dr. Fuller, Dr. Stafford, Mother Rosemari Sullivan, Mother Mary Sulerud, Mother Nina Bacas, and Father Santi

Rodriguez.

Acolytes

People:  

Stories:

Why Grace?
 By John Barker
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Mrs. Philips, Mrs. Daniel, Mrs. Hastings, Mrs. Murry, Mrs. Bailey, Mrs. Bakke, Mrs. Waskowicz, and so many others who tirelessly gave
their time to make every service beautiful and special

Thinking about the paramilitary organization of the Acolyte Corps and then finding out that the Altar Guild took it to the next level
Mrs. Bailey telling me to take the gum out of my mouth before I went back out on the altar
Living in fear of Mrs. Philips and Mrs. Hastings

Margi and Kip Robinson, Leith and Chuck Mullaly, Bob Steele, who loved our group of young people and constantly demonstrated
their commitment to us

The shock and sadness of finding out from the Rector that our sponsors were getting separated and wouldn’t be continuing, but the
relief in finding out that the Rector’s daughter and her husband would be taking over
The crazy idea of a folk mass to be performed by our EYC and the EYC from an Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh (I can’t remember the
parish’s name) that turned out to be exceptional and a rousing success (and the church miraculously remained standing)
Being reported to the Rector and un-invited by Mr. Moomaw to Shrinemont for playing basketball at 2:00 a.m. (I’m sensing a pattern
here)

Andy Merrow, Jimmy Boyles, Anne Boyles, 

Jimmy Boyles talking about somehow 

Too many other stories to tell

Continued from Page XX

Altar Guild from my days as an acolyte

People:  

Stories:

EYC (Episcopal Young Churchmen—sorry, that is what it used to be called)

People:

Stories:

My childhood friends

People:

        Anne Wev, Elizabeth Wev, Diane Wev, 
        Rick Patrick, Rick Eudy, Jay Legere, 
        Peggy Stancil, Kathy Stancil, Mike Stancil, 
        Ed Taylor, John Hodges, Steve Binari, 
        Mark Binari, Becky Micklish

Stories:

        getting the key to the choir loft and playing 
        96 Tears on the organ (think about it if you 
        know the song or look it up and think about 
        how it would sound on our organ)

               

John’s Photo Challenge: In this collage, can 
you find Andy Merrow, Leith and Chuck Mullaly, 
Carol and Dick Thoma, Chrissy Crosby, 
Lance Moody, Judy and Jim Micklish, 
Sheri Moody, Eleanor Reed, Rob Yancey, 
Tina Rasco, Kirk McConchie, Kris Waskowicz,
Peggy and Ross Bailey, Alice Phillips, 
Betsy Bailey, Elaine and Bill Ervin, Bill Rasco, 
Larry Robinson, John Barker, Dave Hoppe, 
Margot Hamilton, Martel and Hal Boyles, 
Bosquet Wev, Stephanie Reed, Becky, 
Chuck and Sarah Barker, David McCaffrey, 
Jim Boyles, Christian Moody, Anne Printz.
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Eleanor Reed, Anne Prince, Sheri Moody, Christian Moody, David McCaffrey, Wyman Howard, Kent Howard, Beth Reed, Charlie Reed,
Beth Yancey, Jenny Wolff, Kris Waskowicz, Betsy Bailey, David Bailey, Patrick Ruff, Sara Bamford, Betsy Bamford, and many others--the
finest group of young people with whom I have ever had the privilege of working

Server training with Patrick Ruff falling asleep on a sedilia
The terror of getting ready for a service and noticing that you are short four acolytes (but finding Eleanor, Sheri, Beth Reed, and Beth
Yancey in Church and ready to help)
Thanking the Rector for allowing girls to be acolytes because they became the best and most dependable people to ever don a cassock
and cotta

Lou and Evelyn Wood, Helen Merrow, Charles and Dorothy Daniel, Bill and Peggy Plant, Dick and Vi Legere, Peck Davis, Cleve and Ruth
Corlett, Bosquet and Petey Wev, Hal and Martel Boyles, Peggy and Ross Bailey, Jean and Lucy Lee Reed, Otto and Jan Wolff, Joyce and
Jimmy Stancil, Judy and Jim Micklish, Stephanie and Mike Reed, Johnnye Egnot, Barbara McCaffrey, Susi Howard, John and Khacki
Berry, Frank and Linda Waskowicz, Lance Moody, Chrissy and Dave Crosby, Burt and Midge Printz, Alice Phillips, Ward and Barbara
Morris, Marvin and Diane Ely, Jack Hamilton, Shirley Tyler, Anne and Dick Caputo, Caroline and Jerry Horowitz, Bob Steele, Sally and
Lou Michael, Bill and Barbara Spahr, Gail Rittgers

Serving on the Vestry as a young man and being in awe of the adults with whom I served and understanding that whoever said “It is
better to remain silent and be thought a fool than to speak and remove all doubt” was absolutely correct

You know the women and men who carry on the tradition of the Altar Guild.  It remains the tightest run ministry of the Church and has a
plethora of unbelievably committed people who take real pride in their duties.  I am proud to be a member of this group of lovely,
wonderful people who take their ministry seriously yet still find a way to have fun doing it.

Being a relatively new member, the stories are just beginning to develop in my mind.

My parents Chuck and Becky Barker; my siblings Chuck, Mary, Sarah and Josh; my wife Debbie and our children Sam, Chip and Leah, for
their constant and unwavering love and support

My mom running around on Sunday morning getting breakfast for everyone, helping whoever needed help with getting ready (finding
pants, ironing a shirt at the last minute, etc.) and then getting herself ready while my dad sat in the car waiting for everyone to come out
The drive from Springfield to Grace; my parents driving us all to our different events: confirmation classes, acolyte training, EYC, Grace
Corps, Jr. Choir, Jr. Altar Guild, etc.
Marrying Debbie with our families and all our Grace Church family in attendance in the most beautiful service ever
Having Bosquet Wev sing “Pennies from Heaven” at our reception
Debbie becoming involved in the Church, serving on the Day School Board, joining the Altar Guild, serving as President, making
vestments and altar frontals, teaching Sunday School
The joy of being referred to as Debbie Barker’s husband

 
 

Acolyte Warden

People:

Stories:

Adults and pillars of the Church with whom I interacted as a young adult on the vestry, etc.

People:

Stories:

The current Altar Guild

People:  

Stories:  

My family

People:

Stories:

Grace offers so many opportunities to get involved and be someone like the people above, who can impact and positively influence a
person at any stage of their life.  Continuing with my thesis, people being involved with and visible to others are likely to keep a person
returning or staying at Grace Church.  If you have the time, get involved in any of the ministries of our Church: Acolytes, Altar Guild, Choir,
Lay Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers, Vestry, Fellowship, Children’s Ministries, Youth Ministries, Adult Ministries, Charitable Ministries, Outreach,
Parish, Local, Diocesan, National, and/or International Ministries, etc.  Each one of these creates a potential opportunity to make a difference
in someone’s life if even in a small way and to create a feeling or a memory that lasts forever. These are the things that draw people to and
convince people to stay at Grace Church.
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The Grace Food Pantry recently received generous grants from
ACT for Alexandria and the Capital Area Food Bank and a large
donation of diapers and other infant care products from FOCUS
(The Fellowship of Orthodox Christians United to Serve).  This is
in recognition for the great work our church is doing to support
those in need in our local community.  This support, along with
the generosity of our parish and community partners, is critical to
continuing this important ministry. 

Thank you to our Grace Community for the support of your time,
talent, and treasure as we continue to serve over 300 people a week. 
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28 ▲ You can scan the QR Code to access the online Flower Donation Form.

https://gracealex.breezechms.com/form/786b18


Family Fun Puzzle Page

If you are viewing a digital copy and would like to print the Family Fun Section, choose to print pages 29 & 30.  
The answer to this puzzle is found at the bottom of page 30. 29



Family Fun Coloring Page

30
Answers to puzzle from page 29.  ASHER, BENJAMIN, DAN, GAD, ISSACHAR, JOSEPH, 
JUDAH, LEVI, NAPHTALI, REUBEN, SIMEON, ZEBULUN   Extra Credit Answer- JUDAH



 
 

Sunday, December 4 (Advent 2)
*8:45 and 10:30 a.m., Saint Nicholas visits the Eucharist

 

5:00 p.m., Advent Lessons and Carols with Eucharist, Livestreamed

 
Sunday, December 11 (Advent 3)

5:00 p.m., Christmas Pageant

 
Wednesday, December 21

5:00 p.m., Greening of the Church

 
Friday, December 23

7:00 p.m., Las Posadas & Santa Eucaristía

 
Saturday, December 24 (Christmas Eve)

3:00 p.m., Holy Eucharist (especially for families with small children), Rite 2, Auditorium
 

*5:00 p.m., Festival Eucharist with procession to creche, Rite 2, 
Nave (musical prelude begins at 4:30 p.m.), Livestreamed

 

7:30 p.m., Festival Eucharist, Rite 1, Nave
 

11:00 p.m., Festival Eucharist, Rite 1, Nave (musical prelude begins at 10:30 p.m.), Livestreamed

 
Sunday, December 25 (Christmas Day)

12:00 noon, Festival Eucharist, Rite 1, Nave, Livestreamed

 
Week after Christmas - Noon Eucharists

Monday (26th) St. Stephen, Tuesday (27th) St. John, Wednesday (28th) Holy Innocents

 
Sunday, January 1 (Feast of the Holy Name)

12:00 noon, Choral Eucharist, Rite 1, Nave
 

5:00 p.m., Santa Eucaristía, Nave

 
Friday, January 6 (Feast of the Epiphany)

7:00 p.m., Bilingual Festival Eucharist, Nave, Livestreamed
 

*Child care provided
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Santana Alvarado
Communications Specialist

communications.specialist@gracealex.org
 

The Rev. Nina Bacas
Associate Rector & Grace School Chaplain

nina.bacas@gracealex.org

The Rev. Amanda Bourne
Priest  Associate

 
 
 

Patti Culbreth
Head of Grace Episcopal School
pculbreth@graceschoolalex.org

Mary Cyrus
Financial Administrator

financial.admin@gracealex.org
 

Kevin Hamilton
Director of Operations

kevin.hamilton@gracealex.org

Durango Jenkins
Seminarian

DJenkins@VTS.edu
 
 

Pedro Hernandez
Sexton

Amorita Quintanilla
Sunday Sexton

The Rev. Santiago Rodriguez
Associate Rector

santiago.rodriguez@gracealex.org

Samantha Scheff
Director of Music

samantha.scheff@gracealex.org

The Rev. Dr. Anne Michele Turner
Rector

 rector@gracealex.org

Vestry Class of 2022
 

Alison Campbell - Junior Warden
Ford Chinworth - Pastoral Care Team / GES Board

Jenny Cline - Register
Erin Kelly - Education Team

Stephanie Reed - Worship Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vestry Class of 2023
 

Carlos Arboleda - Assistant Treasurer
Tracy Enger - Fellowship Team

Elizabeth Legere - Member at Large 
Evan Robinson - Treasurer

Robby Schrum - Evangelism Team
 

 

Vestry Class of 2024
 

Lauren Gustafson - Youth Team
Mary Hix - Outreach Team

Bill Malone - Stewardship Team 
Dan Pattarini - Senior Warden 

Rushad Thomas - Communications Team 
 

Parish Team Leads
 

Lisa Bellantoni - Education
John Boris - Pastoral Care

Cindy MacIntyre - Evangelism
Jen Pease - Outreach

Lynn Rohrs - Fellowship
Liz Rugaber - Communications

Erin White - Youth
Geoff Whitlock - Stewardship

Kemp Williams - Worship

 

Parish Staff
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